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Na Book that has not 
a Dedication prefix d, 
chere is a ſort of Ne- 


ö ceeſſity of a Preface ; be- 
cauſe it looks odd to skip from 

a Title-Page to an Introduction. 

However, I did not alone con- 

ſult that Part of Decency in my 

Reaſons for this Preface, but pen 

ned ic, with regard that I thought 

ſomething ought to be ns on 

the Work in general. 
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FAEFACE: 
The kind Entertainment the 
Town gave to the Lady's Library, 
the Succels it met with, and the 
reat Call there was for it, even 
1 the moſt diſtant Counties, 
tho' it was {well'd out into Three 
Volumes, and ſold at a pretty hand- 
ſome Price, made me think that a 
Gentleman's Library might be a Co- 


py of no great Hazard to a Book- 
ſeller, and make an Edition of 


particular Uſe and Service to 
Young Gentlemen coming into 
the World. ne 
Whatever Advantages we have 
{rom Education, from Example, or 


Precept, on our firſt Entrance on 
the Stage of Life, we meet with Ac- 
cidents and Temptations to with- 


draw us from Morality, and ſtand 


in need of ſupplemental Inſtruction, 
and a new Director to 


C 
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to the Reader. 
in our Conduct. Views of Plea- 1 
ſure, and biſtability of Humour, lead Ip 
us into a thouſand icon veniencies, 1 
againſt which we are neither ar- 
med by Prudence, yn: or Conti- 
nen cee. 

As to the Precepts contain vs is in 
this Treatiſe, I have put them to- 
gether, according to my Power, 
in a manner that may make them 
Uſeful and Entertaining. To this' 
End, as often as my Memory 
ſerv'd, I have interſpers'd them 
with Quotations | in Poetry, Examples 
from Hiſtory, and Axioms that were 
in Credit with the Sages of Antiqui- 
6). The gay Part of the World 
are ſo ſtartled at Morality, when 
merely ſuch, when they think it 
is all dry and crabbed and the whole 

| Volume penn d for Inſtruction, with- 


ub Wan, to theirPleaſure;thac 
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PREFACE 
they cannot perſwade themſelves 
to give it a Peruſal, or hold any 
Converſation with a Bock, that 
does not by ſome Art inſinuate 
itſelf to their Fancies, and give 
them Diver ſion, to make the Uſe di- 


geſted ; 


Sed veluti, pueris abſynthia tetra medentes / 
Cum dare conautur, prius oras pocula circum 
Contingunt duki mellis flaviq; liquore— 


ſays Lucretius; as we anoint the 


Rims of the Cup with Honey, 
to engage Children to drink up 
the bitter Potion; fo J have la- 
bour d to humour the Squea- 
miſhneſs of the Times, ſoſten 
the Harſhneſs of Diſcipline and 
Duty, and give them down in a 
Vehicle, that is ſweet and palata- 


ble, And to be yet the leſs De- 


ſpotick and Magiſterial .in my 
Rules, I have all along endea- 


1 10 the Reader. 

vourd, ' rather to recommend than 
inforce, to counſel than oblige; for, Il 
as Mönfieur Bruyere, with much lj! 
Modeſty, 'premis'd' to his Book, | 
What 1 huve written is not deſigned it 
for Maxims' "thoſe are like Laws in l 


Morality, aid [ have neither Geni- | 
us nor Authority. to qualify 9940 1 4 


Legiſlator.” 710 als by IS 12 1IHh 4 270 1 


+ 


Hemo ſtbenes, in an Oration to per- it 
ſwade the Athenians not to change 
any Law upon ſmall and frivo- 
lous Pretences, informs us of a2 
Cuſtom which pre vail d amongſt 
tlie Ebcrians, that whatever Man 
[ſhould propoſe to make any new 
Laws muſt do it with vw Rope a- 
Bout. f Hs Neck, which he Was to 
125 ſtrang ed ith; if he did not car- 
ry his Point. This was ſuch a 
Guard and Defence to the Laws, [| 
that they had but one new one F}f 
1 = made f 


PREFACE, &c. 
made in more than two hundred 
Years. Had the preſcribing Rules 
in Morality now ſtood on the 
| ſame Terms of Danger, I ſhould 

have been leſs forward; in ventu- 
ring to give this Aſſiſtance; how- 
ever, I ſhould have evaded the 
Penalty, hecaule,. 28 L ſhall anon 
more particularly obſerve, have 
intruded but very little Novelty : 
| If 1 have injur'd the Matter in the 
Diſpoſition, and diſcredited good 
Counſel: by an aukward eie A 
| am at the Stake, and muſt; ſub- 
mit to the Cenſure Bu t hope 
the World will not . with 
j Rigour on Faults that gwe their 
' Being to an Impotence of; Judg- 
0 ment, and want of Power in Na- 
teure, to diſcharge og uk with 
more Suter 
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7 Company of ſome Ladies of 


a Polite Converſation, and the 
Mixture of Sexes turning the 
VDiſcourſe upon the Raillery of 
each other, the brisk Hiorimel, 
and her witty Aſſociates, ran hard upon 
the Men's Want of Conduct. Celadon, who 
was the moſt induſtrious Advocate ſor 
the Party, with an obliging Smile and 
inſinuating Air, ſaid, That he hop'd the 
5 3 Ladies 


EIN the other Night in the 
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Ladies now would not give his Sex the Op- 
portunity of retorting that Reflection upon 
them, ſince their Conduct, in every Stage 
of Life, was to be regulated by their Library: 
That if the Advice to a Daughter was too 
compendious to reform all their Errors, yet 
Three Volumes of Advice could not fail of 
correcting every faux pas. Florimel eaſil) 
perceiv'd the Malice of Celadon's Meaning, 
and ſtriking in with his Irony, rold him, 
She was not ſo partial to the Petticoat, but 
that ſhe would venture to eonfeſs, ſhe be- 
liev'd, that many a Female Reader of thoſe 
Leſſons of Morality would ſtill, through 
Indolence or Miſapprehenſion, remain un- 
improv'd, and {tick to the darling Indeco 
rums of frail Nature, Cuſtom, and Faſhion e 
That ſhe wiſh d the ſame Learned Lady, whoWi; 
had wrote ſo happily for her own Sex#c 
would have employ'd ſome few Pages olle 
thoſe Lordly Creatures, who priding in the 
Advantages of Nature and ſuperiour Enſu 
dowments, think themſelves above the guiſo 
dance of Precepts : That, for her part, ſh 
had no ſuch elevated Notions of their Cai 
pacities or Oeconomy; had ſeen em carry“ 
away by Caprice and Humour as much a 
weak Women, and believ'd could prov 
them as much the Subject of Poetick Satyiþ» 
What ſays Dryden? | | 


Introduction. 4 


Men are but Children of a larger Growth ; 
Our Appetites as aft to change as theirs, 

And ſuch a Craving too, and full as vain : 
And yet the Soul, ſhut up in ber dark Room, 
Viewing ſo clear abroad, at home ſees nothing; 
But, like a Mole in Earth, buſie and blind, 


IVorks all her Folly up, and caſts it outwar dr, 
To the World's open View, 


Celadon here interrupting her Progreſs in 
uotations, told her, Frailty was ſo con- 
icuous and epidemical, that he did not 
Ware to put her to the Trouble of further 
roofs; nor had any Thoughts of entring 
to 2 Debate with her, to aſſert the Men 
Fee from Faults either in Conduct or Prin- 

iples: That he would rather chuſe to im- 
each them of Infirmity, but that it might 
e fear'd the Proſecution would ſooner har- 


ons, * Prudence, Juſtice, and Condutt, 
te the mechanical Parts of Life, might 
taught and made acceptable: That as 
ly a dull and impenetrable Ear could find 
d Charms, no Senſation in Muſick; ſo on- 


zce, could reſiſt the Harmony of Virtue 
elingly recommended: For that Liberti- 
5 which ſome wild young Fellows, for 

B 2 2 


Jen than convert. Not that he diſputed, 
ut, by artful Methods, and apt Inſinua- 


abſence of Reaſon, and ſtubborn Ino- 


| 
| 


a, 


Repentance. 


A Introdudlion. 


want of more happy Education, - miſtake for 
Liberty, ſubjects them to harder "Tyrants i 
than their dreaded Tutors and Maſters; 
even to their own vicious Inclinations, 
which, as it were, break looſe upon them. 
The Caſe is very different with Men of 
Senſe and Solidity ; for, paſſing from Mino- 
rity to Manhood, they alter not the Go- 
vernment, tho' they change the Governour.if 
In the Room of the hir'd Inſtructor of their 
Youth, they entertain that Divine Guide 
and Governour of Human Life, Reaſon, un- 
der whoſe Subjection alone men are pro- 
perly ſaid to live in Freedom: For they 
only live at their own Will, who have learn 
ed to will as they ought; and that Freedom 


of Will which appears in unconſtrained Ap- 


petites, and unreaſonable Actions, is mea 
and narrow, and accompany'd with much 
 F#lorimel, perceiving Celadon to pauſe here 
took the Opportunity to tell him, That hi 
Declamation had, in her Opinion, all the 
Force and Vigour the Subject requird 
that he, who could manage an Argument 
ſo well at random, without the Aid of 
preſcrib'd Theme to regulate his Diſcourſe 
muſt be capable of tmproving his Idea's 
when directed to a certain proper Head 
that ſhe thought it was the Duty of ſuch 
Man to attempt the Reformation of his Deg: 
1 8 + era 
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Introduction. 3 
nerate Sex; and ſhe hop'd the Company 
would join with her, to lay him under an 
indiſpenſable Obligation of aſſuming that 
Office. | | : 
Celadon bluſh'd and bow'd at the Com- 
pliment, but was abſolutely for throwing off 
a Task, which he knew muſt be very tron- 
bleſome to- himſelf, and perhaps no leſs 
WM diſtaſteful to the World: He told Florimel, 
he was loth to ſuſpe& ſhe meant to banter 
him ſo gravely ; but that he rather fear'd 
ſhe had entertain'd an Opinion of his Parts, 
which he was ſatisfy'd his Performance 
could never anſwer ; aſſur'd her that his 
Talk was like the wild: Notes of Birds in 
the Woods, that could never be brought to 
any regular Mufick ; and declar'd, as a Fe- 
male Hand had ſo excellently gone through 
one Part of the Deſign, he thought it would 
be Inſolence in one of his Sex to attempt 
e its Counterpart, which ſhe might perhaps, 
at her Leiſure, comply to proſecute. 
HFuorimel again interpos'd here, and told 
him, That neither his own Modeſty, nor the 
Uncertainty of that Expectation, could ex- 
cuſe him; that ſne now ſpoke the Deter- 


mination of the Aſſembly, who had elected 
nim Speaker in the Cauſe, and that no Fine 
d could be accepted to diſcharge him from 
1 Wthe Service: That therefore further Denials 
„would be-uſcleſs ; their Sentence was pe- 
” = B 3 remptory, 
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6 Introduction. 


re mptory, and his Rhetorick expected on : 
thoſe Topicks, out of which he could 
ſtrike the meſt profitable Leſſons for Human 
* F 

Celadon found 'twas in vain to Cavil at 


their Reſolutions ; but ſaid, It was very 


bard he muſt ſtand condemn'd, when the 
Evidence on his Side had plainly brought 
him in not guiity : However, if he muſt 
{ubm;t to the Sentence without Appeal, he We 
ſhould expect the Liberty of offering ſome 
Terms of Compoſition; which muſt be ad- 
mitted in his Favour : He had heard that 
Diogenes, ſeeing a Youth devour his Victuals MW 
too greedily, gave his Tutor a Box on the 


Ear, and that deſervedly, as judging it the 


Fault of him that had not taught, not ot 
him that had not learn't, better Manners. 
I hare very ſtrong Apprehenſions, continu d 
he, that I ſhall deſerve the Fate of the auk - 
ward Pedant. The World will be ſo lit- 
tle improv'd by my Tuition, that the Blame 
will naturally fall more upon the Impo- 
tence of my Diſcipline, than the Depra- 
vity of my Scholars. But if I muſt aſſume 
the Philoſopher, and, like the Aſs in the Pro- 
verb, carry Myſteries; depend upon it 
that I will make my Burthen as light as 
poſſible ; never put myſelf to the Trouble of 
communicating my Thoughts in new Lan- 
guage, whenever I can recollect the ſame 

Notions 


— — — — — —— — 
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| Notions better expreſs'd to my Hand; but 

| tranſplant the Obſervations of the Polite, 

to make amends, as often as I can, for my 

| Imperfetion. And I ſhall expect this fur- 

ther Indulgence from my Audience, that 

having receiv d the general Heads of 

Things, they would ſupply the reſt by their 

own Induſtry, and make their Reaſon and 

Memories the Guides to their own Inven- 
tion and Improvement. 

For People ſhould look on the Diſcourſe 
of others only as a kind of firſt Principle or 
Seed, which they mult take care to cheriſh 
and increaſe. For the Mind, ſays Plutarch, 
requires not, like an earthen Veſſel, to be fil d 
up; convenient Food and Aliment, only will in- 
flame it with a Deſire of Knowledge, and ar- 
dent Love of Truth. Now, as he that comes 

to borrow Fire, if he ſtay too long warm- 
-M ing himſelf with his Neighbour,oftentimes 
- diſappoints his own Buſineſs ; ſo the Man 
ethat comes to be inſtructed by another, if 
he think not himſelf oblig'd to ſet Fire (if 
-W I may ſo call it) to his own Invention, and 
e exert his own Faculties, he may get the 
Name of a Proficient, as we get a- Colour 
{i by fitting by the Fire, but ſhall never diſ- 
SI pel the Darkneſs of his Underſtanding by 
the Light of foreign Precepts. 
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8 Introduction. 
The Company ſat ſo ſilent and attentive, 
that Celadon began to think he was already 
rurn'd Declaimer; and, ſtopping ſhort, with 
ſome Confuſion, begg'd Leave to with- 
draw, and furniſh himſelf, by Contempla- 
tion, with the Materials he ſhould want 
in the Diſcharge of that Office they were 
pleas'd to impoſe on him; having promis d 
that he would endeavour to oblige them 
with all the Diſpatch in his Power, and 
that they ſhould not long expect the firſt 
Eſſay of his Performance, which he deſign d 
to lay out on the Subject of Education. 
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EHE Care of Education is a 
0 Work of the higheſt Moment, 
as all the Advantages or Miſ- 
Carriages of a Man's Life are 
in a great meaſure dependant 

on it. Tis the Duty therefore of Parents 
to infuſe into the untainred Youth early No- 
tices of Juſtice and Honour, that ſo the poſ- 
ſible Advantages of good Parts may not 
take an evil Turn, nor be perverted to baſe 
and unworthy Purpoſes. It has been the 
Compariſon of a celebrated Author, that 
as Marble in the Quarry ſhews none of 
its inherent Beauties, till the Skill of the 
Poliſher fetches our the Colours, makes 
the Surface ſhine, and diſcovers every Or- 
namental Cloud, Spor and Vein, that runs 
through the Body of it: So Education after 
the ſame manner, when it works upcn-a 
4 B 5 | nc ble 
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noble Mind, draws out to View every la- 
tent Virtue and Perfection, which without 
ſuch Helps are never able to make their 
Appearance. Nor is the Want of Educa- 
tion a private Injury alone to the neglected 
Infant, but the Publick likewiſe, in ſome 
degree, ſuſtains a Prejudice from it; it is 
an Evil, that, as it were, ſtarves Poſterity, 
and defrauds our Country of thoſe Perſons, 


who, with due Care, might make an emi- 


nent Figure in their reſpe&ive Poſts of 
Life: For if we will trouble our ſelves 
to look round with impartial Eyes, we 
ſhall be convinc'd, that there are, indeed, 
but very few to whom Nature has been 
ſo unkind, that they are not capable of 
ſhining in ſome Science or other. There 
is a certain Byaſs towards Knowledge in 
every Mind, which may be ſtrengthen'd 
and improv'd by proper Applications. 

It muſt be then the great Buſineſs and 
Concern of Parents to ſet the Mind right, 
that on all Occaſions it may be diſpos'd 
ro conſent to nothing, but what may be 
ſuitable to the Dignity and Excellency of 
a Rational Creature. As the Difference 
to be found. in the Manners and Abilities 


ok Men, is owing more to their Education, 


than to any Thing elſe ; we have Reaſon 
to conclude, that great Care is to be had of 
the Forming Children's Minds,and giving 

them 


b Education. 11 
them that Seaſoning early, which ſhall in- 
fluence their Lives always after. For when 
they do well or ill, the Praiſe or Blame 
will be laid there; and when any Thing 
is done aukwardly, the common Saying, 
will paſs upon them, that it is ſuitable to 
their Breeding, 
This very aptly brings into my Mind, 
the Story of Lycurgus the Lacedamonian 
Law-giver, as related by Plutarch; He 
took two Whelps of the ſame Litter, 
and order'd them to be bred in a quite 
different Manner; a While after he took 
an Occaſion, in an Aſſembly of the Peo- 
ple, to diſcourſe of what great Advan- 
tage the cuſtomary Practice of whol-. 
ſome Inſtructions and Precepts was to 
the Attainment of Virtue : In the Cloſe 
of his Harangue he told them, that to - 
inſinuate his Arguments more power- 
fully, he would make an Appeal to 
their Senſes, and let them ſee a De- 
monſtration of his Words, by Example: 
Upon this, the two Whelps were order'd 
to be brought into the Hall, and there 
was ſet down to them a Diſh of Frag- 
ments, and a live Hare. One of the 
Dogs immediately, (as he had been bred) - 
flies upon the Hare, and the other as 
greedily runs to the Fragments. While 
the People were - muſing W 
„their 


/ d 70. 


8 


.. ͤKT———  — 


12 Education. | 
their Brains to find out the Moral of 
©. this odd Proceeding : This, ſays Ly- 
© CUrgus, is purſuant to what I before told 
© you, for ſee theſe Whelps do as -they 

© were bred ; and tho' they are both of the 
” ſame Litter, yet the Diverſity of Breed- 

ing hath made the one a good Hound, 


and the other a Curr, good for nothing FE 


© but to lick Pots or Diſhes.” The Effects 
of Nature and Habit are the ſame in every 
Species, as in an Human Body. What 
Horſe well manag' d from a Colt, proves not 
eaſily governable by the Rider? And are not 
the wildeſt and moſt ſavage Beaſts made 
tame and brought to Hand by Induſtry? 
Youth is the proper and only Seaſon for E- 
rudition; and if it be neglected, then twill 
be too late, when Maturity renders the 
Mind ſtubborn and inflexible. 


Fingit equum tenerd docilem cervice magiſter 
tre viam, quam monſtrat Eques, &c. 


Says Horace. 


The Tocky trains the young and tender Horſe, 


Whilſt yet ſoft mouth'd-he- breeds him to the 
Courſe: 


De Whetp, ſiuce when i 10 Hall he learn d 
to bark 


E Buck-Skins fuß d, now ranges ober the 
Dark. 
Now, 


r . ˙ OO 
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Now, now, whilſt young with virtuous Rules 
begin ; 

Suck holy Precepts now, and free from Sin. 


What ſeaſon d firſt the Veſſel keeps the Taſte. 
CREECH, 


The Mind is to be made obedient to 
Diſcipline, and pliant to Reaſon, while it is 
yet tender, and eaſy to be bow'd ; but if 
we ſuffer ill Principles to get ground on 
Infancy, Vice to debauch, or Paſſion to 
pervert Reaſon, in that unguarded Age; 
when. we have once made an ill Child, 
tis a fooliſh Expectation to promiſe our 
ſelves he ſhall- prove a good Man. Shall 
we wonder afterwards to taſte the Waters 
bitter, when we our ſelves have firſt poi- 
ſon'd the Fountain ? 

If our young Ones labour under any 
Infirmity of Body, Nature knocks at our 
Breaſts, and all the Fears and Affections 
of a Parent are alarm'd to remove their 
Uneaſineſs; if their Cheeks but fluſh, or 
Pulſes beat high, we are immediately a 
prehenſive of ſome feveriſh Diſpoſition; 
and ſhould we not have as watchful an 
Eye on the Torments and diſtemper'd 
Sallies of their Souls? Shall we let per- 
nicious Habits take their Courſe in Touth, 
and flatter our ſelves, that as Senſe ſtreng- 


thens, and Judgement grows ripe.in 3 
ö they 
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14 Education. 
they will correct in themſelves the faulty 
Indulgences of their childiſh Years, or at 
leaſt be better ſeaſon'd by Age, for the 
Precepts we can give them againſt Folly 
or Immorality ? *Tis a Suppolition molt. 
erroneous in itſelf, and fatal in its Con- 
ſequences; for he that is not us'd to ſub- 
mit his Will to the Reaſon of others when 
he is Young, will ſcarce hearken or ſub- 
mit to his own Reaſon, when he is of an 
Age to make uſe of it: And what a Kind 
of a Man ſuch an one is like to prove, 
is ealy to foreſee. But could we admit, 
that this happy Change might be effected 
at approaching Maturity, ſhall we dare to 
promiſe our ſelves Lite to that Day, and 
that Heaven will ſpare us purpoſely on 
Earth for this procraſtinated Reforma- 
tion ? I cannot forbear thinking we are 
ſubject to the Imputation wherewith, as 
Diogenes Laertius tells us, Empedocles charg d 
the People of Aerigenum; Aaifficare, ut 
ſemper victuros; genio indulgere, ut  poſtridie 
morituros : That they indulg d themſelves in 
Eating, as if they were to die on the Morrow ; 
but built up their Houſes, as if they were to 
live to Eternity: So do we humour our Chil- 
dren in Luxury and Intemperance, and 
make them Sharers in all our Extravagan-' 
ces, as if an Hereafter would be too late 
in thoſe Points; but we rear up. their un « 
and 


— 
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and Inclinations to Virtue and good Man- 
ners as ſlowly, as if it were ſtill too ſoon 

to begin the Structure. It would not be 
amiſs in this great Duty of Education, to 

liſten to the Admonition of Fythagoras; 

ge TetvorudaR* def Þ hihialanmeat Tis Siege 

Sorg N Oel. *Tis your Duty to endeavour 

at Iacreaſe in your Generation, becauſe you 
ought to leave behind you thoſe that may reve- 

rence and reſpett the Deity. It is not a Praiſe 
to increaſe our Species in Number alone, 
if we cannot make our Workmanſhip of 
Valye : Capacity, good Senſe, and a thou- 
ſand commendable inherent Qualities, may 
be interr d in the Boſom of the Party that 
poſſeſſes them, and entirely loſt to the 
World, if the Benefit of Education, and 

proper Knouledge, do not come in to their 
Relief, draw them forth from Obſcurity, 
and make them as extenſively uſeful as Na- 
ture firſt deſign'd. For what Man is not 
convinc'd he is an uſeleſs Perſon, tho* he 
has ever ſo many good Qualities, and ever 
ſuch extraordinary Merit, when he conſi- 
ders at his Death, he leaves a World which 
is not like to miſs him, and ſuch Numbers 

to ſupply his Place ? 

Since then ſo much depends upon Edu- 
cation, great Care ſhould be taken to form 
Children to the Principles of Religion: The 
Byaſs ſhould be ſet right at firſt, * me 
Mind 
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and never ceaſe till they have 
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Mind prepoſſeſs'd, as it were, for the In- 
tereſt of Virtue. This is the Way to ſmooth 
the Paſſage to an happy Life, to reconcile 
Appetite to Reaſon, and make the Affecti- 
ons more manageable afterwards. For the 
Motion is ſtrongly directed, and the Bent 


taken from the firſt Impreſſion: And Cu- 


ſtom will make a good Practice as eaſie as 
a bad one. For as in Childhood the Me- 
mory is ſtrong, and the Body capable of 
Application; ſo as yet the Mind is not 
overcharg'd with Cares, the Power of In- 
tereſt is not grown up, and the Baits of 
Pleaſure being ſomewhat out of Sight. 
They are unſeiz d by the Prevalence of Ha- 
bit, and the Infection of ill Company 
Vice, if we may believe the general 


Complaint, ripens ſo faſt now- a-days, and 


runs up to Seed ſo early in young People, 
that it is almoſt impoſſible to keep them 
from the ſpreading Contagion, if we will 
venture them abroad in the Herd, and truſt 
to Chance, or their own Inclinations, for 
the Choice of their Company. *Tis Virtue 
which is the hard and valuable Part to 


be aim'd at in Education ; all other Con- 


ſiderations and Accompliſhments ſhould 
give way, and be poſtpon'd to this. It is 
the ſolid and ſubſtantial Good we ſfiould 
labour to implant and faſten in their Souls, 

p 7d in'd.'2 
. | true 
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true Reliſbof it, and plac'd their Strength, 
their Glory, and their Pleaſure in it. All our 
Acquiſitions by Labour, or Traffick ; our Lands, 
Poſſeſſions, and every Thing, are ſubſervient to 
Virtue ; ſays Saluſt, in his Proem to Cataliue. 
Quæ homines arant, navigant, edificant, vir- 
tuti omnia parent. Sed multi Mortales, de- 
diti ventri, atque ſomno, indocti, incultique, vi- 
tam ficuti peregrinantes tranfiere : quibus pro- 
ecto contra naturam, corpus voluptati, anima 
oneri fuit. Eorum ego vitam mortemque juxta 
æſtumo: quoniam de utraque ſiletur. But there 
are a Number of Mortals, who being abſo- 
lutely reſign'd to Luxury and Lazineſs, 
without Learning or Embelliſhments, ſpend 
their whole Lives, like Travellers in a Fo- 
reign Country, without being known or 
taken Notice of. To ſuch Men as theſe, 
contrary to the Deſign and Inſtitution of 
Nature, their Bodies have been all their 
Pleaſure, but their Souls a Burthen and 
Clog on them. I look on their Lives and 
Deaths to be much the fame ; as both are 
the Objects of Silence and Obſcurity. 
*Tis ſcarce to be doubted, I think, but 
the very Spring and Root of Honeſty and 
Vertue lie in the Felicity of lighting on a 
Good Education; the Beſtowing of which, 
to the beſt of their Power and Capacity, is 
as incumbent on Parents, as the giving their 
Children Food and Raiment. And can a: 


Ul 
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Man profeſs himſelf a Father, and pretend | 
to Fondneſs and paternal Affection, that | 
l only uſes his Child as a Play-thing, makes 
f a Farce of Boyiſh Converſation, brings him 
up to Pomp of Habit, Nicety of Diet, and 
| i a Series of new Pleaſures, ſwells his little 
I I Breaſt with Pride, and Expectations of 
| what he is born to; yet negle&s the impor- 
2 | tant Part of his Kindneſs, a Libera! Educa- 
[if] tion? Should we not accuſe an Husbandman 
| | of Lazineſs or Ignorance, that did not take 
| care to prop up his feeble Plants ? Should 
wee not reckon him a weak Man, that kept 
i a large Sum of Money by him, without 
| i turning it to Account or Improvement? 
| of And yet too many Fathers there are, that 
to ſo love their Money beyond the Intereſt of 
their Children, that, leſt it ſhould coſt em 
| more than they are willing to ſpare, they 
| rather rear them up in a cheap Ignorance. 
|| How can ſuch Men deſerve the Name of 
1 Fathers, who are more concern'd to gratify 
| | themſelves or Friends in Trifles or Senſu- 
ality, than to have their Off. ſpring neceſſa- 
rily educated ? Crates, the ancient Philoſo- 
pher, was wont to ſay, That If he could 
univerſally be heard from an Eminence,he would 
make this Proclamation thence, What mean you, 
Fellyw-Citizens; that you thus turn every Stone 
to ſcrape Wealth together, and take ſo little 
Care of your Children, to whom one day you muſt 
| relinquiſh 
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relinquiſh it all? Thoſe Parents do like him 
that is ſolicitous about his Shoe, but neg- 
lets the Foot that is to wear it. This In- 
dolence (not to give it a harſher Title) 
in Fathers, proceeds from that prevailing 
Diſtemper of Avarice, that makes them 
only conſider the preſent Monies they 
ſave by this frugal Impiety, without ha- 
ving any diſtant Views to the fatal Conſe- 
quences reſulting from their ſparing, but 
unjuſtifiable Conduct and Oeconomy. The 
firſt, but certain Iſſue of this Neglect of E- 
ducation, is, that the Youth becomes the 
Mark of Publick Contempt and Deriſion: 
The Follies, he cannot by the bare Force 
of unedified Nature ſmother or correct, lay 
him open to the Obſervations, and thence 
malicious Detractions of Company: All 
their Wit 'and Envy is employ'd to ſound 
his Want of Underſtanding ; and when 
his Weakneſs has betray'd him to the Ene- 
my, they moſt ungenerouſly inſult the 
Wretch, and make him a Tool to their 
Pleaſure and Raillery. Whoever certainly 
would with Seriouſnefs peruſe the Satyri- 
cal Character my Lord Rocheſter has given 
of an upoliſh'd Country Eſquire, would firm- 


| ly reſolve to wake it his Endeavour to 


protect his Son from deſerving the Laſh of 


- 
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— — In Eaſter Term, 

My young Maſter's Worſhip comes to Town ; 

From Pedagogue and Mother juſt ſet free, 

The hopeful Heir of a great Family, 

That with ſtrong Beer aud Beef the Country 
rules, 

And ever fince the Conqueſt have been Fools. 

And ſtill with careful Proſpect to maintain 

That Character, leſt croſſing of the Strain 

Should mend the Booby-breed, his Friends 
provide 

A Coufin of his own to be his Bride. 

And thus ſet out 5s. 

With an Eſtate, no Wit, and a young Wife, 

The ſolid Comforts of a Coxcomb's Life, 

Dunghill and Peaſe forſook, he comes to Town, 

— oy learns to be lewd, and is un- 

one. 


It may be made an Obſervation of gene- 
ral Proof, and a Rule which admits of ve- 
ry few Exceptions, That your Raw Un- 


diſciplin'd Youth is ever fond of aſſumin 
the Character of a Fine Gentleman; but he 
pants after only the Bravery and Outſide 


of their Compoſition ; is affected with the 


Charms and Freedom of their Mein, and 
apes it with an aukward but diſſolute Gal- 
lantry. From this acquired Fop, he ſtudies | 


to make himſelf a Rake; thinks *tis fine 


and faſhionable to frequent Publick Places, 


where 


— . 
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where Men of reſerv'd Notions and Prin- 
ciples decline being ſeen: Is ambitious of 
ſeeming to know the Town, be converſant 
with Gallantries and Extravagance, gleans 
the Hiſtories of Romantick Intrigues from 
Coftee-Houſe Converſation, and puts them 
upon the next Company for his own. Yet 
tho” he talks with all the ſpecious Informa- 
tion, he is this Woman's Cully, and the 
Sharper's Bubble. If of a timorous and cow- 
ardly Diſpoſition, perhaps he is only im- 
potent in Vice, and a vain Affecter of be- 
ing thought wild: If he have the Seeds of 
Daring and Reſolution in his Soul, he ſteps 
boldly into Enormities, and is only afraid of 
being counted Sober and Preciſe : Eſteems 
all religious Duties Superſtition and Prieſt- 
craft; a modeſt and vertuous Behaviour 
| ſtupid and ſimple ; looks on Morality as an 
unmanly Tye on hisTemper ; and that it is 
a Diminution to him, either to be careful of 
his own Fame, or his Creditors Wants. Thus, 
thro' Contempt of a ſound and orderly Way 
of Living, he precipitates himſelf into rio- 
tous and ſervile Pleaſures. Then will thoſe 
Parents dearly repent, when it 1s too late 
to amend it, and vex themſelves even to 
Diſtraction for thoſe vicious Courſes of 
their Children, unto which their own Neg- 
le& hath betray'd them. When they be- 
hold -them ſquandring their Subſtance in 

1 | Feaſtings, 
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| if Feaſtings, ſhaking it off with Rooks at the 
| Hazard-Table, employing it to compound 
0 a Drunken Battery, or laviſhing it in the 
1 Support of a Strumpet's Extravagance; 
ö while by all theſe purſued Amuſements of a 
deprav'd Inclination, they are only pur- 
| chaſing Diſeaſes, riding Poſt after Poverty, 
It and running themſelves both out of Heaith 
I and Credit. 
iſ One might be much more prolix in Enn- 
merating the ill Effects and Miſcarriages 
that attend the Want of a regular Educati- 
on; but let every Man's Imagination, from 
bt this ſhort View, widen the Proſpe& of his 
i own Thoughts; let him conſider, in the com- 
paſs of his own Acquaintance, who has been 
faulty in this Regard, and then trace the 
| known Conſequence of that Error. If not 
yet ſo, let him in Fancy make himſelf a Fu- 
ture Father ; look with Deteſtation on an O- 
miſſion that brands himſelf and his Poſteri- 
| ty, and be aſhamed to train up an Heir to 
1 his Fortunes, Whom the whole World will 
| | judge imperfect, and but half made. 1 
1 look upon a Wiſe Father, like an Artful Pain- 
ter; the Begetting his Child is only chalking 
"ny out the Groſs Lines of his Piece; Educa- 
| li ting him, is laying the Colours; and the Man- 
i ner of that Education, is the Strength and 
Felicity of his Lights and Shades : By the 
ns Boldneſs of the Strokes, and finiſhing Beau- 
| 1 ties, 
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ties, every one will determine of the Work- 
man's Skill and Accuracy by the Want of 
Strength, or Deviation of Nature, they 
will as readily find out his Ignorance, or 
Careleſneſs: This Image puts me in Mind 
olf a Story, not unapplicable to theſe defici- 
ent and unpertorming Fathers. *Tis ſaid, 
A wretched Painter, ſhewing Apelles a Picture, 
told him withal, That he had taken a very little 
Time to draw it. If thou hadſt not told me ſo, 
ſaid Apelles, I ſee Cauſe enough to believe it 
was an haſty Draught. The Manners,and De- 
portment of our Sons, will be ſtrong Evi- 
dences of our Negligence in cultivating 
them, and lay us open to the Reproof of 
every judicious Obſervator. 

*Tis plain therefore, that a good Education, 
and regular Inſtruction, are the beſt Portions 
we can beſtow on our Children, and ſuch 
only as can truly enrich them ; and thoſe 
two afford great Helps and Affiſtances to- 
wards the Attainment of Virtue and Fe- 
licity. For all other good Things are bur 
Human, and of ſmall Value, ſuch as will 
hardly recompenſe the Induſtry requir'd to 
the Getting of them. We all might deſire 
to be well deſcended, but *tis of our An- 
ceſtor's Goods, not our own : Riches are 
valuable ; but the Goods of Fortune, who 
frequently takes them from the Poſſeſſors, 
and carries them to thoſe that never ſo 

| much 


- mn 1 N 
— Say —_ — — — 


which are treaſur'd there, by a juſt Inſti- 


 Alchymiſt that purges away our Droſs, and 


general and particular Duties ; teaches 
our ſelves to the Laws, to obey our 


Children, and not inſolently injurious to 
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much as hop'd for them. Glory is a Thing 
deſerving Reſpect, but unſtable ; Beauty is 
a Bleſſing, but of a ſhort Continuance ; 
Health a precious Enjoyment, but eaſily 
impair'd ; Strength, a Quality of Deſire 
and Service, but apt to be the Prey of Diſ- 
eaſcs and old Age: But the inherent Poſ- 
ſeſſions of Virtue and ſound Principles, and 
thoſe noble Qualifications of the Mind 


tution and habitual Practice, are not to be 
moleſted by Fortune, decay'd by Time, 


or taken away by the Tyranny of Acci- 
dents. | 


Tis Education alone that can mend Na- 
ture, and improve the Talents of that great 
Benefactreſs. Has ſhe given us a compe- 
tent Share of Senſe and Reaſon? Education 
carries up our Senſe to Wiſdom, and our 
Reaſon to Judgement. It is the Learned 


ſublimes our Diſpoſitions: That reads us 
Lectures of Uſe upon every Turning and 
Winding of our Actions; informs us in our 


us to worſhip Heaven, to honour our Pa- 
rents, to reverence our Elders, to ſubject 


Governors, to love our Friends, to che- 
riſh our Wives, be affect ionate to our 
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our Servants : It ſtrikes in with Philoſophy 
in many Leſſons; teaches us not to be over- 
joy'd in Proſperity, nor too much dejected 
in Adverſity; not to be diſſolute in our 
8 Pleaſures, nor in Anger to be tranſported 
to a Fury that is brutal. 

But may it not be obje&ed, that the 
refin d Education, which is capable of theſe 
Advantages, is calculated but for one Claſs 
of People: That I have accommodated 
my Precepts to the Rich alone, and neg- 
lected to ſute them to the Children of 
the Plebeian ? I hope my Diſcourſe ſhall not 
be a Sufferer by this Conſtruction ; eve- 
ry one is to conſult his Fortune and Cir- 
cumſtances, and with the Direction of his 
Country Adage, Cut his Coat according to his 
Cloth. If ſome through the Narrowneſs of 
their Eſtates, are diſabled from making 
the Advantages they otherwiſe might; 
they have diſcharg'd their Duty, in be- 
ſtowing on their Children the beſt Educa- 
tion that their Abilities will reach: I have 
| not limited my Diſcourſe to any particular 
Method of purſuing it ; I have ſpoken as 
yet abſtractedly of the Matter, with refe- 
rence to the Influences it has on the Mind, 
and as it may be the Road to lead Chil- 
dren to Virtue and Goodneſs. 

It is therefore in every Parent's Power, 
: of what Degree or 8 ſoe ver, 
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by Exhortations and rational Motives to 
prepare the Breaſt of his Child for the Re- 
ception of what is Juſt and Right; to re- 
prehend or encourage him according to 
the Variety of Occaſions; to make his 
Memory the Store-houſe of Piety and 
good Principles; to make him affable and 
courteous in Diſcourſe and Behaviour; 
to keep him from Luxury; bridle his Paſ- 
lions, and reſtrain his Actions; to ſet Ex- 
ampies before him fit for his Imitation, 
and not debauch his Conduct by Patterns 
of Licentiouſneſs; to accuſtom him to 
fpeak the Truth, and to account it, as in- 
deed it is, a matter of Religion ſo to do. 
Theſe are Points independant on Hu- 
ence or Straitneſs of Fortune, and wherein 
Parents will aſſiſt themſelves from their 
own Prudence, and Propenſity to Virtue : 
The Caſe differs as to that other Branch of 
Education, the giving their Children the 
Knowledge of Books, and of the Liberal Arts 
and Sciences; which I ſhall comprehend 
under the general Title of Learning. 
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2 Lane H O' Cicero has aſſerted, that 
Nature without Learning, has 
E (EL oftner been of Prevalence to tlie 
= Attainment of Praiſe and Vir- 
tue, than Acquir d Learning without the 
g Foundation of a Natural Capacity ; yet he 
means it not as a Doctrine that ſhould diſ- 
courage our Affection to Letters. For howe- 
ver deeply that great Man ſtood indebted 
to Nature, his Obligations were ſtill high- 
ger to Books and Ku wledge ; his Faculty "of 
Pleading and Charms of Oratory, aroſe from 
his Diligence and Accuracy in Study; he 
could contemn the light Amuſe ments of a 
Feſtival, or any other inviting Pleaſures 
Jof his Time, and taſte a ſolid and fincere 
; ra in the Peruſal of an Author, that 
keaſted his Senſes, and improv'd his Mind. 
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I cannot conceive the Man abſolutely 
Compleat, whoſe Natural Endowments 
are not aſſiſted and cultivated by Learning; 
we ought to have the ſame Mixture in us 
on all Occaſions, as Horace judges neceſ- 


ſary to a Poet for the compoſing of a per- 
fect Poem. 


Ego nec ſtudium fine divite vena, 

Nec rude quid profit, video, ingenium ; alte- 
rius fic | 

Altera poſcit opem res, & conjurat amice. 


— To ſpeak my Thought, I hardly know 

What witleſs Art, or artleſs Wit can do : 

Each by itſelf is vain, I'm ſure ; but join'd, 

Their Force is ſtrong ; each proves the others 
Friend. 


There are Millions of Inſtances that 
evidence the Force of Induſtry and neceſ- 
ſary Application: I ſhall content my ſelt 
with one Compariſon, which is obvious 
to every Man's Thoughts, and which to 
me ſeems applicable to the Purpoſe in 
Hand. A Man's Ground may of itſelf be 
good; yet if it be unmanur'd, it will con- 
tract Barrenneſs; and by how much the 
better it was naturally, by ſo much will 
it be rendred the worſe, if thro' Careleſs- 
neſs it be Ill-husbanded, On the other 
fide, let a Man's Ground be more than or- 
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. dinarily rough and rugged; yet Experience 
tells us, that if it be well manur'd, it will 


quickly be made capable of anſwering his 


Labour. Thus a good Natural Capacity may 


be impair'd by Slothfulneſs and Diſuſe ; thus 
dulland heavy natural Parts may be improv'd 
by Inſtructions and Induſtry. If Nature be 
not improvd by Learning, it is Blind; if 
Learning be not aſſiſted by Nature, it is 
maim'd: And if Exerciſe fail of the Aſſi- 
ſtance of both, it is Inperfect, as to the 
Attainment of its End. 

On my Peruſal of Pr ar 0's Inmortali- 
ty of the Soul, I could not help being affect- 
ed with one peculiar Notion of Scyates, 
where he advances, © That the Learning we 
acquire by Pains and hard Study, is but a 
Remembrance and Recolle&ion of our 

Idea's ; that the Knowledge of them all 
was implanted in us before we were born; 
and if we were not continually forgetting | 
the Knowledge of theſe Impreſſions, there 
would be the ſame Neceſſity for us always 
to know them, as to be born with them: 
For that the Definition of Knowing, is 
to retain and not loſe what we have learnt; 
and the Definition of Forgetting, is the 
* lofing that Knowledge we before were 
* Poſleſs'd of.” It could not certainly be 
amiſs, as to our Improvement, if we could 
believe thoſe Principles true; if we could 
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perſwade our ſelves that Nature had fur- 
niſh'd us with Univerſal Knowledge, which Þ 
thro' the Weakneſs and Inſolence of Child- 
hocd we have forfeited, and ſuffer'd to ſlide 
gradually from our Memories: How care- 
fully ſhould we labour to retrieve the | 
Knowledge of thoſe loſt Idea's, and refur- 
n:/h our Souls, by Diligence and Study, 
with thoſe Treaſures we firſt ow'd to the 
Ui! Benehcence of Nature? 
H __ However, without wandering after ſuch 
i 

| 


Eccentrick Sentiments, we need no ſtronger 
I Incentives to Learning, than to know what 
(1 Figures we ſhall make in the World with 
ih this great Accompliſhment. Let us but 
| caſt our Eyes abroad, and ſee how the 
iſh Gentleman is improv'd by the Scholar: 
| How by the Labour of a few Years of Eru- 
dition, he ſtands poſleſs'd of Advantages 
that will ſtick by him to his lateſt Hour: 
What exalted Notions he entertains from 
it of his Creator's Omnipotence and In- 
dalgence to Man! What a wide Scene of 
Narure and her Operations is open'd to 
his View ! What Grounds it gives him of 
Admiration and Delight! How is his Taſte 
of Enjoyments refin'd! And how is he 
made capable of being charm*d, and of 
charming in his turn, with communicated 
Knowledge ! Nobility, Riches, State and Su- 
premacy, can procure us a cſtomary Re- 

ſpect, 
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ſpect, and make us the Idols of an unthinking 
Croud; but Knowledge and Learning alone 
recommend us to the Love of thoſe in a 
ſuperiour Claſs, who admire more the 
Merits of our Underſtanding, than the Ad- 
vantages of our Birth and Fortune. Learning 
alone, of ail tiings in our Poſſeſſion, is Im- 
mortal and Divine ; and two Things there 
arc that are moſt peculiar to Human Na- 
ture, Underſtauding and Reaſon; of which 
two, the Uaderſtanding is the Maſter of Rea- 
ſon, and Reaſon the Servant of the Uaderſtand- 
ing. Theſe are againſt all Aſſaults of For- 
tune impregnable; not to be taken away 
by falſe Accuſation, or impair'd by Sickneſs 
orenfeebled by Old Age. For the Under- 
ſtanding only grows youthful by Age; and 
Time, which decays all other things, 
incceaſeth Knowledge in us in our decay- 
ing Years. We may be plunder'd of our 
Wealth, defrauded of our Lands, and our 
Books may become the Prey of ſome ma- 
licious Accident; but that Chance which 
robs us of our Library, cannot take from us 
the Advantages we have reap'd by our 
prior Reſort to it, Every Man of Reaſon 
and Solidity, muſt be touch'd with the a- 
greeable Anſwer of Socrates, who, when 
 Gorgias ask'd him, Mhat his Opinion was 0 
the King of Perſia,, and whether he judg'd 
him Happy? reply'd, That he could not tell 

C 4 what 


22 Learning. 
what to think of him, becauſe he knew not how 
well he was furniſh d with Virtue and Learning : 
As judging human Felicity to conſiſt in 
thoſe Endowments, and not thoſe which 
are ſubject to Fortune. In a Word, Learn- 
ing is your Companion and Aſſiſtant in eve- 
ry Age, Place, and Circumſtance ; hec ſtu- 
dia adoleſcentiam alunt, ſenectutem oblectant, 
ſecundas res ornant, ad ver ſis perfugium ac ſola- 
tim præ bent: delectant domi, non impediunt 
foris : pernoftant nobiſcum, peregrinantur, ruſ- 
ticantur, ſays Cicero. Theſe Studies cheriſh 
our Youth, and delight our Age ; are the 
Ornaments of our Proſperity, our Refuge 
and Comfort in Adverſity; they pleaſe us 
when at home, and never impede our 
Occaſions when abroad; they will watch 
the Night with us, be our Fellow-Travellers 
in the Road, and our Amuſements in the 
Country. 

But to dwell no longer on the bare 
Praiſe and Recommendation of Learning, 
I will endeavour to make my Sentiments 
of Uſe, and explain how I would be un- 
derſtood when I adviſe this Attainment : I 
ſhould ever heartily wiſh my Son to be a 
Scholar, never deſire to ſee him a Pedant ; 
be ſatisfied that he was throughly ac- 
quainted with his Authors, but be diſguſt- 
ed to find him eternally ſmell of them : 
Garlick and Onions are not half ſo ao 

| cous 
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breath'd upon by a Retailer of Fragments: 


The Man looks monſtrous that ſtalks a- 
bout like a walking Library, and is for 
ſpouting his Pagan Quotations on every 
Company: This is a Vice and Crudity of 
Learning; tis plain there muſt be an Indi- 
geſtion of Knowledge, when the Party is - 
ſo oppreſsd with its Vapours : I love to 
= ſee a Man that has Modeſty equal to his Ca- 
pacity ; that does not covet to appear like - 
an Inquiſition on his Neighbour's Parts; 
that makes Learning an Embelliſbment, not an 
Affeclation; and can be content to commu- 
nicate his Idea's of things, without aſſuming 
an Air of Superiority over the Perſon to 


whom he communicates. 


The Choice of the Tutor or Schoolmaſter 


is of great Moment to the Child's Improve- 


ment; he ought to be a Man that can read 
Tempers as well as Books, and ſee as far into 


the bent of his Pupil's Inclinations, as his 


Author's Meaning: He ſhould know how 


to adapt the Claſſicks to the Genius, and 


not impoſe Homer and Horace, where De- 
moſthenes, or Ceſar 's Commentaries would be 
more acceptable. We have from our In- 


fancy a particular Taſte for a particular 


Subject and Argument: If our Defires are 


turn'd to Poetry, Virgil and Ovid will ſtill 
have freſh Charms ; if our Talents he to 
C 5 | Elo- 
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ſeous at ſecond. Hand, as to be rudely - 
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Eloquence and Oratory, Cicero will make 
the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions; or if our De- 
light be confin'd to Hiſtory, there are Au- 
thors of Purity that may feaſt our Minds 
with that Science. This is what the Tu- 
tor is to find, and practiſe on his Scholar: 
But above all, he muſt labour not to ſet 
his Scholar's Capacity on the Rack; or 
put him on loſing his way in Livy, at an 
Age when he is only fit to travel through 
Corderius or Æſop. 

Nor do I think we are to waſte our 
Youth at School only to karn the Con- 
ſtruction of Greek or Latin, or any other 


dead Language; there is more requiſite 


than Grammar and Syntax, Themes and 
Diſtichs ; Tam vite quam Scholz diſcere ne- 
ceſſe eft ; we muſt learn Things uſeful to 
our Conduct, as well as to diſpute me- 
thodically. When we once underſtand our 
Author's Language, let us endeavour to 
be Maſters of his Spirit; enter into his 
Genius, Wit, Deſigns, and Diſpoſitions 
of them ; enquire into the Principles and 
Morality he advances; and if Good, make 
them Standards for our private Imita- 
tion. Thus will Learning be uſeful and 
wholeſome, our Improvement riſe gra- 
dually, as our Judgments ripen, our 
Breaſts be furniſh'd with Rules and Idea's 


noble and practicable, and remote from i 
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thoſe Trifles which moſt ſuit the popular 
Humour. 

We are not only to govern our Appe- 
tites in the Delights of Eating and Drink- 
ing, but alſo to enure them to alike Tem- 
perance in Reading ; that while we make 
uſe of Authors as Food, we may purſue 
that which 1s wholſome and profitable in 
thoſe things which we read with molt Plea- 
ſure. For as a City cannot be ſecure, if 
but one Gate be left open to receive the 
Enemy, tho” all the reſt be ſhut : So nei- 
ther can a Youth be ſafe, tho' he be ſuffi- 
ciently fortified againſt the Aſſaults of all 
other Pleaſures, whilſt he 1s without any 
Guard againſt thoſe of the Ear. And by 
how much the nearer the Commerce is be- 
twixt the Delights of that Senſe, and thoſe 
of the Mind and Reaſon ; by ſo much the 
more, when he lies open on that Side, is 
he apt to be debauch'd and corrupted 
thereby. 

I deſign this Caution principally in the 
Reading of the Poets; for tho Poetry may 
aftord ſweet and wholſome Nourtſhment to 
the Minds of young Men; yet it contains 
likewiſe no leſs Matter of Diſturbance and 
Emotion,, to them that want a right Con- 
duct in the Study thereof. The Epicurenns 
were ſo particular y pre judic'd againſt this 
Science, that as they look'd on it not on 
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ly as unprofitable, but hurtful, ſo it was one 
of their Injunctions on their Diſciples, 
Hose dyvoav, U dv muay, neither to read, 
nor make Poems : Youth therefore here muſt 
keep a Guard on its ſelf, and be careful 
of being ſeduc'd to their Hurt, by that 
which affords them ſo much Delight. For 
as Poetry many times deſcribes, by Imita- 
tion, foul Actions, unſeemly Manners, and 
Paſſions, the young Student muft not in 
Juch Deſcriptions (altho' perform'd never 
fo artificially and commendably) believe 
4h" all that is ſaid as true, or embrace it as 
| good; but give it its due Commendation 
only ſo tar as fit ſuits the Subject treated 
il of. For the Goodneſs of Things themſelves 
i MW differs much from the Goodneſs of the Imi- 
| tation of them : The Goodneſs of the Lat- 
ter, conſiſting only in Propriety and Apt- 
| neſs to repreſent the former. Now, the 
1 | Fiction and Repreſentation of Evil Acts, 
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1 when it withal acquaints us with the 
| 1 Shame and Damage befalling the Doers, is 
| ſo far from hurting, that it rather profits 


him that reads it: And Boys may be in- 
ſtructed by reading the Poets as they ought, RE 
to draw even from thoſe Paſſages that are 
moſt ſuſpected for wicked and abſurd, 
ſomething that is uſeful and profitable; 
F as the Bee is taught by Nature to gather the 
| {ſweeteſt Honey from the harſheſt Flowers, 
| and ſharpeſt Thorns, Mr. 
i | 
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Mr. Lock, in his Excellent Treatiſe of 
Education, ſeems ſo averſe to the Cheriſhing 
and Improving of a Poetick Vein, that he is 
againſt Boys making of Verſes at School, 
He thinks Parents ſhould labour to have 
it ſtifled and ſuppreſs'd as much as may 
be; and knows not what Reaſon a Father 
can have to wiſh his Son a Poet, who 
does not deſire to have him bid Defiance 
to all other Callings and Buſineſs. I can- 
not apprehend the real Danger he inti- 
mates from Verſification. Shall a Youth, 
becauſe he finds ſome Charms in writing 
an Epigram, or trying at an Elegy, in- 
ſtently ſhake Hands with all Thoughts and 


Deſigns of Gravity and Moment; Poeta 


xaſcitur, non fir, is a Maxim which will al- 
ways, in my Opinion, take off the Edge 
of this Argument: If Nature have not 
ſtrongly turn'd a Youth's Genius that way, 
if he be not born with the Seeds of Poetry 
in his Breaſt, he may with ſecurity read 
all their Works, and try his Fancy at eve- 
ry diſtinct Species of Verſe, yet not be in- 
jur'd as to the Meaſures he is to take in 
Life, either from his Parents Preſcriptions, 
or his own Inclinations. 

This great Man ſeems likewiſe to be of O- 
pinion, that Latin and Language are the leaſt 
Part of a Child s Education; I think Infan- 
cy can never be over-burden'd with too 

| many 
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many Languages, and that the utmoſt Care 
ſhould be taken to teach them to Children. 
There is no Condition of Life in which B+ 
theſe are not uſeful to them, and lead them 
equally to the Depths of Learning, or the 
eaſier and more agreeable Parts of Know- 
ledge. If this kind of Study, ſo painful 
and ſo laborious, is put off till Men are 
ſomewhat Older, and come to that Age, 
{tiled by the Name of Youth ; either they 
cannot make it the Object of their Choice, 
or if they do, they find it impoſſible to 
perſevere in it. *Tis to conſume that time 

in the Queſt of Languages, which is ſet a- 

part for the Uſe which ought to be made 

of them; *tis confining to the Knowledge 
of Words, an Age which wants already 

to go further, and ſeek for Things; *ris 

at the beſt loſing the fineſt and moſt valu- 

able Years of one's Life. 

So great and ſo neceſſary a Foundation 
can never rightly be laid, unlcſs it be when 
the Soul naturally receives every thing, and 
is capable of deep Impreſſions; when the 
Memory is freſh, quick, and fit for Study; 
when the Mind and Heart are void of Paſ- 
ſions, Cares and Deſires; and when thoſe 
who have a Right to diſpoſe of as, deſign 
us for long and painſul Labours. I am 
perſwaded, the ſmall Number of true 
Scholars, and great Number of Superfi- 

cial 
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cial ones, come from the Negle& of this 
Practice. 

Languages are no more than the Keys of 
Sciences ; yet he who deſpiſes One, flights 
the other, and there is a ſort of Courige 
needful to ſupport ſome Tempetrs againſt 
the Scandal of Learning: They have en— 
tertaind an eſtabliſn'd Opinion againſt 
Learned Men, they won't allow them to 
know the World, how to live, nor to have 
any Genius for Society; and ſo ſend them 
back ſtrip'd to their Cloſet and their Books. 
As Iznorance is an eaſie State, which coſts 
bur little Pains, moſt of the World fol- 
low it, and form ſuch a numerous Party, 
in Court, City, and Country, that the 
Learned cannot bear up againſt them. With 
many People, Learning and Pedantry are 
ſy nonymous: Nay, often when the rich 
Man ſpeaks, and ſpeaks of Learning, the 
Learned Man muſt be ſilent, liſten and ap- 
plaud ; at leaſt, if he would not paſs only 
for Learned. 

I grant that to take Meaſures wholly 
from Books, without looking into Men and 
Buſineſs, 1s like travelling in a Map, where 
tho' Countries and Cities are well enough 
diſtinguiſh'd, yet Villages and private Seats 
are either overlook'd, or too generally 

mark'd for a Strapger to find. To be 
_ conſtantly in the Wheel, has neither Plea- 
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ſure nor Improvement in it. A Man may 
as well expect to grow Stronger by al- 
ways Eating, as Wiſer by always Reading. 
Too much overcharges Nature, and turns 
more into Diſeaſe than Nouriſhment. But 
Books well manag'd, afford Direction and 
Diſcovery. They ſtrengthen the Organ, 
enlarge the Proſpect, and give a more uni- 
verſal Inſight into Things, than can be 
learned from unletter'd Obſervation. If 
they are well choſen, they neither dull the 
Appetite, nor ſtrain the Capacity, but re- 
freſh the Inclinations, ſtrengthen the Pow- 
er, and improve under Experiment : They 
entertain and perfect at the ſame time, 
and convey Wiſdom and Knowledge thro 
Pleaſure. 

I am not to learn, That the Poliſhing of 
our Underſtandings, whilſt we negle& our 
Manners, 1s of all Things the moſt inexcu- 
{able : It may be too frequently ſeen per- 
haps, that a Wiſe Man is not always 2 
Good one, and that the moſt Polite Ages are the 
leaſt Vertuous. But this may be attributed 
to the Folly of admitting Wit and Learning 
as Merit in themſelves, without conſidering 
the Application of them. The Deſign of 
Learning, ſays an applauded Author, is ei- 
ther to render a Man an agreeable Companion 
to himſelf, and teach him to ſupport Solitude 
with Pleaſure ; or, if be is not born to an E- 
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fate, to ſupply that Defect, and furniſh him 
with the Means of getting one. For Learning, 
=: whether Speculative or Practical, is, in popular 
or mix d Governments, the Natural Source of 
= Wealth and Honour. 
There are a Sett of Men in the World 
& who make it their Buſineſs to under-value 
and depreciate every Thing; theſe will not 
== want Sentences to the prejudice of Learn- 
ing They cry with a contemptuous and 
= magiſterial Air, that It uſually does but im- 
== prove what Nature endow'd us with : That He 
8 who wants good Senſe, is unhappy in having it; 
Vor he has thereby only more ways of expofing 
= himſelf: And that He who has Senſe, knows 
that Learning is not Knowledge, but rather the 
An of Uſing it. 
I have one Thing to obſerve before 1 
= cloſe this Head; which is, That however 
great and ſerviceable a Qualification Learn- 
ing is, it is not of equal Service or Impor- 
W tance to every diſtin& Degree of Men. Tis 
W ſcandalous for a Gentleman of Birth or 
Fortune to know no more than he owes to 
the mere Light of Nature, the Information of 
Company, or Family Converſation. But the 
Want of Letters and Politer Knowledge is 
Ja very excufable Defe& in him, who, after 
he is once gone from School, is never to 
have more to do with it as long as he lives. 
Can there be any thing more nen 
| than 
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than that a Father ſhould waſte his Money 
and his Son's Time, in ſetting him to learn 
the Roman Language. when at the ſame 


time he deſigns him {or a Trade; wherein 
he having no Uſe of Latin, fails not to 


forget that little which he brought from 
School, and which 'tis ten to one he ab- 
hors, for the ill Uſage it procur'd him? 
Could it be believ'd, unleſs we had every 
where amongſt us Examples of it, that a 


15 10 


Child ſhould be forc'd ro earn the Rudi- | 


ments of a Language, wich he is never to 
uſe in the Courle of his Le he is deſigned 
to; and neglect all the while the Writing a 
good Hand, and Caſting Accompts, which are 
of great Advantage in all Conditions of 


Life, and to moſt Trades indiſpenſably 


neceſlary ? 

If I can give my Son a Fortune ſuffi- 
cient to heep him above the Aſſiſtance of 
a Trade and Employment to help our his 
Subſiſtence ; if he have enough to make à 
Figure, and be independent on the World; 
let his Learning and Accompliſhments be 
as univerſal, as Schools and Academies can 
furniſh him withal ; but if Providence 
have plac'd him in a lower Sphere, if he 
muſt toil and ſtruggle thro' the World 
for a Livelihood, the Claſſick Learning 
will not be the beſt Step to his Ad- 
vancement: There are Attainments of a 


meaner 
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meaner Nature will ſerve him moſt, ſuch 
as will turn him beſt for Bu/ineſs, and 
are requiſite for a Man of Trade or Com- 
merce. 

I cannot ſhut up this Article, without a 
gentle Reproof to thoſe, who have been 
ſuch ſhallow Proficients from a Liberal E- 
ducation, that they have only a ſickly At- 
fectation of being thonvght Learned; theſe 
unedified Students will tell you, that Beołs 
are more inſtructive than Travelling, and give 
you to underſtand, that they are Maſiers of a 
tolerable Library. If you are at the Trouble 
of inſpecting it, perhaps you may find the 
Collection large, not of Choice and ſelect 
Authors: Number and Quality is their 


Recommendation, and if they are Gilt 


and Letter'd, well Bound, and of the beſt 
Editions, no matter what the Oglio conſiſts 
of; for the Poſſeſſors ſeldom put them out 
of their Ranks, or care to enter their boaſt- 
ed Library, but out of a Vanity and Am- 
bition of ſhewing it. 

Others there are, who by an intempe- 
rate Deſire of Knowledge, and unwilling- 
neſs to be ignorant of any Thing,are gree- 
dy of all Sorts of Learning, and Maſters of 
none ; fonder of knowing much than know- 
ing well, and had rather be ſuperficial Smat- 
terers in ſeveral Sciences, than to dive pro- 
foundly into any ſingle one: They every 
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where meet with Maſters to reclaim them; 
are Bubbles to their own vain Curioſity ; 
and often, by very painful Efforts, can but 
juſt extricate themſelves from the greater 
Ignorance. | 
Others again have the Key of the Sciences, 
but never enter themſelves ; they ſpend 
their Lives. in learning remote and uſeleſs 
Languages. The moſt trifling Idioms, the 
molt ridiculous and magical Characters, em- 
ploy their Minds, and excite their Indu- 
ſtry ; they pity thoſe who content them- 
ſelyes with their own Language, or at 
moſt with Greek and Latin. Theſe Men 
read all Hiſtorians, and know nothing of 
Hiitory ; run thro” all Books, but are not 
the Wiſer for any; their Defect is a barren 
Inorance of Things and Principles: But 
their beſt Collection, their greateſt Riches, 
conſiſt in Abundance of Words and Phra- 
ſes, which they huddle together, and 


load their Memory withal, while their 


Underſtandings are empty and unin- 

form'd. 
In fine, nothing has done Learning more 
Diſſervice among the ſenſible Part of Man- 
kind, than that indiſcreet Value which 
Men of Letters oftentimes put upon the 
moſt trifling Parts of Knowledge; that 
pixeopinoliuia in the way of Scholarſhip, 
of which Theophraſtus has given us a Cha- 
| racter, 
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racter, as it relates to humane Life and 
| Affairs. Tis this that has brought ſo ill 
a2 Report upon Criticks and Criticiſm, and 
EF ſunk extremely the Value of that Sort 1 
of Knowledge, which has been of ſuch 1 
excellent Uſe to the . when wiſely | 
© employ'd. 
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O ſooner are our Young Gentle- 
nen diſengag'd from the Con- 
finement of Schools and Uni- 
We verſities, but they deſire to ap- 
A pear independant in the World, 
to have their Conduct and Allowance in 
their own Hands, and to make a Figure 
from their own Actions and Appearance: 
There is now a new Formation of the 
Man begun, to which the Taylor, Milliner, 
Perukemaker, and Hoſier, are all to contri- 
bute in their ſeveral Occupations. There 
15 a Council held on every individual Part 
of the Body's Furniture, and the grand 
Buſineſs of Life ſeems to conſiſt in Know- 
ledge of Faſhion and Propriety of Dreſs. 

All Gentlemen of Fortune, at leaſt the 
Young and Middle Aged, are apt to pride 
themſelves a little too much upon their 
h Dreſs, 
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| 7:0: ; ; and conſequently to value others in 


E {ome Meaſure upon the ſame Conſiderati- 
on: For it is grown, as the Guardian hap- 
. pily obſcrves, of univerſal Uſe in the Conduct 


of Life : Civilities and Reſpe& are only paid 


N 10 Appearance. Tis a Varniſh that gives 
a Luſtre to every Action; a Paſſe-par-tout, 
chat introduces us into all polite Aſſem- 
blies; and the only certain Method of 


8 making moſt of the Youth of our Nation 
= conſpicuous. 


Nor is this Extravagance of Foppery con- 


@ fin'd alone to what we mighr call our Di- 
urnal Habit; nor can we be barely content 


to flouriſh in a Lac'd Coat and a Full-bot- 
tom'd Perriwig ; but we muſt be equally 
modiſh and tawdry in that Undreſs, we 
refinedly ſtile a Deſbabil'. We have too 
many of your empty Virtuoſo's, that are 
ambitious of glittering in this State of 
Negligence, and ſeem to take a gay Cap 
and I ppers, with a Scarf and Pariy-Colour d 
Gown, to be the Enſigns of Dignity and 
Diſtin&ion. 

The Advice to the Ladies in the Regula- 
tion of Dreſs, is as proper and applicable 
to our Sex, and the Reflection drawn from 
the primitive Deſigns of Habit as much 
a Subje& for our Meditation. We ſhould 
conſider that Cloaths were not the effect 
of Pride, but of Sin ; and that inſtead of 

making 


Ul 
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making us Vain, they ſhould ſerve to hum- 
ble and mortifie us, as having loſt that In- 
nocence which was a much greater Orna- 
ment to us than the moſt Glorious Appa- 
rel can be; ſince Shame was the Original 
of Cloathing, it ought to be Modeſt, and 
all Faſhions which are not ſo are ſinful, ar- 
guing the Wantonneſs of the Wearer, and 
provoking that of the Spectator, both which 
carry Sin in them. 

There is not a more contemptible Ani- 
mal in Nature, than a Man of mere Out- 
fide ; TI at once abhor and am aſham'd of 
the Creature, that can look on the Faſhio- 
nable Head of a Cane, or Hinge of a Snuff. 
Box, to be Accompliſhments ; that values 
himſelf only on exterior Ornaments, and 
thinks Conduct conſiſts in the Regulation 
of a Grimace, a practis'd Smile, or a ſtu- 
died Bow. | 

There are a Sett of ſuch intolerable Fops 
in the World, that ſeeing but a new-faſhi- 
on'd Shoe, will look upon their own and 
bluſh, and can no longer believe themſelves 
dreſs'd: That come to Church only to 
ſhew themſelves : Are proud of a ſoft- 
hand, which they preſerve ſo by a ſcented 
Paſte ; Laugh with or without Reaſon, 
| becauſe either way they ſhew the White- 

neſs of their Teeth ; They ſtudy an en- 


gaging 
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gaging Turn of the Head, and a ſort of 
Sweetneſs and Languiſhing in the Eyes, 
which they never forget to make uſe of, 
as Graces to ſet themſelves off : Their 
very Gaits are contriv'd and artificial, 
and every Step they take borrow'd from 
a Minuet: "Tis true, they wear Breeches 
and a Hat, and have ſome aukward Pre- 
| rence to Humanity, but they are ſo 
ſtrongly offenſive to good Senſe and Rea- 
E ſon, that I had rather ſee an honeſt Hod- 
© mandod with his Girdle of raw Guts about 
him. 
It may perhaps be reply'd, in Vindication 
| of Dreſs and Faſhion, that as Man is govern'd 
principally by his Senſes, and livelily ſtruck 
by the Qbjects which happear to him in an 
agreeable Manner, Cloaths contribut- to 
make us agreeable Objects, and we owe 
it to our ſelves to labour to appear ſuch. 
Every day's Experience ſhews us, among 
Variety of People with whom we are not 
acquainted, that we take Impreſſions too 
favourable and too diſadvantagious of Men 
at firſt ſight from their Habit. I think there 
is a Conduct and Medium to be obſerv'd in 
Dreſs, as much as any thing. A Youth in 
the Poſſeſſion of an ample Fortune, cannot 
recommend his Underſtanding, to thoſe 
who are not of his Acquaintance, more ſud- 
denly than by Kune in his Habit: As 


This 


to Faſhion, either in Diet or Habit, in Health 
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this is winning at firſt Sight, ſo a Perſon | 
gorgeouſly fine, gives as immediate Offence. 


Eft modus in rebus, ſunt certi denique fines, 

Quos ultra, citraq; uequit confiſtere rectum. 
Says Horace. 

There is a Mean in all Things; certain Rules, 

Which to tranſareſs confirms us Knaves or Fools, 


I would not have my Son practiſe Ruſti- 
city 1n his Apparel, or be careleſs therein 
to a Pitch of Naſtineſs ; let him be cauti- 
ous of either Extreme: There is a wide 
Interval betwixt the Soven and the Fop; 
and ſometimes as much Pride taken, and 
Affectation us'd, of being unlike the reſt 
of the World in Dreſs, as Equipping the 
Accompliſh"d Bean. | ; 

I would be underſtood, that I mean it is 
a fooliſh Thing, and which very much be- 
trays our Weakneſs, to ſurrender our ſelves 
wholly to reigning Cuſtoms, and be Slaves 


or in Conſcience : To have an Affection, 
not for thoſe Things which are beſt, but for 
'thoſe which are moſt ſought after and in 
Vogue. A Man of Mode cannot be long ſo, 
for Faſhions are very tranſitory ; One has 
hatdly deſtroy'd another, but *ris juſtled i 
-out by a newer, which mult it ſelf make 
Way for its Succeſſor, and which will * ; 
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be the laſt; ſuch is our Levity. During 
theſe Revolutions, an Age is ſpun out, and 
then all theſe favourable Embelliſhments 
are rank'd among Things paſt, and dead 
to Imitation. 

A Gentleman's Mien and Behaviour are 
ſufficient to diſcover him, without any 
great Dependance upon Shops and Taylors. 
E After all, the beſt way of diſtinguiſhing, 
is by the Qualities of the Mind Let Per- 
{ons of Condition ſtrive rather to be Richer 
in their Diſpoſition than the Vulgar : Let 
them put on a better Humour, wear a finer 
Underſtanding, and ſhew a more ſhining 
Fortitude. Let them appear remarkably 
@ juſt, inoffenſive, and obliging. This is the 
# way to be nobly popular, and gives them 
the Hearts, as well as the Ceremony, of 
their Inferiors. 

Is the Largeneſs of our Circumſtances 
to be taken as an Excuſe for Prodigality in 
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Habit? Becauſe we abound in Money and 
b Vanity, have we therefore the Liberty of 
being as expenſive and modiſh as we pleaſe? 
No, if our Fortunes ſwell to an Exceſs, let 
u the Surpluſage of our Wealth rather be 
0, employ'd in Cloathing the Poor : Let our Su- 
yr | perfluities ſupply their Want of Neceſſa- 


4 ries, and ſuch a generous Uſe of Fortune 
ary will give Luſtre to our Reputations, and 
" + 05 MBS make 
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and as Cloaths don't ſuppoſe a Man con- 


ban Dreſs. F 
make the World look with Wonder and 
Regard upon us. \ 
With what Advantage ſhall we convey ® 
our Memories to Poſterity, by making our 
Subſtance beneficial to our Country, and 
Jaying out our Abilities in the Service of 
Religion, in promoting Arts or Knowledge, 
in eaſing the Diſtreſs of ſuffering Merit, 
and ſetting it free from the Tyranny of 
Debts, and inſupportable Oppreſſion of a 
ſtarving Circumſtance ? *Tis to be hop'd 3 
we have, and always ſhall have ſhining 
Examples of Charity ; ſome that think 
themſelves Heaven's Stewards in the Appli- | 
cation of their Eſtates, and employ the in- 
truſted Talents in doing Offices of Good: 
Theſe Men can contemn the falſe Glare of 
a Wardrobe, and know that fine Cloaths ſig- 
nify nothing in the Value of a Man, be- 
cauſe they are but Signs of Wealth at beſt; 


fiderable, ſo neither can they make him ſo: 
Such Men as theſe rather deſpiſe this kind 
of Finery ; they are above ſtooping to the 
Vulgar Notion of Things, and ſcorn to 
eſtabliſh their Reputation by Counterfeit 
Signs of Worth, | 

believe I may dare pronounce it a ge- 
neral Maxim, That the greateſt Pride and 
Affectation in Apparel, are lodg'd with 
Perſons of the moſt ſubſtantial urns 
3 he 


" * * — VS 
; in , SS j A 1 1 1 2 1 „ee "2 P vt 0 
5 55 Za LETT bh Toa >. ea n . * r Re, of F 16 399 
TO BAYER e e C VP 
T 4 8 * 4 * Wh N 2 5 * b. 4 . 2 3 4 28 83 — . C >» iy "Sf 
. . W 7 . * A o 


Dreſs. 53 


The Souls of Idiots are actuated merely by 
frail Senſe, their Eyes are made their prin- 
cipal Directors, and draw them into every 
pleaſing Gaiety that ſtrikes their Fancy thro” 
that Senſe : Diverſity of Colour has there a 
powerful Charm; Beauty and Elegance con- 


ſiſt in the dear Variety, and Worth and 


Diſtinction are the Conſequences of their 
Finery. Theſe Fools in Trappings are enough 
to make Men of Gravity and ſound Rea- 
ſon ſick of rich Habits; and ſuch a Proſti- 
tution of Dreſs muſt make it nauſeous to the 
Wiſe. We ſhould be cautious of imitating 
the Extravagancies of a Blockhead in ma- 
ny reſpe&s ; and ſhall we ſet a Guard on our 
Actions only, yet at the ſame time put on 
the Colours of foolery ? It is ſinking be- 
neath our proper Level, going out of the 
Character we would in other Things ſup- 
port, and diſgracing the Dignity of our 
Nature, by admiring Trifles. 

I could wiſh our Country, like many Parts 
abroad, oblig'd its Subjects to a Diſtinction 
of Degrees in Habits ; that we had Sumptuary 
Laws to confine the Condition of Perſons, 
and aſſerting the Heraldry of their Dreſs, 
as well as Precedency in Birth and Qua- 
lity Then ſhould our Nobility be diſtin- 
guiſh'd from our Gentry ; our Gentry from 
Traders and Mechanicks ; and every Claſs 
and Order of Men reſtrain'd from an ille- 

= gal 
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gal aſpiring into a forbidden Station. How 
many Tricks have been carried on, For- 
tunes flole, and Frauds committed, by a 
worthleſs Inferior's putting on an Air of 
Quality, aſſuming a Figure he had no pre- 
tence to, and deceiving the Credulity of 
unſuſpecting Strangers, that have taken his 
Appearance of Grandour for real, and con- 
fented to their own Impoſitions from the 

ſuperficial Luſtre of a diſguis'd Varlet? 
There is one important Conſideration, 
which makes me with ſome Ardour deſire 
ſuch a Reſtriction ; which is, That the 
Credit and Fortune of an Induſtrious Tradeſ- 
man too often fink in the Supporting the 
Extravagance of thoſe, whom Vanity 
prompts to provide ſuch Apparel, as the 
State of their Purſe and Condition have no 
Pretence to. How many are there that pro- 
feſs Gentry in the World, and are proud 
of the boaſted Worth of their Families, 
yet have neither Honour nor Conſcience 
enough to diſcharge theſe perſonal Engage- 
ments, but protract Payment to an unrea- 
ſonable Date, and perhaps at laſt force 
their Creditor to the Trouble of a Proſe- 
cution ? *Tis an ignominious Piece of In- 
Juſtice in us to ſtand indebted for the 
Finery we have worn Thread- bare, and calls 
our Reafon as well as Honour in Queſti- 
on. Let us make the Caſe our own, and 
| we 
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we ſhall condemn the Practice with the ut- 
E moſt Freedom and Impartiality : If a re- 
E puted Friend preſume ſo far on his Intereſt 
in my Affection, as to borrow my Habit, 
and having borrow d, negle& to return it: 
Shall I not count him Diſhoneſt and Unge- 
= nerous ? and ſhall I, on the Strength of 
my Figure and Circumſtances, prevail on 
a Tradeſman to furniſh me on Truſt with 
what I mean to be careleſs in paying for : 
And ſhall not he have as vile a Suſpicion 
of my Integrity? Believe me, theſe inten- 
tional Delays are real Frauds ; and how- 
ever they appear in the Eye of the Law, in 
Fact they are but more licens'd Robberies. We 
may ſin this way with greater Indemnity, 
but the Eſcape of Puniſhment takes not off 
from the Blackneſs of our Crime: All, but 
ſuch as are accuſtom'd to the ſame Fault, 
will deſpiſe our Morals for it, and be apt 
to believe, that it is not bare Conſcience 


which reſtrains us from Enormities which 


would make us liable to a Judicial Correc- 


tion. 


It ſeems to me plain, that a diſtinguiſh- 
ing Bravery of Habit is only proper to mark 
out the Patrician, or add exterior Autho- 
rity to thoſe who are poſſeſs'd of pub- 
lick Charges in a Government, For as 
People generally take their Meaſures more 
from the Appearance than Reaſon of things, 

D 4 . their 
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their Apprehenſions are ſo diſpos'd, that 
they think nothing Great but what is Pom- 
pous, and glitters upon the Senſes: And if 
their Governours had not ſome Advan- 
tage of them in Figure, they would be apt to 
overlook their Character, and forget their 
Diſtance, Here is only an innocent Strata- 
gem, to deceive the Vulgar into Duty, and to 
«we them into a juſt Senſe of Obedience. 

But granting this Furniture of the Body 
may be ſomewhat of Guard to Authority, 
yet no publick Perſon has any Reaſon to 
value himſelf upon it: For the Deſign of 
this ſort of Hate is only to comply with the 
Weakneſs of the Multitude. He ſhould 
rather be ſorry that his Authority needs 
the ſupport of ſo little an Artifice, and de- 
pends in any Meaſure upon the Uſe of ſuch 
Trifles. Nor in reality are we to imagine 
the Magiſtrate cannot ſupport his Office 
without fine Cloaths: For if he be furniſh'd 
with general Prudence, with Abilities par- 
ticular to his Buſineſs, and has a compe- 
tent Share of Power, he needs not doubt 
his Influence over the People. 

It may be likewiſe urg'd, with reſpect 
to Quality, that withour the additional d1- 
ſtinction of Dreſs, it may be ſufficiently 
maintain'd by Title, Arms, and Precedency : 
And that there is no Neceſſity for Perſons, 
without Jurisdi&ion, to march always with 

| Colours 
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Colours diſplay'd, or make a needleſs O- 
ſentation of their Wealth and Grandour, 
For admitting that Perſons of Quality have 
ſome little Colour for their Vanity, yet 
Singularity ſeems to have always a Spice of 
Arrogance in it. 

Beſides, if we will weigh the Matter 
juſtly, for Perſons of Condition to expect 
an extraordinary Obſervance upon the Ac- 
count of fine Cloaths, argues them conſci- 
cous of their own little Worth, and ſeems 
to imply, that the greateſt Part of their 

Quality comes out of the Dreſſzng- Room 
That having nothing to prefer them to the 
| Eſteem of the Judicious, they are content- 
ed to take up with the Ceremony of the 
# Ignorant, and with a little Glitter and Pa- 

8 ceantry draw the gazing unthinking Mebile 
to admire them. | 
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| 4h 
% Upon the whole Matter, the appearing | | 
© Pompous in Equipage, or Habit, is but a [1 
Z Vain-glorious publiſhing our own Grandour ; 11 
a ſilent Triamphing over the Inſeriority of 
others; and is in effect to proclaim ourſelves 
extraordinary People. Should we not ſneer 
and think it odd in a Soldier, to give a 
Hiſtory of his Valour and Conduct in Con- 
verſation? Or for a Man of Learning, to 
make Harangues upon his own Parts and 
| Performances, and tell the Company how 
Ignorant they are in reſpect of him: And 
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yet we can ſubmit to let our Vanity boaſt 
it ſelf in glaring Colours, and the Richneſs 
of our Outfide ſpeak the real or pretended 
Exceſs of our Circumſtances, without think- 
ing ourſelves accuſable to the World of 
Pride, or a nauſeous Oſtentation. 

There is one Thing, more than the Odi. 
um of Vanity, which makes this over-curi- 
ous Regard to the Drapery worthy to be 
cenſur d: That when the governing Paſſion 
in a Man lies this way, it too generally 
poiſons his Diſpoſition to good Offices: His 
Charity is diſabled, his Good Nature fails, 
Juſtice is overlook'd, and he is loſt to all 
the Noble Purpoſes of Life : Hence are 
Relations neglected, Tradeſmen unpaid, and 
Servants tinted to mortifying Allowances, 
for the ſupport of this Vanity: To ſee theſe 
inſignificant Ornaments valued at ſo great 

a Rate, and preferred to the Neceſſaries 

of Life, and Regards of Virtue, is no ſma!! 

Diſparagement to the Underſtandings of 
Mien. 

But the general and prevailing Mode of 
the Times may be admitted as a Plea of no 
ſmall Weight in Defence of Dreſs For that 
tis as great a Weakneſs to be out of Faſhion, 
as to affect to be in it: The World are 
for Ornament, and we give it them; are 
covetous of Superfluity, and we ſhew it ; 
ſome value others for their five Linnen, or 

rich 
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rich Silks : Nay, and there are ſome Places 
where a Broader or Narrower Lace on our 
Cloaths, will gain or loſe a Man Admit- 
tance. But after all, however General this 
Cuſtom is, 'tis at beſt but a ſpreading Con- 
tagion, and Epidemical Foolery of the Age; 
and we ought in Prudence no more labour 
to humour it than we would a Srfeit ; for 
let it prevail never ſo much amongſt the 
weaker Claſs, the more polite and reaſo- 
nable Spirits will always diſtinguiſh bet wit 
Merit and mere Faſhion. 

To define the Matter rightly, a Faſhiona- 
ble Man is like a certain blue Flower, which 
grows ſpontaneouſly in plough'd Grounds; 
it choaks the Corn, ſpoils the Crop, and 
takes up the room of ſomething better ; it 
has no Beauty nor Value, but what is 
owing to Whim, Born and Dead in the 
{ame Inſtant : To Day it is in Vogue, and 
the Ladies deck themſelves with it; to 
Morrow *tis neglected, and left to the 
Vulgar. But a Man of Merit, on the con- 
trary, 1s a Flower which we do not de- 


© ſcribe by its Colour, but which we call by 
its Name, which we cultivate for its Scent 


or Beauty: One of the Graces of Nature, 


one of the Things which beaurify the Crea- 
tion, admir'd by all Men in all Ages, which 
= our Fathers valued, and we after them have 


as great a Value for, 
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In ſhort, thoſe that are deſirous to ſet 
up for Fops and Coxcombs, ſhould be „in- 
gular in their Habit : Thoſe that would 
avoid this Imputation, ſhould be modeſt 
in their Dreſs; and Men of Merit deſire no- 
thing more. For a handſome Woman, the 
more natural ſhe is, ſo the more beautiful; 
as ſhe loſes nothing by being Careleſs, 
without any other Ornament than what 
ſhe draws from her Beauty and Vouth : 
As an Innocent Grace that ſhines in her 
Face, animates every little Action ſo much, 
that there would be leſs Danger to ſee her 
adorn'd with all the Advanrages of Dreſs 

and Fahion : In like manner an honeſt Man 

is reſpe&ed, independant from all that out- 
ward Shew, by which he would endea- 
vour to make h.s Perſon more grave, or | 
venerable, and his Virtue more ſpecions, 
A ftarch'd Behaviour, affected Modeſty, a Sin- 
gularity in Habit, add nothing to Probity, 
nor heighten Merit; but rather hurt, and 
often make it look leſs pure and more ſuſ- 
pected. 

So ſhort and tranſitory as Life is, ſo 
many Duties as we have to run thro” to fit 
us for Futurity, ſhould be Conſider. tions 
to make us thirk of more than laying out 
our Time on Dreſs and Faſhion : For what 
will become of theſe Faſhions, when Time 
it ſelf ſhall diſappear ? Virtue alone , the 1 
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leaſt in Faſhion, will be able to ſurvive 
Time, 

It falls out with many People in this Caſe 
of Dreſs, as it does in other Gallantries ; 
they fancy themſelves diſpens d with, on 
Account of ther Age and Fortune, from 
being diſcreet or regular: They borrow 
from Court the worſt part of the Court, and 
appropriate to themlelves Vanity), Luxury, 
Intemperance and Libertiniſm, as if all thoſe 
Vices belong'd to them: Thus affecting a 
Character far diſtant from what they ought 
to maintain, they become, according to 
their Wiſhes, true Copies of moſt Wicked 
Originals, They ſtep in like manner out of 
all Decorum in point of Habit; and 'tis an 
Obſervation, that Ordinary People, when 
they happen to abound in Mzyzey and Va- 


nity, have their Houſes and Perſons as rich- 


ly furniſh'd as thoſe who are much their 
Superiors in Quality. 

But how great is the Madneſs of ſome 
private Men, who, being poſſeſs'd of large 
Eſtates, which their Fathers got for them 
by Trade and Iuduſtry, form their Wardrobe 
and Equipage from the manner of the No- 
bility : And by exceſſive Expence and ri— 
diculous Statelineſs, provoke the Laughter 
of the whole Town, which they a while 
fancy is dazled with their Luſtre, till they 
ruin themſelves in the End with labouring 


to 
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without any other Ornament than what | 
ſhe draws from her Beauty and Vouth : 
As an Innocent Grace that ſhines in her 
Face, animates every little Action ſo much, 
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gularity in Habit, add nothing to Probity, Þ 
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So ſhort and tranſitory as Life is, ſo 
many Duties as we have to run thro” to fit 
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leaſt in Faſhion, will be able to ſurvive 


* Time. 


Ic falls out with many People in this Caſe 
of Dreſs, as it does in othcr Gallantries ; 
they fancy themſelves diſpens d with, on 
Account of ther Age and Fortune, from 
being diſcreet or regular : They borrow 
from Court the worſt part of the Court, and 
appropriate to themlelves Vanity), Luxury, 
Intemperance and Libertiniſm, as if all thoſe 
Vices belong'd to them: Thus affecting a 
Character far diſtant from what they ought 
to maintain, they become, according to 
their Wiſhes, true Copies of moſt Wicked 
Originals. They ſtep in like manner out of 
all Decorum in point of Habit; and 'tis an 
Oblervation, that Ordinary People, when 
they happen to abound in Mone) and Va- 
nity, have their Houſes and Perſons as rich- 
ly furniſh'd as thoſe who are much their 
Superiors in Quality. 

But how great is the Madneſs of ſome 
private Men, who, being poſſeſs'd of large 
Eſtates, which their Fathers got for them 
by Trade and Iuduſtry, form their Wardrobe 
and Equipage from the manner of the No- 
bility : And by exceſſive Expence and ri— 
diculous Statelineſs, provoke the Laughter 
of the whole Town, which they a while 
fancy is dazled with their Luſtre, till they 
ruin themſelves in the End with labouring 


to 


Wh Dreſs. 
to make themſelves ridiculous ! The Fool- 
iſhneſs of ſome Pretenders in the City, in 
their wretched Imitation of Court Accom- 
plihments, is more Offenſive than the II- 
breeding of Ordinary Men, and the Ruſ- 
ticity of Villagers. 

Indeed the molt improper Things we 
commit in the Conduct of our Lives, we 
are led into by the Force of Faſhion ; and a 
prevailing Cuſtom too often makes us at 
againſt the Rules of Nature, Law, and Com- 
mon Senſe. The general Affectation among 
Men, of appearing greater than they are, 
makes the whole World run into the Ha- 
bit f the Court; nor does the Humour pre- 
vail only on thoſe whoſe Fortunes can 
ſupport any Change in their Equipage, nor 
on thoſe only whoſe Incomes demand the 
' Wantonnefs of new Appearances ; but on 
thoſe alſo, whoſe Circumſtances in reality, 
would ſcarcely reach to cloath them with 
Decency. A Simplicity of outward Appear- 
ance, is the Ornamental Habit of thoſe, 
who deſire to be taken Notice of for more 
than their Dreſs. Indeed the Man who 
is ſingle and free in tne World, if he has 
ſome Share of Senſe, may live and make 
a Figure above his Fortune or Quality: But 
this is not ſo eaſily done, if he is confin'd. 
For Marriage ſeems to range every Body in 
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But when J am admitting a Single Man 
to make this Figure in Life, I cannot al- 
low him to throw away too much Money 
or Inclination upon Curiofity in Habit. For 
Nat this rate of Management, a Man loſes 
his Miealih and Reputation at the ſame Time; 
makes himſelf expenely Ridiculous, and o- 
verſhoots Extravagance itſeif It is equally 
faulty in a Man to launch out into over- 
lange Expences in any other Subjects of 
Vanity; for one of a middle Station and 
moderate Fortune to value himſelf on a 
2 Splendid Table, to affect Pomp and Finery in 
the Furniture of his Hhuſe or Lodgings, to 
be only p'eas'd with Recreations fit for his 
Superiours, or aim at the Pride of keeping 
too many Attendants. 
A very rich Man, ſays Monfieur Bruyere, 
may eat his Dainries, paint his Cieling and 
Accoves, regale himſelf at his Palace in the 
Country, and keep another in Town, 


* 


marry his Daughter to a Duke, and buy a 
Title for his Son; this is juſt, and within 
Wis Compaſs ; but it belongs perhaps to 
Wother Men tolive Content. What is dor, 
Pumptuou ſue ſo, and Magni ficence in People of 
BO ality, is Extravagance, Folly, and Imperti- 
euce in Private Men. A Cleopatra may drink 
own a Pearl worth a Province, and not 
Fd the N iſs of it; tho Reaſon, Morality, 
and Religion, ſhall condemn the ky : 
1 . ut 
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1 hundred Families ? 


All the Atonement which Men can make 
for Wanton Expences, which is a ſort of in- 
ſulting the Scarcity under which others la- 


But ſhall mere Plebeians, only becauſe they 
are rich, have the Impudence to {wallow 
|. at a ſingle Morſel the Nouriſhment of an 


bour, is, that the Superfluities of the Weal- 


. thy give Supplies to the Neceſſities of 


the 


Poor. For what a prodigious Number of 
People do our Vanities maintain, and what 
a Circulation of Money do they occaſion! 
Providence in this Caſe, ſays the Seecrartor, 


| | makes uſe of the Folly which we will not give 
ito up, and it becomes Inſtrumental to the Support 
* of thoſe who are willing to labour. But this 
WW J am ſure cannot fairly be alledg'd as an 


l ing Baits for the Reſpect of others. 
l : It would ſurely be no ſmall Curb on 


i" Vanity, and ſerve to regulate our Expenices 


| this way, if we would look back on 


: * 


Frugality of the Antients. Every thing they 
did agreed with their Circumſtances; their 
Expences were proportion'd to their Income; 

| I iveries, Houſbold Goods, Equipages, Tables, 
lf | | City and Country- Houſes, were all meaſured 


* Excuſe for Prodigality in Habit: No Com- 
4 miſeration of the Wants of our Fellow- 
Creatures makes us exceed in this reſpect; 
our thoughts have entirely another Turn, 
and we are feeding our own Pride, and lay- 
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Joy their Revenues and Conditions; they had 
© leſs than we have, and had enough; richer 
by their Oeconomy and Modeſty, than their 
| Revenues or Demeſnes. They never knew 
how to deprive themſelves of Neceſſaries 
to get Superfluities, nor to prefer Show to 
3 Nay, let us but have regard to 
our own Anceſtors, two or three Genera- 

tions back, and we ſhall find them as 

ug. T hey were Strangers to the For- 
mality of Jax-Iluminations, negligent of 
the Splendor of appearing in their Coaches, 
and were of the Opinion, that Men had 

Legs given to walk on, and they uſed 
them. They did not ſuppoſe they "ſhould 
be Eſteem'd a whit the more for being 
Maſters of a Glittering Chariot, a Nume- 
ro Retinue, and Six. Horſes to draw them 
in State. Indeed at this time of Day, a 
Nan is in ſome Meaſure to be forgiven, 
Z who fancies himſelf the greater Vit, and 
the more nobly deſcended, becauſe of his 

Rich Coaches, Fine Cloaths, and Splendid E- 
quipage z "tis but the ſame Opinion which 
Ihe reads in the Faces and Eyes of thoſe 
vwho addreſs him. 

Every Man of Senſe, that ſees another 
making a ſhew with Trimmings and Em- 
troidery, may perhaps tacitly admire the 
Fancy of the Taylor, but will be ſure to 
deſpiſe the Oſtentation of the Owner : 55 e 
| aVe 
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have an elegant and accurate Deſcription 
of theſe profeſs'd Fps in a very happy 
Writer, whoſe Words I believe the Rea- 
der will no more grudge to peruſe, than 
I do to trauſcribe. “ Ask him what a 
Clock "is (ſajs he,) and he pulls out a 
* Watch, which for the Workmanſhip is 
* a Maſterpiece ; the Handle of his Sword 
is an Onix, and he wears on his Fin 
ger ſo large and bright a Diamond, that 
it dazzles your Eyes to look on it: He 
wants none of all thoſe curious Toys, 
which are worn more out of Oltenta- 
tion than Service; and is as prodigal 
in his Dreſs, as a Young Fellow, who 
has married a rich Widow. Well, at laſt Þ 
you have given me the Curioſity to ſee 
at leaſt all his Finery; but ſend me hi- 
ce ther thoſe Cloaths and Fewels of his, and 
I'll excuſe you his Perſon.” 

To draw towards ſome Concluſion on 
this Head, let me recommend the Opinion 
of ſo wiſe a Man as Cicero in reſpe& to 
external Ornaments. Adbibenda eſt prate- 
rea munditia, non odioſa, neq; exquifita nimis; 
tantim que fugiat agreſtem & inhumanam 
negligentiam. Eadem ratio eſt habenda veſti- 
tus; in quo ficut in pleriſque rebus, mediocri- 
tas Optima eſt. We muſt have a Regard to 
Cleanlineſs, which we are not to run into too 
exquiſite and offenſive Nicety, but only fo far 
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| as to avoid Ruſlicity, and a Negligence below 
3 oy Dignity of our Nature. We are to take 
. ile ſame Meaſures as to our Apparel; in which, 
as in moſt other Things, a due Mean is com- 
13 

This due Mean muſt terminate in ſuch 
à Regulation of our Cloaths, that they may 
5 neither, by their Finery, declare that we 
© ſet too bigh a Valuc on our ſelves, nor by 
their Negligence and Naſtineſs, look as if 
we would have the World eſteem us Brutes. 
Slovenlineſs, ſays Theophraftus, is a lazy and 
beaſtly Negligence of a Man's own Perſon, 
| whereby he becomes ſo fordid, as to be en- 
( ſive to thoſe about him. It is a Quality very 
various in its Kind, as well as Degrees ; 
ſometimes confin'd to Habit in general, 
ſometimes incident to Men moſt accom- 
E pliſh'd in Dreſs. There are ſome the moſt 
coſtly and accurate in the Furniture of their 
Bodies, yet diſgrace that Nicety with an 
unſufferable Dirtineſs of their Skins, or let- 
ting their Nails grow to the Length of 
Eagles Talons. There are others who will 
neither bear a Spot on their Cloaths, nor the 
© leaſt Soi on their Fleſh, yet are ſo coarſe 
and negligent in their Diet, that they will 
2 without ſcruple fall to a Diſh, which a Por-. 
ter would be diſguſted at. And there are 
& {till another Tribe of Animals, who are 
1 careleſs and unpoliſn d in their on Bet 
J Ons, 
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68 Dreſs. 
ſons, yet are afraid of being polluted by 
the Dirt of their Neighbours. 

We likewiſe meet with thoſe in Con-! 
verſation, who delight and pride them- | 
ſelves in being Haves: A Sett of Men, who, 
without being ſubje&ed to it by che Un- 
kindneſs of their Fortunes, are contented 
to draw upon themſelves the Ridicu'e of 
the World in this particular. But whether | 
this Affectation be always owing to mere 
Habitual Naftineſs, or whether Avarice has 
not a great Influence, is hard to determine, 
Nothing is more obvious than to ſee Men 
of known Wealth and Ability ſhrunk out of 
their proper Character, and ſhuffling about 
the Town, with a Weather-beaten Wig, 

a Thread-bare Coat, darn'd Stockings, and 

a dirty Shirt: They are ſo much out of 
their Element when dreſs'd up, that they 
only then ſeem to think themſelves in Diſ- 
guiſe ; and yet expect People ſhould ſee their 
Quality and Circumſtances thro' their ruſty 
Outſide, and pay a deference to their Wealth, 
tho” cloak'd in Beggary. 

This Singularity is equally Contemp- 
tible and Blame-worthy, as Finicalueſs and 
Foppery ; but Mankind in general is wed- MW 
ded to Extremes. The Medium between 
a Fop and a Sloven, is what every Man of 
Senſe ſhould endeavour to keep, and not 
be ambitious of tranſgreſſing in Sie 'Y 
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= 11 
4 kind: We ſhould make the great Phocion's 1 
Wife our Example, who deſpis'd the more 1 
delicate Parts of female Garniture ; and 1 
= as /Elian in his various Hiſtory words it, ll 
= junio de mjfwrh WP Th gwgegovrn d eeο¹ 10 
be ulw Tois nagsor: She firſt array'd herſelf in | ll 
* Temperance, and then put on what was neceſ- Ell 
„ ſary. The Expreſſion cannot need a Com- "It \! 
ment, for its Meaning is plain and eaſie to 4] 
be comprehended. 1 
© The ſame Author tells us, That when 1 
Diogenes came to Olympia, and perceiv'd MM 
© ſome Rhodian Youths dreſs'd with much 410 
= Splendor and Magnificence, with a Smile il | 
of Contempt he ſaid to himſelf, This is all 1 
| 7 Arrogance. Afterwards ſome Lacedæ monians A | 
falling in his way, as mean in Habit as te 
former were fine, This, ſays he, is another Wy || 
= piece of Arrogance. 4 * 
15 It was a Cuſtom of the old Philoſophers, 5 0} 
and principally of the Cynicks, to make an FF} 


Oſtentation of Rags and Naſtineſs, as if the 
firſt regular Step to Wiſdom were to com- 
mence a oven I do not well know how 2 | 
they ſupported their Aurhority, or could * 
8 
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male their Precepts receiv'd by ſuch mea- 
B ſures in thoſe Ages; but Lam ſure at this 
time of Day, few Things make a Man ap- 
pear more deſpicable, or more prejidice = 
his Heaters againſt what he is going to o- 
fer, than an aukward or pitiful Dreſs. x 
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Therefore, as I have already more than 
once advisd, let us reſtrain our Conduct 


on this Head to the Bounds of Moderation, 


and therein we ſhall be ſure to preſerve 
Decency, and neither become the Objects 
of Diſreſpett nor Ridicule. 
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CONVERSATION, 
| AND THE 


Choice of FRIENDS. 


T is a famous Saying in Ari- 
105 Dy flotle, That he who is pleas' d 
WE with Solitude, muſt either be a 
15 1350 wild Beaſt, or a God. This 

Obſervation ſeems to import 
55 much, That thoſe Beings who can 
live without a ſociable Correſpondence, 
are extraordinary, either in their Defects, 
or Perfections: They muſt be under the 
Standard of Human Nature, or above it; 
and have ſomething that is either Savage, 
or Divine in their Compoſition. 

The Faculty of interchanging our 
Thoughts with one another, or what we 
expreſs by tte Word Converſation, has al- 
WI 75 
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72 Converſation, and the 


ways been repreſented by moral Writers 
as one of the nobleſt Priviledges of Reaſon, 
and which more particularly ſets Mankind 
| above the Brute Part of the Creation. Hu- 
man Nature is ſo imperfect, that it has 
not found enough to furniſh out a Solitary 
Life. Paradiſe, barr'd from all Commerce, 
[th would-be inſupporcable, and make a Man 
Fi run Mad with his Happineſs : Since Fe- 
licity conſiſts in the Converſation and Soci- 
ety of ſome rational Creature to ſhare with 
us in thoſe Things we eſteem Bleſſings. WM 
If we conſider the whole Scope of the 
Creation that lies within our View, as in 
the Natural and Corporeal Part, we ſhall 
perceive throughout a certain Correſpon- 
dence of the Parts, a Similitude of Opera- 
tion, and Unity of Deſign . ſo in the Mo- 
ral and Intellectual World, we ſhall ob- 
ſerve in the Spirits or Minds of Men a 
Principle of Attraction, whereby they are 
drawn together into Communities, Friend- 
ſhips, and the various Species of Society. 
This correſponding ſocial Appetite in Hu- 
man Souls is the great Spring and Source 
of Moral Actions: It inclines us to an 
Intercourſe with our Species; produces 
that Sympathy in our Natures, whereby 


we feel the Pains and Joys of our Fellow- 
Creature. 


The 
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The Benefit of Converſation, if there was 
nothing elſe in it, would be no inconſide- 
rable Improvement; for Diſcourſe creates 
a Light within us, and diſpels the Gloom 
and Confuſion of the Mind ; It raiſes Fan- 
cy, reinforces Reaſon, and gives the Pro- 
ductions of the Mind better Colour and 
Proportion. Converſation, ſays Mr. Collier, 
is like the Diſcipline of Drawing out, and muſ- 
tering ; it acquaints a Man with his Forces, 
and makes them fitter for Service. © 
But not to confine my ſelf barely to the 
Definition, or abſtracted Efe&s of Conver- 
ation, I muſt obſerve, that at our firſt pi. the 
ing out into the World for ourſelves, w 
are ever for endeavouring to eſtabliſh an 
Acquaintance; that Acquaintance is natu- 
rally endear'd by Converſation, and the ha- 
bitual Converſation improv'd into a Friend= 
ip: When we are once engag'd with the 
Pokey of a Man, the Intimacy, is con- 
tracted into narrower, Lines; We begin t 
deſire to participate of his Counſels, thin 
our own Conceptions and Deſigns imperfe& 
till communicated, and are eager of pour- 
ing out the Seerets of our Souls. 
This Propenſity in Nature ought to ſet 


us early on the Exercife of our Reaſon; if 
we axe forward of contracting an Inti- 
macy, let our Judgements firſt examine 
with whom ; there = fatal Conſequences 


attend- 
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attending a raſh Converſation, as well as real 
Advantages in a well-grounded Union. Let 

us conſider by times, ere we are inſnar'd or 
ſeduc'd, that there are more Companions 
in the World than Good ones; that Con- 
ver ſation does not conſiſt alone in empty 
Prattle, or vain Flaſhes of Wit and Merri- 
ment, but rather in Admonition and Im- 
provement. 

The Hours which we ſpend in Conver- 
ſation are the moſt pleaſing of any which 
we enjoy ; yet there is very little Care 
taken to improve ourſelves for the frequent 
Repetition of them. And the common 

Fam in this Caſe, is that of growing too 
ntimate, and falling into diſpleaſing Fa- 
miliarities, where even the Den of Con- 
verſation is inverted. IE we were to give 
a ſerious Attention to every trifling, vain, 
and impertinent Thing ſaid in Company, 
we ſhould be aſham'd to ſpeak or hear; 
we ſhould perhaps condemn ourſelves to a if 
perpetual Silence, more injurious to Con- 
verſe than unprofitable Diſcourſe. 
»Tis a ſad Thing, when Men have nei- 
ther Wit enough to ſpeak well, nor Judge- 
lf ment enough to hold their Tongues ; this is 
[| the Foundation of all Inpertinence. Who 
1 can promiſe himſelf, in keeping much Com- 
| ; pany, to avoid meeting with certain vain, . 
I light, familiar, and poſitive People, who 
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are the ſpeaking Men in Converſation, and 
compel every one elſe to hear them? And 
yet perhaps theſe Men either ſpeak before 
they think, or tediouſly ſtudy for every 
Thing they ſay. There is certainly ſuch 
a Thing as ſpeaking well, ſpeaking juſtly, and 
ſpeaking ſeaſonably. 

In the Company we keep, we ſhall often 
meet with Perſons who diſguſt us with their 
= ridiculous Expreſſions; with the Novelty and 
= Inpropriety of the Terms they uſe, which 
come from nobody's Mouth but their own, 
and were not deſign'd by the firſt Inventors 
to ſignify what they intend *em for. They 
obſerve neither Reaſon nor Cuſtom in their 
Diſcourſe, but ſpeak according to their 
fooliſh Whimſies. Fond of being Pleaſant 
and ſhining in Converſation, they run inſen- 
ſibly into a peculiar Jargon, which becomes 
at length their natural Dialect. All their 
Thoughts are wrap'd up in Metaphor, and 
© they are above expreſſing any one Thing 
in the common Way. 43 
Ho often are we teas'd in Company 
with a Coxcomb, who ſtutters out ſome of 
his own Follies and Vanities ; has ſo little 
Conſideration for the Time, Perſons, or De- 
cency, that he tells every one their own with- 
out intending it; and no ſooner ſets him- 
ſeilf down, but he diſobliges the whole Ta- 
ble, and does not perceive it? Theſe Com- 
4 2 panions 
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panions are ſo grating and uneaſie, that one 
would ſubmit to be cloiſter'd up in a Cell, 
rather than ſupport the Fatigue. of them. 

I have already obſerv'd, that on our 
coming into the World, we cannot be too 
Cautious in the Choice of our Company; ſo 
neither can we ſet too great a Guard. on 
our Lips, or think we may be careleſs what 
Words eſcape us. We may as eaſily lip 
into. Offence with our Tongues, as incur 
Danger by too open and inquiſitive Ears, 
and this way ruin the Advantages of Conver- 
ſation, For tho' the Comforts of Humane Life 
depend on Society, tho' it is a Pleaſure of 
the firſt magnitude; yet Company is ſo dan- 
gerous, and Speech ſo liable to be deprav'd, 
that what was intended for our Advantage, 
becomes often the Source of our greateſt 
Misfortunes. We are apt to connc it a Part 
of our Birthright to let looſe aur Tongue, 
and to uſe the Spur where we ſhould uſe 
the Bridle. Thus Converſation is generally 
corrupted, and he that enters into: Com- 
pary, has almoſt as many Snares as Compa- 
niong. Every one, by his Diſcourſe, Example, 
or Bebavicur, does recommend to ug, or in- 
print in us, or by a kind of Contagian inſon- 
ſibly inſeci us with fame Vice or other; ſo Ml 
that Converſation, which was intended to 
culti vate our Minds, and civilixe the World, 
bath turn'd it almoſt to a Wilderneſs. £ Z 
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But therefore ſhall we take Pet at the 
World ? Shall we run into Deſarts to avoid 
Society, and bury ourſelves in Solitude for 
fear of being infected? Shall we quit out 
Stations in Life, turn Savage by ourſelves, 
and ſuffer no Company, for fear of Bad? No; 
it is ſufficient only that we uſe Caution, that 
we borrow A(/iſtances from our Senſe, our 
Reaſon, and our Education, that our Words 
and Manners be ſtri& and unblemiſh'd, and 
that we labour neither to be ſeduc'd to our 
Detriment, or lay Snares for trapping of 
Others: This is a Point of ſuch Importance, 
that upon it depends the whole Cowrſe of 


Young Gentlemen's Lives and Manners : The 


frequenting with Wicked Companions brings 


them acquainted with Vice, makes them be- 
hold it without Emotion, by Degrees they 


begin to act it with ſome Phaſare,and Time 
breeds in them a Habit of loving it. 
St. Auguſtin, by a lou, but very apt, Al- 


luſion, has fet out the Danger of i Company; 
h is a Nail (ſays he) driven into a Poſt with 
a Hammer, which after the firſt and ſecond 


Stroke, may be drawn out with little Difficulty ; 
but heeng once driven up to the Head, the Pin- 
cers can take no hold to drarw it out, which can- 
not be done but by Deſtruction of the Wood. It 


is even thus in relation to Society, we may be 
eaſily wean'd from pernicious Companions, 


before they ate wedg d into out Souls and 


E 3 incor- 


the Heart with an Affection to Goodneſs. 
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incorporated with us ; but when once they 
have taken hold of us by a ſtrong and deep 
Intereſt, the Separation cannot be made with- 
out imminent Prejudice: The Phyſical 


Advice of the Poet, is very applicable to 
this Subject, , 


Principiis obſta; ſero Medicina paratur, 
Cum mala per longas invalutre moras. 


Guard againſt the firſt Symptoms of your 
Diſtemper ; for Medicines are apply'd too late, 


when the Malady has got Head thro' too long 
Delays. 


- The Differences of Men are in ſome 
Meaſure to be read in their Behaviour, and 
a ſhort Obſervation of that will often tell 
us as much as a long Conference and In- 
tercourſe. It is our Buſineſs therefore, 
before we fix our Companion, to take out 
Leſſons trom his Deportment for our Secu- 
rity, to ſurvey what Recommendations he 
carries with him,. and be as timorous, as 
we ſhould be of going aboard a leaky Veſ- 
ſel in a troubled Sea. 3 

Now, as the Hazards are great of a Diſ- 
ſolute Converſation, ſo, on the other Hand, 
there is nothing that puts better Thoughts 
in a Man than a good Companion : For Ex- 
ample hath the Force of Precept, and touches 


It 
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It is indeed a fair Step towards Happineſs 
and Virtue, to delight in the Converſation 


of good and wiſe Men; and where thoſe can- 


not be had, it is beſt to keep no Company at 


all. There are ſome Perſons whoſe Com- 


pany we cannot too much frequent; tis cer- 
tain, by ſeeing them often, beſides the In- 
provement we have by being with them, 
we 24in a good Eſteem to our ſelves, as we 
perfume our felves unawares by walking 
amongſt the Jeſſamins and Orange-Trees. A 
Man of good Breeding and good Morals hath 


S ſolid Virtues in him, and when we once 


love him for theſe Endowments, we ſhall 
always love him. 

However we are ſupplied with Vit and 
Learning, we ought {till ro be more willing, 
to hear than to ſpeak, to learn than to teach 
It being a great Folly'to be more ready 
to ſhew all that is in us, rather than 
learn Knowledge of another; to ſpend our 
own Stock, rather than to get New. Ap- 
plauſe attends a Moderation in this reſpe&, 
and we ſhall be valued while we are nei- 
ther over filent nor over talkative ; the ff 
Error may lay us open to a Cenſure of 
Stupidity or Scorn, and the latter will ren- 
der us accuſable of Giddizeſs of the Brain. 

There is one Unhappineſs of mix'd Con- 
verſation, whichreigns too much in all Com- 
panies, an A ffectation of being reputed Ora- 
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tors, and ſpeaking Above the Pitch of Com- 
prehenſion. The beſt Art of Speech ſhews 
it ſelf under a natural Dreſs. Our Diſ 
courſe ſhould never ſmell of Study and Ela- 
111 borateneſs: It is a Pedantry that deſerves 
it not the Benefit of Pardon: for unleſs our 
Speech be fitted to the Capacities of thoſe 
wee diſcourſe with, tho' it be never ſo ela- 
big borate, it will rather confound than edifie. 
11 Too much Fancy is not neceſſary in our 
| Converſation ; it begets vain and puerile 
ws Idea's, which tend neither to make us wiſer 
48 nor better, Our Thoughts ſhould be pro- 
| 1 duc d by good Sexſe and right Reaſon, and 
1 ought always to be the Effect of our Fudge -· 

ment. i 
I do not know whether I am not in 
Gme ſort ſlipp'd from my Argument, and 
giving Directions rather for our manner of 
Speech, than Converſation in general ; however 
it this be not the main Body of the Subject, 
I dare ſay it muſt be look'd upon as a 
material Branch. We are obnoxious to ſo 
many criminal Indecencies of Expreſſion, 
that giddy and unintended Words frequent- 
ly make the Danger of Society ; and theſe 
habitual and uncorrected Faults often con- 
tribute to pervert the Manners, and debauch i 
the Mind. . 5 
Our Words, and common Strain of Talk- 
ing, may be very blameable and pernici- 
1 | ous 
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cious in many. Kinds; they may be o- 
uard, abuſive, and ſcurrilous; they may be 
= wanton, vicious, aud obſcene ; they may be 
loaded with Oaths and Imprecations,or tow'r 
into a yet higher blaſphemous Zmpiery. 
= To ſpeak and to end, with ſome People; 
are one and the ſame Thing. Their Diſ- 
poſition is ſharp and bitter, their Language 
W mingled with Gall and Wormwood, and 
Railing, Injury, and Inſolence run from their 
Lips like Spittle. The little Vivacity 
and Wit they have, do more Hurt than 
other Men's Dulneſs ; not always ſatis- 
fied with giving ſharp Anſwers, they at- 
tack frequently with Arrogance ; they ſtrike 
whenever they ſpeak, and wound the Pre- 
8 ſent and Abſent, at leaſt in their Repu- 
E tations. Inſtead of giving ourſelves over 
to ſuch rude and injurious Liberties, we 
CE ſhould weigh our unborn Words in the 
8 Ballance, make our Speech temperate and 
decent, and keep it up to a Strain of Cur- 
teſy and Civility. Nothing can more charm 
than that Graciouſneſs of Language, One 
nd illos quidem quos damnat offendit, That gives 
10 Offence even where it gives Reproef. Good 
= Words are aftorded at the fame Price as 
ill, and are not only cheap, but preva- 
lent upon all Occaſions, The Air: and 
= Manner, which we neglect as little Things, 
ate frequently what the World judge us 


7 by, 
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by, and make them decide for or againſt 
us. A little Care to appear obliging and 


polite before Men, will prevent their ma- 
king a bad Judgement of us. The leaſt 
Thing in the World is enough to make 
People believe we are proud, uncivil, dif- 


dainful and diſobliging : On the other Hand, 


as little is requird to be eſteem'd the 


Contrary. To make our ſelves be heard 


with Pleafure, we muſt ſay ſuch Things 
as others will be glad to hear, and fay them 
pleaſantly, which is the beſt way to make 
us be belov'd : For Politeneſs ſeems to be 
a certain Care, by the manner of our Word. 
and Actions, to make others pleas'd with 
us and themſelves. It gives a Man the 
Appearance of ſuppos'd Vertues, and makes 


him feem that without, which he ought to 


be within. In ſhort, it puts Merit forward, 
and renders it agreeable ; and a Man muſt 
have eminent Qualifications to ſupport 
himſelf without it. 

As to the ſecond Vice of Speech, it is 
of a Nature no Apologies can excuſe; and 
whenever introduc'd in Society, ſhews 
Conver ſation at a very hw Ebb indeed, ot 
the Morals of the Company bad to a De- 
gree : It is very rare that an artful double 
Entendre can have a Grace, but a down- 
right Obſcenity muſt always be ſhocking : 
Modefly is a Qualification that ought to 

reign 
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reign in all Diſcourſes : We ſhould ſuppoſe 
her fitting at the Head of our Tables, and 
expect her Cenſure and ſevere Correction 
whenever we are rude enough to put her 
to the Bluſh : Let us be cautious of of- 
fending ſo nice a Miſtreſs, nor let her 
ſee us pleas'd at Wantonneſs., We ought 
to keep our Hearts from drawing in the 
Breath of Obſcexe Diſcourſes, which are the 
very Peſt of Converſation. Let us guard 
our Ears, check the Pleaſure in our Eyes, 
and preſerve our Minds and Inclinations 
untainted, We ſhould learn herein to imi- 
tate the Philoſopher Xenocrates, who be- 
ing asked an obſcene Queſtion, made no- 
Reply: Being again importuned to anſwer; 
{aid moſt commendably, De tali re te homi- 
nem vanum interrogare decet, me autem re- 
ſpondere nequaquam, Dou ſhould put your Que- 
ſtions of this ſort to ſome vile and light Compa- 
nion, it is fitting in me to give jou no Auſwer. 

In Short, Obſcene Speeches, like Oil falling 
upon Linnen, will ſpread much; and as 
the Poiſon of the Body enters by the Mouth, 


ſo the Poiſon of the Heart enters by the 


Ear; and therefore thoſe who have Honeſty 
in their Hearts, will have only civil and 
modeſt Words in their Mouths. # 
The too common Faſhion of Oaths and 
Imprecations, ſavours ſtrongly both of Le- 
vity and Prophane neſs. It is a Sin 2 


84 Converſation, and the 


flies in the Face of an expreſs Command- 
ment; our Oaths call the ſacred King of 
Heaven a Witneſs to all the Vanities we 
utter: Who, were we rightly to conſider, 
can only teſtify to our Diſobedience : We 
are not to take his Name in vain, or to 
ſtrengthen our Aſſeveration by ſuch an Ap- 
peal. Let is this Crime grown into a Cu- 
ſtom, and the Invocation of our Maker to 
every Trifle uſed but as a florid Expletive 
in Speech. Diſcourſes are adorn'd with 
Oaths and Blaſphemies by way of Tropes and 
Figures; and yea, yea, and nay, nay, are not 
only litterally, but ſignificantly baniſh'd 
out of Converſation. It muſt be both Want 
of Senſe, and Religion, that can make a Man 
guilty in this Kind. And it was excel- 
lently well ſaid, That this Foly had no 
Temptation to excuſe it, no Man being born 
of a fwearing Conſtitution. The other Species 
of this Enormity, is as impious a Habit of 


Imprecation. Daring and inſolent ! Shall 


we that cannot add one Cubit to our Sta- 
ture, wiſh Damnation to the Soul of our 
Brother? Or ſhall we confirm the Fooleries 
of our Tongues, with calling down Perditi- 
on on our own. Heads, and not expect the 
Almighty ſhould take us at our Words? 
Blaſpheming is another Part of the Exe- 
crallłk Faults in Speech; and one that ſtands 
in the higheſt Rank of Hupiety. It is an 
e Inſulting 


Choice of Friends. 85 


| infutring of Heaven, and all Things ſacred ; 
| a Crime peculiarly of tkeGrowth of Atheiſm, 
| and which ſurely can be practis'd only by 
© thoſe, who have renounc'd all thoughts of 
& Futurity, flattered themſelves out of the 
| Exiſtence of a Godhead, that either hears 
_ or can avenge their Impiety : I ſay, it 
Þ ould be only theſe Reprobates, that can 
give into a Guilt of ſo horrid a Com- 
plexion; yet, I fear, this Abomination is 
Y uſed for Wit and Gallantry, even by ſuch 
as are check'd in Conſcience at it; by ſuch 
: Jas are ſcar'd at Nature's common Opera- 
tions, and ſhrink into Corners at the Grum- 
| bling of Thunder. 
l will expatiate no farther on theſe Heads, 
but rather draw them, and the Subject of 
my Diſcourſe, into an Application; which 
is, that we ſhou'd look on all theſe Vices 
ef the Tongue with Contempt, Horror, and 
Deteſtation; that we ſhould guard againſt 
the Practice of them in ourſelves, and that 
Caution will ſecure us from being infected 
A 2 them in other Perſons; it will be a Di- 
WeRion in the Choice of our Acquaintance, 
9 and teach us to abandon the Commerce of 


Liberties. There is no greater Mark, nor 
Piſcovery of a Man, than to judge him by 
Whe Company he keeps, it being impoſſible 
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Thoſe, who give themſelves a Looſe in ſuck 


N Put that he ſhall much reſemble them, and 


86 Converſation, or the 


partake of ſome of their Qualities. Bad 
Company is very contagious to the wiſeſt 
and beſt ſettled Men; for as Plutarch has 
ſomewhere obſerv'd, Si juxtà claudum habi. 
tes ſubclaudicare diſces : If you live too near a lame 
Man, he will unavoidably teach you to halt. | 

Amongſt wiſe Men, the principal End of 


Company is Conference; and Conference to be 


better'd by, is not uſually met with in 
Crouds ; the Chattering of Magpyes is bet- 
ter Muſick than a Conſort of ſenſeleſs Per- 
ſons, and a Deſart is to be prefer'd before 
debauch'd Companions; for the Wildneſs of 
the Place is but unchearful, whilſt the Wild- 
neſs of lew'd Perſons is infectious. 
Judgement and Caution are therefore to 
be employ'd: to direct us in the Choice of 
thoſe with whom we covet to be familiar 
and intimate, and we muſt not catch at 
the Offers of every forward Companion, 
who courts our Acquaintance. It will con- 
cern us much, not to be too raſh in faſten- 
ing on the next that may accidentally offer; 


nor preſently to affect every one thar pre- 


tends: to be fond of our Friendſhip. Let 
the Search rather begin on our own Part, 
and our Choice fix on thoſe who approve 
themſelves really worthy of our Reſpect: 


For what is cheap and with Eaſe obtain'd, 


is too often below our Notice. Perſons 
who officiouſly ſtick and twiſt themſelves | 
THY about 
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about us, are generally ſuch as deſerve our 
Scorn and Contempt; and upon a long and 
© ſerious View of all Circumſtances, we ought 
i; © rather to court the Kindneſs of thoſe who 
are of Repute in the World, and may prove 
1 moſt advantagtous to ourſelves. The 
Reply of the famous Zeuxis, to ſome 
who blam'd the Slowneſs of his Pencil, 
E deſerves our Conſideration ; That he theres 
re em a long Time in painting, becauſe he 
2 deſign d his Work ſhould laſt to Eternity. So 
he that would ſecure a laſting Friendſhip 
and Acquaintance, mult firſt deliberately 
: judge and thoroughly try its Worth, before 
he ſettles it. 
; It may be objected, that this Curioſity of 
; choice and Judgement is dependant on every 
caſual Familiarity and Commerce, and only 
; lof Uſe in reſpe& to the ſtricteſt Friendſhips. 
But let us conſider that the moſt caſual 
E Converſation is an Avenue to Friendſhip, and 
| Ihe ſtricteſt Unions generally are founded 
Jon ſlight Occurrences. Familiarity and Con- 
venſe are the genuine Products and En- 
ioyments of true Friendſbip; and the higheſt 
Pleaſure the beſt Friends aim at, is a mu- 
Y cual Exchange of good Humour, a daily 
Complaiſancy in each others Company, and 
Ba free Communication of their Thoughts, De- 
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That which procures Love and Friend. | 


ſhip in the World, is a ſweet and, obliging 
Temper of Mind, a lively Readineſs in doing 
good Offices, together with a conſtant Ha- 
bit of Virtue ; than which Qualifications Wl 
nothing is more rarely found in Nature. 
This World is linked together by Love, and 
Men by Converſation ; and one of the greateſt 
Pleaſures we enjoy herein (it duly weigh'd) 
is the ſweet Society of a Friend, which 
multiplies our Joys, and divides our Griefs, 
There can be no ſtricter Union upon Earth 
than that of a virtuous Friendſhip : And no- 
thing can be more ſatisfactory, than to 
improve and benefit that Perſon who is thus 
become a Part of us. bis boy) 
J would not be thought to aſſert, that 
we ought to confine ourſelves only to on 
Friend, but, amongſt the reſt, there ſhould 
be one eminently ſo. The Term carries 
Society in it, but afteas not a Herd ot 
Number. A Friend being uſually call'd 
and eſteem'd another ſelf, is a convincing 
Argument that the Number Two is the 
adequate and compleat Number of Friend. 
ſhip ; and ſuch was it accounted by the 
Roman Poet, when he ſaid, Nos Duo turba 
ſumus. The moſt eager Affection, if derived | 
among numerous Objects, like a, River 
derived into ſeveral Channels, muſt needs 
flow very weak and languiſhing. nm 
2 
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Wil at once the Foundations of ſeveral Ac- 
uaintances, we leave each unfiniſh'd; and 
when we have ſcarce fix'd on one, our 
Love immediately palls there, while we 
paſſionately purſue {ome other: Like Wo- 
men of the Town admitting the Embraces 
Sor all Gallants that come, at the gay Ap- 
Jpearance of the laſt which occurr'd, we 
WnegleR, ſlight, and forget the former, and 
dne joſtles the Image of the other out of 
Jour Fancies. 

The uſeful and profitable Converſations, 
which give a right Stamp and Impreſſi- 
Won to our Minds, are thoſe Friends that 
will be Supporters to us in our Proſperities, 
fe- guards in our Difficulties, Counſellors in 
dur 


With thoſe we ought to contract a ffrict 
Acquaintance and Inwardneſs, and embrace 
heir Company upon all fitting Opportu- 
ities. We ſhall ſee ſome who have hot 
nd cold Fits of Friendſhip, that ſhall hug 
ou one Day, and not know you the next. 


| o be avoided in Converſation: A good Man 
Will always keep a ſteady Courſe of Friend- 


tream, and never change, but be a perpe- 
K ual Spring. 
There are three Requiſites, as Plutarch 
Nells us, to true Friendſhip; Virtue, as a 
Thing 


r — 


oubts, and Comforts in our Adverfities. 


his Uzevenneſs of Temper is by all means 


Whip, which may always run like a ſmooth 


2 
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Thing lovely and defirable ; Familiar Con- 
verſation, as pleaſant ; and Advantage, as 
neceſſary. For we muſt firſt chuſe a Friend 
upon a right Judgement made of his excel- | 
lent Qualities; having choſen him, we 
muſt perceive a Pleaſure in his Converſe, 
and upon Occaſion, he muſt be uſeful to 
us in our Concerns. All which (efpecially 
Judgement in our Choice, the main Point 
of all) are inconſiſtent with à numerous 

Acquaintance. 3 
Now that humane Friendſhips are partly 
founded upon the Wants and Imperfection 
of Nature, may be ſaid without Diſparage- 
ment to ſo noble a Relation. The Ex- 
change of Offices, when *tis manag'd with 
Frankneſs and Fidelity, excites native Ge- 
nerofity, and improves into Confidence and 
Aﬀeftion. Indeed to derive Friendſhip meer- 
ly from Indigence is in my Opinion to mil- 
take its Original, and aſſign it too mean 
an Extraction. Inclination, and Eſteem, and 
. Generofity, ſeem more creditable and likely 
Cauſes of ſo noble a Production. Tis 
Worth, and Bravery, and good Humour, which 
engage one virtuous Perſon to another. 
Theſe Quatities excite Admiration, and Ad- 
miration improves into Love, and Love pro- 

ceeds to Intimacy and Union. 

1 believe I may add, that Conformity of 
Judgement and Temper, ſeem no inconſi- 
8 . derabie 
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erable Motives to begin a Friendſhip. A 
Rcſcmblance in Humour or Opinion, a Fancy 
r the ſame Buſineſs or Diverſion, is often- 
Ines a ground of Affection. Men love to 
Je their Thoughts and Inclinations ap- 
rovd; and Nature, like Narciſſus, is 
Wrangely taken with its own Reflection. 
Man fees his own Being, as it were, 
ubled and extended in his Friend; and 
Hen 'tis no wonder if he loves him. This 
frequent Riſe of Friendſhip gives no ſmall 
uanction to Ariſtotles Definition of it, 
ay nluy lus Solty owwa Ter evorreg'» that it is com- 
d of a ſingle Soul inhabiting a Pair of Bodies. 
The Poets whoſe Deſcriptions ought al- 
Fays to have Truth and Nature in View, 
ro all Ages, even down to the Moderns, 


Wave kept up to the ſame Notions of this 
eat Union; and Dryden's Anthony and Dolo- 
a are a ſubſtantial Proof of it. 


— I had a Friend that lov'd me, 
I was his Soul, he liv'd not but in me. 
e were ſo clos d within each others Breaſts, 
The Rivets were not found that joyn'd us firſt : 
That does not reach us jet; — We were ſo 
mix d 
4 1 Streams ; both to ourſelves were 
oft. 
We were one Maſs, we could not give or take 
But from the ſame, for He was 1; I, He. 
1 Tully 
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Tully was the firſt who obſerv'd, tha bs 
- 


Friendſhip improves Happineſs and abazif 
Miſery, by the Doubling of our Joy, 0 
Dividing of our Grief: Theſe are EfteaM 
indeed that extremely add to the Price Mi 
an Intimacy; for the beſt Society and C 
verſation is that, in which the Heart hu 
a greater Share than the Head. 7% 
who have no Friend to diſcharge their Car 
and their Grievances upon, ſays Mr. Collin 
are (if one may ufe ſo hard an Expreſſion) i 
ſort of Cannibals to 1 aud Prey up 
their un Vitals, A fwelling Diſcount 
is apt to ſuffocate and ſtrangle withoulM 
Paſſage. Whereas thoſe who live withiM 
the Communication «f Friendſhip, have a Ve 
for their Misfortunes. They may ſafcyM 
go to the Fortom of the Matter, repo 
the niceſt Caſe, and expoſe the Part aftciM 
ed to Cure and Compaſſion. Friend 
has a noble Effect upon all Accidents and 
Conditions: It relieves our Cares, raiſes ou 
Hopes, and abates our Fears: It doubles ou 

Joys, and dwides our Griefs. A Friel 
who relates his Succeſs, talks himſelf into 
a new Pleaſure : And by opening his M 
fortunes, leaves part of them behind hin 
Friendſhip, like ſome univerſal Medicine 
works contrary Ways; but always to th: 
Benefit of Nature. And as the Union 
Bodies fortifies the Action at home, and 
weaken 


= 
2 oc. 
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eakens the Impreſſions of Violence, fo 
Were is a proportionable Improvement 
om the Union of Minds. 

WF lt is Cicero's Advice, that we ſhould pre- 
r Hiendſbip to all humane Things, and 
Ss Reaſon is, Nyhil eft enim tam Nature 
rum, tam conveniens ad res, vel ſecun- 
Ws vel adverſas : Becauſe there is nothing ſo 
Wrreable to Nature, or ſo convenient to our 
Fairs, whether in Proſperity or Adverſity. It 
a2 Quality of that refin'd Nature, that 
abſolutely renounces a Commerce with 
F ice; and Vertue alone begets or maintains 


= What is Life ta him who cannot repoſe 
Wis Cares on the mutual Benevolence of a 
W:ic:d? What greater Blefling is there, 
Whan to poſſeſs the Man with whom you 
Way intruſt the Secrets of your Soul, 28 
Wafcly as with yourſelf 2 Where wauld 
Wc the great Advantage of good Fortune, 
Pithout a Partner to ſhare the Joys of your 
Wucceſs? So Calamity would be an inſup- 
Portable Weight, without ane, whole Pity 
Ind condoling Kindneſs are fond of caſing 
ou of half your Burthen. All other Things 
Heſirable in Life, are good, as appropriated 
Wo ſome particular: Mone) ſerves our Uſes, 


5 ches procure us Reſpect, Honeuss gain us 
pplauſe, Pleaſures contribute to our Enjoy- 
ment of the World; Health ſecures us a- 


gainſt 


our Limbs. Friend/hip contains in it of 


Conſonance to humane Nature. When Ma 
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gainſt Pain, and gives us the the true Uſe of 


Number of Conveniences; it is of Serra 
in all Exigencies and Circumſtances of Life 
is to be excluded from no Place, or Occ, 
fion; can never be unſeaſonable, nevi 
troubleſome. _ | 1 

The ſame great Orator gives a ſignal 1 
ſtance of the Force of Friendſhip, and in 


cus Pacuvius wrote his Tragedy of Pyla4iiſ 
and Oreftes, wherein the latter being in da, 
ger from the Reſentments of a Prince, u 
whom he was perſonally unknown, the ga 
lant Pylades, to reſcue his Friend from Death 
proclaim'd that he was Oreſtes ; and Oreſteg 
as fearful of his Friend's Danger, ſtrove u 
convince em of the Error they were running 
into thro' the Generoſity of Pylades, and u 
conſtantly aſſerted, that he alone was th: 
obnoxious Perſon. The Philoſopher make 
the following Remark on ſo pathetick ail 
Incident; Stantes plaudebant in re fta: quit 
arbitramur in vera fuiſſe fafturos ? Facile in- 
dicabat ipſa natura vim ſuam ; cam homines, 
quod facere ipfi non poſſent, id redctè fieri in 
altero judicarent. The Audience, ſays he, ap: 
plauded the Fiction; what are we to think thy 
would have dont, had it been a Reality? Ni- 
ture herſelf without Conſtraint conſeſs'd he 
Force, when Men judged that bravely done 

it 


4 
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another, which they could not have per ſorm'd 
bemſelves. 1 | 
= Now tho' many ard ſignal Advantages 
re reap'd from Friendſhip, yet it ought not 
Jo flow from a ſordid Hope thereof, or be 
Wounded on ſo baſe a Bottom as Intereſt. 
For as we are liberal, and inclin'd to good 
WOffices, not to make a Merit or be thank'd 
Wor our Services; (for we are not to play 
he Uſurers in Benefits, but be carried to | 
WBounty by a Propenſity in Nature) ſo we q 
Wnuſt conceive that Friendſhip is not to be [ 
Wought from aView to Profit,and an avarici- 
Ws Inclination, but all its Fruits and Advan- 
Wages ſhould conſiſt in the Paſſion of Love, 
Wind mutual Benevolence. This Correſpon- bl 
Wdence of Love is to put them on an abſo- 
Wute Equality ; and all their Emulation and 
WStrife muſt be, which can get the Start in 
Hcts of Kindneſs. 
On whatever Terms of Inequality: the 
nion be contracted, Love mult reconcile 
he Lines of Difference, and make them 
Fun parallel. He that ſtands on an Emi- 
Hence of Fortune, muſt ſtoop his Hand for 
His Friend, and raiſe him up towards his 
own Ground. The Advantage muſt be 
aid aſleep. There muſt be no Challenge 
f Superiority, or Diſcountenancing of Free- 
om on the one hand: Nothing of Envy 
r Repining on the other. As far as Fru- 
dence 
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- Stinting of Inclination, no Computing upon 


and prevent his Deſires, nor give him time 


Importunities againſt Juſtice are feaveriſiſf 
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dence and Juſtice will permit, we ought to 
uſe a Friend with all the Frankneſs and Ge. 
erofity imaginable. There muſt be no 


Favours for fear we ſhould do more than 
we receive; for this is more like Me- 
chandize than Friendſhip. Exactneſs, and. 
Management, and Obſervation, are Signs 
of Indifferency and Diſtruſt : Such a Practice 
may do well enough among Strangers, bu 
a Friend ſhould be treated at a nobler Rate, 
and uſed with more Confidence and Affe. 
ion. We ſhould examine his Occaſions, 


to think he wanted an Aſſiſtance. A For- 
wardneſs to: oblige, is a great Grace upon 
a Kindneſs, and doubles the intrinſick 
Worth. - nM 

If the Conſiderations of Profit were to 
be the Cement of Friendſhip, as the 4dvar® 
tage ſlacken d, the Union would diſſolve 
But as Nature cannot be chang'd, ſo Friend 
ſpips eſtabliſh'd on her Principles are ne. 
ver impair'd, but are of equal Duratio 
with Life. | . 3 

It ought to be a principal Law in Friend 
ſhips, neither to require an unjuſt Thing tog 
be done, nor to do one on Importunity:| 
Friendſhip there loſes its Name, where Vioſ 
lations of Conſcience or Hoeuour intrude. Al 


Deſires 
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Peſires, and not to be qualified. He that 


* 


vould engage me unwarrantably, takes 


ne for an ill Perſon: His Motion is an 
atfront, and J ought to renounce him for 
che Injury of his Opinion: This Rule 
proves the Max.m I but now advanced, that 
ea! Friendſhip could only be amongſt good Men, 
and exiſts in Virtue. 

. has been à pretty difficult Queſtion, (ſays 
MC 1ctxr0o) whether neu Friends, that are not 
worthy of being admitted into Friendſhip, are 
ver to be prefer'd to old Ones: As it is uſual 
Wo eſteem young Horſes above thoſe worn with 
Mars and Service: A Doubt, ſays he, unwor- 
hy of a Man : For we ought not to be. ſatiated 
ith Friendſhip, as with other Things. Moſt 
Whings (like Wines that will bear Ape) 
hould have an additional Sweetneſs from 
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Hate, we may believe the Wiſdom of the Son 
f Sirach : Forſake not an old Friend, for the 
eu is not comparable to him: A new Friend 
as neu Mine; when it is Old thou ſhalt drink 
=: with Pleaſure. 

As we are to indulge a Friend when choſe, 
o likewiſe our Election muſt be regulated 
y Time: We are not to be raſh and pre- 
Fipitate, but let Deliberation and Judgement 
pprove our Choice. Bead H gla& , 


3 Mbh. The ſacred Author, I before 
y F quoted, 


Time: And in this one Inſtance under de- 


ys So RATES; Make thyſelf a Friend 
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| quoted, ſtrikes in with the Reaſonableneſs 
| of this Opinion; if thou would'ſt get a Friend, 
| prove bim firſt, and be not haſty to credit: Fir 
[if | ſome Man is a Friend jor his own Occaſion, aud 
W will not abide in the Day of thy Trouble. And 
Wh there is a Friend, who being turn d to Enmit) 
1. and Strife, will diſcover thy Reproach. *Tis 
| Bl plain therefore that we ought to make M 
19 choice of Perſons of ſuch Honour for out 
„ Friends, as if they ſhould ceaſe to be ſo, 
Wt will not abuſe our Confidence, nor give us 
| F cauſe to fear em as Enemies. £ 
| [i As the Danger of Converſation lies in the 
11 Society of Perſons of vicious Principles, ſo the 
11 greateſt Hazard of contracting Friendſbip, 
118 is for fear of falling into the Hands of Fa- 
1 terers. For Flattery, to deſcribe it in 2 
19 Word, is no better than Intereſt under the 
| Diſguiſe of Friendſbip: Tis a ſmooth Ap-W 
14 plicat on to the Vanity of another. The 
41 Art conſiſts in ſtealing on the Blind fide, if 
1 1 ſeizing #he Humour, and. managing the 
148 Weekneſs of a willing Property : With on: 
18 of this Conſtitution, Terence's Obſervation 
| 4 is valid, Obſequium amicos, veritas odiun, 
[it parit : That Obſequiouſneſs alone makes then 
| 1 Friends, and telling the Truth incurs the 
1 over ſion. fr 
W's The Wealihy and the Powerful are moi 
'i cdbaox ĩous to this Sort of Impoſition. 4 4 
1 Hatterer s Aim is generally Jutereſt ; an 
| te 
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Wherefore he'll endeavour to ply where 
here's moſt to be gotten. Thieves don't 
ec to ſer upon Beggars; a poor Man's 
rains are not worth the Plundering : He 
nay be allow'd to underſtand himſelf, and 
Wnake the moſt of his Diſcretion, if he pleaſes. 
Ho purſue ſuch Game as this, is but Loſs 
Wof Time, and ſetting a Butterfly. 

As Conformity of Manners goes one ſtep 
towards the Eſtabliſhing of Friendſhip ; the 
latterer will be ſure to take care to ſuit the 
Lemper of him he means to play upon. 
His Buſineſs is to counterfeit the Inclina- 
ion, and affect the Diverſions of another. 
le is for Town or Country, for Com- 
any or Retirement, for Exerciſe or Eaſe, 


s the Word is given, and the Freak of his 
: broperty dire&s. 


* 


Did Hattery indeed, as moſt other Mis- 
e 


hut, as Worms breed moſt in ſweet and 


render Woods; ſo uſually the moſt oblig- 
ning, the moſt brave, and generous Tem- 


pers, readylieſt receive, and longeſt en- 
Wrertain the flattering Inſe& that hangs and 
grows upon them. Ir is a Diſeaſe which, 
fear, too many bring upon themſelves by 
harbouring too large Idea's of their own 
2 | F 2 Merit, 
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Merit, which makes them think another: 
cannot well out-praiſe them. Our Affeci. 
ons uſually blind our diſcerning Faculties; 
and hence it is that we are fo frequently 
expos'd to the Attempts ot a Paraſite, un- 
der the Diſguiſe and Vizard of a Friend, 
For Self-Love, that grand Hlatterer within, 
willingly entertains another from without, 
who will but ſooth up and ſecond the Ma 
in the good Opinions he has conceiv'd of 
himſelf. For he who deſervedly lies under i 
the Character of one that loves to be flat: 
tered, is doubtleſs ſufficiently fond of him. 
ſelf; and thro' abundance of Complaiſance 
to his own Perſon, not only wiſhes, but 
thinks himſelf Maſter of all thoſe Perfections 
which may recommend him to others. 

It is a Buſineſs of no ſmall Importance, 
and which requires no ordinary Circum- 
ſpection, ſo to be able to know a Flatters 
14 in every Shape he aſſumes, that the coun- 
| i terfeit Reſemblance ſome time or other i 
| 
| 
| 


8 


1 | bring not true Friendſhip itſelf into ſuſpi- 
1 tion and Diſrepute: A Man may hold an 
lf 1 unknown Flatterer in his Boſom, till the i 
1 Hour of Tryal once advances, when his 


id I verbal Friendfhip ſhould be put in Practice, 
N and his ſwoln Pretenſions of Service amount 
to ſomething more than a bare Profeſſion, 
4 | For then he begins to confeſs Falſehood, 
lf BY withdraws his Familiarity, puts — of 
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Tonſtraint and Coolneſs, and yet would be 
Bought rather to ſeem ſorry that he can- 
Mot, than unwilling to lend his Aſſiſtance. 
| 5 Thakeſpear, in a Speech of his Julius Caſar, 
as admirably decipher'd theſe Shadows of 
riendſhip, where he thus obſerves ; 


— — Ever note, Lucilius, 

IW hen Love begins ts ſlacken and decay, 

It uſeth an inforced Ceremony ; 

There are no Tricks in plain, and ſimple Faith. 

But hollow Men, like Horſes, hot at hand, 

Make gallaut Shew, and Promiſe of their 
Mettle ; 

But when they ſhould endure the bloody Spur, 

They fall their Creſt, and like deceitful Fades, 

Sink in the Tryal. 


W This is the true Characteriſtick of a pro- 
Wſling Friend, and the direct Oppoſite of 
real active one. Amicus certus in re incert4 
BS rritur, ſays Ennius. A true Friend is diſ- 
Haguiſh'd in the Criſis of Hazard and Ne- 
Wcfity ; when the Gallantry of his Aid may 
ew the Worth of his Soul, and the Loyal- 
of his Heart. The ſame Sincerity of 
Love, that taught his Tongue to ſpeak kind 
hings, engages him to confirm his Kind- 

Wcls by Action. 
Flatttery, in ſhort, is nothing but falſe 
Friendſhip, fawning Hyprocriſy, diſhoneſt 
23 Civility, 
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niſh : But that of a Flatterer, as it is cor- 
rupt and diſeas'd in itſelf, fo ſtands it inf 
need of many, and thoſe curious and ex- 
quifite Remedies too, to correct it. | 

It muſt be our Care therefore, with the 
utmolt Penetration we are Maſters of, to 
make Diſcoveries of the Man we would 
cheriſh ; to know ourſelves, and diſtinguih 
him. For Flattery is an enſnaring Quality, 
and leaves a very dangerous Impreſſion: 
Tt ſwells a Man's Imagination, entertains 
his Vanity, and drives him to Dotage upon 
his Perſon. Some People are flatter'd out 
of common Senſe, their Underſtanding is 
fpirited away, and they have hardly the 
leaſt Glimpſe of themſelves. * They live, a 
it were, under Deluſion, repoſe prodigi- MW 
ous Confidence in the Succours of their ſpe- 
clous Friend, and think it is impoſſible they 
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3 can ever be unhappy. Indeed the Friend 
= whom Virtue or Religion hath gain'd, who 


is not fix'd either by Gain or Pleaſure, him 


ZZ Extremity doth but faſten ; whilſt, like a 
= well-wrought Vault, he lies the Stronger, 


by how much more Weight he bears. When 


Neceſſity calls him to it, he can be a Ser- 
vant to his Equal, with the ſame Will 
W wherewith he can command his Inferior. 


5 Theſe Qualities are the Touch-ſtones of 


Friendſhip, and that diſcover the baſe Me- 


: tal of the Flatterer. For when Misfortunes 


begin to pinch and embarraſs, when his 
Aid is requir'd to diſengage you, if he re- 
gards your Perſon, and values your Con- 
verſation, the Correſpondence will go on, 
and the old Signs of Friendſhip continue: 
But if he grows willing to drop the 
Acquaintance, and withdraw his Cere- 
mony: If his Air grows flat, and his Coun- 
tenance cools, theſe are all Indications of 
Falſehood and Management. This Change 


of Behaviour argues his former Fondneſs 


was only to furniſh his Fancy, and ſerve 
his Convenience. 

But it will not be Wiſdom in usto ſtay 
till ſuch fatal JunRures, and then to try the 
Experiment, which will not only be uſe- 
leſs, but dangerous and hurtful : For tis 
a deplorable Thing for a Man to fiad him- 
ſelf then deſtitute of Friends, when he 
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Prejudice and capricious Jealouſies are not 
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moſt wants them, and has not an Oppor- 
tunity neither of exchanging his falſe and 
faithleſs for a faſt and honeſt Friend. Ang 
therefore we ſhould rather try our Friend, 
as we do our Money, whether or no he 
be paſſable and current, before we need 
him. For 'tis not enough to diſcover the 
Cheat to our Coſt, but we muſt ſo under- 
ſtand the Flatterer, that he put no Cheat 
upon us: Otherwiſe we ſhall act like thoſe | 
who muſt needs take Poiſon to know its 
Strength, and fooliſhly hazard their Lives 
to inform their Judgements. L 
But as a reaſonable Caution is neceſlary, 
as our Reaſon muſt endeavour to defend 


us againſt Frauds ; ſo, on the other hand, 


to lead us into too light Suſpicions. We 
need not think every Complement paid us, 
is deſigning and treacherous ; Commenda- 
tions, tho” too often ſavouring of Artifice, 
are not always certain Proofs of Flattery. | 
*Tis true, to be always ringing of People's 


Praiſes in their Ears, and burning Perfumes 


before them, ſmells ſtrongly of Deſign : 
However, to commend upon ſome Occa- 
ſions is a defenſible Practice, proper Ac- 
knowledgment, and a ſerviceable Office. It 
ſhews the Juſtice and Benevolence of our 
Temper, and that we are pleas'd with the 
Advantage of our Neighbour. We are not 


imme- 


2 
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immediately to ſuſpect a pleaſant and eaſie 
Converſation for a Cheat; For a Friend 
is not a dull taſteleſs Thing, nor does the 
Decorum of Friendſhip conſiſt in Soureneſs 
and Auſterity of Temper, but its very Port 
and Gravity is foft and amiable. 
= Indeed, did not the Laws of Freindſhip 
admit of a little Pleaſantry and good Hu- 
mour, why would the Paraſite inſinuate 
| himſelf under that Diſguiſe ? And yet he, 
as counterfeit Gold imitates the Bright- 
neſs and Luſtre of the true, always puts 
on the Eaſineſs and Freedom of a Friend, 
is always pleaſant and obliging, and ready 
to comply with the Humour of his Com- 
pany. And therefore 'tis no way reaſo- 
nable to look upon every juſt Character 
that's given us as a Piece of Flattery: For 
certainly a due and ſeaſonable Commenda- 
ion is as much the Duty of one Friend to 
another, as a pertinent and ſerious Repre- 
benſion. Nay, indeed, a ſoure querulous 
Lemper is perfectly repugnant to the Laws 
of Friendſhip and Converſation :: Whereas 
= 2 Man takes a Chiding patiently from a 
Friend, who is as ready to praiſe his Vir- 
tues, as to animadvert upon his Vices ; 
= willingly perſuading himſelf that meer 
Neceſſity obliged him to reprimand, whom 
EKindneſs had firſt movd to commend 


him. | 
F 5 May 
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May it not be ſaid then, that tis in- 
finitely difficult to diſcover the Diſparity, Þ 
and diſtinguiſh the Flatterer from the Friend, 
ſince there's no apparent Difference either 
betwixt the Satisfaction they create, or the 
Praiſes they beſtow. For fince Friends 
is agreeable and entertaining, Flattery re. 
fines upon the Character, and creeps in un- 
der this Diſguiſe. Nothing is ſo ſmooth as 
a. Paraſite. He ſtrains his Courteſy, and | 
carries the Complaiſance to an Exceſs: | 
He waits upon every Turn of Humour, 
ſtrikes in with the Freaks, and commends 
the Follies of his Property. But then to 
cover himſelf from Suſpicion, he makes Pro- 
feſſion of great Impartiality, and cleat 
dealing. He declares againſt winking at 1 
the Weakneſs of a Friend, and ſuffering him 
to miſcarry without Notice. Without this 
Quality, he cries Friendſhip is betra) d, and 
there s no being true to the Engagements of H. 
mour. By ſuch kinds of Artifice does he 
faſten his Intereſt, make himſelf Maſter of 
the Perſon he practiſes upon, works him- 
ſelf into. Credit, Eſteem, Carefles, and 
is let into. Affection without being ſul-E 

It was an artful, as well as noted, Di- 
$mulation in Alcibiades, to ſmother his 
particular Genius and Inclination, and con- 
forming himſelf to Appearance, to put 4 
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5 the Manners and Diſpoſitions of every 


Country where he reſided: Was it not be- 
ing a great Maſter in the Profeſſion, and 
flattering a whole City or Nation at once? 
37 While he liv'd at Athens, he affected Plea- 
ſantry and Jeſting, kept Horſes for: the 
F7 Race, follow'd the Mode, and appear'd 


| 3 = with an Equipage. When he dwelt at 


=> eo xz %. & — ea” 


co. 


i Curious in remarking the Difference be- 


= Sparta, he walk'dthe Streets in a mean Ha- 
bit, and conform'd to the Diſcipline and un- 
ornamented manner of that Republick. 
When he travell'd into Thrace, he put on a 
Military Humour, and was all for fighting 
and Battle. When he remov'd from thence 
I into the Perſan Dominions, he became a 
finiſh'd Debauchee; comply'd with the Li- 
= cence of the Place, and ſpent his time in 
Balls, Intrigues, and Entertaiments. The. 
common Flatterer is but ſuch a Conformiſt in a 
#7 narrower Circle, his Game is confin'd to one 
Object, and that he indefatigably purſues. 


"Tis rhe Height of Injuſtice, ſays Plato, to 


appear Juſt, and be really a Knave. So art 
we to look upon thoſe Hatterers as moſt 
dangerous, who walk not barefaced, bur in 
= Diſguiſe: Who make no Sport, but mind 
their Buſineſs ; for theſe often perſonare 
the true and ſincere Friend ſo exactly, that 


tis enough to make him fall under the like 
ſuſpicion of a Cheat, unleſs we be extreme - 


twixt 


— 
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tw ixt them. Now, becauſe the Enjoyment 
of a Friend is attended with the greateſt 
Satisfaction incident to Humanity, there- 
fore the Flatterer always endeavours to ren- | 
der his Converſation highly pleaſant and 
agreeable. es 4 
It has been an Obſervation, that a Fa- 
terer may be diſcern'd by counterfeiting Im- 
perfections, imitating bad Qualities, and 
pretending a Reſemblance ot Misfortune, | 
When. Dionyfius of Sicily grew dim-ſighted, 
his Courtiers pretended 'twas an Epide | 
mical Diſtemper, tumbled upon one an- | 
ther, as if they were almoſt Blind, and 
threw down the Side-boards, and the 
Diſhes. Thus, in the Reign of Alexander 
the Great, a wry Neck was the general | 
Faſhion. This Imitation of Depravities is | 
every Day conſpicuous amongſt the Claſsot 
Mankind, who think to inſinuate them- | 
ſelves by Compliance of Faſhions and Þ 
Geſtures, which it would be more commen- Þ 
dable to avoid. ; 
It is a Task above my Power to aſcer- 
tain all the Rules by which a Flatrerer 
may ſtand diſclos'd, or to enter into a De- 
tail of Cautions, by which any one may be 
ſecur'd againſt his Attempts : The Art of 
the Vocation is ſo dependant on Circum- 
ſtances of Action and Fortune, and a thou- 
ſand Varieties that cannot be preſcrib'd to. 


As 


Choice of Friends. 109 


As I have before ſaid, we muſt uſe our 
” Senſeand Judgement in the Election of our 

Friends, grow acquainted with the Cha- 
= racer they bear in the Worid, before we 
= take them into our Boſom, and by the beſt 
pre- knowledge we can gather from Obſer- 


vation and Report, prevent the Danger of 


being ſurpriz d with Treachery. For there 
is nothing more troubleſome in humane So- 


ciety, than the Diſappointment of Truſt, 


and failing of Friends: For beſides the Diſ- 
order that works in our own Affairs, it 
commonly is attended with a neceſſary De- 


ficiency of our Performance to others. The 
leaning upon a broken Reed gives us both 
a Fall and a Wound : Such is a falſe Friend, 
who after Profeſſions of Love, and real Of- 
fices, either ſlinks from us, or betrays us. 
Plutarch, in his Books of Morals, has wrote 
a copious Chapter concerning the Differen- 
ces of a Friend and Flatterer, and laid down 
ſeveral Rules whereby they may be known 
aſunder : The Steps which the Flatterer 


takes to conceal his Hypocriſie, and appear 


a Friend, and the Means by which his Ar- 
tifice may be diſcover'd. The curious 
Reader may conſult him on this Head, bur 
I believe he will be able to help himſelf 
more from natural Prudence, and a little 


= Obſervation, than Volumes of written Di- 
= rections. 


Leſt 


— 
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Leſt I ſhould be thought more prolix 
than uſeful on this Subject, I ſhall ſubjoin 
but a few Obſervations more, and proceed 
on another Topick. Ir is granted, as I haye 


above advanc'd, That the Comfort of Lie 


depends upon Converſation, on good Offi. 
ces and Concord: For Human Society is 


like the working of an Arch of Stone ; all 


would fall to the Ground, if one Piece did | 


not ſupport another. We ſhould remem- 
ber, that we are {ſeveral Members of one 
great Body; that we are all of a Conſan- 


guinity, formed of the ſame Materials, 1 


and deſigned to the ſame End: This Ob- 
liges us to a Natural Tenderneſs and Con- 
verſe; and the other to live with a re- 
gard to Equity and juſtice. 

I have likewiſe obſerv'd, that the Love 
of Society is Natural, but that the Choice 
of our Company is matter of Virtue and 
Prudence, Iil Examples, Pleaſure, and 
Eaſe, are, no doubt of it, great Corrupters 
of Manners ; and as an ill Air may endan- 
ger a good Conſtitution, ſo may either a 


Place or Perſon of ill Example, endanger | ; 
a good Man. Hz: that converſes with the 
Proud, ſhall learn inſenſibly to be puff d I 


up ; and an Acquaintance with the licen- 
tions and diſſolute, {hall teach 2 Man to be 


2 Libertine and Incontinent. Hannibal him- | 


ſelf was unmann'd by the Looſeneſs of Cam- 
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pania ; and tho' a Conqueror by his Arms, 
was overcome by his Pleaſures, and ſhrunk 
from all the Glory obtain'd at Cannæ, by 
the Luxury he ſuffer d himſelf to fall into 
at Capua. 

Let us know never ſo many ſage Rules 
for our Conduct, and be taught by written 
Wiſdom to avoid the Paths of Error and 
Hazard ; yet if we meet with living Pre- 
cedents to warrant our Deviation, the In- 
ſtruction loſes ground with the Mind, and 


we are won over to. Vice and Folly by the- 


powerful Influence of evil Communication. 


Men may give great Credit to their Ears, 
but they take mach ſtronger Impreſſions 
from Example than Precept. For there 
is juſt the ſame Dfference in this reſpect, 


as there is in Dramatick Poetry, betwixt 
the force of a Narration, and an Object pre- 
ſented: 


Signins irritant animos dem ſſa per aurer, 
Duam que ſuit oculis ſubjeFa fidelibus. 


It often happens, that what we read, tho” 


ws firmly believe it to be right, we negle& 
to put it in Practice; but what we ſce, tho? 
we know it to be a wrong Strain, and of 
fatal Conſequence, we are too ſubject to 
follow and incline to. 
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But leaving it for granted, that of all 
Felicities the moſt charming is that of a 
firm and gentle Friendſhip, but that the 
great Difficulty reſts in the Choice of the 
Perſon ; I ſhall conclude with a ſhort View 
of the Advantages reſulting from this ſa- 
cred Intimacy, when this Choice is pro- 
perly made. 

Now, that Advantages may follow from 
our contracting Friendſhips, it is very eſ- 
ſential to this End, that the Partner of our 
Love be YVertuorms and Honeſt For Vice is 
contagious, and there's no truſting of the 
Sound and the Sick together. That Friend- 
ſbip, where Men's Affections are cemented 
by an equal and common Love of Good- 
neſs, it is not either Hope or Fear, or any 
private Intereſt, that can ever diſſolve; but 
we carry it with us to the Grave, and lay 
down our Lives for it with Satisfaction. 
True Friends are the whole World to one 
another; their Converſation is ever new to 
11 each other, ever endearing : For as there's 
411 no Reliſh in the poſſeſſing of any thing with- 
1 out a Partner, ſo there's no Reliſh wanting 
| 1 to any thing dividing it with a true one. 
1 Even the Correſpondence by Letter of an 
1 abſent Friend, gives more real Satisfaction, 
| 
| 


than the Society of twenty indifferent Per- 


5 
145 ſons; in reading his Epiſtles, J can ſuffer 
Wl | myſelf to be deluded, and fancy I have his 
1 Compa- 
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* Company; and when I anſwer them, I do 
not only write, but ſpeak : For in effect a 


Friend is an De, a Heart, a Tongue, a Hand, 
at all Diſtances. I look upon my Thoughts 
to be as ſafe in his Breaſt as my own, and 
in this belief can I unburthen my Soul, and 
eaſe my Heart of all its Diſquietudes. I 
can depend on his Virtue and ſincere Kind- 


© neſs; and therefore ought, without any 
Scruple, to make him the Confident of my 


moſt ſecret Cares and Counſels : For it 
goes a great way towards the making of 
2 Man faithful, to let him underſtand that 
you think him ſo: And he who does but 
ſo much as ſuſpe& that I will deceive 
him, gives me a ſort of Right to couzen 
him. If then our Hearts are one, ſo muſt 


be our Intereſts and Convenience: For 


= Friendſhip lays all Things in Common, and 


nothing can be Good to the one that is Ill 
x to the other. And 1s not this a Felicity, 
this an Advantage? 


In a Word, unleſs then we can find a 
Perſon in whom we may repoſe this ab- 
ſolute Confidence, with whom we may 
ſhare our Fortune and Diſappointments, let 
us be cautious how we carry our Intimacy 
farther than an Acquaintance; but when 
we have once fix'd on the Man in whom 


our Friendſhip may be ſecure, it ſhould 


be the Buſineſs, as well as the ne 
0 
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of our Lives, to improve the Union, and 

never let it be diflolv'd but by that which 
ſeparates the Soul from the Body. I ſhall 
conclude with the Advice of Polonius in 
Hamlet ; A 


The Friends thou haſt, and their Adoption try d, 
Grapple them to thy Soul with Hoops of Steel, 


LOVE 


Au 
I 8 


- 
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GALLANTRY 


WAEUSTOM and Faſhion have 
made it ſo univerſal, that the 
Youth of our Age are no ſooner 
entered into Converſation, but 
they muſt likewiſe have an 
Amour on their Hands, and run into a 
Vein of modiſh Gallantries. Nature and 
Conſtitution invite- to the former; and 
Companions, that ſtrike in with the Gai- 
ety of their Years, provoke them to the 
latter; yet to be in Love, 1s not always 
the Effe& of Nature, but mere Galantry ; 
and Young Gentlemen eſteem it a part of- 
their Duty to make Addreſſes of Complai- 
ſance, if not of Sincerity, to the Ladies. 
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I confeſs, I would not chuſe to have my 
Son too forward in this Paſſion ; a Love of 
Sincerity too earlily begun has Inconveni- 
ences and uneaſie Conſequences ; and an 
Amour of perfect Gallantry is a Deceit I 
would bluſh to have him guilty of. Love 
ſeizes on us ſuddenly, without giving us 
Time to reflect; our Diſpoſition, or Weak- 
neſs, fayours the Surprize ; one Look, one 
Glance from the Fair, fixes and determines 
us. Young Hearts are tender and flexible, 
and apt to take ſtrong, as well as ſudden, 
Impreflions from Beauty; and as the Iflues 
of this Paſſion are of the greateſt Moment 
in Life, a thouſand Circumſtances are to 
regulate its Raſhneſs, and every Youth 
ſhould ſet a Guard on his Eyes and Breaſt, 
for fear of being captivated by an improper 
Object. It is for this Reaſon that I would 
endeavour to dire&, and not pretend to 
eradicate the Inclinations of the Sexes to 
each other. Daily Experience ſhews us, 
that the moſt rude Ruſtick grows Humane, 
as ſoon as he is inſpir'd by this Paſſion ; 
it gives a new Grace to our Manners, 2 
new Dignity to our Minds, a new Viſage 
to our Perſons : Whether we are inclin'd 
to Liberal Arts, to Arms, or Addreſs in our 
Exerciſe; our Improvement is haſten'd by 
a particular Object whom we would pleaſe. 

Chearfulneſs, Gentleneſs, Fortitude, Liberality, 
Magni- 
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Magni ficence, and all the Virtues which a- 
dorn Men, which inſpire Heroes, are moſt 
conſpicuous in Lovers; but yet this Refine- 
ment of the Soul may overtake us at a 
@ wrong Seaſon, and attach us to a Perſon, 
in the careſſing of whom Parents may be 
diſobey'd, and Friends disoblig'd. 
It is remarkable that no Paſſion has been 
treated by all who have touch'd upon it 
with the ſame Bent of Deſign, but this. 
The Poets, the Moraliſts, the Painters, in all 
their Deſcriptions, Allegories, and Pictures, 
have repreſented it as a ſoft Torment, a bit- 
ter Sweet, a pleaſing Pain, or an agreeable 
Diſtreſs, and have only expreſs'd the ſame 
Thought in a different Manner. It is cer- 
© tain there is no other Paſſion which does 
produce ſuch contrary Effects in ſo great 
a Degree. But this may be ſaid for Love, 
that if you {ſtrike it out of the Soul, Life 
would he inſipid, and our Eeing but half 
animated. Human Nature would fink into 
Deadneſs and Lethargy, if not quickned 
with ſome active Principle; and as for all 
others, whether Ambition, Envy, or Ava- 
rice, Which are apt to poſleſs the Mind in 
the Abſence of this Paſſion, it muſt be al- 
lowed that they have greater Pains, with- 
out the Compenſation of ſuch exquiſite 
Pleaſures, as thoſe we find in Love. 
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The old Mythologiſts made Venus the Mo- 
ther of two different Cupids, the one of 
which was the God of innocent and pure 
Deſires; the other of Unlawful and Carnal 
Pleaſures. To unperſonate theſe Chimeri- 
cal Beings, and reduce them to Qualities ; 
the firſt is what we call Love, and the latter 
Luſt; which in their Natures differ as much 
as a Matron from a Proſtitute, or a Com- 
panion from a Buffoon. Their diſtin& De- 
ſcriptions in the Pcets are full of Inſtru&ion 
as well as Spirit. Love is a beauteous blind 
Child, adornd with a Quiver and a Bow, 
which he plays with, and ſhoots around 
him, without Deſign or Direction; to in- 
timate to us, that the Perſon belov'd has 
no Intention to give us the Anxieties we 
meet with ; but that the Beauties of a 
worthy Object are like the Charms of a 
lovely Infant. On the other ſide, the Sag 
figur'd Luft in the Form of a Satyr, of Shape | 
part Human, part Beſtial ; to ſignify, that 
the Followers of it proſtitute the Reaſon of | 
a Man to purſue the Appetites of a Beaſt. | 
This Satyr is made to haunt the Paths and 
Coverts of the J/ood-Nymphs and Shepherdeſ- 
ſes, to lurk on the Banks of Rivulets, and 
watch the purling Streams, as the Reſorts | 
ofretir'd Virgins; to ſhew, that lawleſs De- 
ſire tends chiefly to prey upon Innocence, 
and has ſomething ſo unnatural in it, that Þ 
9 11 
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I hates its own Make, and ſhuns the Ob- 
ect it lov'd, as ſoon as it has made it like 
W:(clf. Love therefore is a Child, that com- 
Plains and bewails its Inability to help it- 
ef; Luft, a watchful Thief, which ſeizes 
Ws Prey, and lays Snares for its own Re- 
Wicf: And its principal Object being Inno- 
ence, it never robs, but it murders at the 
ſame time. 

Prom theſe two diſtin& Idea's we may 
ſettle our Notion of the different Deſires, 
and accordingly rank their Followers. Tis 
true, as Charity is eſteem'd a Conjunction 
; of the good Qualities neceſſary to a wir- 
8 tous Man, ſo Love is the happy Compo- 
ſition of all che Accompliſhments that make 
a fine Gentleman. The Motive of a Man's 
Life is ſeen in all his Actions; and ſuch as 
have the beauteous Boy for their Inſpirer, 
| have a Simplicity of Behaviour, and a cer- 
tain Evenneſs of Deſire, which burns like 
the Lamp of Life in their Boſoms ; while 
they who are inſtigated by the Satyr, are 
ever tortur'd by Jealouſies of the Object 
of their Wiſhes ; often deſire what they 
ſcorn, and as often conſciouſly and know - 
ingly embrace where they are mutually in- 
different. He certainly does not under- 
ſtand either Vice or Virtue, who will not 
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Snatches only of Pleaſure ; but under the 
Regulation of Virtue, a reaſonable and uni 
form Habit of Enjoyment. Cupid would 
not loſe his Divinity, if too many of his 
Votaries did not take their Direction from 
the Satyr; but the Generality of Lovers are 
of that vile and degenerate Stamp, that it 

torces us to conclude with Phocylides, 
Ou 5 k I235 £971, 74) d dtÞnaov ME, 
that Love is no God, but a blind Paſſion, to 
which all are ſubject : It is a too common 
Levity in Youth, to make Love an Exer- 
ciſe or Recreation : When the Hours of 
Life hang heavy on their Hands, they are 
for whining them away with Phillis, or Sil- 
via: The Nymph hears, and ſmiles at the 
tender Things they utter, is pleas'd at the 
Raptures ſhe imagines her Beauty has in- 
ſpir'd, 1s tranſported at being compar'd to 
a Goddeſs, diflolves to Softneſs, and looks 
on the Amorous Flatterer as one who will 
adore her to the End of her Life. And 
what is the Conſequence of all this Paſſion? 
She is only courted perhaps to be betray'd; 
all the fine Things that are ſaid, prove but 
extempore and accidental; imply no real De- 
fire, ot Deſign, except of making the Fe- 
male fond of herſelf, and working her in- 
to the Toi] that is ſet for her Honour. Or 
{oppoſing the Gallant proceeds with more 
Loyalty, that he views her as an Object 
I in 
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in which he propoſes Happineſs and Foy ; 
= he conſents to take her to his Arms 
Wor Life; *ris ten to one, if Fuition do not 
Halter his Opinion of her Charms, if his Ap- 
berite do not grow dull with the Feaſt, 

Wand his Fancy and Affeions begin to cover 
3 new Oljett. The Truth is, we generally 
make Love in a Stile, and with Sentiments 
very unfit for ordinary Life; they are half 
J heatrical, half Romantick. By this means 
by raiſe our Imaginations to what 1s not 
to be expected in Human Life: And be- 
cauſe we did not before-hand think of the 
N Creature we were enamour'd of, as ſubje& 
to Diſhonour, Age, Sickneſs, Impatience, or Sul- 
Wenneſs, but altogether conſider'd her as 
the object of Foy; human Nature itſelf is 
often imputed to her, as her particular 


Amperfection or Defe& : whereas we ſhould 
; conſider Things in their right Light, and 
| as Nature has form'd them, and not as our 
Pon Fancies or Appetites would have 


them. 
= Love was always accounted the Mother 
of Poetry, and ſtill produces, among the 

moſt Ignorant and Barbarous, a Thouſand 
Imaginary Diſtreſſes and Poetical Com- 
plaints. It makes even a Lacquey talk like 
Oroondates, and converts a brutal Ruſtick 
into a gentle Swain. The moſt Ordinary 
Plebeian or Mechanick 1 in Love, bleeds and 
3 G pines 
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pines away with a certain Elegance and Ten- 
derneſs of Sentiments, which this Paſſion 
naturally inſpires. Theſe inward Languiſh- 
ings of the Mind, infected with this S0. 
neſs, have given Birth to a Phraſe, which 
is made uſe of by all the melting Tribe, 
from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, I mean 


that of Dying for Lowe. 


Romances, which owe their very Being to 
this Paſſion, are full of theſe meraphorical 
Deaths. Heroes and Heroines, Knights, 
Squires and Damſels, are all of them in a 
.dying Condition: Many .of the Poets, to 
deſcribe the Execution which is done by 
this Paſſion, repreſent the Fair Sex as Ba- 
filisks, that deſtroy with their Eyes; and 
Mr. Cowley has, with great juſtneſs of 
Thought, compar'd a beautiful Woman to 
a Porcupine, that ſends an Arrow from eve- 
1y Fatt. E 
There is no way ſo effectual for the if 
Cure of this general Infirmity, as a Man's 
refleting upon the Motives that produce 
it. When the Paſſion proceeds from the 
Senſe of any Virtue or Perfection in the 
Perſon belov'd, I would by no means diſ- 
courage it; but if a Man conſiders that all 
his heavy Complaints of Wounds and Deaths 
riſe from ſome little Affectations of Coquet- 
try, which are improv'd into Charms by his 
own fond Imaginations, the dern laying bo 

| fore 
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EZ fore himſelf the Cauſe of his Diſtemper, 
may be ſufficient to effect the Cure of it. 
® Jt is one of the greateſt Faults of too 
juvenile a Paſſion, that the Miſtreſs is more 
# :dor'd than lov'd, and rather worſhip'd as 
an Idol, than courted as a mortal Beauty. 
dhe is accoſted in the Language proper to 
= the Deity ; Life and Death are in her Power : 
= Joys of Heaven and Pains of Hell are at her 
= diſpoſal ; Paradiſe is in he Arms, and Eternity 
in every Moment that you are preſent with her. 
Kaptures, Tranſports, and Exſtacies, are the 
Rewards which ſhe conferrs; Sighs and 
Tears, Prayers, and Broken- hearts, are the 
Offerings which are paid to her. Her 
Smiles make Men happy, and her Frowns 
drive them to Deſpair. 
I grant, the pleaſanteſt part of a Man's 
Life is generally that which paſſes in Courr- 
Hip, provided his Paſſion be ſincere, and 
the Party belov'd kind with Diſcretion. 
Love, Deſire, Hope, all the pleaſing Motions 
of the Soul, riſe in the Purſuit. It is ea- 
ſier however, for an artful Man, who is 
not in Love, to perſwade his Miſtreſs he has 
a2 Paſſion for her, and to ſucceed in his Pur- 
ſuits, than for one who loves with the 
= greateſt Nolence. True Love hath ten thou- 
== ſand Griefs, Impatiences and Reſentments, 
that render a Man unamiable in the Eyes 
of the Perſen whoſe AﬀeRions he ſollicits; 
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beſides, that it ſinks his Figure, gives him 
Fears, Apprehenſions, and Poorneſs of Spi- 
rit, and often makes him appear ridicu- 
lous, where he has a mind to recommend 
himſelf. | 
Thete is one particular Occaſion of un- 
happy Marriages, which tho' very common, 
is not very much attended to. What I mean 
is this: Every Man in the Time of Courtſhip, 
and in the firſt Entrance of Marriage, puts 
on a Behaviour like a Holiday ſuit, which 
is to laſt no longer than till he is ſettled 
in the Poſſeſſion of his Miſtreſs. He reſigns 
his Inclinations and Underſtanding to her 
Humour and Opinion. He neither loves, 
nor hates, nor talks, nor thinks, in Contra- 
diction to her. He is controul'd by a Nod, 
mortify'd by a Frown, and tranſported by a 
Smile. The poor young Lady falls in Love 
with this ſupple Creature, and expe&s of 
him the ſame Behaviour for Life. In a little 
Time ſhe finds that he has a Will of his 
own, that he pretends to diſlike what ſhe 
approves, and that inſtead of treating her 
like a Goddeſs, he ſcarce uſes her like a Vo- 
man. Whar ſtill makes the Misfortune worſe, 
we generally find the moſt abje& Flatterers 
degenerate into the greateſt Tyrants. 
To diſcourſe on this Paſſion in its full 
Extent, to examine all its Cauſes and Ef- 
eas, its Influence and Power, and its va- 
| rious 
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rious Ways and Degrees of actuating, were 
to ſwell this Treatiſe on Love to the Bulk 
of a Volume. I ſhall therefore cloſe this 
Subject with a Reproof to thoſe Knight- g 
Errants in the World, who quite contrary | 
to thoſe in Romance, are perpetually ſeek- ! 
ing Adventures to bring Virgins into Di- | 
ſtreſs, and to ruin Innocence. When Men | 
of Rank and Figure paſs away their Lives in | 
theſe criminal Purſuits and Practices, they 
ought to conſider, that they render them- | 
ſelves more vile and deſpicable than any 
innocent Man can be, whatever low Sta- 
tion his Fortune or Birth have plac d him 


in. To bring Sorrow, Confuſion, and In- 
famy into a Family, ro wound the Heatt 
of a tender Parent, and ſtain the Life of 
a poor deluded young Woman with a Diſhos, [ 
nour that can never be wip'd off, are Cir- | 
cumſtances, one would think, ſufficient to | 
check the moſt violent Paſſion, in a Heart 1 
which has the leaſt Tincture of Pity and l 
_ Good-Nature. | | i 
And yet ſo corrupt are the Faſhions and j 
Princ ples of the # ge, that Facts of this | 
Nature are conſider'd but as Flights of i 
Gallantry and Sprightlineſs, We are come up 5 
to ſuch an extraordinary pitch of Politeneſs, 
that the Aﬀectation of being Gay and in 
Faſhion, has very near eaten up our good 

Senſe and our Religion. Is there any thi 
| ; G 3 1 
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fo Juſt, as that Mode and Galantry ſhould 
be built upon exerting ourſelves in what 
is proper and agreeabie to the Inſtitutions 
of Juſtice and Piety among us? And yet 
1s there any thing more common, than to 
run in perfect Contradiction to them? All 
which is ſupported by no other Pretenſions, 
than that it is done with what we call a 
good Grace. | | 
Nothing ought to be held laudable or 
becoming, but what Nature itſelf ſhould 
prompt us to think ſo : Nor is there any 
Evil under the Sun ſo great, as the Abuſe 
of Underſtanding ; and yet there is no one 
Vice more common. It has diffuſed itſelf 
through ail Degrees and Qualities of Man- 
kind, and there is hardly that Perſon to 
be found who is not more concern'd tor 
the Reputation of Mit and Senſe, than Ho- 
xefty and Virtue. ' ö 
Thoſe Errors of Life, which owe their 
Riſe particularly to what we call Gallan- 
zry, are often of a more pernicious Kind, 
than thoſe we commit from a Spirit of 


- Libertiniſm : The Rake, who, without ſenſe |M 


of Character or Decency, wallows and ran- 
ges in common Houſes, is guilty no further 
than of proſtituting himſelf, and expoſing iſ 
his Health to Diſeaſes : But the Man ef 
Callantry cannot purſue his Pleaſures with- 
out Treachery to ſome Man he * to 
| ove, 
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he admires. To live in continual De- 
ceit, to reflect upon the Diſhowour you do 
ſome Husband, Father, or Brother, who does 
not deſerve this of you, and whom you 
would deſtroy, did you know they did the 


like towards you, are Circumſtances which 


pall the Appetite, and give a Man of any 
Senſe of Honour very painful Mortification. 
What more need be ſaid againſt a Gentle- 
man's Delight, than that he himſelf thinks 
himſelf a baſe Man in purſuing it? When it 
it thoroughly conſider'd, he gives up his 
very Being as a Man of Integrity, who com 
mences a Gallant; | 
There are ſcarce any Actions beneath a 
Man of common good Morals, which do 
not make a Part in the Compoſition of a 
bright Man of Gallanery, who goes on in 
a conſtant purſuit of criminal Satisfaftions. 
In the Account of Faſhion and Cuſtom, it is 
but giving one ſelf a genteel Air, to get 


immoderately Drunk, and break a Drawers 
Head; to quarrel with a Watchman, draw 


the Sword on a Paſſenger, and enter on 
perpetual Riots and Intemperance. The Af- 
fectation of theſe Airs and Freedoms of 
Action, inſenſibly grow into habitual Diſ- 
ſoluteneſs, and then the Perſon who ſets 
out a Gallant, finiſhes his Courſe in a com- 
pleat Rake, Thoſe Actions which we are 


64 driven 
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driven into, generally thro' the Heat of 
Wine or Youth, Mr. Hobbs calls the Effe(s 
of a natural Drunkenneſs, and that there- 
tore we are conſequently more excuſable 
for any Errors committed during the De- 
privation or Suſpenſion of our Reaſon, than 
in the Poſſeſſion of it. I am afraid we 
can't have the Benefit of this Excuſe for 
our Extravagances of Gallantry : We are 
drawn into them barely by our Will; we 
are fond of hazarding our Characters by 
Flights borrow'd from others; we are 
forc'd by no Neceſſity on committing them; 
and have no impulſe to them but Vanit), 
and a Diſpoſition of Fluttering and Foppe- 
79. Ir is unaccountable to conceive, that 
Men who have had a liberal Education, and 
have a good Foundation of Senſe and Un- 
derſtanding; who know that Reaſon ſhould 
be the Meaſure of their Conduct, and Stau- 
dard of their Actions, ſhould ſuffer them- 
ſelves ſo far to be ſway'd by Levity, as to 
forfeit all Pretences to Modeſty and Diſcre- 
tion, meerly out of a Humour of being faſhi- 
onably Gay, and an Affectation of miſtaken 
Gallautry. 

I would as ſoon profeſs the Character 
of a Rake, as like to be diſtinguiſh'd for 
a Man of Gallantry : And yet a Rake is a 
| Man always to be pitied, and, if he lives, 
is one Day certainly reclaim'd : For his 

Faults 
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Faults proceed not from Choice or Inclina- 
tion, but from ſtrong Paſſions and Appetites, 
which are in Youth too violent for the 
Curb of Reaſon, good Senſe, good Manners, 
and good Nature. He is a poor unweildy 
Wretch, that commits Faults out of the 
redundance of his good Qualities : His 
Defires run away with him through the 
Strength and Force of a lively Imagina- 
tion, which hurries him on to arlawful 
Pleaſures, before Reaſon has Power to come 
in to his Reſcue. There is not a Being 
under the Sun ſo miſerable as this; he goes 
on in a Purſuit he himſelf diſapproves, and 
has no Enjoyment but what is follow'd 
by Remorſe, no Relief from Remorſe, but 
the Repetition of his Crime. 

This is the Character of a Rake, and 
every Man of thorough Galantry is a zea- 
lous Pretender to it. We ſhould labour 


to aſſume no Gallantry but that of Spirit, 


which is ſtil'd Magnanimity and Greatneſs 
of Soul ; an Air of doing great and good 
Offices; a Pleaſure in exerciſing our Vir- 
tues,and drawing them out to light for the 
Service of Mankind. This is Gallantry, this 
is Elegance of Action ; and the other on- 
ly call'd ſo by Faſhion and. Folly, is but a 


poor and mean Imitation of Vice in Diſ- 


guiſe, 
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COURAGE 


AND 


HONOUR 


RIEE OURAGE and Honour are 
mo Qualities very eſſential to 
our Characters in the World, 

vet often miſtaken by the Cor- 

Pre {ruftions which are put upon 
them. The former is a Quality which 
we have from Nature ; the latter is to be 
acquir'd and cheriſh d by Rule and Di 
cipline. 

1 ſhall confider Honour as two fold ; as 
a Portitude of Soul, and an Inclination to 
Heneſty: In the latter Senſe it ſtands for 
Juſtice, fair Dealing, and Uprightneſs of Acti- 
ons. The old Academicks laid it down for 

2 Principle, That when Profit and' Juſtice 
came to a Competition, the latter ſhould 


always 
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always carry it: This did not ſatisfyTully; 
he has ſtated the Caſe higher, and determi- 
ned, That every thing that was honeſt, was for 
a Man's Intereſt, and that nothing unjuſt could 
poſſibly be ſerviceable. Juftice is the Cement 
of the World, all Societies ſtand upon this 
Baſis, and therefore Fraud and Violence are 
8 every where puniſh'd. No Advantage can 
countervail the loſs of Honeſty : He that 
| diſpenſes with Juſtice and clear Dealing, de- 
grades himſelf to a Brute, thoꝰ he does not 
go upon all Four. For what ſignifies the 
Diverſity of Shape, when the Qualities are 
the ſame ? In ſhort, Honeſty is the Support 
of Commerce, and even Knaves would be 
undone without it. | 0 
To do as we would be done by, our Bleſſed 
Saviour tells us, is rhe Law and the Prophets 
That is, it contains the Senſe, includes the 
Compaſs, and obliges to the ſame Moral 
Duties which they do. The Meaning of 
8 Honeſty may be eaſily known, if a Man is 
but willing to be inform'd. To acquit our 
ſelves fairly in this Matter, there's gene- 
rally requir'd no great reach of Thought, 
no refin'd Underſtanding, no Advantage 
of Education. We need not turn over the 
Pandefs, nor tire our ſelves with Statutes 
and Reports; *twas the Diſhoneſty more 
than the Weakneſs of Mankind, which oc- 
caſion'd theſe Volumes, Did not deſigning 


Men 
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Men make it their Buſineſs to ſtart Ambi- 
guities, to entangle Property, and lie in 
wait to deceive, moſt People might be 
their own Lawyers. If in doubtful Caſes 
they would ask their Reaſon a few Que- 
ſtions, and try their Uſage of their Neigh- 
bours upon themſelves, the World would 
ſeldom have any juſt Ground to complain 
of them. | 
Was this Rule generally obſerv'd, did 
People do as they would be done by, the World 
would have quite another Face. What in- 
violable Friendſhip might we then expect; 
what Exatineſs in Commerce; what Eafi- 
zeſs in Converſation ? Want would be in a 
great meaſure remov'd, and Envy thrown 
out of Society. The Poor would not ſteal 
from the Rich, nor the Rich ſtarve the Poor. 
There would be no ſuch Thing as Fraud 
and Oppreſſion ; no ſecret Miſchiefs or open 
Barbarities: No Sallies of Ambition, no 
graſping at forbidden Greatneſs, to di- 
ſturb the World. What Largeneſs of Mind, 
what Harmony of Humours, what Peace in 
Families and Kingdoms would this one 


Maxim produce? Upon this Principle pub- 


lick Quarrels would be eaſily reconcil'd ; 


there would be xo leading into Captivity, no 


complaining in our Streets; Men might then 
beat their Swords into Plau ſbares, and their 


Spears into Pruning Hochs. Nation would uot 


riſe 
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S riſe againſt Nation, neither would they learn 
E War any more; but Juſtice would run down 
= like Water, and Righteouſneſs like a mighty 
= Stream. 

= To define a Man who is rightly Honeſt, 
is to ſpeak of one who looks not to what 
he might do, but what he ſhould. Juſtice is 
his firſt Guide, and the ſecond Law of his 
Actions 1s Expedience. He had rather com- 
plain than offend; and hates Offence more 
for the Indignity of it than the Danger. 
He hath but one Heart, and that lies open 
to Sight; and were it not for Diſcretion, 
he never thinks aught whereof he would 
avoid a Witneſs. All his Dealings are 
ſquare and above-board ; he diſcovers the 
Fault of what he would ſell, reſtores the 
over-ſeen Gain of a falſe Reckoning, and 
eſteems a Bribe venemous, tho' it come 
gilded over with the Colour of Gratuity. 
His Cheeks are never ſtaind with the 
Bluſhes of Recantation; nor does his Tongue 
faulter to make good a Lye, with the 
fecret Gloſſes of double or 188 'd Senſes. 


His Ear is the Sanctuary of his abſent 


Friend's Name, of his preſent Friend's Se- 
cret ; neither of them can miſcarry in his 
Truſt. His fair Conditions are without 
diſſembling, and he loves Actions above 
Words; hates Falſhood worſe than Death; 
is a faithful Client of Truth, and no Man's 


Enemy 
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Enemy; it is doubtful whether he is more 
another Man's Friend, or his own; and 
to conclude his Commendation, if there 
were no Heaven, yet would he be Virtuous. 

Thus far have I treated of Honour as it 
is Honeſty ; and I muſt now conſider it un- 
der that other Denomination, Every Prin. 
ciple that is a Motive to good Actions 
ought to be encourag d, ſince Men are of 
ſo different a Make, that the ſame Princi- 
ple does not work equally upon all Minds, 
What ſome Men are prompted to by Con- 
ſcience, Duty, or Religion, which are only 
different Names for the ſame thing, others 
are prompted to by Honour. 

The Senſe of Honour is of ſo 68 and 
delicate a Nature, that it is only to be met 
with in Minds which are naturally Noble, 
or in ſuch as have been cultivated A great 
Examples, or a refin'd Education. True H- 
nour, tho? it be a different Principle from 
Religion, is that which produces the ſame 
Effects. The Lines of Action, tho' drawn 

from different Parts, terminate in the ſame 
Point. Religion embraces Virtue, as it is 
enjoin 'd by the Laws of God; Honour, as 
it is graceful and ornamental to Human 

Nature. The Religious man fears, the 
Man of Honour ſcorus to do an ill Action. 
The former conſiders Vice as ſomething that 
is benearh him, the other as W that 
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is offenſive to the Divine Being ; the one, 
as what is unbecoming, the other, as what 
is forbidden. Thus Seneca ſpeaks in the 
natural and genuine Language of a Man of 
Honour, when he declares, that were there 
no God to ſee or puniſh Vice, he would not com- 
mit it, becauſe it is of ſo mean, ſo baſe, and ſo 
vile a Nature. 

There are Perſons who treat this Prin- 
ciple as chimerical, and turn it into Ridi- 
cule. Men who are profeſſedly of no Ho- 
nour, are of a more profligate and aban- 
don'd Nature, than even thoſe who are 
acted by falſe Notions of it; as there is 
more Hopes of a Heretick than of an Atheiſt. 
Theſe Sons of Infamy conſider Honour as. 
a fine imaginary Notion, that leads aſtray 
young unexperienc'd Men, and draws them 
into real Miſchiefs, while they are en- 
gag d in the Purſuits of a Shadow. Theſe 
are generally Perſons who, in Shakeſpear's 
Phraſe, are worn and hackney'd in. the Ways 
of Men; whoſe Imaginations are grown 
callous, and have loſt all thoſe delicate 
Sentiments which are natural to Minds that 
are innocent and undepraved. Such old 
batter'd Miſcreants ridicule every thing as 
romantick, that comes. in Competition 
with their preſent Intereſt, and treat thoſe 
Perſons as Viſionaries, who dare ſtand up 
in a corrupt Age, for what has not its im- 

| mediate 
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mediate Reward join'd to it. The Talents, 
Intereſt, or Experience of ſuch Men, make 
them very often uſeful in all Parties, and 
at all times. But whatever Wealth and 
Dignities they may arrive at, they ought 
to conſider, that every one ſtands as a Blot 
in the Annals of his Country, who arrives 
at the Temple of Honour by any other Way 
than throꝰ that of Virtue. 

Honour is a Theme whoſe Deſcription has 
employ'd the Pens of the greateſt Poets ; 
but none have touch'd it with that Deli- 
cacy and Elegance as the Ingenious Lord 
Hallifax. His Verſes ſer it in ſo fair and 
advantagious a Point of Light, and give 
it that Beauty as well as Grandeur, that 
they deſerve a Place in the politeſt Pages. 


Not all the Threats, or Favours of a Crown, 
A Prince's Whiſper, or a Tyrant s Frown, 
Can awe the Spirit, ar allure the Mind 
Of him who to ſtrict Honour is inclin d. 
Tho all the Pomp and Pleaſure that dves wait ) 
On publick Places, and Affairs of State, N 
Should fondly court him to be baſe and Great; 
With even Paſſions and with ſettled Face, 
He would remove the Horlot's falſe Embrace, 
Tho” all the Storms and Tempeſts |hould ariſe, 
| That Church- Magicians in their Cell; deviſe, 
And from their ſettled Baſis Nations tear, 
He would unmov'd the mighty Ruine bear; 
h Secure 
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Secure in Innocence, contemn #hem all, 
And, decently array d in Honour, fall. 
Honour ! that Spark of the Celeſtial Fire, 
That above Nature makes Mankind aſpire, 
Enobles the rude Paſſions of our Frame, 
With Thirſt of Glory, and Defire of Fame: 
The richeſt Treaſure of a gen vous Breaſt, 
That gives the Stamp and Standard to the reſt. 
Wit, Strength, and Courage, are wild, dang- 
rous Force, 
Unleſs this ſoften and direct their Courſe. 
Of Honour, Men at firſt, like Women, nice, 
Raiſe Maiden Scruples at unpractisd Vice; 


Their modeſt Nature curbs the ſtrugeling 
Flame, | 


And ſtifles what they wiſh to act with Shame : 
But, once this Fence thrown down, when they 
percerve 
That they may taſte forbidden Fruit and live ; 
They ſtep not here their Courſe, but ſafely in, 
Grow ſtrong, luxuriant, and bold in Sin : 
True to no Principles, preſs forward ſtill, 
And only bound by Appetite their Will ; 
Now fawn and flatter while thisTide prevails, 
But ſhift with ev'ry veering Blaſt, their Sails. 
On higher Springs true Men of Honour move, 
Free is their Service, and unbought their Love. 
When Danger calls, aud Honour leads the way, 
With Joy they follow, and with Pride obey. 


True 
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True Honour is in a great meaſure, eon- 
fin d to what we in other Words might 
term Fortitude ; a Virtue that implies a 
firmneſs and ſtrength of Mind, which en- 
ables us to do and ſuffer as we ought. It 
puts us into a Condition to maintain our 
Reaſon, to ſtand by our beſt Intereſt, and act 
up to Decency and Conſcience. *Tis a vigour- 
ous and enterpriſing Virtue, and won't be 
beaten off a brave Action by any Menaces t! 
whatever. When the Cauſe is good, P.. > 
titude is rather animated than diſcourag'd n. 
by Difficulty. It riſes upon an Oppoſition; I 
and when Glory rightly ſtated, when pub- i 
lick Service, and the Benefit of Mankind; {1 
| when theſe Colours are diſplay'd for In- {| 
vitation, the Man of Fortitude chuſes the | 


{ 
Poſt of Honour, and ſeeks the faireſt Oppot- | 
tunities to diſtinguiſh himſelf. f 

*Tis the Property of this Quality to be 
always under the Direction of Reaſon. A 
Perſon truly brave never ventures at ag) 
thing ilt, or impoſſible. To be Bold in an 
indefenſible Enterpriſe, is brutiſh Impe- 
tuoſity, and no part of the Credit which 
belongs to x Man. Courage without Con- 
duct and Conſcience, is one of the moſt per- 
nicious things in the World, and ſerves on- 
ly to furniſh People to do Miſchief to them: 
ſelves and their Neighbours, _ | 


In 
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In Truth, it is no new Thing to meet 
with Reſolution without Juſtice, and to find 
People daring in unwarrantable Undertak- 
ings. If Men's Spirits ſunk in Proportion 
to the Declenſion of their Honeſty ; it they 
could not diſmiſs their Conſcience without 
parting with their Courage, the Peace of 
Society would be wonderfully fecur'd. 

There are Men in the World who owe 


their Courage to Infidelity, others to Ignorance: 


Some Fear nothing, becauſe they Believe 
nothing: Others are Bold, becauſe they are 
Blind. Do but ſurprize their Underſtand- 
ings, and you may warm their Blood, pre- 
ſcribe their Motion, and bring all their 
Paſſions to your Pleaſure. He that lets him- 
ſelf looſe without a warrantable Motive; 
he that ventures beyond Reaſon, and runs 
great Hazards for ſmall Returns, has no 
juſt Pretenſions to this Virtue: A Bold 
Man we call him, but he is far from be- 
ing a Brave one. True Courage maintains 
it ſelf without Foreign Aſſiſtance, needs 
no ſanguine Complexion, or Heat of Youth 
or Paſſion ; tis made up of more laſting 
Principles, and furniſh'd from a better 
Fund than this amounts to: It ſubſiſts upon 


Thought, and grows out of the Strength 


of the Mind. Our Reſolution muſt be go- 
vern'd by ſuch Notions of Honour as will 
endure the Touchſtone, and ſtand the Teſt 
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140 Conrage, 
of this World and a better. Thoſe who 
kindle upon a ſlight Provocation, run the 
utmoſt Riſque for a leud Cuſtom, and fight 
the Quarrels of Debauchery and Pride, tall 


lamentably ſhort of this Quality. To throw 
away our Courage in ſuch Service, is a dil. 


mal Inſtance of Foly and Diſtraction: He {WM 
that leaps a Garret, or drives down a Pre- ¶ thi 
Cipice, may put in for a Heroe at this rate. his 
But the Seat of ſolid Honour is in a Man's th! 
own Boſom; and no one can want Support, th: 


who is in Poſleſſion of an honeſt Conſcience, 
but he who would ſuffer the Reproaches Wm 
of it for other Greatneſs. 

There are Numbers who entertain very 
miſtaken Notions of Honour, and theſe are 
ſuch as eſtabliſh any thing to themſelves 
for a Point of Honour, which is contrary 
either to the Laws of God, or of their Coun- 
try; who think it more honourable to re- 
venge, than to forgive an Injury; who make 
no Scruple of telling a Lie, but would put 
any Man to Death who accuſes them of it; 
who are more careful to guard their Repu- 
tation by their Courage, than by their Virtue, 
True Fortitude 1s indeed ſo becoming in hu- 
man Nature, that he who wants it, ſcarce 
deſerves the Name of a Man; but we find 
ſeveral who ſo much abuſe this Notion, 
that they place the whole Idea of Honour 
in a kind of brutal Courage: By which 

means 
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means we have had many among us who 
have call'd themſelves Men of Honour, that 
would have been a Diſgrace to a Gibbet. 
In a Word, the Man who ſacrifices any Du- 
ty of a reaſonable Creacure to a prevailing 
Mode or Faſhion, who looks upon any 
thing as honourable that is diſpleaſing to 
his Maker, or deſtructive to Society, who 
thinks himſelf oblig'd by this Principle to 
the Practice of ſome Virtues, and not of 
others, is by no means to be reckon'd a- 
mong true Men of Honour. | 

All Galantry and Faſhion, one would ima- 
gine, ſhould riſe out of the Religion and 
Laus of that Nation wherein they prevail; 
but, alas! gay Characters, and thoſe 
which lead in the Pleaſure and Inclinations 
of the faſbionable World, are ſuch as are 
readieſt to practiſe Crimes the moſt ab- 
horrent to Nature, and contradictory to 
our Faith. A Chriſtian and a Gentleman are 
made inconſiſtent Appellations of the ſame 
Perſon ; you are not to expect Eternal Life, 
if you do not forgive Injuries; and your 
mortal Life is uncomfortabe, if you are 
not ready to commit a Murther, in Re- 
ſentment for an Affront, For good Senſe, 
as well as Religion, is ſo utterly baniſh'd 
the World, that Men glory in their very 
Paſſions, and purſue Trifles with the ut- 
moſt Vengeance: So little do they gy of 
that 
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142 Courage, 
that to forgive is the moſt arduous Pitch 
Human Nature can arrive at. 

When Honour is a Support to Virtuous 
Principles, and runs parallel with the Laus 
of God and our Country, it cannot be too 
much cheriſh'd and encourag' d: But when 
the Dictates of Honour are contrary to thoſe 
of Religion and Equity, they are the greateſt 
Depravations of Human Nature, by giving 
wrong, ambitious, and falſe Idea's of what 
1s good and laudable ; and ſhould therefore 
be exploded by all Governments, and dri- 
ven out, as the Bane and Plague of Human Ne 
Soctety. Fie 

I cannot diſmiſs this Subject of Falſe Ithe 
Honour and Miſtaken Courage, which has MW"? 
puſh'd too many Men on Duelling and Mur- Npi 
ther, without ſome Notice taken of that the 
criminal, but prevailing Cuſtom. It is Nef 
Pity but the Puniſhment of ſuch miſchic- . 
vous Notions ſhould have in it ſome par- Ib 
ticular Circumſtance of Shame and Infa- MY 
my; that thoſe who are Slaves to them i 
may ſee, that inſtead of advancing their Re- IU 
putations, they lead them to Tgnominy and © 
Diſbonour. Death is not ſufficient to deter I 13 
Men, who make it their Glory to deſpiſe “ 
it; but if every one that fought a Duel I 
were to ſtand in the Pillory, it would M* 
quickly leſſen the Number of theſe ima- © 
ginary Men of Honour, and put an End 
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o ſo abſurd a Practice; to a Cuſtom, which 
15 prevail d only among ſuch as had a. 
icety in their Senſe of Honour ; for it 
has often happen'd, that a Duel has been 
fought to ſave appearance to the World, 
hen both Parties have been in their 
Hearts in Amity and Reconciliation to 
ach other. 5 
[tis a notorious Fault, that Faſhion ſhould 
prevail in contempt of all Laws, Divine and 
Human,and that it ſhould become a Cuſtom 
for Gentlemen, upon ſlight and trivial Pro- 
vocations, tO invite each other into the 
Field, there, by their own Hands, and of 
their own Authority, to decide their Con- 
troverſies by Combat; when thereby, in de- 
ſpite of all the Precepts of Religion, and 
the Rules of right Reaſon, the greateſt Act 
of a Human Mind, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, 
is become vile and ſhameful ; when there- 
by the Rules of good Socicty and virtu- 
ous Converſation are inverted and broken ; 
when thereby the Looſe, the Vain, and 
the Impudent, inſult the Careful, the Diſ- 
creet, and the Modeſt ; when all Virtue 
is ſuppreſs'd and all Vice ſupported, in the 
one Act of being capable to dare to the 
Death. It were to be wiſh'd, that all Men 
of Senſe would think it worth their while 
to refle& upon the Dignity of Chriſtian Vir- 
tues; it would poſſibly enlarge their Souls 
into 
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into ſuch a Contempt of what Faſhion and 0 


Prejudice have made Honourable, that their 
Duty, Inclination, and Honour, would 


tend the ſame way, and make all their 5 
Lives an uniform Act of Religion and Vir i 
tue. How ſhall the Man who ſhall die & 


by the Sword of Pride and Wrath, and in 
Contention with his Brother, appear be- f 
fore Him, at whoſe Preſence Nature ſhall MW 1 
be in an Agony, and the great and glo-iſf þ 
rious Bodies of Light be obſcured ; when 

the Sun ſhall be darken'd, the Moon turn'd p 
into Blood, and all the Powers of Heaven t 
ſhaken ; when the Heavens themlelves 
ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, and the 
Elements diſſolve with fervent Heat; when 
the Earth alſo, and all the Works that are 
therein, ſhall be burnt up? What may juſtly 
damp in our Minds the diabolical Madneſs, 
which prompts us to decide our petty Ani- 
moſities by the Hazard of Eternity, is, 
that in that one A& the Criminal does 
not only highly offend, but forces him- 
ſelf into the Preſence of his Judge : that 
1s certainly his Caſe who dies in a Duel, 
I cannot but repeat it; He that dies in 
a Duel knowingly offends God, and in 
that very Action ruſhes into his offended 
Preſence. Is it poſſible for the Heart of 
Man to conceive à more terrible Image 
than that of a departed Spirit in this Con- 
3 dition? 
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dition? Could we but ſuppoſe it has juſt 
left the Body, and ſtruck with the terri- 
ble Reflection, that to avoid the Laughter 
of Fools, and being the By-word of Idiots, 
it has now precipifated itſelf into the Den 
of Demons, and the Howlings of Eternal 
Deſpair ; how willingly now would it ſuf- 
fer the imputation of Fear and Cowar- 
dize, to have one Moment left not to trem- 

E ble in Vai | 
The Concern of declining the Infamy of 
Fear, of being branded with Cowardize in 
the Eye of the World, and the Regard to 
the Preſervation of a Character of Brave- 
ry, has urg'd Men on to this Act of impi- 
ous Temerity. Dueling is the Triumph 
of the Faſhion, and the Thing in which it 
has exerciſed its greateſt Tyranny : This 
Cuſtom does not give the Coward the Li- 
berty to live, and leads him out to be killed 
byia Man of more Bravery than himſelf, 
and makes him fall undiſtinguiſh'd from the 
Man of Courage; it has entail'd Honour 
and Renown on an Action full of Folly and 
Extravagance, has obtain'd Reputation by 
the Preſence of Kings, and ſometimes has 
had a Sort of Religion to countenance its 
Practice: It decided the Innocence of Men, 
and whether Accuſations in capital Crimes 
were true or falſe : It was ſo deeply rooted 
in the Opinion of he World, and got ſuch 
| 5 an 
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an entire Poſſeſſion of the Minds of Men, 
that it has been one of the moſt glorious 
Actions of the Life of a Potent Monarch 
to cure them of this Folly. Cuſtom has 
anade it a Maxim, that we muſt defend 
what we all our Honour: For to ſuffer un- 
der the Imputation of Cowardize, is worſe 
than being buried alive. 

But may it not be reply'd to thoſe ad- 
ventꝰ' rous Heroes, What if it was the Cuſtom 
to tilt your Heads againſt a Poſt for a 
Morning's Exerciſe! would you venture 
the beating out your Brains rather than be 
anfaſhionable 2 What if it was the Cuſtom 
for People of Condition to betray a Truſt; 
40 forſwear a Debt, or forge a Convey- ir 
ance ; would you follow the Precedent, or o 
forfeit their good Opinion? rc 

As much a Cuſtom as we, would make i ce 
Dueling, tis not gran into Common- ¶ ve 
Law.? therefore if Men of Honour are too be 


great to be govern'd by the Law, they ra 


ſhould be ſo modeſt as not to plead it for I M 
their Advantage. The Notion of Honour is 
certainly to be taken from the Laws and Go- th 
vernment, and not from any private Sett of ¶ pu 
People, how valuable ſoever in other Re- T. 
ſpects. Duellig therefore fhould be a very ¶ tra 
diſhonourable Practice; for when you hate eir 
| given the beſt Proof of your Sufficiency D and hig 
4ilf'd your Man, you are ſeized into 1 N. 
| 7 3 ands Ti 
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Hands of Juſtice, treated like Aſſaſſins, and 
conde mn'd to die with Circumſtances of Ig- 
nominy. You are not indicted for acquit- 
ting your ſelves like Gentlemen; but for 
diſturbing the publick Peace, and Murther- 
ing the King's Subjects. Now the Law 
never loads a Man with. Reproaches, nor 
puniſhes him thus coarſely, for doing a 
handſome Action. To be plain, your com- 
mon Fighters are a Tribe of Murtherers by 
Principle, which 1s ſomething worſe than 
Malice propenſe, becauſe *tis ready upon all 


Occaſions, and often acts without any Pro- 


vocation, except the Vanity of comply ing 
with a barbarous Cuſtom. As if it was as 
indifferent a Thing to cur a Man's Throat, 


or let it alone, as to wear a broad or nar- 


row brim'd Hat; and that theſe little Con- 
cerns of Blood ought to be perfectly go- 
vern'd-by the Faſhion : And when the Bar- 
barity is committed, you have the Aſſu- 
rance to maintain it, and to argue for the 
Murther againſt Law and Goſpel. 

To have our Swords ready to execute 
the Orders of every paultry Paſſion, to 
put Murther- into our Creed, and cur 
Throats upon profeſs'd Principles, is a 
tragical Buſineſs. Beſides that, it is renoun- 
cing the publick Senſe in Matters of the 
nigheſt Importance: It is counting that a 
Noble Atchievement, which the Laws pu- 
niſh as a Capital Offence. Now to ſet up 
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148 Courage, 
a Notion of Honour againſt the Govern- 
ment, with ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, is 
of very dangerous Conſequence. Tis ſuch 
an Affront to the Conſtitution, ſuch a de- 
liberate Contempt, ſuch an open Defiance 
of Authority, as nothing can be more. It 
makes the Laws cheap and ridiculous ; the 
Solemnities of Juſtice a piece of Pageantry ; 
the Bench a few Reverend Puppets or Sca- 
ramouches in Scarlet: And thus by expo: 
ding the Adminiſtration, the very Founda- 
tions of Peace and Property are ſhaken and 
ſapp'd. The Methods of killing, and that of 
Highway-Men, are alike Fair in the Eye-of 
Juſtice, and the ſame Rewards are aſſigned 
to both. Princes ovght to reſent the Breach 
of their Laws, and the Loſs of their Sub- 
jects, a little more heartily ; they ſhould 
Rot encourage a Practice which inſults their 
Authority, ridicules their Miniſters, and 
keeps up a Spirit of-Barbarity throughout 
the Nation. 1 | 
What an inſufferable Pride muſt it be 
for private Men to erect a Magiſtracy of 
their own ; to judge and execute in Matters 
of Life and Death, and to hang and drew 
within themſelves. If the Subjects may ſet 


the Laws aſide with ſo little Ceremony, iſ 


and make ſupplemental Proviſions at Dif- 
Cretion, the Significancy of Government 
will be unintelligible. If Authority may be 
IS llighted 
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flighted in an Inſtance of ſo high a Nature, 
why not in an hundred? And when the 
Fences are broken down, Impiety will low 

in like a Torrent. | 
If all Subjects ſhould take the ſame Li- 
berty as theſe dangerous Duelliſts, we ſhould 
have wild Work? If the under ſort of Peo- 
ple ſhould take the Hint, and practiſe up- 
on it, in the Inſtance of Property. What 
theſe daring Advocates for Vengeance al- 
ledge in their Juſtification 1s, that par- 
ticular Satisfaction for every Affront in 
Converſacion, cannot be awarded by ſtated 
Laus: The Circumſtances are too many to 
be brought-within a Rule ; the Giving the 
Lye, or any ſuch Indignities, will not allow 
of a Complaint to a Magiſtrate, or juridical 
Proſecution; and ſince the Government 
is defective in conſidering the Reſpects of 
Honour, they think themſelves priviledg'd 
to be their own Csrvers ? Theſe at beſt are 
but Pleas of Pride and Miſtake; the Affronts 
which the Laws take no Cognizance of, 
are beneath our Obſervation, and ſuch In- 
dignities are to be anſwered with Con- 
tempt, and not Revenge. For unauthorized 
Reparations, where the Injury is either 
overlook'd by the Law, or the Injur'd has 
no publick Warrant for Repriſals, are by 
no means defenſible or convenient. Pri- 
vate Revenge is moſt dangerous to Society; 
* 3 were 
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were every Man his own Magiſtrate, and 
truſted with the Power of Puniſhing, there 
would be ſtrange Confuſion ina ſhort Time, 
and the World be ruin'd by doing Juſtice. 
It Ignorance and ill Nature might condemn 
and execute at Diſcretion ; if Spleen and 
Pride might play without Controul, and 
Reſentment make a Sally upon every Pre- 
tence, the four Winds might better be let 
looſe upon us, than all the Paſſions of ſuch 
2 Liberty. Beſides that Heat and Impa- 
tience are very ill Directors; when the 
Mind is thus clouded with Paſfioy, tis odds 
but that a Man miſſes his Way. When 
Violence hutries on too faſt; and Caution 
does not keep Pace with Revenge, People 
e do themſelves more hurt than the 
Enemy. | J 
Our wearing a Sword gives us no Power 
of perſonal Satisfaction; nor are we to take 
a greater Freedom with the Government 
than the Vulgar; our Quality cannot be 
our Excuſe, or bear us out in the uſurp'd 
Priviledge ; quite contrary : A Gentleman is 
ſuppos'd to be better acquainted with Laws 
than a Peaſant,” therefore his breaking of 
them muſt be a greater Fault; becauſe it 
implies more of Contempt in the Action. 
Beſides, where the Example is of worſe 
Conſequence, the care to check it ſhould 
be the greater. The Influence of Men of 
32 80 W Figure 
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Figure is conſiderable ; when they are at: 
| the Head of an ill Cuſtom, they have pre- 
ſently a Train to attend them. The Infec- 
| tion ſpreads like Lightning; and 'tis a Cre- 
dit to live counter to Reaſon and Regulari- 
ty. Nor is it an Allegation of any Weight 
to ſay, that the Cuſtom of Duels puts Gen- 
tlemen upon their good Behaviour; or that 
tis a check upon Converſation, and makes 
it more inoffenſive than it would be other- 
wiſe. For tho' Miſunderſtandings will 
happen ſometimes in Company, yet then 
Diſorders of Converſation may be prevent- 
ed without ſuch a dangerous Expedient. 


Share of Prudence and Behaviour will do the 
Buſineſs; "FEE . 
There is another ſpecious Defence for 
Dueling, which is that the Cuſtom has pre- 
rail'd for ſeveral Ages; but let us re- 


to want a Precedent ; but Cuſtom 
out Reaſon, is no better than ancient Ex- 


there was a ſort of Duelli 
as that of the MHoratii, a | 
Mauliur Turqumus, and the Gan that chal- 


For nor to Mention Religion, a moderate 


member an Objection to this, that there 
is ſcarcely any Extra vagance ſo ſingular * 
with- 


ror. If we look back to the old Rimans,. 
who. were as brave as any People can 
pretend to be, we {hall meet with no In- 
ſtances of thefe private. Deciſions. Indeed, 
among them, 
| Curtatii ; of 
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. our Excuſe, or bear us out in the uſurp'd 


| Beſides, where the Example is of worſe 


be the greater. The Influence of Men of 
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were every Man his own Magiſtrate, and  E 
truſted with the Power of Puniſhing, there t 
would be ſtrange Confuſion ina ſhort Time, 1 
and the World be ruin'd by doing Juſtice, t 
If Ignorance and ill Nature might condemn | © 
and execute at Diſcretion ; if Spleen and t 
Pride might play without Controul, and Wl © 
Reſentment make a Sally upon every Pre- Wt 


tence, the four Winds might better be let 
looſe upon us, than all the Paſſions of ſuch 
a Liberty. Beſides that Heat and Impa- 
tience are very ill Directors; when the 
Mind is thus clouded with Paſſion, tis odds 
but that a Man miſſes his Way. When 
Violence hurrics on too faſt, and Caution 
does not keep Pace with Revenge, People 
generally do themſelves more hurt than the 
Enemy, | TR 67 EE 

Our wearing a Sword gives us no-Power 
of perſonal Satisfaction; nor are we to take 
a greater Freedom with the Government 
than the Vulgar ; our Quality cannot be 
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Priviledge; quite contrary: A Gentleman is 
ſuppos'd to be better acquainted with Laws 
than a Peaſant, therefore his breaking of 
them muſt be a greater Fault; becauſe it 
implies more of Contempt in the Action. 


Conſequence, the care to check it ſhould 


Figure 
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© Figure is conſiderable ; when they are at 
the Head of an ill Cuſtom, they have pre- 
© {ently a Train to attend them. The Infec- 
tion ſpreads like Lightning; aqd tis a Cre- 
dit to live counter to Reaſon and Regulart- 
ty. Nor is it an Allegation of any Weight 
to ſay, that the Cuſtom of Duels puts Gen- 
tlemen upon their good Behaviour; or that 
tis a check upon Converſation, and makes 
it more inoffenſive than it would be other- 
E wiſe. For tho' Miſunderſtandings will 
happen ſometimes in Company, yet then 
Diſorders of Converſation may be prevent- 
ed without ſuch à dangerous Expedient. 
For nor to Mention Religion, a moderate 
Share of Prudence and Behaviour will do the 

Buſineſs. | 
There is another ſpecious Defence for 
Duelling, which is that the Cuſtom has pre- 
vail'd for ſeveral Ages ; but let us re- 
member an Objection to this, that there 
is ſcarcely any Extravagance ſo ſingular as 
to want a Precedent ; but Cuſtom. with- 
out Reaſon, is no better than ancient Er- 
ror, If we look back to the old Romans, 
who were as brave as any People can 
pretend to be, we ſhall meet with no In- 
ſtances of thefe private Decifions. Indeed, 
there was a ſort of Dueling among them, 
as that of the FHoratii, Þi Curiatii ; of 
Maulins Torquatus, and the Ganl that chal- 
H 4. leng'd: 
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teng'd the Army. But then there was a 
Difference in the Perſons and Occaſions. 
Th ſe Duelliſts were Enemies, Subjects of 
different Princes, and a ſort of fighting Re- 
pre ſentatives, choſen to decide the Contro- 
verſy of the Field. At leaſt, the Conteſt 
was allow'd by publick Authority, and un- 
dertaken upon the Score of their Countty. 
But as for one Subje&'s cutting another's 
Throat about private Diſputes, they were 
perfect Strangers to theſe Methods of Ju- 
ſtice. And when Mark Anthony, after the 
Lattle of Actium, challeng'd Auguſtus ; he 
took no further Notice of the Inſult, than 
ſending back this Anſwer, That if Antho- 
ny was weary of his Life, there were other wa). 
of Diſpatch befides Fighting him ; and for his 
Part he ſhould not trouble himſelf to be his Ex- 
ecutioner. 

There is a further Varniſh may be put 
on this execrable Cuſtom, that it is fine to 


ſeem above the Impreſſions of Fear, and 


to flaſh in the Face of Danger. Indeed For- 
titude is a very valuable Quality: But 
then, as I have already obſerv'd, it mult 
be under the Conduct of Prudence and Ju- 


ſtice: Without this Aſſiſtance, the beſt event 
will prove ruinous, and the Victory itſelf 


2 Defeat. 1 
To be eaſilF penetrated by an Injury, is 


a Sign we want either Reaſon to guard, ot 


Strength 
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Strength to endure the Blow; whereas For- 
* titude and Greatneſs of Mind, makes a Man 
” almoſt invulnerable, fences off the Stroke, 
turns the Edge of an Afront,and ſtupifies the 
Pain. They are generally Children, Sick, and 
| Unfortunate People, that are moſt rouchy and 
© reſenting ; and who would be fond of ſo ill- 
} deſcended a Quality? Beſides, thoſe who 
are nice and exceptious, are ſoon thrown 
olf their Temper; thoſe who can bear, and 
| pardon nothing, lie mightily expos'd. Their 
Satisfaction requires ſuch an entire Obſe- 
| quiouſneſs of Men and Things, that 'tis im- 
poſſible to laſt long: A Word, a Look wiſ- 
manag d, or miſunderſtood, is enough to diſ- 
concert them. They make no Allowance 
| for the Miſtakes of Ignorance, the Freedoms 
of Friendſhip, or the Rudeneſs of Paſſion: But 
ſally out immediately, without diſtinguiſh- 
ing upon Circumſtance, or Intention, as if. 
every Slip was unpardonable, and all. the. 
Reaſon of Mankind was oblig'd to be up- 
on Duty, to pleaſe their Humour, and 
gratify their Pride. | : 
In a Word, there is much more Ho- 
nour in contemning Injuries, and paſſing them 
by, than in deciding the Controverſy by 
the Sword, or humouring a Spleen and Vein. 
of Revenge. For Vindidiveneſs is an un- 
creditable Quality, argues a little Mind, 
and a Deſect of Generoſity and good Na- 
; By ture, 
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ture. Revenge, when improv'd into Habit 
and Inclination, is the Temper of a Tyrant ; 
tis a ſtrong Compoſition of Pride and 
Cruelty ; impatient of the leaſt Provoca- 
tion, and unconcern'd at the Miſchief of 
a Return, 

How much nobler is it to palliate, than 


aggravate ; to pardon, than reſent ? Good Na- 


zure will reach us to ſtifle our Reſentments ; 
to diſſemble the Pain, and ſmother the In- 
jury, rather than let them break out to the 
Diſturbance of another; a Generous Perſon 
will pity that in another, which he will by 
no means pardon in himſelf. Good Na- 
ture is willing to make Excuſes, and inter- 
pret Things to the beſt Senſe; and always 
drives the Reaſons of Clemency as far as 
they will go. It conſiders that Inorance 
is often at the Head of a Fault; that Ge- 
zerofity never goes to the Rigour of Mat- 
ters, nor delights in giving Pain and Punilh- 
ment ; 1s willing to overlook and pity the 


uneven Starts, and Miſ-performances of 


Life and Converſation ; backward to expo- 
ſtulate and complain, to expyſe Defects, or 
demand Reparations. 

A Savage and inhoſpitable Diſpaſitien is the 
moſt unbelov'd Quality; we ſhould endea- 


vour to ſweetey our Humours, and keep the 


Ferment down. I confeſs, the World af— 
fords Piovocations enough, and ſome Men 
: ' deſerve 


and Honour; 


Hrce and Daring to make it valuable. 
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deſerve to be mortified ; but we may ſee 
the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe. We 
© ſhould therefore arm ourſelves with Think 
ing, and keep Reaſon upon the Guard: We 
| ſhould always look out for the beſt Con- 
ſtructions, wiſh every Body well, pity 1z-- 
norance, and deſpiſe ill Uſage. In a Word, 
true Honour is always lodg'd with Juſtice 
and Humanity, and Courage mult be blended. 
E with Fortitude, and have more in it than 
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© S bad as the World is, we may 
find, by a ſtrict Obſervation 
& upon Virtue and Vice, that i 
Men appear'd no worſe than 
* a they really are, there would 
b eſs Work for Reformation than 
there is, as they order the Matter. For 
they have generally taken up a kind of in- 
verted Ambition, and affect even Faults 
and Imperfections of which they are In- 
nocent. | 
| Mr. Locke has defin'd Affectation to be an 
1 aukward and forc'd Imitation of what ſhould 
1 be genuine and eaſie, wanting the Beaut) 
1 that accompanies what is Natural, becauſe 
„ there is always a Difagreement between 
| 0 the awtward Action, and the Mind within. 
1 Vature does nothing in Vain; the Crea- 
ror of the Univerſe has appointed every 
Thing to a certain Uſe and Purpoſe, and 
determin'd it to a ſettled Courſe and * 
| ? a 
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of Action, from which if it in the leaſt de- 
viate, it becomes unfit to anſwer thoſe 

Ends for which it was deſigned. It is, I 
think, pretty plain, that moſt of the Ab- 
ſurdity and Ridicule we meet with in the 
World, 1s generally owing to the Imperti- 
nent Affectation of excelling in Characters 
Men are not fit for, and for which Nature 
never deſign'd them. Plain and rough Na- 
ture, left to itſelf, is much better than an 
Artificial Ungracefulneſs, and ſtudied Ways 
of being ill-faſhion'd. The Want of an 
Accompliſhment, or ſome Defe& in our 
Behaviour coming ſhort of the utmoſt 
Gracefulneſs, often eſcapes Obſervation 
and cenfure : But Afectation, in any Part 
of our Carriage, is lighting up a Candle 
to our DefeRs, and never fails to make us 
be taken notice of, either as wanting Senſe, 
or wanting Sincerity. 

It is one Part and Symptom of 4fefta- 
tion, when a Man wauld outwardly put on. 
a Diſpoſition of Mind, which then he re- 
ally has not, but endeavours, by a forc'd 
Carriage, to make a Shew of; yet ſo, that 
the Conſtraint he is under diſcovers itſelf: 
Thus aMan affe&s ſometimes to appearſad, 388 
merry, or kind, when in Truth he is not ſo. 1 

' 


Another Indication is, when Men do not 
endeavour to make Shew of Diſpoſitions of 
Mind which they bave not, but to expreſs 


thoſe Þ 4 
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thoſe they have by a Carriage not ſuited to 
them. And ſuch in Converſation are all 
conſtrain'd Motions, Actions, Words, or 
Looks, which, tho' deſign'd to ſhew either 
their Reſpect or Civility to the Company, or 
their Satisfaction and Eaſineſs in it, are 
not yet natutal nor genuine Marks of the 
One, or the Other, but rather of ſome 
Defef or Miſtake within. 

AﬀeFation indeed is a Diſeaſe which 
breaks out upon us in various kinds : It 
ſometimes ſhews itſelf in our Chaths and 
Habit; ſometimes in our Features and Mein 
of the Face; often in our Actions and De- 
portment of the Body, and too frequently in 
our Words and Converſation. Each Species of 
it ſubjects a Man to a Proportion of Ridi- 
cule ; but the Stiffneſs and affected Pedan- 
try of Expreſſion makes him moſt the Ob- 
ject of Contempt. 

There are many Men, and ſome of great 
Senſe too, that loſe both the Profit, and the 
Reputation of good Thoughts, by the uncouth 
Manner of expreſſing them. They love to talk 
in Myſtery, and take it for a Mark of Wiſ— 
dom not to be underſtood. They are ſo fond 
of making themſelves Publick, that they 
will rather be ridiculous, than not taken No- 
tice of. When the Mind grows ſqueamiſh, 
and comes to a Loathing of things that 
are common, as if they were ſordid, 2 

NY 
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b5;ckneſs betrays itſelf in our way of ſpeaking 
too: For we muſt have eu Words, new 
Compoſitions 5 and it paſles for an Ornament 
to borrow from other Tongues, where we 
may be better furniſh'd in our own. 
An Affectation in Writing is equally nau- 
ſeous as in Expreſſion; in Matters of Compo- - 
tion, we ſhould write, as we would ſpeak, 
with Eaſe and Freedom; if we put our 
Thoughts in good Senſe,the matter of Or- 
pament we may leave to the Orators. Tet 
here we can be eloquent, ſays SEN ECA, 
kuithout more Pains than the Thing's worth, let 
i uſe our Faculty; provided that we value our- 
Welves upon the Matter, more than upon the 
Words; and apply ourſelves rather to the Under- 
Banding, than the Fancy. For as for efteeming, 
lan) Man purely upon the Score of his Rhetorick, 
(continues the Philoſopher) I would as ſoon 
chuſe a Pilot for a good Head of Hair. 
But to ſpeak more immediately of our 
Actions, and Behaviour : every Man has one 
or more Qualities, which may make him 
Wiſcful both to himſelf and others: Nature 
ever fails of pointing them out, and while 
he Infant continues under her Guardianſhip, 
e brings him on in his way, and then offers 
erſelf for a Guide in what remains of the 
Journey : If he proceeds in that Courſe, he 
ran hardly miſcarry; Nature makes good 
her Engagements; for as ſhe never pro- 
| _ miles 
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miſes what ſhe is not able to perform, ſo 
the never fails of performing what ſhe pro- 
miſes. But the Misfortune is, Men deſpiſe 
what they may be Maſters of, and affed 
what they are not fit for: They reckon them- 
ſelves already poſſeſs'd of what their Genin 
inclin'd them to, and ſo bend all their Am- 
bition to excel in what is out of their Reach: 
Thus they deſtroy the Uſe of their natura 
Talents, in the ſame manner as covetous Mey 
do their Quiet and Repoſe ; they can enjoy 
no Satisfaction in what they have, becaule 
of the abſurd Inclination they are poſſeſsd 
with for what they have not. 

The great Misfortune of theſe Aﬀettati 
ons is, that Men not only Joſe a good Qua: 
lity, but alſo contract a bad one; they not 
only are unfit for what they were deſign'd, 
but they aſſign themſelves to what they are 
unfit for; and inſtead of making a very gud 
Figure one way, make a very ridiculous On: 
another. It is to 4feftation the World 
owes its whole Race of Coxcombs : Nature 
in her whole Drama never drew ſuch 2 
Part ; ſhe has ſometimes made a Fool, but 
a Coxcomb is always of a Man's own making, 
by applying his talents otherways than Na- 
ture deſign'd, who ever bears an high Re- 
ſentment for being put out of her Courſe, 
and never fails of taking her Revenge on 
thoſe that do ſo. 5 x 
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lf Men would be content to graft upon 
Nature, and aſſiſt her Operations, what 
mighty Effects might we expect? For 
| wherever Nature deſigns a Production, ſhe 
always diſpoſes Seed proper for it, which 
are as abſolutely neceſſary to the Formation 
of any Moral, or Intellectual Excellence, 
as they are to the Being and Growth of a 
Plant. But oppoſing her Tendency in the 
Application of a Man's Parts, has the ſame 
Succeſs as declining from her Courſe in the 
Production of Vegetables : By the Aſſiſtance 
of Art, and an hot Bed, we may poſſibly 
extort an unwilling , Plant, . or an utimely 
Sallad ; but how weak, how taſteleſs and 
inſipid! All Afefations, which endeavour 
to correct natural DefeRs, and have always 
the laudable Aim of pleaſing, yet always 
miſs it, and the more they labour to put 
on Gracefulneſs, the farther they are from 
it. He that will examine wherein that 
Gracefulneſs lies, which always pleaſes, will 
find it arifes from that natural Coherence 
which appears between the thing done, and 
ſuch a Temper of Mind, as cannot but be 
approv*'d of as ſuitable to the Occaſion. 

In a word, could the World be reform'd 
to the Obedience of that fam'd Dictate, fol- 
lu Nature, which the Oracle of Delphos pro- 
nounced to Cicero, when he conſulted what 
Courſe of Studies he ſhould purſue, we owe 
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ſee almoſt every Man as Eminent in his 
proper Sphere as Tully was in his; and 
fhould, in a very ſhor: Time find Inperti- 
neuce and Affectation baniſh'd from the Ho- 
men, and Coxcombs and falſe Characters from 
among the Men. Imitation of others, with- 
out diſcerning what is gracefal in them, or 
what is peculiar to their Characters, often 
makes a great Part of our Faults. But 
Affectation of all kinds, whenceſoever it 
proceeds, is always offenſive ; becauſe we 
naturally hate whatever is counterfeit, and 
condemn thoſe who have nothing better 
to recommend themſelves by. 
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IDLENESS: 


N lous for Employment, have, wiſe 


N Men been in all Ages, that 
| FNC IX, they have look'd upon Idleneſs 
and nativity as Crimes of a 
einous Nature. I remember it is a Re- 
lection of old Hefiod, 


To 5 Seed peweonm x, dviess, 3s tw dg 
Za, unęluleco u S = uf u, 
our e, t 7puxmy depot, 


TILE O true to Induſtry, and ſo zea- 


That both God and Men are angry at him 
bat lives unattive, like Drones in an Hive, 
hat devour the Fruit of the Bee's Labour. Idle- 
eſs is ſo general a Diſtemper, rhat a copi- 
dus Treatiſe on this Subject could not but be 
of univerſal Uſe. There is hardly any one 
Perſon without ſome Allay of it; and Thou- 
ands ſpend more time in an Idle Uncertain- 
which to begin firſt of two Affairs, than 
would 
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would have been ſufficient to have ended 
them both. The Occaſion of this ſeems Mea 
be the Want of ſome neceſſary Employment 
to put the Spirits in Motion, and awake 
them out of their Lethargy. Were one' 
Time a lirtle ſtreighten'd by Bufineſs, lil 
Water enclos'd in its Banks, it would hay 
ſome determin'd Courſe ; but unleſs it b. 
put into ſome Channel, it has no Current 
but it becomes a Deluge, without eithe 
Uſe or Motion. 
It has been obſerv'd by Writers of Mira 
lity, that in order to quicken Humane Ii. 
duſtry, Providence has ſo contriv'd it, tha: 
our daily Food is not to be procur'd without 
much Pains and Labour. The Chaſe 0 
Birds and Beaſts, the ſeveral Arts of Fin 
with all the different kinds of Agricultur, 
are neceſſary Scenes of Bufineſs, and give 
Employment to the greateſt part of Man 
kind. If we look into the Brute Creation, 
we find all its Individuals engag'd in a pair 
ful and laborious way of Life, to procure! 
neceſſary Subſiſtence for themſelves, or tholk 
that grow up under them. The Preſervation 
of their Being is the whole Buſineſs of it. An 
Idle-Man is therefore a kind of Monſter in 
the Creation. All Nature is buſe about 
him; every Animal he ſees reproaches hin 
Let ſuch a Man, wholies as a Burthen, o 
dead Weight upon the Species, and contibute! 
PS nothin! 
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xthing either to the Riches of the Common- 
alth, or to the Maintenance of himſelf 1 
ad Family, conſider that Inſtin& with 1 
nich Providence has endow'd the Ant, | 
nd by which is exhibited an Example of 
1duſtry to rational Creatures. 
Notwithſtanding we ate oblig'd by Du- 
to keep ourſelves in conſtant Employ, 
fter the ſame manner as infcriour Animals 
re prompted to it by Inſtintt, we fall very 
hort of them 1n this Particular. We are 
ere the more inexcuſable, becauſe there is 
greater Variety of Buſineſs to which we 
nay apply ourſelves. Reaſon opens to us 
large Field of Affairs, which other Crea- 
ures are not capable of : Beaſts of Prey, and 
believe of all other kinds, in their natural 
rate of Being, divide their Time between 
{tionand Reſt. They are always at work il 
dr aſleep. In ſhort, their waking Hours are 0 
rholly taken up in ſeeking after Food, or 
n conſuming it. The Humane Species only, | 
o the great Reproach of our Natures, are 1 
I'd with Complaint that the Day hangs | 
heavy on them, that they do not know what 
to do with themſelves, that they are at a [ 
Loſs how to paſs away their Time, with | 
many of the like ſhameful Murmurs, which | 
ve often find in the Mouths of thoſe who 1 
are ſtil'd rational Beings. How monſtrous ll 
re ſuch Expreſſions amongſt Creatures 2 
d ve 
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have the Labours of the Mind, as well be 
thoſe of the Body, to furniſh them with pro-M P. 
per Employments ; who, beſides the Buſ. ' 
neſs of their proper Callings and Profeſſions, Wt ' 
can apply themſelves to the Duties of R. 
ligion, to Meditation, to the Reading of uſe- 
ful Books, to Diſcourſe; in a word, who 
may exerciſe themſelves in the unbounded 
Purſuits of Knowledge and Virtue, and every 
Hour of their Lives make themſelves wiſe 
or better than they were before. 
The irregular Starts of vicious Appetite 
are in time deſtroy'd by the Gratification 
of them; but a well-order'd Life of Sth, 
receives daily Strength from its Continu- 
ance. I went (ſays Solomon) by the Field of 
the Slothful, and the Vineyard of the Man wid 
of Underſtanding; and lo] it was all grown 
over with Thorns, and Nettles had cover d the 
Face thereof, and the Stone-Wall thereof wa; 
broken down. To raiſe the Image of this 
Perſon, the ſame Author adds, The /lothful 
Man hideth his hand in his Boſom, aud it 
grieveth him to bring it again to his Mouth. It 
there were no future Account expected of 
ſpending our Time, the immediate Inconveni- 
ence that attends a Life of Idleneſs ſhould of 
itſelf be Perſwaſion enough to the Men of 
Senſe to avoid it. 
I believe I may ſay there is more Toi, 
Fatigue, and Uneaſineſs in Shorh, than 7 
c 
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be found in any Employment a Man will 
put himſelf upon. When a thoughtful Man 
is once fix d this way, Spleen is the neceſſa- 
ty Conſequence. This directs him inſtantly 
to the Contemplation of his Health, or Cir- 


cumſtances, Which mult ever be found ex- 
tremely bad upon theſe melancholy En- 


——ů 


quiries. If he has any common Buſineſi upon 


his hands, numberleſs Objections arxiſe, that 
make the Diſpatch of it impoſſible; and 
he cries out with Solomon, There is a Lion in 
the way, a Lion in the Streets; that is, there 
is ſome Difficulty or other, which, to his 
Imagination, 1s as Invincible as a Lion 
really would be. 

It we would but take the Pains to con- 
ſider the Conſequences of 1dleneſs, and to 
how many Inconveniences we are ſubje& 
by an habitual Inaftivity, our Reaſon would 
prompt us to fly from Danger, and take 
Shelter under Exerciſe and Employment: The 
Man that wallows in the Led of Jaleneſs, is 
fit to invite Temptation: The Induſtrious 
Man hath not ſo much Leiſure to ſin ; The 
Ile hath neither Leiſure nor Power to a- 
void it. Exerciſe is not more wholſome for 
the Body, than for the Soul; the Remiſſion 
whereof breeds matter of Diſeaſe in both. 
The Water that hath been heated ſooneſt 
freezeth, the moſt active Spirit ſooneſt tireth 
with lacking; the Earrh ſtands ſtill, and 
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is all Dregs ; the Heavens ever move, and 
are pure. We have no Reaſon to complain 
of the Abſurdity of Work; the Toil of Afiimn 
is anſwer'd by the Benefit; if we did It, 
we ſhould ſuffer more. Satan, like an id|, 
Companion, if he find us buſie, flies back and 
ſees it no time to entertain vain Purpoſes 
with us: We cannot pleaſe him better than 
by caſting away our Work to hold chat with 
him ; we cannot yield ſo far, and be guiltleſs, 

Thereare indeed but very few who know 
how to be idle and Innocent; or have a Re- 
liſh of any Pleaſures that are not Criminal 
Every Diverfion they take, is at the Ex- 
pence of ſome one Virtue or another, and 
their very firſt Step out of Bufineſs, is into 
Vice or Folly. A Man ſhould endeavour 
therefore to make the Sphere of his innocent 
Pleaſures as wide as poſſible, that he may 
retire into them with Safety, and find in 
them ſuch a Satisfaftion as a wiſe Man 
would not bluſh to take. 

If we look into the Behaviour of many 
whom we daily converſe with, we ſhall 
find that molt of their Hours are taken up 
in thoſe three important Articles of Eating, 
Drinking, and Sleeping. I do not ſuppoſe 
that a Man loſes his time, who is not en- 
gag'd in publick Affairs, or in an illuſtricus 
Courſe of Action. On the contrary, I believe 
one may ſpend his Hours more agreeably 

| in 
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in ſome Purſuits which make no Figure in 
the World, than in ſuch as are apt to draw 
upon them the Attention of Mankind. One 
| may become Wiſer and Better by ſeveral 
Methods of employing one's ſelf in Secrecy 
and Slence, and do what is laudable with- 
out Noiſe or Oſtentation. | 
| Bodily Exerciſe is of two kinds, either that 
{| which a Man ſubmits to for his Livelyhood, 
or that which he undergoes for his Pleaſure. 
The latter of them generally changes the 
Name of Labour for that of Exerciſe, but dif- 
fers only from ordinary Labour, as it riſes 
from another Motive. Let us but conſider 
the Anatomy of an Humane Bodie, and we 
ſhall diſcover how abſolutely neceſſary La- 
hour is forthe right Preſervation of it. There 
muſt be frequent Motions and Apitations, to 
mix, digeſt, and ſeparate the Juices contain- 
ed in it, as well as to clear and to cleanſethat 
Infinitude of Pipes and Strainers, of which 
it is compoſed, and to give their ſolid Parts 
more firm and laſting Tones. Labour or Ex- 
erciſe ferment the Humours, caſts them into 
their proper Channels, throws of redundan- 
cies, and helps Nature in thoſe ſecret Diſtri- 
butions, . without which the Body cannot 
ſubſiſt in its Vigour, nor the Soul act with 
Che arſul neſs. 5 
Had not Exerciſe been abſolutely neceſſary 
for our Well-being, e would not have 
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made the Body ſo proper for it, by giving 
ſuch an Activity to the Limbs, andſuch a 
Pliancy to every part, as neceſſarily produce 
thoſe Compreſſrons, Extenſions, Contortions, Di- 
latations, and all other kinds of Motions that 
are neceſſary for its Preſervation, as I have 
before obſerv'd. And that we might not 
want Inducements to engage us in ſuch an 
Exerciſe of the Body as is proper for its Wel- 
fare, it is ſo order d, that nothing valuable 
can be procur'd without it. Not to mention 
Riches and Honour, even Food and Rayment ate 
not to be come at without the Toil of the 
Hands,and Sweat of the Brows. Providence 
furniſheth Materials, but expects that we 
ſhould work them up our ſelves. The 
Earth muſt be labour'd before it gives its 
Increaſe ; and when it is forc'd into its ſeve- 
ral Products, how many Hands muſt they 
paſs thro?, before they are fit for Uſe? Mz 
nufactures, Trade, and Agriculture, naturally 
employ more than nineteen Parts of the 
Species in twenty; and as for thoſe who are 
not oblig'd to labour, by the Condition in 
which they are born; they are more miſera- 
ble than the reſt of Mankind, unleſs the 
indulge themſelves in that voluntary Labour 
* which goes by the Name of Exerciſe. 

Thoſe who have ſearch'd into Humant 
Nature, obſerve, that nothing ſo much ſhews 
the Nobleneſs of the Scul, as that its Felicii 
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| conſiſts in Action If we look back into the 
old World, we ſhall find, that all its Vi- 
. gour Was owing to E xerciſe,Sprightlineſs and 
Activity: Luxury aud Idleneſs firſt debilita- 
ted and impair'd the Strength of Nature. 
I remember ſome fine Lines in a Po u of 
= Mr. Dryden's, which are an Elegant Con- 
firmation of what I have here aſſerted. 


The firſt Phyſicians by Debauch were made; 

Exceſs began, and Sloth ſuſtains the Trade. 

By "IA our long-liv'd Fathers earn'd their 
Food, 

Toil ſtrung the Nerves, and purify'd the Blood: 

But: we, their Sons, a pamper Race of Men, 

Are dwindled down to Threeſcore Tears and 
Ten. 

Better to hunt in Fields for Health unboug ht, 

Than fee the Doctor for a nauſeous Draught. 

The Wiſe for Cure on Exerciſe depend, 

God never made his Work for Men to mend. 


Let as neceſſary as Action is, and as much 
a Duty as it is on Mankind, we, by our Be- 
baviour and Carraige di the World, ſeem 
of the Stamp which Horace complains of, 


Nos Numerus ſumus & fruges conſumere nat, 


We make up the Number of Creatures, cree p- 
ding o'er the ſurface of the Earth, and born a- 
bne to conſume it's Products. If we look into 
1 | the 
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the Bulk of our Species, they are ſuch as are 
not likely to be remember'd a Moment af- 
ter their Diſappearance. They leave be- 
hind them no Traces of their Exiſtence, but 
are forgotten as tho' they never had been. I 
could wiſh that Men, while they are in 
Hcalth, would conſider well the Nature of 
the Part they are engag'd in, and what H- 
gure it will make in the Minds of thoſe they 
leave behind them. Whether it was worth 
coming into the World for? whether it be 
ſuitable to a reaſonable Being? in ſhort, 
whether it appears graceful in this Life, or 
will turn to Advantage in the next? 

Would we give ourſelves the trouble of 
a little Self examination, we ſhould certainly 
be cur'd of that Indolence which betrays us, 
grow lick of Negligence and Procraſtination, 
and rouſe and exert ourſelves to Action 
ſuiting the Dignity of our Nature. The 
Time we live ought not to be computed by 
the Number of Years, but by the Uſe has 
been made of it; thus "tis not the Extent 
of Ground, but the yearly Rent, which 
gives the Value to the Eſtate. 

There is nothing now-a-days ſo much 
avoided as a ſollicitous Improvement of every 
Part of our Time Nothing lies upon out 
Hands with ſuch Uneaſineſs; nor has there 
been ſo many Devices for any one thing, 2 
to mixe it ſlide away imperceptibly, and to 
RE Ol 
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no purpoſe. We fear the Imputations of 
Labour and Aſſiduity ; Diligence and Induſtry 
have a Mechanick Report, and Employment 
and Application ſavour of Drudgery. Theſe 
Prepoſſeſſions make us pleas'd with our 
Ruine; we think Lazineſs is a deſireable 
Character, and poſtpone and procraſtinate 
every Intention to Buſineſs, To morrow, 
is {till the fatal Time when all is to be re- 
&ified ; To morrow comes, it goes, and ſtill 
we pleaſe onrſelves with the Shadow, whilſt 
we loſe the Reality. Unmindful that the 
preſent Time alone is ours, the future is yet 
unborn and the paſt is dead, and can on- 
ly live (as Parents in their Children,) in 
the Actions it has produc'd. To conclude, 
we ſhould labour to make this the Rule of 
our Conduct, which Seneca tells Lucilius was 
his Practice. Id ago, ut mihi inſtar totius vi- 
tz fit dies quiſque. Nec mehercul: tanquam ul- 
timum rapio : ſed illum fic aſpicio, tanquam eſ- 
fe vel ultimus peſſit. Ante Seneftutem curavi, 
ut bene viverem in ſenectute, ut ben? morerer : 
ben) autem mori; eft libenter mori. Me ſhould 
order it ſo, that every fingle Day ſhould be like 
our whole Lives to us ; not to lay bold on it as 
the laſt, but look upon it in a Poſſibility of being 
ſuch : To take Care before Age ſurprizes us, to 
live well, and when Age advances, to die as 
well ; now to die well, is to die willingly. 


I 3 ENVY, 


Ig tber: And Plutarch tells us, that 
— Envy and Hatred are Paſſions ſo 
like each other, that they are often taken fot 
the ſame. Generally indeed, all the Vices are 
ſo confuſedly twiſted and entangled, that 
they are not eaſily to be diſtinguiſh'd : For 
as differing Diſeaſes of the Body agree in 
many the like Cauſes and Efefs ; ſo do the 
Diſturbances of the Mind. 
Whatſoever Reſemblance theſe two Pal- 
ſions bear to each other, they have ſtill pe- 
culiar Marks to make them diſtinct. Hatred 
proceeds from an Opinion that the Perſon 
we deteſt is Evil ; and if not general ſo, yet 
at leaſt, in particular to us: For they who 
think themſelves injur'd,are apt to hate the 
Author of their Wrongs; and even thoſe, 
who upon other than Self. Reſpects, are re- 
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puted injurious, we uſually nauſeate and ab- 
& hor. But Envy has only one ſort of Object, 
the Felicity of Others; yet by this it becomes 
W Infinite, and like an Evil or Diſeaſed Eye, 
is offended with every thing that is bright. 

The Object of this Paſſion is ſomething 
defireable.; Aud tho* Excellency, preciſely 
conſider'd, cannot occaſion Diſlike ; yet 
= Excelleacy miſplacd may. The Envious be- 
E lieves himſelf eclipſed by the Luſtre of his 
= Neighbour. It muſt be certainly from this 
Motive, that Authors are not conſider'd 
| with due Regard whilſt alive, tho' Juſtice 
is done their Memory and Aſhes. 


Virtutem præſentem odim us, 
Sublatam ex oculis querimus invidi : 


| ſays Horace; Superior Wit or Excellence in any 
| kind, are Reproaches to the Character of hin: 
| that cannot ſtand in Competition for them ; and 
* when his Abilities do not riſe, he envieth the Man 
For poſſeſſing Qualities of Advantage, which ſeem 
to ſet his Inferiority more to Vieu. The Reaſon 
that we ſcarce ever eſteem a Man equal to 
| his Merit, till we have loſt him, ſeems to be 
| juſtly touch'd by Velleius Paterculus, in theſe 
| Words, praſentia invidid, praterita venerati- 
one proſequimur. Et illis nos obrui, his inſtrui 
credimus. We always treat Things preſent with 
Ervy, things paſt with Veneration ; far we be- 
| 144 lie ve 


Dp 4 
1 F Envy. 


lie ve ourſelves kept under by the former, but in. 


ſtructed by the latter. 

Envy mult be determin da moſt il/-natur'd 
Vice; 'tis made np of Meanneſs and Malice; 
it w. hes the Force of Goodneſs reſtrain'd, 
and the Meaſure of Happineſs abated. It 
laments over Profperity, and ſickens at the 
Sight of Health. Had this Paſſion the Go- 
verning of the Creation, we ſhould have a ſad 
World of it. How would it infe& the Air 
and darkenthe Sun; make the Seas unnavi- 
gable, and blaſt the Fruits of the Earth? How 
would the Face of Nature be overcaſt ? we 
ſhould ſee Confuſion without Settlement, Mad- 
neſe without Intervals, and Poyſon without 
Antidotes: Could the Exvious prevail, all 
Noble Undertakings would be cruſh'd, and In 
vention nip'd in the Bud. Nothing extraor- 
dinary in Induſtry, Senſe, or Bravery, would 
be endured : Whatſoever was Shining would 
ſoon be eclipſed. To excel either in Art or 
Nature would be a Crime ; and none could 
be Saſe, but the I and the Uſeleſs. 

The Exvious Man is in Pain upon all Oc- 
caſions which ought to give him Pleaſure. 
The Rel; of his Lite is inverted ; and the 
Objects which adminiſter the higheſt Satis- 
faction to thoſe who are exempt from this 
Paſſion, give the quickeſt Pangs to Perſons 
urho are ſubje& to it. All the Perfections of 
their Fellow Creatures are odious ; Youth, 

Beauty, 


Envy. 177 


| Beauty, Valour, and Wiſdom, are Provo- 
cations of their Diſpleaſure. What a 
wretched and apoſtate State is this! To be 
I ere with Excellence, and hate a Man 
becauſe we approve him! The Condition 
J of the Envious Man is the moſt emphatically 
miſerable; he is not only incapable of Re- 
| joycing in Azother s Merit or Succeſs, but lives 
ma World wherein all Mankind are in a 
Pn againſt his Quiet, by ſtudying their 
oun Happineſs and Ad vantage. 

It is no ſmall Confirmation of the Baſeneſ- 
| of this Paſſion, that the Reliefs of the Eu- 
Þ vious Man, are thoſe little Blemiſhes and Im- 
f verfefions that diſcover themſelves in an Il- 
Juſtrious Character. It is Matter of great 
Conſolation to an Exvious Perfon, when a 
Man of known Honour does a thing un wor- 
thy himſelf ; or when any Action, which 
was wel executed, upon better Information 
Lappears ſo altered in its Circumſtances, 
that the Fame of it is divided among Many, 
ſinſtead of being attributed to one. This is 
a ſecret Satisfaction to theſe Malignants ; 
the Perſon, whom before they could not 
but admire, they fancy is nearer their u 
(Condition, as ſoon as his Merit is Har'd a- 
mong Others. 
There is nothing that more denotes 2 
great Mind, than the Abhorrence of Envy 
d Detrattion. That which gives Birth to 
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this deteſtable Paſſion in a baſe Sou), pro- 
duces a generous Emulation in better Diſpo- 
ſitions. Now Emulation is an handſome 
Paſſion ; cis enterprizing, but juſt withal ; 
it keeps a Man within the Terms of Honour, 


and makes the Conteſt for Glory fair and b- 


generous. Here is nothing malevolent 
and inſidious; the Advantage is gain'd by 
Improvement, not by Injury. The Man 
ſtrives to excel, but then "tis by raiſing him- 
ſelf, not by depreſſing another. 

"Tis an honourable Heat, that takes fire 
at another's Excellence, and blazes out into 
the Rivalſhip of his Virtues ; to give the 
Man we contend with, all his Merit, and 
ſtrive fairly to out. boot him. But Envy al- 
ways wants the Spirit, as well as the good 
Nature and Honour to exert itſelf ſo com- 
mendably; but as it were conſcious of its 
own Impotence, it folds its Arms in Deſpair, 
and fits curſing in a Corner. For when Eu) 
conquers, tis commonly in the Dark, by 
Treachery and Undermining, by Calumny and 
Detraction. The Envious are always Un- 
grateful, they hate a noble Temper, though 
ſhewn upon themſelves. if you oblige 
them, *tis at your. Peril ; they'll fly in the 
Face of a good Turn, and o ut-rage where 


they ought to reward. 


Whoſoever will read, and with Delibera- 
tion weigh the Character, which the ines 
ne 
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ned Biſhop HAL has given us of the En- 
vious Man, it he have either Senſe or Inte- 
grity on his Side, will utterly detelt ſo 
ſordid a Paſſion. It may not be amiſs to 
tranſcribe ſuch part of it, as ſeems to be 
general in the Application. An Envious 
EF Man (ſays he) feeds on Others Evils, and hath 
uo Diſeaſe but his Neighbour's Welfare ; what- 
= ſoever God doth for him, he cannot br happy in 
Company; and if he were put to chuſe, whether 
be would rather have Equals in a common Fe- 
> licity, or Superiors in Miſery, he would demur 
upon the Election. You ſhall have him ever 
enquiring into th: Eſtates of his Equals and 
| Betters ; wherein he is not more deſirous to hear 
all than loth to hear anything over-good ; and if 
juſt Report relate ought better than he would, 
he redoubles the Queſtion, as being hard to be- 
* lieve what he likes not. Whom he dares not 
openly backbite, nor wound with a direct Cenſure, 
he firikes ſmoothly with an Over-cold Praiſe ; 
when his Equal ſhould riſe to Honour, he ſtrives 
againſt it unſeen, and ſuborneth Obſtacles : But 
when he ſees his Reſiſtance vain, be can give an 
Hollow Gratulation in Preſence, but, in Secret, 
diſparages that Advancement; either the Man 
is unfit for the Place, or the Place for the Man. 
No Perſon is ſafe from bis malignant Cenſure, 
ao Action from his jealous Conftruttion” 
Since Envy is ſo odious, and exery way 
unlucky, ſince it makes {0 diſagreeable a Fi- 
oure, 
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gure, and does ſo much Miſchief to itſel 
and others, it may not be improper to ol. 
fer ſomething particular to prevent it. 
We ſhould conſider, that Providence has 
given the leaſt of us more than we can pre- 
tend to; if we could make out a Title to 
more Priviledge, to complain were not un- 
reaſonable ; but none can be ſo hardy, as 
to ſay Heaven is in his Debt, and ow'd him 
a nobler being or Subſiſtance. We ſhould 
remember that we are liberally dealt with, 
and then we ſhould not be troub!ed to ſee 
another in a better Condition. To conſider 
that we have ore than we deſerve, will help 
our Reaſon to ſilence our Murmering, and 
make us aſham'd to repine. If we don't o- 
ver-rate our Pretenſions, all will be well; 


Humility diſarms Enty, and ſtrikes it dead. 


Ve ſhould endeavour likewiſe to im- 
prove our reſpective Abilities; Men natural- 
ly deſire to ſtand fair in the Opinion of o- 
thers, aud to have ſomewhat of Value to 
ſupport them in their own Thoughts. To 


be eaſie, a Man ſhould examine his Genius, 


exert his Spirits, and try to make the mol! 


of himſelf. There are few but may be re- 


markable in their Hgation; ſo far, atleaſt, as 
to guard off Contempt, and ſecure a mode- 
rate Repute to themſelves. And thoſe that 
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To conclude, let us entertain ſo vile 
Notions of this Paſſion, as to think ill of 
ourſelves for giving it Harbour; let us 
paint it in its worſt Colours to our Imagi- 
nation, and ſo we ſhall Diſcountenance 
our Opinion of it. Let us reflect on it as 
a Compound of Impotence and Malice; as a 
Quality that will prey on our Eaſe and Sa- 
tihfaction, diſgrace us to the World, and 
make us miſerable to ourſelves. 


End of them. Thus, although the whole Life is 
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E all of us complain of the 
Shortneſs of Time, ſaith Seneca, 
and yet have more than we 
know what todo with. Our 

y Hour,, ſays he, are either ſpent 
in doing b at all, or in doing Nothing to 
the purpoſe, or in doing Nothing that we ought 
to do. We are always complaining our Days 
are few, and acting as tho' there would be nd 


allow'd by every one to be ſhort, the ſeveral Di- 
wifions of it appear long and tedious. We are ſor 
lengthening our Span in general, but would fain 
contract the Parts of which it is compoſed. 
How acceptable a piece of Service would 
it be to the World, if any one could be hap- 
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py enough to point out to them certain 
© Methods fox their filling up the empty Spaces 
of Life! There are uſeful and innocent Di- 
© verſions to rub off Part of our Time, but we 
are not eaſie to be fix'd at them; we are 
E continually wanting an Amuſement, but at 
a loſs to determine in what Recreations it 
E muſt conſiſt. I muſt confeſs, I think it is be- 
low reaſonable Creatures to be altogether 
E converſant in ſuch Diverſions as are meerly 
innocent, and have nothing elſe to recommend 

them, but that there is no Hurt in them. 
Pleaſure and Recreation, of one kind or o- 
ther, are abſolutely neceſſary to relieve our 
Minds and Bodies from tooconſtant Attention 
and Labour. Indeed the Uſe of Wiſdom ſtands 
in tempering our Pleaſures ; there are ſome 
ſo rigid, or ſo timorous, that they avoid all 
* Diverſions, and dare not but abandon lawful 
Delights, for fear of offending. Theſe are hard 
Tutors, if not Tyrants to themſelves; whilſt 
they pretend a mortified Strictneſs, are inju- 
rious to their own Liberty, and to the Libera- 
lity of their Maker. We ſhould learn firſt, 
by a juſt Survey, to know the due and law- 
ful Bounds of Pleaſure; and then beware 
either to go beyond a known Boundary, 
or, in the Licence of our Deſires to remove | 

it. When Pleaſure is made the chief Purſuit | 
of Life, aconſtant Application to its Allure- 7 
ments will naturally root out the ove 
| O | 
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of Reaſon and Reflection, and ſubſtitute in 
their Place a general Impatience of Thought, 
and a conſtant Pruriency of inordinate 
Deſire. He that buys his Satisfatt:on at 
the Expence of Duty or Diſcretion, is ſure 
to over-purchaſe. When Virtue is ſacrific'd 
to Appetite, Repentance muſt follow, and that 
is an uneaſie Paſſion. All unwarantable De- 
lights have an ill Farewell, and deſtroy 
thoſe that are greater. The main Reaſon 
why we have Reſtraints clap'd upon us, is 


becauſe an unbounded Liberty would undo us, 


Beſides, Pleaſure, when it is a Man's chief 
Purpoſe, diſappoints itſelf; and the conſtant 
Application to it palls the Faculty of en- 
Joying it, tho' it leaves the Senſe of our In- 
ability for that we wiſh, with a Diſreliſh of 
every thing elſe. There is more Fatigue ina 
Round of circulary and continued Pleaſures, 
than in the Proſecution of Buſineſs and Af 
fairs ; the Enjoyments we purſued grow Stale 
in the Poſſeſſion, and when we have run 
thro' them, leave us flat and inſipid, ſpent 
and over-labour'd. *Tis a fair Inference 
from hence, that Pleaſure can be only ſo, 
when purſued with Moderation. As far as 


Health is kept up, and Melancholy diſcharg'd 


by theſe Amuſements, they may be toler- 
able enough within a Rule. The End of 


Pleaſure is to ſupport the Offices of Life ;to 


relieve the Fatigue of Buſineſs, to reward a 
re- 
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regular Action, and encourage the Continu- 
ance. 

I remember Mr. Lock, ſpeaking of Recre- 
ations, reckons the Exerciſe of Manual Arts 
under this Head; and ſays, That it has been 
nothing but the Vanity aud Pride of Greatneſs 
and Riches, that has brought unprofitable and 
dangerous Paſtimes into Fa bion, and perſwaded 
People into a Belief, that the Learning, or Putting 
BE their Hands to any Thing that was uſeful, could 
not be a Diverſion fit for a Gentleman. For that 
te Great Men among the Ancients underſtood ve- 
= ry well how to reconcile manual Labour with 
= Afairsof State, aud thought it no leſſening to their 
= Dignity,to make the one the Recreation to the other. 
Z I am not about to preſcribe any particu- 
lar Diverſions, ſo they in general be Innocent 
in the Object; Taclination in every one muſt 
be left to its Choice. Indeed, when the Mind 
demands Relaxation and Refre/hment, if we 
& would fill up the Vacancies of our Leiſure 
by Phyſical Direction, it ſhould be in ſome 
Erie of che Bad) which: vnbends the 
Doug ht, and confirms the Health and Strength. 
But what ſhall we ſay, when every Man has 
ga peculiar Guſt of Pleaſure ? The Tempers 
of ſome are ſoſolid, and their Conſtitutions ſo 
& ſedentary, that they cannot reliſh Activity, 
or rough Exerciſe; their very Diverſions are 
in a manner Contemplative, and bent on Spe- 
culation, therefore they require Amuſements 
of a more refined Nature. For 
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For my own part, I cannot think the 
looſe Hours of Lite better employ'd than in 
the Diverſions of the Theatre; if our Vices 
do not ſtrike in to marr the Intention of the 
Entertainment. There are Materials fitted 
both for Pleaſure and Improvement. Every 
Scene has, or ought to have, a Moral. Hu- 
man Life may be inſtructed from Fictitious 
Characters; and we learn to demean our 
ſelves in real Actions, from ſeeing how 0 
thers have either ſucceeded or miſcarried | 
in repreſented Ones. But of this no more; 
it may look odd for me, in a Moral Mort, 
to turn Advocate for a Play-houſe; tho' the 
Stage might be made a perpetual Source ol 
the moſt Noble and Uſeful Entertainments, 
TH were it under proper Regulations. | 
| There are many other uſeful Amuſe ment 
14 of Life, which one would endeavour to 
1 ; multiply, that one might on all Occaſion; 
14 have Recourſe to ſome Things, rather than 
14. ſuffer the Mind to lie Idle, or run 2 drift 
11 with any Paſſion that chances to riſe in i: 
14 Nor am I againſt having a Gentleman ae 
|| commodate himſelf to the Innocent Diver 
Hon in Faſhion amongſt thoſe of his Age and 
Condition. I am ſo far from having him 4. 
ſtere and Moroſe to that Degree, that I wou 
perſwade him to more than ordinary Com 
| plaiſance for all the Gaieties and Diverſion o 
140 thoſe he converſes with, and to be averſe i £ 
1 | C11) 
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teſty in nothing they ſhould deſire of him, 
that might become a Gentleman and an 
{honeſt Man. 

© Indeed, as to the Diverſions of Cards and 
Dice, however engaging, I mult declare 
my ſelf for them with Abſtinence, and that 
they are to be uſed with Caution. Theſe 
© ſort of Plays are oftener Provocatives to A- 
rarice and Lofs of Temper, than meer Re- 
WE creations and innocent Amuſements. They 
Ware ſo betraying and dangerous in their 


them rather with the Spirits of Gameſters, 
than a Deſign to while away the vacant 
Hours. They purſue it with as much Ar- 
dour as they would a Hunting-Match ; and 
the only Difference is, that here they are 
each other's Prey. 

# Thouſands have been ruin'd by Gaming, 
Ways Bruyere, and yet they tell you very cold- 
Wy they can't live without it. What an Ex- 
cuſe is this? Is there any violent and ſhame- 
ul Paſſion which may not uſe the ſame Lan- 


Euage? Would we admit one to ſay, he can't 


& 


W 


ng Is playing without Bounds, without Conſi- 
Neration or Intermiſſion, to the total Ruin 
pf your Adverſary, whilſt tranſported with 
n Deſire of Gain, made outragious by Loſſes, 
And inflam'd by Avarice, you expoſe on a 
Tard, or the Chance of a Dye, your Qwn, 
Four 


5 
p 
| 


E Conſequences, that People fit down to 


live without Murthering, Raviſhing, and Rob- 


Loſſes. There is but one Afiftion whichis 


_ and that Condition, that our Eyes are ſhock! 


- moſt Menial Offices. 


and Converſation in your own Sphere, 
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your Wives, and your Children's Fortune, 
Is this allowable ? Is this the Sport you ca- 
not Live without ? Are there not worſe Co- 
ſequences than theſe often at Play? When 
entirely routed, you are oblig'd to part with 
your Cloaths, your Food, and the Proviſ. 
on of your Family, for this unreaſonabl: 
Diverſion. There is too much Folly and 
Puerility in expoſing one's ſelf to theſe greaiM 


laſting, the Loſs of au Fſtate ; Time, which 
ſweetens all others,ſharpens this; wefeel 
every Moment during the Courſe of on 
Lives, that we miſs the Fortune we hari 
Loſt. | 

"Tis ſaid of Play, that it equals all Cond: 
tions; but there is often ſuch ſtrange Dif 


portions, and ſuch vaſt Diſtance between thi 


and offended to ſee ſuch Extremities meg 
together. Tis like Diſcord in Muſick, G 
tours ill ſorted, Words which jar the EY 
Sounds and Noiſes which make us ſhudder. 
a word, *tis over-turning all Diſtin&ion an 
Decency : A jumbling of Qualities and D. 
grees together upon the Level; and ſortin! 
Men of Razk, by the Priviledge of the I. 
ble, with Fellows that are too vile forti 


Bur ſetting aſide the Regard to Equal: 
ſou! : 
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Mould dread the Cuſtom of Cemmon Gaming, 
Wor the Paſſions it eàcites, and the unrealo- 
nable Ferments, Cominotions, aud Inquietudes 
Wit puts its Clients into: Becauſe it baniſhes 
INirth, and tlc Reliſh of Society, and tles 
own the Eyes and Aftect ions to the Con- 
cen and Eagerneſs of Minning. An Aſ- 
ſembly of States, or Courts of Juſtice in 
Capital Caſes, appear not more ſerious and 
grave, than a Table of Gameſters playing 
very high; a melancholy Severity reigns in 
their Looks, implacable to one another, and 
irreconcileable Enemies while the Meeting 
Ilaſts; they conſider neither Friendſhip, 
Alliance:, Birth, nor Diſtinfions. Chance 
alone, that blind and wild Divinity, pre- 
ſides over the Circle, and decides ſove— 
reignly there on all Occaſions; they all a- 
dore her by a profound Silence and Atten- 
tion, which they are not able to obſerve 
elſewhere, and all the Paſſions ſeem ſuſpen- 
| ded, to give place only to One. I think it is 
ver) wonderful, ſays the SptEcTATOR, to ſee 
Perſons of the beſt Senſe paſſing away a dozen 
Hours together, in ſhuffling and dividing a P ack 
ef Cards, with no other Converſation but what 
is made up of a few Game Phraſes, and no other 
Idea's but thoſe of Lack or red Spots ranged toge- 
ther in different Pigures, Nould not a Man laugh 
10 hear one of this Species complaining that Life 
is ort? I 
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I am not ſurpriz d, that there are ſo many 
publick Gaming Houſes, which are like ( 
many Snares laid for Mens Avarice, like 
I\irlpools, where the Money of private Men 
is ſunk without Hopes of Return, like 
Rocks, where ſuch as play are loſt, and daſh'y 
in Pieces ; that Sharpers have continually 
their Emiſlaries abroad, to learn who comes 
laden from the Country with the Price of 
an Eſtate lately ſold ; who has got a Suit 
at Law, which has brought him in a great 
Sum, who has been ſucceſsful at Play ; what 
Heir has leap'd into alarge Inheritance, or 
what Officer will venture his whole Caf 
on the Turn of a Card. Cheating, tis true, is 
a filthy raſcaily Trade, but tis an ancient 
known Trade, and practis'd in all Times 
by the Men we call profeſs 'd Gameſters ; they 
have a Sign at their Doors, and this may 
be the Inſcription, Here is Cheating upon H. 
nour; for TI ſuppoſe they will not pretend to 
be unblameable. Every one knows, that 
to enter and loſe in their Houſes is one and 
the ſame thing ; but that they ſhould have 
Bubbles enough to make a Subſiſtence on't, 
is what I cannot comprehend. But hare 
treated this Head at all the Extent I allow, 
and proceed now to the Second Subject pro- 
pos'd in this Chapter. 

Of all the Diverfions of Life, there is none 
ſo proper to fill up its empty Spaces as the 

| Readin 
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| Reading of uſeful and entertaining Authors: 
And the beſt Employment of our dead un- 
| active Hours, is in Improvements by Study 
and Purſuits of Knowledge. The Truth of 
it is, there is not a ſingle Science, or any 
pranch of it, that might nor furniſh a Man 
with Buſineſs for Life, though it were much 
longer than it is; yet this Conſideration 
mould not cut us off from our Enquiries, or 
int our Diſquiſitions. Let us make our In- 
roads as far as we Can, and not entirely 
withdraw our Troops, becauſe we cannot 
be Maſters of the whole Country. The 
| Uſefulneſs of Knowledge, and the Pleaſure 
and Perfection it gives the Mind, ſhould ex- 
cite our Ambition to as many Conqueſts as 
we can make this way. How different is 
the View of paſt Life in the Man who is 
grown old in Knowledge and Wiſdom, from 
that of him who is grown old in ignorante 
and Folly ? The latter is like the Owner of 
a barren Country, that fills his Eye with the 
Proſpe& of naked Hills and Plains, which 
produceth nothing either profitable or or- 
| namental; the other beholds a beautiful 
anda ſpacious Landskip, divided into de- 
lightful Gardens, Green Meadows, Fruit- 
ful Fields, and can ſcarce caſt his Eye on a 
| ſingle Spot of his Poſſeſſions, that is not 
cover*d with ſome beautiful Plant or Flower. 


I 
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to ſpare from that Study; and yet, how wel 
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I have already ſpoken on the ſubjc& o 
Reading Boks in my Chapter on LEARNING; 
allI have to add on the Occaſion here, is to 
adviſe to keep ourStudies within the Compal 
of Uſe and Utility. There are ſome Studie 
which are only Matters of Curioli:y, and 
Tria:s of Skill: Others of PI aſure, and of Ul. 
But ſtill there are many Things worth ou 
knowing, perhaps, that were not worth our 
Learning. There are ſome Tricks of Hit, like 
Sights of Hand, which amount to no moe 
than the tying of Knots only to looſen them 
again, and it is the very Fallacy that plea 
ſes us; for, ſo ſoon as ever we know how 
they are done, the Satisfaction is at an End. 

He that duly conſiders the Buſineſs of LV 
and Death, will find that he has little Time 


10 
Ie. 


trifle away our Hours upon impert inent N 
ceties and Cavils, There are impertinent Sul 
dies, as well as impertinent Men. Didymu 
the Grammarian wrote four Thouſand 
Books, wherein he is much concern'd to 
diſcover where Homer was born, who was 
ZEneas's true Mother, and whether Anacre-. 
on was the greater Whore maſter or Drum 
kard. A Man is never a jot the more lear-W 
ned for this Curioſity, but much the more 
troubleſome : Are not thoſe Speculation 
of much more Importance, that teach us 
_—1 Out 


and Taber. 193 


x o Providence, to our Neighbour, and to our- 
TY to maſter our Appetites, and to re- 
0 ou, the World ? 
| Profit and Pleaſure are the Ends that a Ra- 
tional Creature ſhould propole to obtain by 
rudy, or indeed by any other Undertaking. 
There is no Entertainment upon Earth more 
boble and befitting a reaſonable Mind, than 
the Peruſal of good Authors, or that better 
Qualifies a Man to paſs this Life with Sa- 
bs ation to himſelf, or Advantage to the 
Flick. Reading is to the Mind what Exer- 
is to the Body. As by the one Health is 
Freſerv' d, ſtrengthen'd, and invigorated; 
d by the other, Virtue ( which 1s the Health 
the Mind) is kept alive, cheriſh'd and con- 
wm'd. And yet there is nothing in which 
Hen deceive themſelves more ridiculouſly 
Pan in the Point of Reading; which, as 'tis 
: Mmmonly practis d under the Notion of In- 
Fovement, has leſs Advantage The Gene- 
Wlity of Readers, who are pleas d with wan- 
ing over a number of Bocks almoſt at the 
me inſtant; or if confin'd to one, who pur- 
de the Author with much Hurry and Im- 
tience to his laſt Page, muſt, without 
dubt, be allow'd to be notable Digeſters. 
his unſettled way of Reading, natura ly ſe- 
ces us into as undetermin d a minner of 
Þinking ; which unprofit.bly fatigues the 
agination, when a continued Chain of 
= Thought 
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Thought would probably produce ineſtima. 
ble Concluſions. The ſwift Diſpatch of con- 
mon Readers, not only eludes the Memory, 
but betrays their Apprehenſion ; when the 
Turn of Thought and Expreſſion would inſen- 
ſibly grow natural to them, would they but 
give themſelves time to receive the Impreſ- 
ſion The common Defence of theſe People 
is, that they have no Deſign in Reading but 

for Pleaſure, which I think ſhould rather - 
riſe from the Reflection and Remembrance of 
| lat one has read, than from the tranſient 
l Satisfaction of what one dees, and we ſhould 
1 be pleaſed proportionably as we are profited. 
1 I cannot conclude this Topick of Studie, 
| without taking notice, that as Books are pro- 
table, and Reading an Improvement, ſo 
1 much more will the Reading of our own 
1 Lives, a Survey of our Actions, and an In- 
Wi ſpection into the Diviſion of our Time, be an 
| 


| us Advantage, as it certainly is a Duty. The 
Till Shortneſs of Lift, I know, is the Complaint 
11 both of Fools and Philoſophers ; as if the Tim 
— we have were not ſufficient for our Dutie, 
1188s But tis with our Lives, as with our Eſtates, | 
| a good Hushand makes a little go a great 
Way; whereas, let the Revenve of a Prince 
fall into the Hand of a Prodigal, tis gone in 
2 Moment. So that the Time allotted us, it 
it were well employ'd, were abundantly e 
ꝛ dnoh to enſmer al] the Ends and Purpoſes 
0 
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of Mankind. The Truth is, we are more 


ſolicitous about our Dreſs than our Manners, 
and about the Order of our Periwigs,than the 
Regularity of our Condutt. We live as if we 
ſhould never die, and without any Thought 
of human Frailty : Whereas we ſhould do by 
Tine, as we do by a Torrent, make Uſe of 


it while me may have it, for it will not laſt 


always. It is the Duty of Life to prepare 
our ſelves for Death; and there is not an 
Hour we live that does not mind us of our 


Mortality. 


That Time which is good for nothing 


N elſe, we dedicate to Virtue; but 'tis not e- 
© nough to philoſophize when we have nothing 


© elſe to do; we mult attend Miſdom, even 


to the Negiect of all Things elſe ; for we are 
ſo far from having Time to ſpare,that the Age 
of the World would be yet too narrow for 
our Buſineſs. There is nothing that we can 
properly call our own, but our Time; and 
yet every Body fools us out of it that has 
a amindto't. *Tis good Advice yet, to thoſe 
who have the World before them, to play 
the good Husbands betimes, for 'tis tco late 
to ſpare at the Bottom when all is drawn 
out to the Lees. Twould be a ſtrong Mo- 
tive to the right Diſpoſition of our Lives, 
23 to conſider that he that is not at L<iſtre ma- 
| 4, ny times to live, muſt, when hies Fate comes, 
whether he will or no, be at Lei 6 7:2, 
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SERGE HE two great and moſt ge- 
| neral Principles of Action 
in the Preait of Man, are 
Sg Luxury and Avarice; the firſt 
doof which has its Origin from 
the Love Pleaſure, and the latter from the 
Fear of Want. The Vice of Covetouſneſs is 
what Enters deepeſt into the Soul of any 
other; and you may have ſeen Men,other- 
wiſe the moſt agreeable Creatures in the 
World, ſo ſeized with a Deſire of being 
Richer, that they ſhall ſtartle at indifferent 
Things, and live in a continual Guard and 
Watch over themſelves from a remote Fear 
of Expence. No pious Man can be ſo cir- 
cumſpect in the Care of his Conſcience, as 
che coverte Man is in that of his Pocket. 


If 
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If a Man would preſerve his own Spirit, 
and his natural Approbation of higher and 
more worthy Purſuits, he could never fall 
into this Littlezeſs, but his Mind would be 
{till open to Honour and Virtue, in ſpite of 
Infirmities and Relapſes. There is an uni- 
verſal Defection from the Admiration of 
Virtue. Riches and outward Splendor have 
taken up the place of it; and no Man 
thinks he is Mean, if he is not Poor. But, 
alas | this deſpicable Spirit debaſes our ve- 
ry Being, and makes our Paſſions take a 
new Turn from their natural Bent. 

The Man that would be truly Rich, ſays 
SENECA, muſt not encreaje his Fortune, but 
retreuch his Appetites. For Riches are not only 
ſuterfluous, but mean, and little more to the 
Poſſeſſor than to the Looker on. Avarice is ſo 
inſatiable, that it is not in the Power of Libe- 
rality to content it; and our Defires are ſo 
boundleſs, that whatever we get, is but in the 
May to getting more without End. And ſo long 
ar we are ſollicitous for the Increaſe of Wealth, 
we loſe the true Uſe of it ; and ſpend our Time 
in putting out, calling in, aud paſſing our Ac- 
counts, without any Subſtantial Benefit, either 
to the World or to our ſelves. 

Every ſtep that a Man makes beyond a 
Moderate and Reaſonable Provifton,is taking ſo 
much from the Worthineſs of his own Spi- 
tit; and he that is 8 ſet upon making 
3 A 
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a Fortune, is all that while undoing the Man, 


He mult grow deaf to the //retched, eſtrange 


himſelf from the Agreeable, learn Hardneſs a 
Heart, diſreliſn every Thing that is noble, and 
terminate all in his deſpicable Self. Indul- 


gence in any one immoderate Defire or Ap- 


petite, engroſſes the whole Creature, ard 
his Life is ſacrific'd to that one Defire or 
Appetite ; but how much otherwiſe is it 
wich thoſe that preſerve alive in them ſome- 
thing that adorns their Condition, and 
ſhews the Man, whether a Prince or a Beg- 
gar, above his Fortune ? 

To proceed to a ſort of Definition of 
this Vice, it will be beſt diſcover'd in the 
Influences and Effects it has on the Perſons 
tainted with it, The Man then may be 
determin'd to be Covetous, who baulks any 
Part of his Duty, for fear he ſhould grow 
the poorer, and chuſes rather to ſave his 
Money than his Conſcience : He that denies 
himſelf the Conveniencies of Life, without ei- 
ther Neceſſity or Religion: He that is 
anxious in Riches, he that ſets his Intereſts a- 
bove his H nur, and values inſignificant 
Cai's, which hold no Proportion with his 
Fortune, | 

In his Acquiſitions, a covetous Man never 
t oubles himſelf with the Niceties of Mora- 
lity, his Buſineſs is to ſecure the Eud, not to 
dif: 91:1ſh upon the Means: With him, as 
Juvenal has worded it, — Quarenda 
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—PQuarenda pecunia primum eſt, 


Virtus poſt Nummos. 


A good Share of Coin is his great and 
> principal Ambition; and Virtue muſt wait 
> without Doors till his Avarice is ſatisfied. 
Let the Project be but rich and practicable, 
and he enquires no farther. Honour and Con- 
= ſcience are fine things, but they ſeldom fill 
the Pocket. When they will ſerve a Turn, 
and purchaſe any Thing, a good Manager 
can counterfeit them; but to be tied down 
do a Sett of Notions, is the Way to be a 
* HFeggar, He that reſolves to thrive, won't 
be diſcourag'd by a few hard Names: Tho' 
Reaſon and Religion ſhould interpoſe ſome- 
times, the covetous Man can either ſet them 
alide, or ſtep over them. 
To recount the Diſorders of Life, the 
Knavery and little Practices that flow in up- 
on us from this Spring, were almoſt infi- 
nite. Whence comes all Circumvention in 
Commerce! Whence Over- reaching and Im- 
poſing on the Ignorance or Neceſſity of our 
Neighbours? 'Tis nothing, for the genera- 
lity, but the Love of Mone), which makes 
the Court and the Camp, the Bar and the 
Pulpit, mean and mercenary. How many 
Trufts are abus'd, Wills forg*d, Orphans and 
| Widows rob'd and ruin'd, upon this Score? 
WW Where 
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Where Avarice rules and rapes, there i; 
nothing of Humanity remaining. Couſci- 
ence and Covetouſneſs are never to be recon- 
cil'd ; like Fire and Water, they always 
deſtroy cach other, according to the Predo- 
minancy of the Element. 

Now, one would think, that he who 
takes ſo much Pains for a F,ztune, and pur- 
chaſes ſo dear, ſhould know how to uſe it. 
One wou:d think he had refin'd upon the 
Satisfactions of Life; one won.d imagine 
his Appetites were more keen and laſting ; 
bis Cipacities enlarz'd ; and that he could 
pleaſe himſelf faſter and farther than his 
Neighbours, For why ſhould we put our 
ſelves to an uncommon Trouble for a com- 
mon Advantage? Or how can Anxiety and 
Eaſe ſt.nd together? He that is always a- 
fraid of ag, hu little leiſure to enjoy: Be- 
ſides a coniiual Load of Cares deprefles the 
Vigour of the Mind, dals the Inclination, 
and clouds the Chearfulneſs of the Spirits, 
Bur alas! weg ke never ſo much diſvoſed, 
he has ne the Courage fo recreat his Sen- 
ſes, a swat ans I duſtiy. No, he has 
mo c iclipedt ror his Weal h, than to take 
thoſe Freedoms Tis true, he can com- 
2nd the Fight on't, and call it his own too, 
but with great Impropriety of Language; 
tor ”yope ty without A lication to Advan- 
tage, is meer Cant and Notion. But where 
Covetouſne|s 
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Covetouſneſs governs, the Appetite is ty d 
up, and Nature is put uuder Penance. Tam 
deeſt Avaro quod habet, quam quod non habet, 
has always been an Axiom on the Avatiti- 
ous : He that dares not enjoy, wants that 
& which he has, as well as that which he has not. 
The lacreaſe of his Fortune is but an Addi- 
tion to his Trouble; the more he has, the 
more he has to take care for; and an Aſs 
I is as much enrich'd by his Burthen, as 
ſuch a one 1s by his Eſtate. 
| Now, after all, Wealth does but ferve 
© to expoſe Covetos ſueſi, and make it more 
4 ! ridiculous, For what can be a more wretch- 
H ed Sight, than to ſee a Man mortifie with- 
out Religion? To ſubmit to ſuch voluntary 
Hardſbips to no purpoſe, and Joſe the pre- 
ſent, without providing for the future? It 
is a Frailty likewiſe, that is its own Pu- 
| niſhment. They are tortur'd with raging 
Fears of Want, and the greateſt Abundance 
is not able to keep them in tolerable Hu- 
mour. Avarice is never without its Stings. 
How miſerable is it in the Defire ? How 
miſerable even in the attaining of our 
nds? For Money 1s a greater Torment 
jn the Poſſeſſion, than it is in the Purſuit, 
For fear of loſing it is a great Trouble, the 


"Loſs of it a greater, and it is made greater 
_ by Opinion: 
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Avarice then, it is plain, is founded on 
Error and Folly ; "tis a Vice of a mean and 
irrational Stamp; it ſubjects Men to Ter— 
ments trom within, and Averfion and general 
Contemft from without Let us endeavour 
therefore to baniſh it from our Boſom, ex- 
tirpate the latent Seeds of it, and plant, in 
their Room, Liberality and Kindneſs, Gener- 
fity and Benevolence. All the Actions that 
flow from theſe Springs will fill us with 
Pleaſure, and make us dear to Heaven, and 
acceptable to Mankind. Tis an Obſerva- 
tion of Mr. Hobbes, that the Senſe of having 

communicated Satisfaction, is naturally delight: 
ful If this Maxim hold, Beneficence is (ure 
to be its own Reward ; we are certain it is 
a Quality which gives Satisfattion abroad, 
and that Property entitles it to giving De- 
light at home. 

The Conditions on which we hold the 
Goods of Fortune, or rather Providence, ſhould 
be a Circumſtance to wean us from Avarice; 
They are Talents which we only are intru: 
ſted with from Heaven, and we are not to 
fold them up in a Napkin. or lay them in the 
Bowels of the Earth, with the Miſer. We 
ſhou'd conſider our felvesthe Stewards of the 
Almighty,and not miſtake the Deſign of hi 
Kindneſs. If he tends vs wherewithal to be 
communicative, We muſt ſearch ont the 0b 
je, diſtribute his Bounty, and propagati 
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Bleſſings. If we will not look thus high 
to prompt us to Good Offices, the very State 
of human Nature is a tacit Invitation to 
them: The Diſtreſſes of our Fellow Crea- 
tures ſhould work us to Compaſſion ; the 
molt exalted Station 1s not ſecure ; we may 
be tumbled from the Top of Grandour and 
Plenty, and therefore Policy ſhouid teach us 
to ſecure a Friend in Futurity, make a Pu- 
chaſe of Compaſſion before we ſtand in need 
of it, and have Pity and Aſſiſtance wait below 
to receive us, and break our Fall. 
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OW EVE R Courſe a Title 
# this Section may ſeem to have, 
as the Vice is of ſo mean and 
contemptible a Nature as not 
#eA@mz only tobe unworthy of a Gen- 
tleman, bo even of an honeſt Man, and 
a D.ſgrace to a Chriſtian ; yet, as by Cu- 


— 


— 


ſtom and Faſbion it is grown Epidemical, as 


the Sin of it is ſlighted and over-look'd, 
and Convenience has made-it a Current Fa 
culty, I think it entituled to a Place in my 
Collection; that I ought to ſet its Malig- 
nity to view, and enter ſome Cautions a- 
gainſt an Offence that is a Stain to our 
Nature. 

There is a Spirit nigh too largely in the 
World, that ſeemsto have an Antipathy to 
Truth, and runs from it without Intereſt or 
Provocation ; that delights ro make Lying 
a Diverfion, Banter C ompanies, and pals 
Fables for Fact. It is a juſt Matter of 


Complaint, that Sincerity and Plainneſs are 


out 


3 » -_ ee 
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eut of Faſhion, and that our Language is 
running into a Lye ; that Men have almoſt 
quite perverted the Uſe of Speech, and made 
Words to ſignify nothing; that the greateſt 
Part of the Converſation of Mankind is little 
elſe but driving a Trade of Diſſimulation; 
inſomuch that it would make a Man hear- 
tily ſick and weary of the World, to ſee the 
little Sincerity that is in Uſe and Practice 
in it 

Amongſt too many other Inſtances of the 
great Corruptionand Degeneracy of the Age 
wherein we live, the general VJ ant of Sin- 
cerity in Converſation is none of the Leaſt. 
The World is grown ſo full of Diſſimula- 
tion and Compl ments, that Men's Words are 


| hardly any Signification of their Thoughts : 


That generous Integrity of Nature, and Ho- 
neſty of Diſpoſition, which always argues 
true Greatneſs of Mind, and is uſually ac- 
companied with undaunted Courage and Re- 


© ſolution, is in a great Meaſure loſt among us. 
In Truth, it 1s hard to ſay, whether it 


Seda; 


H 
* 


ſhould more provoke our Contempt or our 


> Pity to hear what ſolemn Expreſſions of 
© Reſpett and Xindneſi wil. paſs between Men, 
= almoſt upon no Occaſion; how great Ho- 


nour and Efteem they wil! declare for one 
> whom perhaps they never ſaw before; and 
= how entirely they are all on the ſudder de- 


f voted to his Service and Intereſt for no Rea- 


ſon; 
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ſon; how infinitely and eternally od to 
him, for no Benefit; and how extremely 
they will be concern'd and afflicted for him 
too, for no Caule! I know it is ſaid in Juſti- 
fication of this hollow kind of Converſation, 
that there is no real Harm, no Deceit, in Com. 
pliment; but the Matter is well enough, ſo long 
as we underſtand one another; Verba valent ut 
Nummi, is now the Philoſophy : Words are 
like Money, and when the current Value of 
them is generally underſtood, no Man is 
cheated by them. How unlike is this to the 
Notions of Antiquity, and how repugnant 
to the Tenor of this Moral, zu - iy 
ous macs, ris owpemes tens memigpd]a, That wie 
Men take Words for the Shadows of things : In- 
deed Words now-a-days are Shadows, but 
ſuch as have no Relation to the Subſtance. 
There is ſo much Miſchief and Mean- 
neſs in the Practice of Falſehood, that, me- 
thinks, we ſhould hate it above all things. 
Lying in Diſcourſe, is a Diſagreement be- 
tween the Speech and the Mind of the Speaker, 
When one thing is declar'd, and another 
meant, and Wordsare no Image of Thoughts; 
it makes the Marks of Speech inſignificant, 
aud the Meaning of one Man unintelligible 
to another: This is aBreach of the Article of 


Commerce, and an Invaſion upon the Funda - 
mental Rights of Society. Wordt, as far as they 
reach, are deſign'd for Vindous to the Breaſt, 

then 


Lying. ro 
their Buſineſs is to let in the Light, and 
make the Mind tranſparent. 

St. Jo RN, in deciſive Language, pro- | 
nounces, that no Lye is of the Truth; ſome 
Commentators would have this relate plain- 

ly to Falſe Difrine ; but St. Auguſtine has 
laid a great Streſs upon this Piace, and 
conſtrues it to a general Precept againſt 
Lying : Upon this Ground he concludes all 
wilſul Deviations from Truth unjuſtifiable, 
All Lies muſt be Breaches upon the Divine 
Law, and Stretches of Iniquity : and to af- 
firm Lying warrantable in any Caſe, 1s, up- 
onthe matter, to maintain that ſome Sorts | 
of Injuftice are juſt. The ſame Father quo- | 
ted is of Opinion, that ue one Thing is 
aid, and another meant, with an Intention 
to deceive, that Expreſſion is a direct Lye. | 
This cuts off the Doctrine of Equivecation. | 
which isa Principle that allows the Uſe of | 
ambiguous Expreſſions ; and thus the Hearer [ 
takes them in one Senſe, and the Speaker in il 
another. What an Expedient is here found ' 
for fliding from the Truth, and not coming | 
within the Verge of a Lye, as they ſuppoſe ? N 


— — 
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And how are theſe Equi vocations further'd 

with another Piece of Sephiſtry, call'd Men- | ; 

tal Reſervations ; a Man may ſwear, accor- 4 
ding to the Tenets of theſe Caſuiſts, that he 

N never did a Thing which he has certainly 


done, if he has but the Diſcretion to keep 
; theſe 
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theſe Proviſe's in his Mind, that he did not 
do it ſuch a Day, or before he was bot, 
or by reſerving to himſelf ſome other re- 
ſembling Circumſtance, which can never 
be diſcover'd by the Language of his Dj. 
courſe. What a Latitude is this for down- 
right Lying, and Perjury to boot ? What a 
Contrivance to undermine the Foundations 
of Truth, and eradicate the very Eſſence of 
Sincerity! J am ſo far from allowing theſe 
Reſerves and pernicious Diſguiſes, that I am 
of Opinion a Man's Countenance may be un- 
true as well as his Tongue. When the Signs 
of Affirmation or Denying, of Aſſent or 


Retuſal, of Pleaſure or Diſlike, appear 


counter to our Thoughts ; this is hanging 
out falſe Colours: *Tis being one Thing 
without, and another within. A Mute may 


be guilty of this Sin; for a Man may point 


or loo a Lye, as well as ſpeak one. 

The Conſequences of Lying are of a f. 
tal Nature, and ſtrike deep; to wave inſiſt -. 
ing onthe Injury it does our Souls in our fu-· 
ture Being; it is a Quality deſtructive to 
Society. Truth is the Band of Union, and] 
the Baſis of Humane Happineſs, Without 


this Virtue there's no Relyance upon Lan- 


guage, no Confidence in Fiendſbip, no Secu- 
rity in / romiſes and Oaths. It there was no- 
thing but Ambiguity and Ambuſh in 
Words; if they were made uſe of only to 

con- 


5 
) 


1 
of Honour Ariſtotle 'avs it down for a 
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conceal Fraud, to evade Juſtice, and over- 


| reach the unwary -whart Fears and Jealou ſies, 


what Diſtance and Diſregard, what Diſtruſt 


and Averſion, muſt ſuch Practice produce? 
Nobody can cloſe with a Har; there's Dan- 
ger in the Correſpondence; and more than 
3 that, we naturally hate thoſe who make it 
their Buſineſs to deceive us. In ſhort, a Har 
is a publick Nuiſance ; He d. meartens Be ief, 
by makes Reality ſuſpected, and one honeſt 


Jan a Stranger to Another. For the Buſi- 


E ws of Lying is unfreindly in the Deſign ; 
3 | there s commonly Circumvention at the Bot- 


tom. Now what can be more unjuſt and 


| E than to play upon the Belief 


Pf a harmleſs Perſon; to make him ſmart 


for his good Opinion, and fare the worſe 
for thinking me an honeſt Man. 


It is beſides a mean and a cowardly Qua- 
lity: *Tis altogether unbecoming a Ferſon 


'axim, That a brave Man is clear in his 


E | Diſcourſe, and keeps cl ſe to Truth: And 
© #/4ta;ch calls Lying the Vice of a Slave The 


onour of a Chriſtizn's Proteſſion ties him 


10 Sincerity and good Faith ; he can't be 


nilty of Lying without remarkable Mean- 
, without wronging his Relation, and 
qutting II! Uſage upon his Character. A 


Mar aftects Darkneſs and Diſguiſe ; he has 


dt a enough t to face the Light, to 
report 


t 
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report his Practice, and diſcover the Reali- 
ty ot the Caſe. 

It is uſually a leading Miſchief; tis a fer- 
tile Principle, and contains the Seeds of 
various Productions; *tis the Prologue to an 

unhappy Cataſtrophe, and oftentimes the hilt 
a9 | ii Quality a Sinner ſets up with. TIs (el- 
# | dom 3a ſolitary Vice, or a barren Misfortune, 
i. How often do we ſee People advance from 
Lying to Stealing, and from Thejt to Murther ! 
Nor need we much wonder at the Progreſs 
of Wickedneſs under ſuch Encouragement, 

He that makes no Conſcience of a Lye, is 
1 Jil migghtily in Danger of farther Lengths, 
I's They preſume ſtrangely upon rhe Advan- 
Þ FE tage of Concealment, they think they have 

Gyges's Ring, and are inviſible to every 
Body; and thus guarded they take theit 
Liberty, and move as they pleaſe. 

Mr. Lock, in his Treatiſe of Education, ſays 
well, that Lying is ſo ready and cheap a Cover jor 

ll | any Miſcarriage, and ſo much in Faſhion among 
| | all ſorts of Peovle, that a Child can hardly avvid 

[1.6 obſerving the Uſe is made of it on all Occaſio n 

| and ſo can ſcarce be kept,without greatCare,fron Þ 
1 geetting into it. But it is ſo ill a Quality, and] 
Wt 6 th Mother of ſo many ill ones that ſpaun 
1 from it, and take ſhelter under it, that 2 
Child ſhould be brought up in the greatelÞ 
. Abhorrence of it imaginable. It ſhould be 
14 | always (when occaſionally it comes to be 
| 


mentioned) 
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mentioned) ſpoke of before him with the 
utmoſt Deteſtation, as a Quality ſo wholly 
inconſiſtent with the Name and Character 
of a Gentleman, that no body of any Credit 
can bear the Imputation of a Lye; a Mark 
that is judg'd the utmoſt Difgrace, which 
E d:baſes a Man to the loweſt Degree of a 
ſhametul Meanneſs, and ranks him with the 
moſt contemptible Part of Mankind, and the 
abhorr*d Raſcality; and is not to be endur'd 
in any one who would converſe with Peo- 
ple of Condition, or have any Eſteem or 
Reputation in the World. 
| # hen the Diſguiſe is broken thro', and the 
Dyar expos'd, he makes an untoward ' igure, 
ſays Mr. Colier. Now this Morification 
frequently happens. Hing is a very ha- 
zardous Undertaking ; there's Danger al- 
molt in every Step, and the Ground is as 
hollow as the Man ; how many ways are 
there to draw the Curtain and diſcover the 
Scene? Surprize, and Slips of Memorv, Ig- 
| norance of the Subject, Starts of Paſſion, 
or unexpected Company; any Emergency, 
any unfortunate Turn of this kind, is e- 
. 7 no-gh to unmask the Har, and drag the 
= [npoſture into Light. In ſhort, when a Har 
is diſcover'd, his Credit is blown up, he 
is diſabled for his Function, and his Buſi- 
= neſs is at an End. Whatſoever Convenience 
may be thought tobe in Falſehood and Diſſ#- 
mulation, 
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report his Practice, and diſcover the Reali- 
ty of the Caſe. 

It is uſually a leading Miſchief; tisa fer- 
tile Principle, and contains the Seeds of 
various Productions; "tis the Prologue to an 
unhappy Cataſtrophe, and oftentimes the firſt 
il Quality a Sinner ſets up with. Tis (el- 
dom a ſolitary Vice, or a barren Misfortune, 
How often do we ſee People advance from 
Lying to Stealing, and from Theft to Murther ! 
Nor need we much wonder at the Progreſs 
of Wickedneſs under ſuch Encouragement, 

He that makes no Conſcience of a Lye, is 
mightily in Danger of farther Lengths, 
They preſume ſtrangely upon rhe Advan- 
rage of Concealment, they think they have 
Gyges's Ring, and are inviſible to every 
Body ; and thus guarded they take their 
Liberty, and move as they pleaſe. 

Mr. Lock,in his Treatiſe of Education, ſays 
well, that Lying is ſo ready and cheap a Cover ſor 
an) Miſcarriage, and ſo much in Faſhion among 
all ſorts of Peovle, that a Child can hardly avid 
obſerving the Uſe is made of it on all Occafivus, 
and ſo can ſcarce be kept, without great Care, fron 
getting into it. But it is ſo ill a Quality, and 
th Mother of ſo many ill ones that ſpaun 
from it, and take ſhelter under it, that 23 
Child ſhould be brought up in the greatelÞ 
Abhorrence of it imazinable. It ſhould be 
always (when occaſionally it comes to be 

mentioned) 
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mentioned) ſpoke of before him with the 
utmoſt Deteſtation, as a Quality ſo wholiy 
* inconſiſtent with the Name and Character 
of a Gentleman, that no body of any Credit 
can bear the Imputation of a Lye; a Mark 
that is judg d the utmoſt Diſzrace, which 
” d:baſesa Man to the loweſt Degree of a 
& ſhametul Meanneſs, and ranks him with the 
molt contemptible Part of Mankind, and the 
abhorr'd Raſcality ; and is not to be endur'd 
in any one who would converſe with Peo- 
ple of Condition, or have any Eſteem or 
Reputation in the World. 

hen the Diſguiſe is broken thro", and the 
Dyar expos'd, he makes an untoward ' igure, 
ſays Mr. Collier. Now this Morification 
frequently happens. Hing is a very ha- 
zardous Undertaking ; there's Danger al- 
moſt in every Step, and the Ground is as 
hollow as the Man; how many ways are 
there to draw the Curtain and diſcover the 
| Scene? Surprize, and Siips of Memorv, Ig- 
norance of the Subject, Starts of Paſſion, 
or unexpected Company; any Emergency, 
a anfortunate Turn of this kind, e- 
; no:gh to unmask the Har, and 5 the 
= npoſture into Light. In ſhort, when a Har 
is diſcover'd, his Credit is blown up, he 
; Lis diſabled for his * and his Buſi- 
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mulation, it is ſoon over; but the Fecouve- 
nience of it is perpetual, becauſe it brings 
a Man under an everlaſting Jealouſie and 
Suſpicion ; ſo that he is not believ d when - 
he ſpeaks Truth, nor truſted when perhaps 
he means honeſtly: When a Man hath once Þ 
forfeited the Reputation of his Integrity, he 
is ſet faſt, and nothing will then ſerve his 
Turn, neither Truth nor Falſehood. No le- 
rious Vir, no Solemnity of Promiſe, no 
Strength of Aſſeveration will procure him any 
Belief. Hs + apacity muſt ſleep, his Parts 
lye upon his hands, and he'll find him- 
ſelf good for a great many things to little A. 
purpoſe | 
Lying is moreover a Character of Con- 
zempt ; it throws a Man out of Conſidera- 1H 
tion, makes him look paltry and little, and 
forfeit the Regard which would otherwiſe Þ 
belong to him : Well may it ſubje& us to W 
Contempt and Deteſtation, when it is the 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick of the Prince I 5 
of Demons. What is it but falſe Sugeſti- Þ 
ons, wrong Reaſoning, and deceitful Colours, | 
which give Force to his Temptations, and Nhe 
bring Mankind within his Power? There- Nhe 
fore thoſe who make uſe of Falſehood, and 
manage by the ſame Meaſures, muſt be 4 
reckon d in his Intereſt; by playing the Wt 
ſame Qualities upon their Neighbours, they 
imitate 
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imitate his Temper, applaud his Conduct, 
and advance his Kingdom. 


Are not theſe Conſequences, and igno- 
minious Marks of Hing, ſufficient to make 
Men deteſt and forſake it? And if we look 
into its Oppoſite Sincerity, we ſhall find it 
has Charms which ought to engage the 
whole World to its Service. There is 
ſomething very Sublime, tho' very fanci- 
tul, in Plato's Deſcription of the Supreme 
Being, that Truth is his Body, and Light his 

Shadow. According to this Definition, 

there is nothing ſo contradictory to this Na- 
ture as Error and Falſehood. The Platoniſts 
have ſo juſt a Notion of the Almighty's 
Averſion to every thing which is falſe and 
erroneous, that they look'd upon Truth as 
no leſs neceſſary than Virtue to qualify an 
Humane Soul for the Enjoyment of a ſepa- 
rate State. 

Truth and Reality, ſays a learned Arch- 
biſhop of our Church, have all the Advan- 
tages of Appearance, and many more If the 
Heu of any Thing be good for any Thing, I 
am {ure Sincerity is better: For why does 
any Man diſſemble, or ſeem to be that which 
he is not, but becauſe he thinks it good to 
have ſuch a Quality as he pretends to? For 
to counterfeit and diſſemble, is to put on the 
Appearance of ſome real Excellence. Now 


the beſt Way in the World for a Man to 
, ſeem 
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ſeem to be any Thing, is really to be that he. 


would ſeem to be. Beſides that, it is many 
times as troubleſome to make good the 


Pretence of a good Quality, as to have it; 
and if a Man have it not, it is ten to one 
but he is diſcover'd to want it, and then 
all his Pains and Labour to ſeem: to have it, 
are loſt. 


It is hard to perſonate and act a Pan 


long; for where Truth is not at the bottom, 
Nature will always be endeavouring to re- 
turn, and will peep out and betray herſecll 


one time or other. Therefore if any Man 


think it convenient to ſeem good, let him EN 


Jo indeed, and then his Goodneſs will appear 
to every Body s Satisfaction; ſo that upon 
all Accounts Sincerity is true Wiſdom. Par- 
ticularly, as to the Affairs of this World 
Integrity hath many Advantages over all the 


fine and artificial Ways of Diſſmmulation and f 


Deceit ; it is much the plainer and eafer, 


much the ſafer and more ſecure Way of deal- 


ing inthe World: It has et of Trouble | 


and Difficulty, of Entanglement and Per 
plexity, of Danger and Hazard in it; i 


is the ſhorteſt and neareſt Way to our End, 


carrying us thither in a ſtrejght Line, 


and will hold out ard laſt longeſt. The 


Arts of Deceit and Cunning do continu 
ally grow weaker and leſs effectual, or ſer- 


| viceable to them that uſe them; wheres 
Inteerit 
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negrit) gains Strength by uſe, and the 
more and longer any Man practiſeth in it, 
the greater Service it does him, by confirm- 
mg his Reputation, and encouraging thoſe 
with whom he hath to do to repoſe the 
createſt Truſt and Confidence in him, 
which is an unſpeakable Advantage in the 
Affairs and Buſineſs of Life. 

Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, 
and needs nothing to help it out; it is al- 
ways near at hand, fits upon our Lips, and 
15 ready to drop out before we are aware : 
Whereas a Lye 1s troubleſome, and ſets a 
Man s Invention on the Rack, and one 
Trick needs a great many more to make it 
good. It is like building upon a falſe 
Foundation, which continually ſtands in 
need of Props to ſhore itup, and proves at 
laſt more chargeable, than to have rais'd a 
ſubſtantial Building at firſt upon a true and 
ſolid Foundation: For Sincerity is firm and 
ſubſtantial, and there is nothing hollow and 
unſound in it; and, becauſe it is plain and 
open, fears no Diſcovery Of which the 
cra'ty Man is always in danger, and when 
he thinks he walks in the Dark, all his Pre- 
tences are ſo tranſparent, that he that runs 
may read them : He is the laſt Man that 
finds himſelf to be found out, and whilſt 
he takes ir for granted that he makes Fools 

| of Others, be renders himſelf ridiculous. 


And 
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Add to all this, that Sincerity is the moſt 
compend ious Miſdom, and an excellent In. 
ſtrument for theſpecdy Diſpatch ot Buſineſs, 
it creates Confidence in thoſe we have to 
deal with, ſaves the Labour ot many Enqui- 
ries, and brings Tnings to an Iſſue, in a few 
Words. It is like travelling in a plain beaten 
Road, which commonly brings a Man 
ſooner to his Journey's End than By ways, 
in which Men often loſe themſelves. There 
isa fine andpoetical Commendarion of Truth 
in the Book of Eſdras : All the Earth calleth 
for Truth, and the Heaven bleſſeth it ; and all 
tbings are ſhaken and tremble, neither is there a- 
ny unjuſt thing with it. Truth doth abide and is 
ſtrong for ever, and liveth and reigneth for ever 
aud ever. With her there is no receiving of Per- 
ſons, nor Difference : But ſhe doth the things 
which are juſt, and abſtaineth from unjuſt and 
wicked Things, and all Men favour her Works. 
Neitber is there any unjuſt Thing in her Judge- 
ment, and ſhe is the Strength and the Kingdom, 
aud the Power and Majeſty of all Ages. 

To conclude, we ought to keep our pri- 
vate Life unexceptionable, to diſcharge the 
Buſineſs of our Station, and be in a Con- 
dition to anſwer a fair Queſtion without 
ſtraining Truth. Innocence is without Art, 
and thoſe that are true in Life, are true 
in Language, A Van thoroughly honeſt, 
has ſeldom an Occaſion for Lying. If v 

| but 
Z 


m7 


but keeps up to the Meaſures of Honour, and 
the Limits of Modeſty; it we curb our Va- 
nity, and diſmiſs our Pride, our Truth and 
Fincerity will be preſerv'd at an eaſie Rate, 
and neither our Character lie at Stake, nor 


our Names be recorded in the Regiſter of 


Contempt. 
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I Tand Humour are two Qua- 

lities which recommend ſo 
highly in Converſation, that 
ee there are not two Men in 
G tbthbree to be met with, who 
do not pretend to one or the other of them: 
And yet their Pretences, ſeriouſly examin'd, 


are either founded on Impudence or Afﬀe- | 


Hation. 


Nothing is ſo much admir'd, or fo little 0 
underſtood as Wit; no Author that I know P 
of has written profeſſedly upon it, and as 


for thoſe who make any Mention of it, they 


only treat on the Subject as it has acciden- Þ 


rally 


| 


1 
| Fl 
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{ 
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tally fallen in their Way, | and that too in 
little ſhore Reflections, or in general Decla- | 
matocy Flourybes, without entring into tn: = 
Bottom of the Matter. There is nothing _ 
more certain, than that every Man would 
be a Vit ne could, but many are diſap— 
pointed by Nature, and more by wrong Ap- þ 
tp:chentions of the thing they ſet up tor. =! 
Mt, faith the late Biſhop of Rocheſter in uy 
this elegant Sermon againſt the Scorner, as it 
unplies a certain uncommon Reach aud Vivacity j 
of Thought, is an excellent Talent, ver) fit to ( 
the employ'd inthe ſearch of Truth, and very ca- | | 
able of aſſiſting to diſcern and embrace ir. I | | 
am afraid very few are ambitious of this it 
Fort of Mit, or fond of apply ing the little | l 

| 


— 


gock they pretend to in Diſquiſitions of this 
kind. They rather exe: ciſe it in Railleries 1 
on Company, in Flaſhes of Merriment, or th 
ſuch trivial Operations as diſgrace and de- 1 
grade the Eſſence of it. I am wholly of O- 
[pinion with a polite Author, that good Nature 
more agreeable in Converſation than Mit, and 
es a certain Air to the Countenance which is 
ore amiable than Beauty, It thews Virtue 
in the faireſt Light, takes off in ſome mea- 
re from the Deformity of 7/ice, and mak es 
ven Folly and Iinpertiuence ſuppotrtable. It 
grown almoſt into a Maxim, that good 
eur d Men are not always Men of the moſt 
N. Tis pity this Obſervation ſhould have 1 
2 any 1 
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any Foundation in Nature: And I take it 
to have ſprung from the following Reaſons, 


Firſt, becaule Nature among ordinaiy 
Oolervers paſles for Mit. A ſpiteful Saying 


gratifies ſo many little Paſſions in thoſe who 
hear it, that it generally meets with a good 


Reception. Ihe Laugh riſes upon it, and 
the Man who utters it is look'd upon asa 
ſhrewd Satyriſt. Another Reaſon why the 


good natur d Man may ſometimes bring his 


Hit in Queltion, is perhaps becauſe he is 


apt to be moved with Compaſſion for thoſe 


Misfortunes or Infirinities which another 
would turn into Ridicule, and by that means 
gain the Reputation of a Ht; the Min. 
tur d Man, tho but of equal Parts, gives 
himſelt a larger Field to exſpatiate in; he 


.expoſes thoſe Failings in humane Nature, 


winch the other would caſt a Veil over, 
Jaughs at Vices, which the other cither ex- 
cuſes Or conceals,gives utteranceto Reflect ions 
which the other ſtifles, falls indifterent.y up- 
on Friends or Enemies, expoſes the Perſon 
who has oblig'd him, and in ſhort ſticks at 
nothing that may eſtabliſh his Character of 
a Mit. It is no wonder, therefore, he {uc- 
ceeds in it better than the Man of Humaii: 
4, as a Perſon who makes uſe of indired 
Methods is more likely to grow rich than 


Che fair Trader. Theſe Peop:e are the mori 
Arcadful, the more they have of what i 


uſcially 
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uſually call'd Wit. For a lively Imagination, 
* when it is not govern'd by a good Under- 
landing, makes ſuch miſerable Havock 
both in Condverſation and Brfineſs, that it Jays 
you defenceleſs, and fearful to throw the 
leaſt word in its way that may give it new 
© Matter for Inveteracy. 

What a miſerable Ambition 1s it in your 
empty Pretenders to Excellence, that to 
carry on their Deſign they muſt break thro? 
all things that other People hold Sacred ! 
Religion and Morality are the Topicks of Ri- 
Adicule, and all they aim at, is to bring them, 
as they think, into Contempt and Railery. If 
they thought Vit was no way to be uſed 
but to the Advantage of Society, this Spright- 
© lineſs and Oſtentation would have a new 
Turn, and the World would expect what 
they are going to ſay with Satisfaction, in- 
ſtead of Fear ; in ſhort, Mit is laudable in 
the Man who paſſeſſes it only for the juſt 
Application of it. A bright Imagination, while 
it is ſubſervient to an honeſt and noble Soul, 
is a Faculty which makes a Man juſtly ad- 
| mir'd by Mankind, and furniſhes him with 
Reflections upon his own Actions, which 
add Delicates to the Feaſt of a good Conſci- 
ence. But when Mit deſcends to wait upon 
ſenſual Pleaſures, or promote the baſe Pur- 
poſes of any Paſſion, it is then to be con- 
temn'd in proportion to its Excellence, 
f E I 
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] do not know anything which gives greæ 
tcr Diſturbance to Converſation, than the 
ta!ſe Notion ſome People have of Razllery. It 
v..eht certainly to be the firſt Point to be 
zim'd at in So:icty, to gain the good Will 
of thoſe with whom you converſe. The 
Way to chat is to ſhew you are well inclin'd 
towards them. What then can be more ah: 
jurd, than to ſet vp for being extreme! 
ſharp and biting, es the Term is, in your 
Expreflions to your Familiars. To rah 
well, it is abſolutely neceſſary that Kind 
eſs muſt run thro” all you ſay, and you 
muſt ever preſerve the Character of a Friend, 
to ſupport your Pretenſions to be free with 
a Man. It is really monſtrous to fee how 
unaccountably it prevails among Men to 
take the Liberty of diſpleaſing each other, 
One would think ſometimes that the Ca- 
tention is, who ſhall be moſt diſagreeabl:; 
when, if you enquire into the Reaſon, it 
is only done for Exerciſe of Wit. The Free. 
doms of the Pen are much more pernicious 
and ſhocking than extempore Liberties. There 
is nothing that more betrays a baſe ungen- 
rous Spirit, than the giving of ſecret Stab 
to a Man's Reputation. Lampoons and S. 
tyrs that are written with Mit and Spirit, ate 
like poiſon'd Darts, which not only infli 
a Wound but make it incurable. Humor 
and Ridicule, in the Poſleſſion of an II-na. 

rurec 


— 


Humour. 223 


tured Man, are dangerous Qualifications. 

But if, beſides the Accompliſhments of be- 
ing witty and ill natur d, the Man is vicious 
into the Bargain; he is one of the moſt miſ- 
chievous Creatures that can enter into a civil 
Society: So pernicious a thing is Mit when it 
is not tempered with Virtue and Humanity. 
E As therefore it ſuffers by the Mixture of 
E an invidious Character, ſo likewiſe it is of- 
ten obſerv'd, that Mit in an ingenious Man 
is turn'd into Abſurdity, by the meer Force 
of Affectation. When a Man appears dili- 
gent to do Juſtice to his fine Parts, when his 
Imagination is on the Stretch to find out 
ſomething uncommon, when you ſee him 
look about for Applauſe, diſcover an itching. 
Inclination to be commended, and lay Traps 
for a little Incenſe, even from thoſe whoſe 
Opinion he values in nothing but his own 
Favour, how do we condemn and deſpiſe 
the Artifice, how meanly do we think of 
his Qualifications, and what Diſtaſtes do 
we take from his aſſuming the Quality ? 

A great deal of Fire, and a more than 
ordinary. Application to Studies, ſometimes 
gives Men's Converſation a particular Turn, 
and they ſparkle out into falſe Wit. They 
are like young Trees ſhooting out into Bloſ- 
ſoms before their time; and, as Lapwings 
that go from under the Wing of their Dam 
with the Shell on their Heads,they run wild. 


L 4 True 
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True /Vit can never dwell with Extravagauct, 
bat mutt always border on the Confines of 
J dgement. It Wit is to be meaſur'd by the 
Circumſtances of Time and Place, there is 
no Man has generally ſo little of that Ta- 
lent, as he who is a Mit by Profeſſion, 
What he ſays, inſtead of riſing from the 
Occaſion, has an Occaſion invented to bring 
it in. Thus he is new for no other Reaſon, 
than that he talks like no body elſe; but has 
taken up a Method of his own, without 

Commerce or Dialogue with other People. 
Mr. Locke has an admirable Reflection 
upon the Difference of Mit and Judgement, 
whereby he endeavours to ſhew the Rea- 
ſon why they are not always the Talents 
of the ſame Perſon. His Words are as 
follow; And hence, perhaps, may be given 
Some Reaſon of that common Obſervation, that « 
Men who have a great deal of Wit and prompt | 
Memories, have not always the cleareſt . 
Judgement, or deepeſt Reaſon. For Wit lying 
moſt in the Aſſemblage of Ideas, and putting thoſe 
together with quickneſs and variety, wherein can 
be found any Reſemblance or Congruity, thereby 

to make up pleaſant Pictures and agreeable Vi- 
ſions in the Fancy. Judgement, on the contrary, 
ies quite on the other fide ; In ſeparating care- 
fully, one from another, Ideas wherein can be 
| found the leaſt Difference, thereby to avoid be- 
ing mifled by Similitude, and by Affinity, to tale 
dne 
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vt Thing for another. This is a way of Pro- 
* ceeding quite contrary to Metaphor and Allufion; 
ußerein, for the moſt part, lies that Entertain - 
nent and Pleaſantry of Wit, which ſtrikes ſo 
Lively on the Fancy, and is therefore ſo accep - 
table to all People. 

This Definition of Mit and Judgement 
muſt be acknowledg'd to be very Philoſo- 
phical, but ſtill it gives us a juſt Idea how 
far our Wit may go, and keep its Quality, 
and how eſſential Judgement is to its Regu- 
lation. I ſhall purſue this Theme no tur- 
ther than in a few ſupplemental Rules for 
the Uſe and Application of our Mit in Com- 
pany: We ſhould endeavour to wear out 
the Vein of Pedantry and Affectation, to have 
bur Senſe eſteem'd to its Merit; we ſhould 
check in ourſelves all Vanities of glittering 
on the Imagination of another with the Lu- 
re of our Parts; we ſhould learn to think 

with the Wiſe, but talk with the Vulgar ; 
jo keep our ſublime Notions to ourſelves and 

gonverſe in the commonreceived Sentiments 
of Mankind: To believe, that tho' nothing 
Lo much gains upon the Affections as extem- 

fore Eloquence, yet that we very rarely meet 
ons any who excel in it; that if we re- 
plve to pleaſe, we ſhould never ſpeak to 
| 7 any particular Vanity and Paſſion of 


gur own, but always with a Deſign either 
L divert or inform the Company : That 
: L 5 | We 


ſervation of theſe few Rules, I am ſatisfied, 
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we ſhould talk extremely little of our ſelves, 
to avoid putting on an Air of Wiſdom by 
ſpeaking in Proverbs, or deciding Contto— 
verſies with ſhort Sentences: And to take 
care to be ſometimes ſilent on a Subjc& 
where every one is ſatisfied we could ſpeak 
well, for by this we ſhall often be thought 
no leſs knowing in other Matters, where 
perhaps we are wholly ignorant. The Ob— 


will ſecure real Mit from Odium and eſta- 
bliſh the Reputation of an imaginary One, 
where Conduct alone conceals Folly. 

Now as all the World, more or leſs, as 
I have before obſerv'd, are Pretenders to 
Wit, ſo every one is ambitious of putting 
in his Claim to a Share of Humour. It is 
indeed much eaſier to deſcribe what is not 
Humour, than what is: And very difficult Þ 
to define it otherwiſe than Cowr I hu 
done Vit, by Negatives. Among al: kinds 
of writing, there is none in which Author Þ 
are more apt to miſcarry than in Works q 


Humour, as there are none in which they 
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are more ambitious to excel. It is not a 
Imagination that teems with Monſters, a. 


Head that is fill'd with extravagant Con- 
ceptions, that furniſh out Productions oi 
Humour ; ſo neither are unreaſonable Di- 
tortions of the Countenance, whimſical 
Geſticulations of the Body, and an abſ 2 4 

* 


chanick has a particular Caſt of Head, and 
8 Turn 


to be eſteem'd ſuch in Converſation. 
True Humour muſt always lye under the 


Check of Reaſon, and it requires the Direc- 
tion of the niceſt Fudgement, by ſo much the 
more as it indulges itſelf in the moſt bound- 
© leſs Freedoms. In ſhort, it muſt conſiſt in a 


Pleaſantry deriv'd from Nature, in Vivacity 


and Mirth without Afectation, bounded by 
> Truth, and ſupported by good Senſe. For this 
” Reaſon a Coxcomb can never arrive to an 
| Humoriſt; he may give himſelf awkward and 
© ſtrain'd Airs, run into a Length of Oddities 
in Behaviour, and pretend to be obſtinate 
in ſome Particulars, yet cannot go out of 
his ownCharaGRer. It is a very juſt andacom- 
mon obſervation upon the Natives of this 
& Iland, that in their different Degrees, and 
in their ſeveral Profeſſions and Employ- 
ments, they abound as much, and perhaps 
more, in good Senſe, than any People; and 
yet, at the ſame time, there is ſcarce an 


Engliſhman of any Life and Spirit, that has 
not ſome odd Ca of Thought, ſome original 
Humour, that diſtinguiſhes him from his 


> Neighbour. This national Mark is viſible 


among us in every Rank and Degree of 
Men, from the Perſons of the firſt Quality 
and politeſt Senſe down to the Rudeſt and 
moſt Ignorant of the People. Every Me- 
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| Set of ſurprizing and incongruous Notions, 
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Turn of Wit, or ſome uncommon him, 28 
aChatacteriſtick that diſtinguiſhes him fron 
Others ot his Trade, as well as from the Mul. 
tituucs that are upon a Level with him. 


I confeſs by an agreeable Singularity | 


Temper, we may furniſh out a perpetual 


Change of Entertainment to ourſelves, and di- 


verſity all our Converſations with a Variety 
of Mirth ; but as I would have a Gentleman 
not too conſcious of his Mit, ſo neither would 
J have him ſtrain too hard in purſuit of Hu 
mour. It otten throws People una wares in- 
to a Form of Byffoonery, and runs them into 
an habitual Carriage, that ſavours of Pedan- 
try and Affectation. We ſhould rather be con- 
tent to follow Nature, and be guided by 
Senſe, than endeavour to entertain at the 
Expence of our Characters: And chuſe to 
be conſider'd as Men of ſound Reaſon, rather 
than be counted Prodigies of Humour. 
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HERE are many Intemper an- 


= ces which we fall into in the 
1 RA 


7 Courſe of our Lives, as it 
9 5 EIT were without Deſign, thro' 

—Complaiſance, or the Impor- 
tunities of Company Of this ſort princi- 
pally is Drinking. We are generally initiated 


into the Science, before the Liquor is in the 


| leaſt palatable: But we conſent to diſoblige 
our Taſte meerly in Compliance, till by 


the habitual Obſequiouſneſs, we grow to 
a Reliſh of the Luxury, and then continue 
the Debauch by Juclination. 

A Method of ſpending one's Time agreeably 
is a Thing ſo little ſtudied, that the com- 
mon Amuſement of our young Gentlemen 
is Drinking. This Way of Entertainment 
has Cuſtom of its fide ; but as much as it 
has prevail d, Idelieve there have been very 


few 
3 
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few Companies, that have been guilty of 
Exceſs this way, where there have not 
happen'd more Accidents which make a- 
gainſt than for the Continuance of it, 

It is impoſſible to lay down any determi- 
nate Rule for Temperance, becauſe what is 
Luxury in one may be Temperance in another ; 
But there are few of common Reaſon who 
are not Judges of their own Conſtitutions, 
ſo far as to know what Proportions do beſt 
agree with them. Were 1 to preſcribe a 
Rule for Drinking, it ſhould be form'd up- 
on a Saying quoted by Sir W1iLLl1lan 
TEMFHIE; The fiſt Glaſs for my ſelf, 
the ſecond for my Friends, the third for good 
Humour, and the fourth for my Enemies. To 
go further into Antiquity for a Rule, Plu- 
tarch tells us it was the Advice of Socrates, 
to beware of ſuch Meats as perſwade a Man, 


tho he be not hungry, to eat them; and thiſe 
Liquors, that would prevail with a Man to 


drink them, when he is not thirſty. Tempe- 
rance indeed is a grand Preſervative, which 
has thoſe particular Advantages above all 
other means of Health, that it may be 
pr.actis'd by all Ranks and Conditions, at 
any Seaſon or in any Place It is a kind 
of Regimen, into which every Man may 
put himſelf without Interruption to Buſi- 
reſs, Expence of Money, or Loſs of Time. 
In a word, it Exerciſe throws off Superflui- 

| :. $08, 
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ties, Temperance prevents them, gives Na- 
the her full Piay, and enables her to exert 
herſelf in all her Force and Vgour. 

Would we not permit ourſelves to con- "yl 
ſider Temperance as a Moral Virtue, and 
that every Receding from its Dictates is | 
a Sin againſt our Souls; yet it we would li 
only make the Leſs of Conſtitution a Caution, 
the apparent Injury we do to our Healths, 
and the R:dicule and Conſequences to 
which Ebriety makes Men obnoxious; we 
ſhould never fall into Jacontinence in Drink- 
ing. With all a Man's Reaſon and good | 
Senſe about him, his Tongue is apt to ut- 
ter Things out of meer Gaity of Heart þ 
which may diſpleaſe his beſt Friends. Who — 
then would truſt himſelf to the Power of [fl 
Vine, without ſaying more againſt it, than | 1 
that it raiſes the Imagination, and depreſſes | 
the Judgement? Were there only this ſingle . 
Conſideration, that we are leſs Maſters if 
of ourſelves when we drink in the leaſt iv 
Proportion above the Exigencies of Thirſt ; 11 
I fay, were this all that could be objected, 4 
5 were ſufficient to make us abhor this io 

ICC. 1 

But the Efeds are of much more Fata- v1 
lity ; if we continue to gorge ourſelves with 4 
this Freedom, and dilute with ſuch Pro- | 
fuſion and Intemperance, we ſhall find the 
Tone of our Stomachs weakned, the Acids 1 
ſpoil'd, 1 


: — 


as if it were pleaſant to give way to ſuch 


Condition. Now, if the Invitation was 


1 
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ſpoil'd, and our Digeſtion good for nothing; I «« 
And when we are once diſabled in this? 
Faculty, our Conſtitution is undermin'd, I «« 
and the Buſineſs commonly ends in Drop) I < 
or Conſumption. The Apothecary is perpe- *© 


tually employ'd to countermine the Ct 


and the Vintner. This Misfortune in the 
firſt Concoction ruines all; for unleſs the 
Juices are well prepar'd in the Stomach, the I © 
Blood and Spirits mult ſuffer of Courſe, the 
Nerves and Muſcles relax, and the Functi- © 
ons of Life lye by and languiſh. How many 
young People do we ſee miſcarry upon this 
Conduct, aud tire upon the Road, before 
the Journey is half reach d? Men that 
made a promiſing Appearance at firſt, 
that ſet forward with Genius and Improve- 
ment, have we not ſeen them metamor- 
phoſe themſelves at a Tavern, drown their Wil 
Parts, and drink away their Shape to that 
Degree, as if the Withcrafts of Circe had 
overtaken them, and the magical Draught 
transform'd them to Brutes. Yet, as if 
this debafing of Humanity were a Duty, and 


a Diſguiſe, Gentlemen too frequently in- 
vite on purpoſe to put the Company in this 


ſent in a Letter,and the Truth ſpoken our, 
ſays Mr. Collier, it muſt run in the Tenor 
following. © Sir, if you pleaſe to do me the 

« Favour 
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4 Favour to dine with me, I ſhall do my beſt 
to drink you out of your Limbs and Senſes, 
to make you ſay a hundred filly Things, and 
play the Foel to purpoſe, if ever you did it 
in your Life. And before we part, you ſhall 
> © be well prepar'd to tumble off your Horſe, to 
* ©* diſoblige your Coach, and make your Family 
fick at the Sight of you, and all this jor an 
> © Opportunity of ſhewing, with how much 
Friendſbip and Reſpect I am your Humble 
© © Servant.” This, ſays he, is often the plain 
EN OGIIS H of an Entertainment; and tho” 
© the Kindneſs may look ſomething odly, *tis the 
main drift of the Matter; the F oint is purſued, 
aud the Conqueſt boaſted. | 

lt is a further Argument to the Diſcounte» 
nancing this ugly Frailty, that as he who 
drinks but little is not Maſter of himſelf, 
ſo he who drinks much, is a Slave to him 
ſelf. As for my part, I ever eſteem'd a 
EDrunkard, of all vicious Perſons the moſt 
vicious; For if our Actions are to be weigh'd 
and conſider'd according to the Intention of 
them, what can we think of him, who puts 
himſelf into a Circumſtance wherein he can 
have no Intention at all, but incapacitates 
Ehimſelf for the Duties and Offices of Life, 
by a Suſpenſion of all his Faculties. If a Man 
Eonſfider'd that he cannot, under the Op- 
preſſion of Drink, be a Friend, a Gentleman, 
B Miſter, or a Subject; that he has ſo long 
4 | baniſh'd 8 
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banijh'd himſelf from all that is dear, and 
given up all that is ſacred to him, he would 


even then think of a Debauch with Hern, 
But when he looks ſtill farther, and ac. 


knowledges that he is not only expell'd out 
of all the Relations of Life, but alſo liable 
to offend againſt them al: What Words can 
exprels the Terror and Deteftation he would 


have of ſuch a deteſtable Vice; And je 
he owns all this of himſelf, who fays be 


was Drunk laſt Night. 

There 1s not certainly an animal upon 
the Face of the Earth more miſerable tha 
a Sot. This Wretch, like the Salamander, 
lives in the midſt of Fire ; his Blood and S. 
rits continually boiling with the Fumes of his 
former Exceſſes, and receiving a freſh Sup- 
ply from his preſent Debaucheries. His Tim 
is not meaſur'd by the Day or Hour, but the 
Bottle; and all his Arithmetick is, What i 
to pay and how much he has drunk? His Health, 
his Fortune, and every thing elſe is divided 
and ſplit into Tavern-Bills : And Pints and 
Quarts ſtand at the Foot of every Accomyt 


he makes up. To behold one of thel:iM 


Creatures with a bloated Face, and a waſt 


Carcaſe, by the Aid of a paralytical Hand iſ 


lifting up a Glaſs to his Head, that works al 
the while in the ſame unequal Motion, 1: 
an Object of the utmoſt Averfion and Cor 


tempt. But his Pleaſure 1s the Vanity ol 
ſaying ; 


2 


— 
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| {zying, He did not ſpill one Drop of the preci- 
eus Liquor. Abſurd Hretch ! And yet how 
many of this Claſs are to be met with, who 
F work the Day, the Week, and Yearround, 
| without any Seaſon of Reſt or Relaxation. 
The whole Calendar is turned into Holydays 
with the Drunkard, and his Jubilee returns 
with every Sun that riſes. Is it not a pretty 
| Diverſion for two rational Creatures to fit 
| down to murther one another by way of 
| Pleaſure, and ſtrive who ſhall go firſt to the 
| Grave for the Improvement of good Fellouſhip? 
The Conſequences, I have yet mention'd, 
are ſuch as peculiarly regard the Conſtituti- 
on of the Drunkard ; give me leave to re- 
mark further, That Iatemperance is a daxge- 
raus Companion; it throws People off their 
Guard, betrays them to a great many Inde- 
cencies, to ruinous Paſſions, to Diſadvantage 
in Fortune, makes them diſcover Secrets, 
drive fooliſh Bargains, engage in Play, and 
often ſtagger from the Tavern to the Stews. 
I don't ſay this is every Man's Caſe ; but 

the Frequency of the Miſchief is ſufficient 
to fright you from the Practice. By In- 
temperance Weakneſs is diſcover'd, and ill 
Humour improv'd. The Hat of Vin 
makes the Malice creep out, warms the 
Snake, and gives Vigour to {the Poiſon. 
What Misbehaviour, what Outrage, how 
many Murthers, may we lay to the . 
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of this Vice? Did not Alexander kill him 
that ſav'd his Life, and burn the fineſt Ci- 
ty in the World, in a drunken Fit? But we 
need not fetch our Proof thus far; for 
there's ſcarcely any Time or Place, but wil 
afford us too much Evidence. Intemperance 
puts a Man out of his own Power, makes 
his Folly ungovernable, and lays him at the 
Mercy of almoſt every Accident. To be 
drunk, with {ome People, is next to the 
firing a Train; they break out in Flame 
and Thunder, blow up the Houſe, and pe- 
riſh in the Ruines. 

To be particular in the numerous Incon- 
veniences of this Vice, were to grow prolix 
beyond Safferance; and it may be expected, 
that I ſhould allow ſome Advantages reſul- 
ting froma generous Liquor us'd with Tem- 
perance. I confeſs, I believe no Man drinks 
Wine to allay his Thirſt : It ſeems to be 
deſign'd for a Loftier Indulgence of Nature; 
for it were hard to ſuppoſe that the Author 
of Nature, who impos'd upon her Neceſſi- 
ties and Pains, does not allow her her Plea- 
ſures ; and we may reckon, among the lat- 
ter the moderate Uſe of the Grape. It we 
keep within certain Bounds in our Recre- 
ation, we do not only not forfeit the Title 
of being our own Maſters, but even poſſeſs 
it in a much greater Degree : If a Man's 


expreſſing himſelf upon any Subject, with 


more 


= ant m ˙ an 


more Life and Vivacity, more Variety ot I- 


more to the Purpoſe, argues that he thinks 
E clearer, ſpeaks more ready, and with grea- 
ter Choice of comprehenſive and ſign. hcant 
Terms: It bears forcibly to the dvantage 
ot this delicious Juice, in Caſes where it 
only heightens Converſation, and brings to 
light agreeable Talents, which otherwiſe 
would have lain conceal'd under the Op- 


and the Strength of Judgement, and inſpires 
a graceful and becoming Mirth : Where, I 
” ſay, it awakens the Fudgement, quickens 
Memory, ripens Underſtanding, diſperſes Me- 
' lancholy, chears the Heart; in a word, 
where it reſtores the whole Man to himſelf 
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dea's, more Copiouſneſs, more fluently, and 


preſſion of an unjuſt Modeſty. Where it 
ſerves to diſcover the Brightneſs of the Mind, 


and his Friends, without the leaſt Pain or 
Indiſpoſition: There it anſwers the End 
of Providence. 

It is certainly a very agreeable Change, 
when weſee a Glaſs raiſe a lifeleſs Conver- 
ſation into all the Pleaſures of Mit and goed 
Humour. While the Diſcourſe improves in 
a well choſen Company, from the Addition 
of Spirits which flow from moderate Cups ; 
it muſt be acknowledg'd, that leiſure Time 
cannot be more agreeably, or perhaps more 
uſeful'y employ'd, than at ſuch Meetings. 
Pur there is a certain Prudence in this, and 
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all other Circumſtances, which makes Rg 
or //rong in the Conduct of ordinary Lye, 
This Ubſervation has given me Occalivn 
to reflect upon the ill Effects of a wicicus 
' Modeſty, which has perhaps betray'd both 
Sexes into as many Vices as the molt abay- 
don'd Impudence ; and is the more inexcuſa- 
ble to Reaſon, becauſe it acts to gratific o- 
thers rathe thanitſelt,and is puniſh'd with 
a kind of Remorſe, not only like other Vici- 
ous Habits when the Crime is over, but e- 
ven at the very time when it is committed. 
Nothing is more am1abie than true Modeſſ), 
and nothing is more contemptible than the 
Falſe. The one guards Virtue, the other 
betrays it. True Modeſly is aſham'd to do 
any thing that is repugnant to the Rules 
of right Reaſon ; falſe Modeſty is aſhim'd to 
do any thing that is oppoſite to the Humour 
of the Company. It was the Saying of Brutus, 
as it is quoted by Plutarch, that the Perſon 
has had but an ill Education, who has not been 
taught to deny any-thing. 1 have read of an 
Example of this kind in a modeſt young 
Gentleman, who being invited to an En- 
tertainment, tho' he was not us'd to drink, 
had not the Confidence to refuſe his Glaſs 
in his Turn, when on a ſudden he grew ſo 
fluſter'd, that he took all the Talk of the 
Table in his own hands, abuſed every one 


of the Company, and flung a Bottle at 
the 
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he Gentleman's Head that treated him. 
a Compliance of this ſort be not fau. ty, 
and it we do not injure our Reaſon by ſuch 
Compliance, then thete is no ſuch thing as 
x Pudor Malus in Nature, no Modeſty that 
an be acounted Vicious, nor have we ought 
to fear but the Impuration of being ſingular. 
Ne may fail in with the Torrent, and let 


however unjuſtihable in it ſelf, ſo it be in 
ogue and requeſt with the Company. 
What ridiculous Diſpoſition is this in hu- 
man Nature, that Men ſhould not be a- 
Wh.m'd of ſpeaking or acting in a d. ſſolute 
or irrational Manner, but that one who is in 
their Company, ſhould be aſham'd of gover- 
ning himſelf by the Principles of Reaſon 
and Virtue! How much more rational and 
Kcommendable would it be to follow the 
Pattern ſet us by Xenophanes ; This old 
Page was ſo far from letting a falſe Modeſty 
lead him into Crimes or Indiſcretions, that 
when he was upbraided and call'd ti morbus, 
becauſe he would not venture his Money 
in a Game at Dice; I confefs, ſaid he, that 


an exceeding timorous, for I dare not do an 
bill thing, 


to regale, we ſhould arm ourſelves with Re- 
colection, and be always upon our Guard. 
Make a ſtrong Reſolution in our Defence; 
| that 
3 


tour ſelves go to every Action or Diſcourſe, 


To conclude, whenever we are tempted ; 
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that goes a great way in moſt Caſes. Let 
us have a care of a weak Compliance, and 
of being prepoſterouſly Good natur d: Let us 
not be over born by Inportunity; never 
ſurrender to « feſt, nor make tne Company 
Maſters of our Conſcience ; but venture tg 
be ſo Moroſe, as to maintain the Reaſon of 
Men, and the Ianocence of Chriſtians. Tiz 
no Diſgrace to be Healthy in a common 
Infection; Singularit) in Virtue and Dif- 
cretion is a Commendation. Let us con. 
ſider, beſides the Advantages of Temperance, 
how clean and unembarraſs'd it keeps the 
Senſes, and makes them ſeize the Obje& 
with more Keenneſs and Satisfaction: 
How it appears with Life in the Face, and 
Decorum in the Perſon; how it gives us the 
Command of our Heads, ſecures our Health, 
and, in a Word, preſerves us in a Condition 
both for our Bufineſs and Recyeations. 
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ACNE A M very ſenſible I am en- 
tring on a Subject in this 
@ Chapter, upon which I can- 
not explain my ſelf too fully, 
M nor yet expreſs myſelf with 


— „ r 


q too much Reſerve; I am o- 


| pening a Scene that preſents two very dif- 


| ferent Proſpects: The Libertine will pro- 


bably deſpiſe my Precepts, and laugh at 

the unfaſhionable Gravity of my Theme: 
The Man of Morals and ſober Conduct, 
| will taſte them as he ſhould do, and de- 
light to ſee the Husband regularly painted. 


M Cicero 
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Cicero, treating of the many Degres 
of human Commerce and Society, place; 
9 Matrimony in the firſt Rank; prima Sccie-. WM 
1 tas in ipſo eſt Conjugio, ſays He. Marriage 
is deſcrib'd as a State capable of the 
higheſt human Felicity, as an Inſtitution 
calculated for a conſtant Scene of as much 
Delight as our Being is capable of: It is 
ll the Foundation of Community, and the 
9 chief Eand of Society: It is, or ought to 
1 be, that State of perfect Friendſhip, in 
which there are, according to Pythagoras, 
| + Eauuart Wy , ww 5 wa : Two Bodies, with 

| but one Soul. Our Country-man Milton has 
1 touch'd this Subject with ſo chaſte yet 
clegant a Pen, that the Deſcription, one 
would think, muſt confirm the Husband 
in his Happineſs, and reclaim the Man oſ 
profligate and licentious Principles. 


Hail, Wedded Love]! Myſterious Lav! 
„ True Source 9 8 

Of human Off ſpring, ſole Propriety 
In Paradiſe, of all I hings common elſe. 

By Thee adult 'rous Luſt was driven from Meu 
Among the beſtial Herds to range; by Thee, 
Founded in Reaſon, loyal, juſt, and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the Charities 
0 Father, Son, and Brother, firſt were known, 
q Perpe ual Fountain of Domeſtick Sweets, 


ofe 
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I hoſe Bed is undefil'd and chaſte pronounc d, 
Preſent or paſt, as Saints or Patriarchs us'd. 
Here Love his Golden Shafts employs ; here 

lights 
His conſtant Lamp, and waves his Purple 

Wings : 

Reigns here, and revels not in the bought Smile 
O Harlots, loveleſs, joyleſs, unendear'd, 
Caſual Fuition; nor in Court Amours, 


Mix d Dance, or wanton Mas, or Miduight 
Ball; | 


O, Serenade, which the tarv'd Lover ſings 
| To his proud Fair, beſt quit:ed with Diſdaiu. 


— 
—— 
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This Poet has indeed been juſt to its 
Character, and ſet Marriage in its proper 
Light; we ought to conſider it as a State 
ot Grace, and the firſt Ordinance of God 
to Mankind; as a Buſineſs of the greateſt 
Importance in Life, and a Change of Con- 
dition we cannot make with too much 
Reverence and Deliberation. We ſhould 
examine our Conſtitutions, Temper, and 
» Honeſty ; weigh well if we can be con- 
> ſtant, and confine our Deſires and Appe- 
| tite to one ſole Object; we muſt be ſure 
to call Reaſon into our Paſſions, and let 
her inform us why we would marry. For 
if we take a young Lady to our Bed, with 
no Other Conſideration than the ExpeRa- 
tion of Scenes of Dalliance, and think of 
4 M 2 f _ her, 
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4 her, only as ſhe is to adminiſter to the 
1 Gratification of Deſire: When that Deſire 
i. - once flags, her Charms and Merit will 
likewiſe be abated. 

The Spirit of Love has certainly ſome- 
thing in it extremely fine; yet if Love be 
164 any Refinement, Conjugal Love muſt be ſo 

9 in a much higher Degree. The frivolous 
1 Affectation of attracting Eyes, is there im- 
1 prov'd into ſolid Affection, and {inks into 
1 the Heart. The Paſſion of Love, even 
4 where it is moſt ſincere, reſembles too 
much the Flame of a Feaver; that to a 
Wife is like rhe Vital Heat. What a ſen- 
ſible Pleaſure is there in contemplating the 
beautiful Inſtances of Domeſtick Life! 
How is Happineſs heighten'd to the high- 
eſt Degree it 1s capable of, when two Per- 
ſons of accompliſh'd Minds, are not only 
united in Intereſt and Aﬀe&ions, butin 
ſ their Taſte of the ſame Improvements, 
. Pleaſures, and Diverſions! When habitua 
4 Complacency ſweetens their Satisfaction 
W When Love and Tenderneſs ſhine in their Þ 
1 Countenances, and their Words and 
i Actions are ſo many Teſtimonies of mu · 
| - gual Comfort! 


Conjual Virtues. 248 


SNN THlw d- T1 vd idbriegs Y Agen, 
H Su der uu") gebe glAg ve dye, 
Kai moins f , nd" E hρN n d var + ; 


Says the old Poet Phocylides— Be Aﬀe- 
ctionate to thy Wife: For what is more 
ſweet and commendable, than for the dear 
Conſort to be obliging to her Husband, 


even till Age creeps on their Fondneſs ; 


or for the Husband to accord to his Wife, 
and let no Diſſentions riſe between them 
to interrupt their Happineſs? I call to 
Mind one more Paſlage in a Play of Hay- 
 wood's ſo good a Compliment to Matri- 
mony, ſo fraught with Tenderneſs, and 
the mutual Endearments of a happy 
Couple, that the Quotation of it per- 
' haps may make more uſeful Impreſſions, 
than a Chapter of Maxims, and Ma- 
giſterial Counſlels. 


O Marriage ! Happieſt, eaſieſt, ſafeſt State; 


Let Debauchees and Drunkards ſcorn thy 
Rights, 

ho, in their nauſeous Draughts and Lufts, 
prophane — 

Both Thee and Heav'n by whom thou vert 
ordain'd. | 


How can the Savage call it Loſs of Freedom, 


Thus to converſe with, thus to gaze at 
| M3 A 
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A faithful, beauteous Friend ! 

Bluſh not, my fair One, that thy Love ab. 
plauds Thee, | h 

Nor be it painful to my Wedded IT fe 

That my full Heart oerflows in praiſe of Thee, 

Thou art by Law, by Int reſt, Paſſion, ine 

Paſſion and Reaſon joyn in Love of Thee. 

Thus thro' a World of Calumny and Fraud, 

We paſs both unreproach'd, both undeceiv'd; 

Mile in each Others Intereſt and Happineſs, 

Ie without Art all Faculties employ, 

And all our Senſes without Guilt enjoy. 


It is almoſt impoſſible for one Perſon to 
lay down abſolute Rules for Happineſs in 
this State, or to determine preciſely in 
what Circumſtances this great Bleſſing is 
particularly lodg'd. Two Perſons who 
have choſe each other out of all the Spc- 
cies, with Deſign to be each others mutual 
Comfort and Fntertainment, have in that 
Action bound themſelves to be good Hu- 
mour'd, Affable, Diſcreet, Forgiving, Pa- 
tient, and Joyful, with reſpect to each o- 
thers Frailties and Perfections, to the End 
of their Lives: When this Union is ſtrictly 
preſerv'd the molt indifferent Circum- 
ſtance adminiſters Delight ; but if every 
little occaſion of Diſguſt is to be view'd 
with an Eye of Impatience; if Peeviſhnels 
and Spleen are to aggravate en 
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and the Weakneſſes of human Nature to 
be conſider'd as Crimes; Matrimony will 
ſoon loſe all its Felicity; its Enjoymenrs 
will be ſour'd by rude Checks; Comforts 
fink into Diſtruſt and Sullenneſs; and Kind- 
neſs and connubial Careſſes be loſt in a 
G.oom and Degree of Averſion. 
It is not ſufficient (as the Spectator has 
judiciouſly obſerv'd) to make a Marriage 
Happy, that the Humours of two People 
ſhould be alike; one might inſtance in an 
hundred, who have not the leaſt Sentiment 
of Love remaining for one another, yet are 
ſo like in their Humours, that if they were 
not already Married, the whole World 
would deſign them for Man and Wife. A 
virtuous Diſpoſition, a good Underſtanding, 
an agreeable Perſon, and an eaſy Fortune, 
are the Things which ſhould chiefly be re- 
garded on this Occaſion. 
| Give me leave to conſider the Advan- 
tages and Hazards of this State under 
| theſe four Heads, and we ſhall be more 
ſenſible of the Neceſſity and Benefit of 
taking them into our Conſideration and 
Conduct. 
As to the virtuous Diſpoſition believe 
me, if that be wanting on either Side 
Eaſe and Felicity are baniſh'd for ever: 
© Diſcontent and Jealouſy uſurp the Breaſt, | 
and lord it over all the milder Affections. 
4 M 4 No- 
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Nothing more has more brought Wedlock 
into Contempt and Prejudice, and made the 
State to be look'd on as a Bugbear, than 
the too frequent Examples of Levity and 
Iantonneſs, that have been the Stains of 
every Age and Country: There haye 
been ſo many that could not make them- 
ſelves Maſters of their Paſſion, and have 
ſuffer d their Conſciences to be carried 2. 
way by the Biaſs of a looſe and inordinate 
Affection. | 

Inconſtancy diſturbs the Harmony of Life, 
and breaks the Friendſhip of the neareſt 
Relation: What Confuſions, what Quar- 
rels, what Deſtruction of Circumſtances, 
are occaſion'd by undecent Liberties 
in Wedlock > The ſacred Property of 
Marriage is infring d; and no Re- 
venge can be too great for ſuch an In- 
Jury. 

1 arriage ſhould create a peculiar and 
incommunicable Friendſhip; theſe Rights 
are not to be invaded, nor the Quiet of 
either Party to be diſturb'd. Even thoſe 
Familiarities which give Umbrage, and 


carry the Countenance of Deſign, are ill- 


natur'd and unjuſt, tho' they go no far- 
ther. 
I will not be ſo partial to my own Sex, 


as not to own it is my Opinion, that the 


Matrimonial Contract is mutual; and a 
| Failure 
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Failure on either Side is equally a Viola” 
tion of Faith, and a Breach of the Confe- 
deracy. The Man and Woman are under 
the ſame Duties of Religion, and obliged 
by the ſame Laws of Sobriety. Indeed 
the Crime of Incontinence may admit of 
ſome Difference as to its Conſequences, 
and our Sex may ſin this way with leſs 
Fatality. But when a Woman proves per- 
fidious, the Misfortune is incorporated 
with the Family, the Adult'rous Brood 
are palm'd upon the Husband, and grow 
up to the Inheritance of his Eſtate : Now 
| when the Man goes aſtray, the Wife can't 
pretend to ſuch great Damages. To be 
plain, the Aggravations on our Side will 
very near amount to the ſame Injury: 
May not the Extravagance of a Strum- 
pet's Support, and the Charge of educa- 
ting her Baſtard Progeny, ran out that 
Eſtate, which ſhould be the Inheritance 
of a lawful Iſſue; and be a Canker to the 
Fortune of a virtuous Wife, who deſerves 
on many Accounts, more generous Treat- 
ment? | 
| It we look back into the Punifhments 
- which the Antients inflicted on the Male 
for Incontinence, we ſhall ſee there is no 
Exemption on our Side; or Liberty en- 
tail'd on us for offending. To mention 
but in one Inſtance, the Law of Solon left 


the 
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the Malefactor perfectly at the Mercy of 
him that was injur'd. 

When the Man is ſo unhappy as to be 
of a wand' ring Diſpoſition, the poor in- 
jur'd Wife has but an uncomfortable Time 
of it; for thoſe who are Lihertines abroad, 


are generally IIl-natur'd at home. The 


Wife then is eſteem'd a Nuſance; and 
no Ruggedneſs or Earbarity is too coarſe 
for her; or at beſt ſne's but the Lumber 
of the Houſe. The Promiſes of Court- 


| ſhip, and the Engagements of Marriage, 


are quite forgotten, The Title of Re- 
ſpect is transferr'd, aud all the Breeding 
and good Humour made over to the Mi- 
ſtreſs in keeping. She is made Governeſs 
of the Man and the Money. Her Apart- 
ments, and her Equipage, are all Curio- 
tity and Expence. She 1s allow'd to make 
her Progreſſes in State, and to travel with 
her Poſtillion; when it may be the poor 
Lady who ſhould of right be entitled to 
his Kindneſs and Liberality, can hardly 
compaſs a Hackney Coach to remove her 
from one Street to another. Nor are we 
to wonder at ſuch Inſtances of Misbe- 
haviour and coarſe Treatment ; he that 
can.diſpenſe with the main Articles, will 
eaſily get over the Points of Decency. 
The Want of Civility may be eaſily ex- 

. cus'd, 
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cus d, in thoſe that break rhro' the moſt 
ſolemn Covenants. | 
But allowing the Man of a Conſtitu- 
tion and Principle that make him keep 
the Matrimonial Contract Inviolable; it 
js neceſſary that he conſult ſomething 
more than his Virtue in the Diſpoſition of 
this Perſon for Life: The Lamp of Con- 
fancy will burn but very dim, when the 
Appetite is once cloy'd ; when the ſenſual 
Enjoyments are upon the Decay, and no 
Charms are ſeen in the Bride ro blow up 
the expiring Flame of Love, and rekindle 
the abating Affection. When we therefore 
chuſe our Companions for Life, if we 
hope to keep both them and ourſelves 
in good Humour to the laſt Stage of it, 
we muſt be extremely careful in the Choice 
Ewe make, as well as in the Conduct on our 
own part, When the Perſons to whom 
we joyn ourſelves can ſtand an Examina- 
tion, and bear the Scrutiny ; when they 
mend upon our Acquaintance with them, 
and diſcover new Beauties the more we 
ſearch into their Characters, our Love 
will naturally riſe in Proportion to their 
Perfections. The Forma Bonum fragile eſt of 
the Poet, will never take off from the Value 
and Eſtimation of Beauty; there muſt be 
real or fancied Charms in the Miſtreſs to 
engage the Heart; and when the od 
| | 48 
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has choſe well in this regard, if he be; 
Maſter either of Senſe or Gratitude, he 
[| will not ſlight or contemn his Wife, be. 
7 cauſe Age or Accidents of Sickneſs hay; 
quench'd the Fires that firſt inflam'd him, 
'F He will rather look back, and revive En- 
1 dearments from the Recollection of tha 
1 Object, which was the Soul of his Deſire; 
he will view her with a Tenderneſs that 
confeſſes her Power over him, and regard 
her as the Pride of his Choice, and Am- 
bition of his Wiſhes. The Raptures he 
once conceiv'd from her Form, will not 
loſe all their Force ; but he will be fond 
of cheriſhing that which was once the 
Source of his Plcaſure. 

Nor are the Peauties of the Face, the 
Advantages of Complexion, the Delica- 
cies of Shape, and Attractions of Behavi- 
our, the only Things to be conſider d in an 
intended Wife, but only as ſo many ad- 
jun& Qualities to. recommend her to our 

K Love. If we would lay a Scheme for com- 
bl pleat Happineſs, let us look carefully into 
1 the Perfections of her Mind, let us examine 
| her Wit and Capacity, whether her Under- 
i ſtanding will come up to the Management 

we require from her, and whether ſhe be 
furniſh'd with Senſe and Judgement enough 


k make her a Friend as well as a Con- 
Jort. . 


2 


There 
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There is ſo much Nicety and Diſcre- 
ion requir'd to keep Love alive after Mar- 
riage, and make Converſation ſtill new 
and agreeable, that good Senſe ſeems a 
very eflential Aid to this Purpoſe. When 

the Wife proves capable of filling ſerious 
as well as joyous Hours, ſhe brings Hap- 
| pineſs unknown to Friendſhip it ſelf. She 
is then ſomething more than a Companion 
at Bed and Board; Paſſion is refin'd by 
* ſuch Society, and gradually aſcends to 
more exalted Pleaſures than thoſe of En- 
joyment. Life hangs heavily in the re- 
peated Converſation of One, who has no 
* Imagination to be fired at the ſeveral Oc- 
caſions, and Objects which come before 
her, or who cannot ſtrike out of her Re- 
flections new Paths of Pleaſing Diſcourſe. 
It ſhe have good Humour enough to make 
ber Gay, and Wit enough to render that 
* Gaity agreeable, the Approbation of her 
Words and Actions is a continual new 
| Feaſt to the Husband ; nor can he enough 
* applaud his good Fortune in having his 
Life varied every Hour: His Mind im- 
prov'd by her Idea's, and his Heart more 
glad from every Circumſtance which they 
meet with: How does her Wit improve 
his Pleaſures, counſel him in Emergencies, 
and add Conſolation in the Moments of 
* Affliction! The mutual Paſſion which is 
: grounded 
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grounded on this ſolid Foundation, enters 
into the very Conſtitution, and the Kind- 
neſs lowsas eaſily and ſilently as the Blood 
in the Veins. But when there is no good 
Senſe or Wiſdom on the Woman's Side to 
relieve or comfort againſt the Accidents 
of Life, the State ſoon grows irkſome and 
inſipid; Contradiction and croſs Purpoſes 
make up the greateſt Part of the Matri- 
monial Converſation ; the Husband con- 
temns her want of Reliſh, and Soureneſs, 
Debate, and Impertinence of Argument, 
are the Conſequences of her Folly. 

The other Ingredient ſo eſſential to the 
Happineſs of the Marriage State, is an 
eaſy Fortune We ovght to be in a Cir- 
cumſtance, that can ſupport the Charge 
of a Wife, and look forward to the Main- 
tenance of Children, before we ſhould 
determine to alter our Condition. We 
ſhould ſubdue our Paſſion, rather than 
draw the Object of our Affection into In- 
conveniencies; and make a Woman, we 
ſeem to be fond of, a Slave to Neceſſity, 
and thoſe unnumber'd Afflictions that wait 
on a low and needy Fortune. The Con- 
ſequences are of that fatal Kind, that I 
eſteem it a great Treſpaſs to betray an un- 
thinking and deluded Woman into ſo 
much Miſery It is an Adage of our own, 
and which is certainly founded on * 

an 
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and Experience, that when Poverty once 
comes in at the Door, Peace and Quiet 
| {ly out at the Window. Jars and Diſlikes, 
| Upbraidings and Contumely, enſue on an 
Febbing Circumſtance; and Marriage, 
which ought to be to a Man the Foun- 
tain of all good Things, is often by the 
" Diſpoſition of his Fortune, a heavy Load, 
which oppreſſes him with its Weight. 
Such it is, when a Wife and Children are 
a violent Temptation to Fraud, Falſehood, 
and unlawful Gains, for their Mainte- 
nance: Strange and unfortunate Situation 
of Lite, to be hem d in between Indigence 
and Knavery /! 
When this 1s the Caſe, Marriage is in- 
deed view'd in its worſt Light; it is draw- 
ing an uneaſy Yoak, and tugging at the Oar, 
and being a Slave without Hopes of Re- 
demption: At leaſt, it is ſo with regard to 
the more elegant Part of Mankind; the 
Poor often meet, with little more than will 
pay the Prieſt, and make them merry the 
firſt Day, and riſe content the next Mor- 
ning to drudge mutually for a comfortable 
- dubliſtance: But I am ſpeaking of thoſe 
who are born to Expectations above diur- 
nal Labour; who have Reaſon to hope for 
2 Life of Eaſe and Tranquillity, and to 
= taſte the Sweets of Plenty and Variety: 
Indeed when People meet on Terms 
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of Equality, when their Fortunes 
each Side are ſufficient to make then 
Happy, and then ſome unfriendly A 
cident reduces them, it is barbarous that 
a Coldneſs and Indifference ſhould grow 
between them to aggravate their Un. 
happineſs; or that they ſhould look 
on one another with leſs Indulgence and 
Affection, becauſe they are overtaken 
with a Calamity, which is not in their 
Power to fence againſt. They ſhould ra- 
ther ſweeten and mitigate the Senſe of Þ 


the Diſaſter with an Increaſe of Te- 


derneſs, and comfort themſelves in the 
Occurrence of Diſtreſs, that however Þ 
Fortune may inſult them from without, 
fhe cannot make them unhappy, while 
Love triumphs in their Breaſts, and 
ſecures them from Adverſity. We hare 
ſo beautiful an Inſtance of Fondneſs un- 
der Opreſſion in one of Otuay's Tragedies, 
that few could reckon Jaſſiers Circum- 
ſtances calamitous, if they were ſure d 
finding ſo kind a Partner in Affliction as 
Belvidera. 


Jaff. — Oh! We muſt change the Scene 


In which the paſt Delights of Love were taſted: 

The Poor ſleep little, we muſt learn to watch 
Our Labours late, and early ev'ry Morning, 

Midſt Winter Froſts, ſparingly clad and fed 
0 Ri 
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Riſe to our Toils, and drudge away the Day. 
0h Belvidera ! 
Want, worldly Want, that hungry, meager 
Fiend 
I at our Heels, and chaſes us in view. 
Can'ſt thou bear Cold and Hunger ? Can theſe 
Limbs, 
HFam'd for the tender Offices of Love, 
Endure the bitter Gripes of ſmarting Poverty? 
When in a Bed of Straw we ſhrink together, 
Aud the bleak Winds wh ſtle about our Heads, 
Wilt thou then talk thus to me ? 
KF Thus huſh my Cares, and ſhelter me withL ove ? 
IF Belvi. 0h! 1 will love Thee, ev'n in Madneſs 
I þ love Thee, 
Tho" my diſtracted Senſes ſhould forſake me ! 
Tho the bare Earth be all our reſting Place, 
Its Roots our Food, ſome Cliff our Habitation, 
Pl make this Arm a Pillow for thy Head, 
And as thou fighing Y ſt, and ſwell'd with 
Sorrow, 
Creep to thy Boſom, pour the Balm of Love 
Into thy Soul, and kiſs thee to thy Reſt. 
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This is a true and amiable Picture of 

Connubial Love, under thoſe ungentle 
Hhlaſts of Adverſity, which, as I have be- 
bore obſerv'd, nip and deſtroy the Bloſ- 
ſoms of Affection. The only Remedies 

© againſt a Decay of Paſſion on ſuch Tryals, 
are a ſufficient Stock of Virtue, a well- 
$ grounded 
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grounded Love, and a Conſtancy of Soul, 
that cannot give way to Change. And 
where ſuch a Conſtancy as this is wanting, 
the moſt iuflam'd Paſſion may fall away 
into Coldneſs and Indifterence, and the 
molt melting Tenderneſs degenerate into 
Hate and Averſion. Conſtancy is a Vu: 
tue natural to Perſons of even Tempers 
and unitorm Diſpofitions, and may be ac- 
quir'd by thoſe of the greateſt Fickleneſs, 
Violence and Paſſion ; if they conſider 
ſeriouſly the Terms of Union upon which 
they come together, the mutual Intereſt 
in which they are engag'd, with all the 
Motives that ought to incite their Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion towards thoſe 
who have their Dependance upon them, 
and are embarked with them for Life in 
the ſame State of Happineſs or Miſery, 
And when it grows in the Mind, upon 
Conſiderations of this Nature, it becomes 
a moral Virtue, and a kind of good Na- 
ture, that is not ſubje& to any Change ol 
Health, Age, Fortune, or any of thoſe 
Accidents, which are apt to unſettle the 
beſt Diſpoſitions that are founded rather 
in Conſtitution than in Reaſon. In ſhort, 
without a Degree of Conſtancy, there can 


be neither Love, Friendſhip, nor Virtue, 
in the World. | 


He 
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lle that thinks himſelf fit to make 4 
Huſband, mult ſer himſelf above being 
Et ted- with Trifles; he muſt ſuffer no 
Chance to impair his Kindneſs, or leſſen 
is Eſteem for her, that is to be his Life's 
Companion. The Declaration of Terence's 
Lover is more directly ſuitable to the 
2 ith of 2 Husband, 


Adjuro, nunquam e eam me deſerturum ; 
Non, ft capiundos mihi ſciam eſſe inimicos 
omnets homines. | 
Hanc mihi expetrvi, contigit : conveniunt 
mores: Valeant 
Qu inter nos diſſidium volunt: hanc, niſi 
mors, 


Mi adimet Nemo. 


7 proteſt ſolemuly, that 1 will never forſake her ; 
uo, not I was ſure to contract the Enmity of 
bl Mankind by this - Reſolution. Her I made 
the Object of my Wiſhes, and have obtain'd 
ber: Our Diſpofitions ſuit : And J will ſhake 
Hands with them that would ſow Diſſention 
Wotwixt us: For Death, and only Death, ſhall 
Wake her from me. 
| Marrying formerly was a nice Thing; 
it was a Settlement for Life, a ſerious 
Piece of Buſineſs, and deſerv'd a great 
deal of Conſideration. A Man was for- 
merly to take his Wife, for better, for 
N * orle; 


lick with one whom he has choſen fo 
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worſe; the ſame Houſe, the ſame Tab 
and ſame Bed, were in common to then 
both: He was to be a Husband all hi 
Life-time ; there was no coming off with 
ſeparate Maintenance; no reconciling z 
Wife and Family with the outward Ap ber 
rance and Delights of a ſingle Life. Noy 
it is only a Commerce of Convenience, a Bu: 
gain ſtruck up for Augmentation of Fo. 
tune; and ſo dependant on the Profit 9 
Inclination of Friends, that the Partie 
brought together are conſulted but at {i 
cond hand; and thus it becomes a State 
only previous to Separation and Alimimy: 
A Deed of Truſt, or a Suit in the Com. 
mons, diſſolves the Contra&. 

The Degeneracy of Morals has ſo fx 
prevail'd of late Years, that Men biubi 
at nothing more than being known to be 
Husbands; as if there were either a Full or 
Tacontinence in the Confeſſion. Should i 
Man be afraid of being ſeen with a WoW 
man, who is not his Wife, one might 
allow it owing to his Modeſty. Wer 
he loth to frequent the Company of {uct} 
Perſons, whoſe Reputation is not altoge-i 
ther untainted, I ſhould never wonder ati 
him. But what impertinent Whimſey ca 
make him aſham'd of his own Wife! 
What makes him bluſh to be ſeen in Pub-W 
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in inſeparable Companion? One, from 
hom he ſhould expect all the Satisfaction 
Ind Delight which can be reap'd from 
umane Society: One, whom he loves 
Ind he eſteems in Private, who is his 
hief Ornament at home, who perhaps 
tredits him no leſs by her Extraction, than 
þy her Senſe, Merit, and extraordinary 
irtue. And why did not he begin by 
bluſhing at his Marriage? I am not un- 
Ecquainted with ehe prevailing Power of 
Cuſtom, with its Tyrannizing over the 
Mind and Manners of Men, even without 
Ground or Reaſon ; yet I believe I ſhould 
thave Impudence enough to walk openly, 
Band let who will ſee me, with one who is 
my Wife. | 

© There is another Fault too common in 
the Matrimonial State, which is a Liberty 
bot expoſing each other to Ridicule: The 
Husband with an inconſiderate Pride 
triumphs in the Frailties of his weak Wo- 
man, and makes it one of his top Diver- 
ſions to ſpread her Indiſcretion : He little 
imagines that the Condemnation of her 
Conduct returns upon himſelf, and re- 
proves him ſeverely for having taken a 
Wife, the Subject of Contempt or Laugh- 
ter. Tis certain, whatever domeſtick 
| Conteſts they have together, tis the high- 
eſt Imprudence to impeach each other 2 = 
I : t © 
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the World; For however Company may 
ſtrike in with the Complainant, and ag. 
gravate the Treſpaſs, they ſneer in their 
Minds at the Fo.ly of the Publication, and 
think the Party aggriev'd might take wile 
Meaſures. *Tis ſuitable tothe Generoji 
ty of Man's Nature to overlook the Frail 
ties of the weaker Veſlel, to make Al 
lowances of her Side for unequal Educa. 
tion, and rather to throw her Errors into 
a Shade, than bring them out into a ful ſe 
Light. We have a Proverb, entirely ol 
our own Growth, that ſays, It is anil 
Bird that defiles his own Neſt ; and we may 
eſtabliſh. it as a Maxim of equal Verity, 
that he is an ill Husband, who glories in 
betraying the Frailties of his Family, 
The Counſel of Mr. Dryden in his Auren. 
Lebe, is very juſt and extenſive on this 


Head, and deſerves our - Brien Regard 
and Conſideration. | 


Secrets of 1 2 be ſacred held, 
Their Sweet and Bitter by the Wiſe conceal d; 


Errors of Wives reflect on Husbands ſtill, 


And when divulg d, proclaim we' ve choſen 
„ 


For the 3 Pow? r of Bed and Throne, 


; Should always be maintain d, but rarely ſhewn. 


4 
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The Commerce in the Conjugal State 
© is ſo delicate, that it is impoſſible to pre- 
ſ(cribe Rules for the Conduct of it, ſo as 
to fit ten Thouſand nameleſs Pleaſures 


in that Condition. 
| ſome other nice Caſes, where touching 
upon the Malady tenderly is half way to 
E the Cure: And there are ſome Faults 


which need only ro be obſerv'd, to be a- 
Inended. 


I hall conclude this Chapter with a few 
practical Directions, by which a Man en- 
gag'd in this important State, may aim at 
- ſecuring himſelf a laſting Happineſs ; ſince, 
; Jas Plutar ch aſſures us, there can be no- 

thing more uſeful in Con jugal Society than 

the Obſervance of wholeſome Precepts, 


© ſuitable to the Harmony of the Matrimo- 
8 nia Commerce. 


J The firſt neceſſary Rule to this End, 


is, that in Marriage the chief Buſineſs is 
to acquire a Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of 


each other. They ſhould conſider one an- 


other's Words and Actions with a ſecret 
0 Indulgence: There ſhould de always an 
inward Fondneſs pleading for each other, 
ſuch as may add new Beauties to every 
5 Thing that is excellent, give Charms to 
what is indifferent, and cover exery Thing 
; chat i is defetive, For want of this kind 


Pro- 
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* Diſquietudes which ariſe to People 
But it is in this as in 
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264 Marriage, and 
Propenſity and Biaſs of Mind, the my. 
ried Pair often take Things ill of each other, 
which no one elſe would take notice of in 
either of them. 1 
It is too commonly ſeen, that the ſmar- 
teſt Pangs which we meet with, are in the 
Beginning of Wedlock, which proceed 
from Ignorance of each others Humour, 
and want of Prudence to make Allow: 
ances for a Change from the moſt care. 
ful Reſpect to the moſt unbounded Fami. 
liarity. Hence it ariſes, that Trifles ate 
commonly Occaſions of the greatel 
Anxiety: And therefore I take it to be 
the firſt Maxim in a married Condition, 
that you are to be above Trifles. When 
two Perſons have ſo good an Opinio 
of each other, as to come together for Þ 
Life, they will not differ in Matters of 
Importance; becauſe they think of each 
other with Reſpe&, in regard to all thing 
of Conſideration that may affect them, 
and are prepar'd for mutual Aſſiſtance and 
Relief in ſuch Occurrences : But for le | 
Occaſions, they have formed no Reſolu-Þ 
tions, but leave their Minds unprepar'd. 
It may likewiſe be of ſingular Uſe to 
carry an even Hand in our Conduct; to 
regulate our Tempers, and never give 
way too far either to Prejudice or Pre-; 
poſſeſſion: Never to indulge our ſelves 
1 


© ourſelves Happy in the Enjoyment of 


© There is one Caution, which if not ob- 
ſerv'd, all other Rules will be ineffectual; 
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ja Humours of Provocation, or deſcend 
pelow the Dignity of our Natures by ioo 
indiſcreet Fondneſs. In a Word, it is 
neither ſafe to vex a Woman unreaſonably, 
or Humour her too much; the Exceſs of 
Fondneſs as well as the Defect of natural 
Love, may equally undo us. Prudent Ge- 
neroſity is the only Method of making 


them. 


— 
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it is a Rock on which Happineſs is always 
ſplit, by which Joys are extinguiſh'd, and 
— itſelf made inſupportable: I take 
theſe Marks to be ſo ſingular and diſtin- 
guiſhing, that I ſcarce need add that 1 
mean Fealouſy ; if we either conſult our 
oven peace, or the World's good Opinion, 
ve muſt not cheriſh a foul Suſpicion of 11 
the Honour of our Wives. It is a Paſ- _ 
ſion that grows inſenſibly, when encou- 
rag'd ; ſpreads thro' the whole Maſs of 
Blood, and infects the Animal Spirits: 


1 is the Faundice of the Mind, that is 
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only curable by Diflolution. It is a foul 
Wand tainted PerſpeCtive, that ſpoils the 
Colour of every Object which we ſur— 
ey thro” it, and makes the brighteſt 
bloom look like a fickly Yellow: To de- 
line it at once, Jealouſy in Love, is like 
1 Dt- 
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Propenſity and Biaſs of Mind, the mar. 
ried Pairoften take Things ill of each other, 
which no one elſe would take notice of in 
either of them. | 
It is too commonly ſeen, that the ſmar- 

teſt Pangs which we meet with, are in the 
Beginning of Wedlock, which proceed 
from Ignorance of each others Humour, 
and want of Prudence to make Allow- 
ances for a Change from the moſt care. 
ful Reſpect to the moſt unbounded Fami- 
liarity. Henceit ariſes, that Trifles are 
commonly Occaſions of the greateſt 
Anxiety: And therefore I take it to be 
the firſt Maxim in a married Condition, 
that you are to be above Trifles. When 
two Perſons have {ſo good an Opinio 
of each other, as to come together for 
Life, they will not differ in Matters oi 
Importance; becauſe they think of each 
other with Reſpect, in regard to all things 
of Conſideration that may affect them, 
and are prepar'd for mutual Aſſiſtance and 
Relief in ſuch Occurrences : But for leb 
Occaſions, they have formed no Reſolu-PÞ 
tions, but leave their Minds unprepar'd. 
It may likewiſe be of ſingular Uſe to 
carry an even Hand in our Conduct; to 
regulate our Tempers, and never give 
way too far either to Prejudice or Pre. 
poſſeſſion : Never to indulge our ſelves 
| in! 
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ja Humours of provocation, or deſcend 
pelow the Dignity of our Natures by ioo | 
indiſcreet Fondneſs. In a Word, it is a 
neither ſafe to vex a Woman unreaſonably, | 
or Humour her too much; the Exceſs of 
Ffrondneſs as well as the Defect of natural 
love, may equally undo us. Prudent Ge- 
neroſity is the only Method of making 
© ourſelves Happy in the Enjoyment of 
them. | 
There is one Caution, which if not ob- 
ſerv'd, all other Rules will be ineffectual; 
it is a Rock on which Happineſs is always 
ſplit, by which Joys are extinguiſh'd, and | 
Life itſelf made inſupportable: I take 101 
theſe Marks to be ſo ſingular and diſtin- | 
guiſhing, that I ſcarce need add that 1 
mean Fealouſy ; if we either conſult our 
# own Peace, or the World's good Opinion, 
ve muſt not cheriſh a foul Suſpicion of 
the Honour of our Wives. It is a Paſ- 
ſion that grows inſenſibly, when encou- 
rag d; ſpreads thro' the whole Maſs of 
ei. and infects the Animal Spirits: 
Flt is the Faundice of the Mind, that is 
only curable by Diſſolution. It is a foul 
o and tainted Perſpective, that ſpoils the 
to Colour of every Object which we ſur- 
e ey thro' it, and makes the brighteſt 
bloom look like a ſickly Yellow: To de- 
es fine it at once, Toney in Love, is like 
| Di- 
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ty of Poets have made for its uſurping 


He makes the Nobleſt Fruits and Metals grau. 
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Diſtruſt in other things, an Opinion tha 
every one cheats and impoſes on us, 

Jealouſy has been defin'd to be tha 
Pain which a Man feels from the Ay. 
prehenſion that he is not equally beg 
lov'd by the Perſon whom he entireh 
loves: This Definition ſeems to pain 
the Paſſion in too fair a Light, an 
comes near thoſe Excuſes the IngenuiÞ# 


a Place in the Breaſt : Particularly M. 
Dryden has made Room for its Enter. 
tainment, by ſeeming to think that Lov 
cannot exiſt without it. 


The greateſt Care the higher Paſſion ſhews; 
We bold that deareſt we moſt fear to Loſe: 
Diſtruſt in Lowers is too warm a Sun, 

But yet, tis Night in Love hen that is gem 
And in thoſe Climes which meſt his ſcorcbig 
know,” 5 


I will not aſſert againſt the Poſſibiliiy 
of a Noble Jealouſy, but I believe it mullÞ 
be founded on an Emulation in Love: 
No Husband's Breaſt, it he truly loves 
can be ſo Calm and Luke-warm, as tv] 
be ſenſible his Paſſion. is lighted, and 
yet feel it with Indifference: A gene- 
rous Reſentment muſt ſpring from this 
Kno- 
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Knowledge, and will terminate in Con- 
tempt or Averſion: I would not have a 
Man willingly give way to the Temp- 
tation of ſuch a Thought, but my Cau- 
tion was particularly laid down againſt 
ouc yielding to thoſe raſh Suggeltions, 
that our Love is not lighted but injur'd : 
8 That the falſe She has betray'd her 
Honour, and given up the Husband's 
property to the Invader. Now though 
it is almoſt impoſlible for a Jealous Man 
oo be cur'd of his Suſpicions, yet he 
will purſue the Shadow of a Doubt, and 
believe it will lead him on to Satisfa- 
E tion, His Thoughts hang at beſt in a 
4 State of Doubtfulneſs and Uncertainty, 
and are never Capable of receiving any 
Satisfaction on the advantagious Side; fo 


- 
n 
.. N . 


2 


ode, er 4+ ®: 


chat his Enquiries are moſt ſucceſsful 
vhen they diſcover Nothing : His Plea- 

@ ſure ariſes from his Diſappointments, and 
„his Life is ſpent in purſuit of a Secret 


that Deſtroys his Happineſs if he chance 
y to find it. 

Whether it proceed or not from an ex- 
eäöðels of Love, it is a Diſeaſe of fo malig- 
nant a Nature, that it converts all it takes 
into its own Nouriſhment. A cool or a 
fond Behaviour will adminiſter to its In- 
e: creaſe, while the firſt is interpreted a 
is Symptom of Indifference, and the latter 
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his Appetite, and forbids his Repoſe; 
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an Artifice of Diſſimulation. There is 
no Word or Geſture fo inſignificant, but 
it gives the tormented Husband new 
Hints, feeds his Suſpicions, and furniſhes 
him with freſh matters of Diſcovery, 
Powerful Suſpicion never fails of ſupply. 
ing Demonſtration ; and as Shakeſpear has 
admirably expreſs'd it in his Othello. 


———ů— — T rifles, light as Air, 
Are to the Fealous Confirmation ſtreng 
As proofs of holy Writ. 


One would think the Torments of this 
unreaſonable Diſquietude ſhould have a 
peculiar Prevalence on the Mind of Man, 
and deter him from harbouring ſo un- 
ealy a Guelt ; A Quality that preys on 
his Health, and corrodes his Quiet; pall 


that holds no Correſpondence with Com. 
fort or Gaiety, but is dead to Pleaſure if 
feeds on Diſcontent, and aſſociates witli 
Perplexity. I nyver read or ſaw the EY 
tremities of this Paſſion's working in 0-i 
thello, without the ſtrongeſt Compallio 
for the Man, and Terror at the Pain 
with which his Nature is ſubdued : Wha 
Pangs do we conceive from the complaini 


of his ſuppos d Injury; and ſtrike in wil 
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are appriz d that his Affection is unrea- 
ſonable? I believe his Expreſſions are fo 
uſt on the Occaſion, that the whole Clan 
of Jealous Men, with the like proportion 
of Eloquence, would condole their Miſ- 
fortune in the ſame Caſt of Thought. 


. Had it pleas'd Heaw'n 

To try me with Afflitions : had they rain'd 

All kinds of Sores and Shames on my bare Head, 

Steep'd me in Poverty to the very Lips, 

= Giv'n to Captivity, Me and my utmoſt Hopes, 

] ſhould have found in ſome place of my Soul 

= 4 drop of Patience. — But, alas! to make me 

be fixed Figure for the Time of Scorn, 

Jo point his ſlow and moving Finger at! 

. Yet could I bear that too | Well very Well! 

But there, where I had garner d up my Heart, 

Where either I muſt live, or bear no Life: 

be Fountain from the which my Current runs, 

or elſe dries up: To be diſcarded thence, 

Or keep it for a Ciſtern for foul Toads 

7 o knot an gender in! Turn thy Comple&ion 

there, | 

Patience, thou Young and Roſe-lip'd Cherubim, 

ere look grim as Hell. 


5 — — 


» 
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If the Effects and Torments which this 
u ation brings along with it are not ſuf- 
F-cnt to ſecure us from its Attacks, it 


N3 will 


know he is betray'd into Suſpicions, and 
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270 Marriage, and 
will be in vain to urge the Fatality of 
its Conſequences: The Expedients of 

engeance it puts a Man on, when he 
once has poſſeſs'd himſelf of his Conſort's 
Infidelity : When all the Fury of Injur'd 
Love breaks looſe, and the whole Train 
of Affections ſettle into Reſentment, A- 
verſion, and violent Reſolutions of Re- 
venge. 

J do not mean that a Husband is to 
be blind to notorious Indications of Wan- 
tonneſs; that is to be ſo partial to his 
Wifc's Honour, as not to be ſenſible of a 
palpable Diſgrace; for in this Caſe Jea- 
louſy is loſt in Proof, and the certainty 
of being wrong'd inſpires a juſt Indigna- 
tion: But I would infer, that we are not 
to ſuſpect her of Incontinence, either 
upon no Grounds, or on trival Circum- 
ſtances : It is the Advice of the Wiſe Man 
in Eccleſiaſticus, Be not Fealous over the Wife 
of thy Boſom, and teach her not an evil Leſ- 
{on againſt thyſelf. | 

I will conclude my Thoughts on this 
Theme with taking Notice, that to give 
into Jealouſy too raſhly, implies a tacit 
Confeſſion ot our own want of Merit; 
and provokes the ſuſpected either to turn 
the Tables on us, or aſſume a Liberty of 


_ deſerving our Cenſure. 


Next 
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Next to being free from ſuſpecting 
Levity on the Woman's Part, we are to 
account it our Duty to give no room for 
the calling of our own Conſtancy in Que- 
ſtion. We muſt not abuſe the good na- 
tur'd Virtue of a Woman, and fly out into 
licentious Courſes our ſelves, becauſe we 
are ſecure of not being paid in the ſame 
kind. This is a Diſhoneſty and Ingra- 
titude unworthy of a Man; a Violation 
of his Promiſe made before God, and a 
voluntaty branding of himſelf with Per- 
jury and Falſhood. | 
When we are determin'd to Enter into 
the Conjugal State, we ſhould bid adieu 
to the empty Faſhions and falſe Gallan: 
tries of the Town: We ſhould take the 
direction of the old Greek Proverb along 
with us AN C2 t Mn Alara, We are 
beginning a new kind of Life, and conſequently 
muſt think of a New Diet. We ſhould cor- 
rect in our ſelves all Tendencics to Li- 
bertiniſm, and look on our ſelves now as 
deſtin'd to ſober and reaſonable Pleaſures. 
It has been one of the unhappineſles of 
Marriage, that a few looſe Men of Ge- 
nius for Pleaſure, have turn'd it all to the 
| Gratification of ungovern'd Deſires, in 
deſpite of good Senſe, Form, and Order ; 
when, in Truth, any Satisfaction beyond 
the Boundarics of Reaſon, is but a Step 
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172 Marriage, and 
towards Madneſs and Folly. But tho: 
who are far gone in the Pleaſures of the 
Town, who cannot ſupport Life without 
quick Senſations and gay Reflections, who 
1 are lovers of Gallantry, Rattle, and Non- 
1 ſenſe, and are Strangers to Tranquility, 
11 i to right Reaſon, and a calm Motion d 
1 Spirit without Tranſport or Dejection, 

[ are improper Perſons to make Husband; 
of. They are immediately {ated with Pol. 


| ſeſſion, and muſt neceſſarily fly to ney 
FF. Acquiſitions of Beauty, to paſs away the} 
| it whiling Moments and Intervals of Life; 
| for with them every Hour is Heavy, tha 


is not Joyous. And ſuch Gallants, with 
| too much raſhneſs, throwing themſelves 
1 into this State of Gravity, fo averſe wi 
1 their Conſtitutions, has render'd Marriage 
Wi too often the ſubje& of Contempt, and 
I F general Ridicule. | 
q There is nothing ſo common as for 
1 Men to enter into Marriage, without 
14 ſo much as expecting to be Happy in i. 
1 They ſeem to propoſe to themſelves 1 
few Holy-days in the beginning of it; 
1 after which they are to return at beſt 10 
|| the uſual Courſe of their Life; and fo 
| ought they know, to conſtant Miſery and 
'& Uneaſineſs. | 
'* | Thoſe indeed who begin this Stage olf 
il i Lite, without Jars at their ſetting out 
| . al- 
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arrive within few Months at a pitch of 
Benevolence and Affection, of which the 
moſt perfect Friendſhip is but a faint Re- 
ſemblance. As in the unfortunate Mar- 
riage, the moſt minute and indifferent 
things are Objects of the ſharpeſt Re- 
ſentment; ſo in an happy one, they are 
Occaſions of the moſt exquiſite Satisfa- 
ction. For what does not oblige in one 


we love? What does not offend in one 
we dillike ? 


Nature, and Vertue, are the proper Qua- 
lifications to ſeaſon us for Matrimony : 
With theſe Endowments, we ſhall think 
our ſelves bound to look on our Partner 
with the Eyes of Reaſon and Honour, 
and always account her the Object of 
our Love and Pitty, who came to our 
Arms the Object of our Joy and Admi- 
ration? 

were needleſs to be more prolix 


to profit from the Abſtract of Rules al- 
ready laid down, will, with as much 
Facility, be able to ſupply io themſelves 
What is ſtill deficient to the Subject. 
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In ſhort, Tranquility of Mind, good 


on this Head, ſince they who know how 
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E preceding Chapter is writ. 
den on a Subject of the great. 
Eſt importance to our Happi- 


F neſs or Miſery in his Life; the 
preſent Treatiſe is of ſtill higher con- 
 1lequence, and looks forward to our Cor- 
cern in Futurity, A Theme, in which 
not the Tranſitory Eaſe of a frail Bod) i 
engag'd, but the Eternal Felicity of our 
Souls after Neath. 

There is too great a Number of Men 
in the World, who, from a Fault in 
Education, and a pernicious Habit of Li 
bertini/m, have their Hearts and Minds 
wholy fixt on this ſmall part of the 
Univerſe they are plac'd in, who ſet 1 
Value upon Nothing, nor love any thing 
beyond it; whoſe Souls are as much on | 
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fin'd, as that narrow Spot of Ground 
they call their Eſtate, the Extent of 
which is meaſured, the Acres are num- 
ber'd, and the utmoſt Bounds limited. 
They are ſo ſhort ſighted, that they can- 
not look beyond the Heavens and the 
Stars, to contemplate the Divinity, to 
which they ow'd their Original. They 
are not able to perceive the Excellency 
of what is ſpiritual; or have any No- 
tions of the Dignity of the Soul: How 
much the whole World is inferiour to it, 
how great a Want it has of an all- perfect 
Being, which is God, and how abſolute- 


ly it needs a Religion to find out that 


God, and to be aſſured of his Reality. 
Indeed a Man's Remembrance of his 
Creed may tell him there is a God, and 
that he is Almighty; but, if his Reaſon 
be ſo much aſleep as not to infer from 
thence the neceſſity of Reverencing and 
Obeying him, he may repeat the Creed 
eve ry day, and yet be an Atheiſt. 
Incredulity, or Indifference, are ſo na- 
tural to Men, that they make uſe of 
God and Religion as a piece of Policy 
only; that is, as far as it may ſerve for 
the Order and Decoration of this World, 
the only thing, in their Opinion, which 
deſerves to be thought on. Predominant 
Corruption makes the generality of the 


World 


+. Religion 

World take up their Religion for a Fa. 
ſhion ; they receive it according to the 
Country where they are born, and are 
therefore of that Religion, Theſe Men 
are Chriſtians, rather than 3 Or Hea- 
thens, becauſe that Syſtem had the For- 
tune to come firſt in their way, and be- 
ſpeak them at their Entrance into the 
World. 

There are too many that live in a 
perfect State of Indolence as to an Here- 
after; that put themſelves to no trouble 
on the Score of Faith, and neither pro- 
feſs, nor praCtiſe any Religion. There 
is indeed no ſuch thing as an Atheiſt; 
bur- the Went Men, whom we are moſt 
apt to ſuſpect of being given that way, 
are too lazy to determine in their own 
Minds whether there is a God or no: 
Their Indolence carries them ſo far, as to 
render them utterly careleſs and indiffe- 
rent upon ſo weighty a Matter, as well 
as upon the Nature of their own Souls, 
and the Conſequences of true Religion : 
They neither deny, nor grant any of 
theſe things; but, in reality, they never 
think on them at all. . 
It is roo plain, from Obſervation of 
Men and Manners, that Multitudes who 
have entred the Baptiſmal Vow, weigh it 
as little when they ſhould perform My as 

they 
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they did when they made it: They ſeem 
ro have no other Notion of Baptiſm, 
but as a Cuſtom of the Place, or a Time 
of Feaſting ; and conſider no farther Sig- 
nificancy in thoſe Spiritual Bonds, than 
they did in their Swadling-Cloaths : Nor 
can give any better Account why they 
took on them Chriſt's Livery, than why 
they wear ſuch Garments, as the com- 
mon Faſhion of the Country preſcribes 
them. 

I wiſh there was leſs Cauſe for Com- 
plaint on this Account, or that the ad- 


viſing to better Principles, were a cer- 


tain means to effect a Reformation. The 
beſt we can pretend to is, to define Re- 
ligion, to inculcate the great Duty of it, 
and inſinuate the certain Advantages re- 
ſulting from ir. | 
Religion may be conſider'd under Two 
General Heads; the firſt comprehending 
what we are to believe, the other what 
we are to practiſe. By thoſe things which 
we are to believe, I mean whatever is 
reveal'd to us in the Holy Writings, and 
which, we could not have obtain'd the 
Knowledge of by the Light of Nature; 
by the things which we are to practiſe, 


I mean all thoſe Duties to which we are 


directed by Reaſon Or Natural Religion. 
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278 Religion. 

As to that Part of Religion which con- 
ſiſts in Faith, and is contain'd in the Word 
of God, I ſhall beg leave to uſe the 
Phraſe of an Eminent Divine: To per- 
{wade Men to believe the Scriptures, (ſays 
He) I only offer this to their Conſidera- 
tion: If there be a God, whoſe Provi- 
dence governs the World, and all the 
Creatures in it, is it not reaſonable to 
think that he hath a particular Care of 
Men, the nobleſt Part of this viſible 
World? And ſeeing he hath made them 
capable of Eternal Duration, that he hath 
provided for their Eternal Happineſs, and 
{ufficiently reveal'd ro them the way to 
it, and the Terms and Conditions of it ? 
Now let any Man produce any Book in 
the World, that pretends to be from God, 
and to do this, that for the Matter of it 
is ſo worthy of God, the Doctrines where- 
of are ſo uſeful, the Precepts fo reaſo- 
nable, and the Arguments 1o, powerful, 
the Truth of all which was confirm'd by 
ſo many great and unqueſtionable Mira- 
cles, the Relation of which has been tranſ- 
mitted to Poſterity in publick and au- 
thentick Records, written by thoſe who 
were Eye and Ear-witneſſes of what they 
wrote, and free from Suſpicion of any 
worldly Intereſt and Deſign ; let any 
produce a Book like this, in all thefe 
reſpects ; 
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reſpects; and which, over and beſides, 
hath, by the Power and Reaſonableneſs 
of the Doctrines contained in it, pre- 
vail'd ſo miraculoully in the World, by 
weak and inconſiderable means, in oppo- 
© fition to all the Wit and Power of the 
World, and under ſuch Diſcouragements, 
a no other Religion was ever aſſaulted 
E with; Let any Man bring forth ſuch a 


Book, and he hath my Leave to believe 
it as ſoon as the Bible. But if there be 
none ſuch, as I am well aſſur'd there is 
nor, then evcry one that thinks God hath 
reveal'd himſelf ro Men, ought to em- 
brace and entertain the Doctrine of the 
Holy Scriptures as reveal'd by God. 
Indeed, the weak Apprehenſions of an 
imperfe&t Faith are not ſo much to be 
cenſur d as pitied ; it is a ſure way for the 
Heart to be prevented with the Aſſurance 
of the Omnipotent Power of God, to whom 
nothing is impoſſible: So ſhall the hard- 
eſt Points of Faith go down eaſily with 
us: If the Eye of our Mind looks up- 
ward, it ſhall meet with nothing to avert 
or interrupt it; but if right forward or 
downward, or round about, every thing 
is a Block in our way. There is indeed a 
difference betwixt Deſire of Aſſurance and 
Unbelief ; we Cannot be too careful to 
raiſe up to ourſelves Arguments to ſettle- 
-- "our 


ſtanding is limited and dubious ; by Faith 


and the Duties requir'd of him: The 


for the Advantages o 
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our Faith, to find out Feet for ir to ſtand 
upon, tho' they are but diſcurſive. In 
Matters of Faith, if Reaſons may be 
brought for the Conviction of the Gain- 
ſayers, it is well; if they be Helps, they 
cannot be Grounds of our Belief : In the 
moſt faithful Heart, there are ſome Sparks 
of Infidelity ; ſo to believe, that we ſhould 
have no Doubt at all, is ſcarce incident 
to Fleſh and Blood. It is a great Per. 
fection, if we have attain'd to overcome 
our Doubts, 

By Senſe and Reaſon a Man does but 
walk in Twilight, his Notions are con- 
fin'd to a narrow Compaſs, his Under- 


he goes a Length in Knowledge. he ſoars 
up to a Communication with his Maker, 
and learns the Reaſons of his Creation, 


Differences betwixt Religion and Reaſon, 

are beautifully ſet out by the great Mr. 

Dryden, and ought to 7 5 us a juſt Eſteem 
the former. 


Dim as the borrow'd Beams of Moon and 
| Stars 

To lonely, weary, wandring Travellers, 
Is Rose to the Soul: And at, on bigb, 
Thoſe romling Fires diſcover but the Sky, 


Not 
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Not light us here; ſo Reaſon's glimmering ? 


Ray 
Was lent, not to aſſure our doubtful Way, 
But guide us upward to a better Day. 
And, as thoſe nightly Tapers diſappear, 
When Day's bright Lord aſcends gur Hemi- 
ſphere; © | 
So pale grows Reaſon at Religion's Sight, 
So dies, and ſo diſſolves, in Supernat ral 
Light. 


The faithful Man, ſays Biſhop Hall, has 
Three Eyes; the firſt of Senſe, common 
to him with brute Creatures; the ſecond 
of Reafon, common to all en; the third 
of Faith, proper to his Profeſſion ; each 
whereof looketh beyond the other, and 
none of them medleth with the other's 
Objects. For neither doth the Eye of 
Senſe reach to intelligible things, and mat- 
ters of Diſcourſe ; nor the Eye of Reaſon 
to thoſe things which are ſupernatural and 
ſpiritual ; neither doth Faith look down 
to things that may be ſenſibly ſeen. If we 
were to diſcourſe ro a Brute Beaſt 
of the Depths of Philoſophy never 10 
plainly, he underſtands not, becauſe they 
are beyond the View of his Eye, which 
is only of Senſe: If to a mere carnal Man 
of Divine things, he perceiveth not the 
things of God, neither. indeed can do, 
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becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern'd. And 
therefore no wonder if thoſe things ſeem 
unlikely, incredible, and impoſlible to 
him, which the faithful Man, (having a 
proportionable means of Apprehenſion) 
doth as plainly ſee, as his Eye doth any 
ſenſible thing. Fell a plain Country-man 
that the Sun, or ſome higher or leſſer 
Star, is much bigger than his Cart-wheel 
or at leait, ſo many Scores bigger than 
the whole Earth; he laughs you to ſcorn, 
as affecting Admiration with a learned 
Untruth. Yer the Scholar, by the Eye 
cf Reaſon, doth as plainly ſee and ac- 
knowledge this Truth, as that his Hand 
is bigger than his Pen. 
What a thick miſt of Ignorance, what 
2 palpable, and more than Egyptian Dark- 
neſs, doth the natural Man live in! What 
a World is there that he doth not ſee at 
all! And how little doth he ſee in this 
which is his proper Element! There is no 
bodily thing, but the brute Creatures ſee 
as well as he, and ſome of them better, 
As for his Eye of Reaſon, how dim is it 
in thoſe things which are beſt fitted to it! 
What one thing is there in Nature which 
he doth perfectly know? What Herb, or 
Flower, or Worm, that he treads on, is 
there, whoſe true Eſſence he knoweth ? 
No, not ſo much as what is in his own 
Boſom 
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Boſom, what it is, where it is, or whence 
it is, that gives Being to himſelf. But 
for thoſe Things which concern the beſt 
World, he doth not ſo much as confuſedly 
ſee them; neither knoweth, whether they 
be, He ſees no whit into the great and 
awful Majeſty of God; he diſcerns him 
not in all his Creatures, filling the World 
with his infinite and glorious Preſence. 
He ſees not his wiſe Providence over- 
ruling all Things, diſpoſing all caſual E- 
vents, ordering all ſinful Actions of Men 


to his own Glory. He comprehends no- 


thing of the Beauty, Majeſty, Power, and 
Mercy of the Saviour of the World, fitting 
in his Humanity at his Father's right Hand. 
He ſees not the unſpeakable Happinels of 
the glorified Souls of the Saints. He ſees 
not the whole Heavenly Common-wealth 
of Angels (aſcending and deſcending to 
the behoof of God's Children) waiting 
upon him at all Times inviſibly, (not ex- 
cluded with coldneſs of Priſons, not de- 
folateneſs of Wilderneſſes) and the mul- 
titude of evil Spirits paſſing and ſtanding 
by him, to tempt him unto Evil; bur, 
like unto the fooliſh Bird when he hath 
hid his Head that he ſees No-body, he 
thinks himſelf altogether unſeen : And 
then counts himſelf Solitary, when his 


Eye 
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Eye can meet with no Companion, It 
was not without Cauſe, that we call x 
meer Fool a Natural. For however world- 
tings have ſtill Thought Chriſtians God's 
Fools, we know them to bethe Fools of the 
World. The deepeſt Philoſopher that ever 
was, (ſaving the Reverence of the Schools, 
is but an ignorant Sot compar'd to the 
ſimpleſt Chriſtian. For the weakeſt Chri- 
ſtian may, by plain Information, ſee ſome- 
what into the greateſt Myſteries of Na- 
ture, becauſe he hath the Eye of Reaſon 
common With the beſt : But the Philoſo- 
pher, by all the Demonſtration in the 
World, can conceive nothing of the My- 
ſteries of Godlineſs, becauſe he utterly 
wants the Eye of Faith. Tho' my in- 
fight into Matters of the World be fo 
ſhallow, that my Simplicity moveth Pitty, 
or maketh Sport unto others, it ſhall be 
my Contentment and Happineſs, that 1 
{ce further into better Matters. That 
which I ſee not, is worthleſs, and deſer- 
veth little better than Contempt; that 
which 1 ſee, is unſpeakable, ineſtimable, 
for Comfort, for Glory. 

Faith and Devotion naturally grow in 
the Mind of every reaſonable Man, who 
ſees the Impreſſions of Divine Power and 
Wiſdom in every Object on which he 
Caſts his Eye. The ſupream Being hat 

made 
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made the beſt Arguments for his own E- 
xiſtence in the Formation of the Heavens 
and the Earth, and thele are Arguments 
E which a Man of Senſe cannot forbear 
| attending to, who is out of the noiſe and 
hurry of human Affairs. Ariſtotle ſays, 
that ſhould a Man live under Ground, and 
there converſe with works of Art and Me- 
| chaniſm, and ſhould afterwards be brought 
up into the open Day, and ſee the ſeveral 
| Glories of Heaven and Earth, he would 
immediately pronounce them the Works 
of ſuch a Being as we define God to be. 
| How ealy is it to ſay, that if Infidelity 
did not lurk in the Hearts of Men, they 
durſt not do as they do ; they could not 
but do what they do not ? Durſt they 
Sin, if they were perſwaded of an Hell? 
Durſt they buy a Minute of Pleaſure at 
the Hazard of everlaſting Torments 2 
Could they ſo flight Heaven, if they be- 
liev'd it? Could they be ſo loth to poſ- 
{eſs it? Could they think much of a little 
painful Goodneſs, to purchaſe an Eter- 


nity of Happineſs? 

If any Man will offer a ſerious Argu- 
ment againſt any of the Principles of Reli- 
gion, Or Points of Faith, and will de- 
bate the matter ſoberly, as one that con- 
ſiders the infinite Conſequences of theſe 
things one way or other, andi would gladly 

| be 


more than the loſs of his Time in pur- 
ſuance of its Dictates; but if True, the 


of Religion were much leſs demonſtrable 


_ tyous, 


by giving us a Prolpect of a better be- 
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be ſatisfied, he deſerves to be heard what 
he can ſay; But if a Man will turn Re. 
ligion into Raillery, and confute it by 
Two or Three bold Jeſts, he doth not 
make Religion, but himſclf ridiculous, in 
the Opinion of all conliderate Men, be- 
cauſe he ſports with his Life and Salya- 


tion. It concerns every Man that would 


not trifle away his Soul, and fool him- 


ſelf into irrecoverable Miſery, with the 


greateſt Seriouſneſs to examine the Mat- 
ter, without taking ſenſual and worldly In- 
tereſts into Conſideration. Religion muſt 


either be True or Falſe : If Falſe, the 


religious Man, and ſtrict Obſerver of all 
the Precepts of Self-denial, ventures no 


vicious Man is of all Men moſt Miſe— 
rable: We muſt tremble at the very 
Thoughts of what unutterable and incom- 
rehenſible Torments we ſee him daily 
eaping upon himſelf. Tho' the Truth 


than it really is, certainly there is no 
ſenſible Man but would chuſe to be Vir- 


Religion ſeems to point us out the rea- 
dy way to the right Enjoyment of Life, 


vnd it: Without this view we mult look 
Be | on 


* 
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on our Condition with Contempt, and 
think ourſelves unhappy to be pent up 
in Fleſh, only to be the Objects of Ca- 
lamity and Prey of Diſtempers. Burnet, 
in his Theory of the Earth, has ſet this 
Thought in an excellent Light. What is 
this Life, ſays he, but a Circulation of little 
mean Actions? We lie down and riſe again, 
dreſs and undreſs, feed and wax hungry, work 
or play, and are weary, and then we lie down 
again, and the Circle returns. We ſpend the 
Day in Trifles, and when the Night comes, 
we throw ourſelves into the Bed of Folly, 
amongſt Dreams, and broken Thoughts, and 
wild Imaginations, Our Reaſon lies aſleep 
by us, and we are, for the time, as errant 
Brutes as thoſe that ſleep in the Stalls, or in 
the Fields. Are not the Capacities of Man 
bigher than theſe ? And ought not his Ambi- 
tion and Expectation to be greater? Let us be 
Adventurers for another World; tis at leaſt a 
fair and noble Chance ; and there is nothing 
in this worth our Thoughts, or our Paſſions. 
If we ſhould be diſappointed, we are ſtill no 
worſe than the reſt of our Fellow Mortals ; 
and if we ſucceed in our Expectations, we are 
eternally Happy. 

The Proſpect of a future State is the 
ſecret Comfort and Refreſhment of our 
Souls, it is that which makes Nature 
look Gay about us; it doubles all our 

| Pleaſures, 


288 Religion. 
Pleaſures, and ſupports us under all our 
Afffictions. We can look at Diſappoint- 
ments and Misfortunes, Pain and Sick- 
neſs, Death itſelf, and what is worſe than 
Death, the loſs of thoſe who are deareſt 
to us, with indifference, ſo long as we 
keep in view the Pleaſures of Eternity, 
and the State of being, in which there 
will be no Fears nor: Apprehenſions, 
Pains nor Sorrows, Sickneſs nor Separa- 
tion. Why will any Man be ſo imper- 
tinently Officious, as to tell as all this is 
only Fancy and Deluſion? Is there any 
Merit in being the Meſſenger of ill News: 
If it is a Dream, let us enjoy it, fince it 
makes us both the happier and better 
Men. | d N 
Infidelity indeed has been pretty well 
driven out of all its Outworks. The 
Atheiſt has not found his Poſt tenable, 
and is therefore retir'd into Dei/m, and a 
disbelief of reveal'd Religion only. But 
the Truth of it is, the greateſt Number 
of this Set of Men, are thoſe, who for 
want of a virtuous Education, or exami- 
ning the Grounds of Religion, know ſo 
very little of the matter in Queſtion, 
that, their Infidelity is but another Term 
for their Ignorance. They are wedded 
to Opinions full of Contradiction and 
Impollibility, and at the ſame time look 
upon 
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upon the fmalleſt Difficulty in an Article 
of Faith as a ſufficient Reaſon for reje- 
Ring it. Notions chat fall in with the 
common Reaſon of Mankind, that are 
conformable to the Senſe of all Ages and 
Nations, not to mention their Ten- 
dency tor promoting the Happineſs of 
Societies, or of particular Perſons, are 
exploded as Errors and Prejudices; and 
Schemes erected in their ſtead, that are al- 
together Monſtruous and Irrational, and 
require the moſt extravagant Credulity 
to embrace them. I would fain ask one 
of theſe begotted Inſidels, {uppoling all 
the great. Points of Atheiſm, as the caſual 
or cternal Formation of the World, the 
Materiality of a thinking Subſtance, the 
Mortality of the Soul, the Fortuitous Or- 
ganization of the Body, the Motions and 
Gravitations of Matter, with the like par- 
ticulars, were laid together, and formed 
into a kind of Creed according to the 
inions of the moſt celebrated Atheiſts; 
I fay, ſuppoſing ſuch a Creed as this were 
formed; and impoſed upon any One Peo- 
ple in the World, whether it: would nor 
require an /infinitely greater Meaſure of 
Faith than any ſet of Articles which they 
ſo violently:oppolſe. ee. 
Could 1 fee that Man who was really 
perſwaded . there is Os, I ſhould hear 
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Pleaſures, and ſupports us under all our 
Aﬀictions. We can look at Diſappoint- 
ments and Misfortunes, Pain and Sick- 
neſs, Death itſelf, and what is worſe than 
Death, the loſs of thoſe who are deareſt 
to us, with indifference, ſo long as we 
keep in view the Pleaſures of Eternity, 
and the State of being, in which there 
will be no Fears nor Apprehenſions, 
Pains nor Sorrows, Sickneſs nor Separa- 
tion. Why will any Man be ſo imper- 
tinently Officious, as to tell us alb this is 
only Fancy and Deluſion ? Is there any 
Merit in being the Meſſenger of ill News: 
If it is a Dream, let us enjoy it, fince it 
makes us both the happier and better 
Men. 

Infidelity indeed has been pretty well 
driven out of all its Outworks. The 
Atheiſt has not found his Poſt tenable, 
and is therefore retir'd into Dei/m, and a 
disbelief of reveal'd Religion only. But 
the Truth of it is, the greateſt Number 
of this Set of Men, are thoſe, who for 
want of a virtuous Education, or exami- 
ning the Grounds of Religion, know ſo 
very little of the matter in Queſtion, 
that, their Infidelity is but another Term 
for their Ignorance. They are wedded 
to Opinions full of Contradiction and 
Impollibility, and at the ſame time look 
upon 
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upon the fmalleſt Difficulty in an Article 
Jof Faith as à ſufficient Reaſon for reje- 
ing it. Notions chat fall in with the 
common Reaſon of Mankind, that are 
conformable to the Senſe of all Ages and 
Nations, not to mention their Ten- 
dency for promoting the Happineſs of 
Societies, or of particular Perſons, are 
exploded as Errors and Prejudices; and 
schemes erected in their ſtead, that are al- 
together Monſtruous and Irrational, and 
require the moſt extravagant Credulity 
to embrace them. I would fain ask one 
| of theſe begotted Infidels, ſuppoſing all 
the great Points of Atheiſm, as the caſual 
or eternal Formation of the World, the 
| Materiality of a thinking Subſtance, the 
Mortality of the Soul, the Fortuitous Or- 
ganization of the Body, the Motions and 
Gravitations of Matter, with the like par- 
ticulars, were laid together, and formed 
into a kind of Creed according to the 
Opinions of the moſt celebrated Atheiſts; 
I fay, ſuppoſing ſuch a Creed as this were 
formed, and impoſed upon any One Peo- 
ple in the World, whether it- would nor 
require an infinitely greater Meaſure of 
Faith than any ſet of Articles which they 
ſo violently oppoſe. © 
Could 1 fee that Man who was reall 
perſwaded. there mu God, I ſhould hear 
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at leaſt by what ſtrange convincing Ar. 
guments he had found it out. One would 
expect from ſuch as act contrary from al 
the World beſides, and contradict the com. 
mon receiv'd Principles, that they kney 
more than other Men; that their Reaſon 
were plain, and their Arguments con- 
vincing. But the Impoſſibility I find my 


ſelf under of proving there is no God, is af 


I:«monſtration to me that there is One. 
Now as I cannot but believe the k. 
xiltence of a God, and know my own 
State Mortal and Tranſitory, 1 muſt look 
on myſelf as dependant on bis Power, | 
cannot help believing my ſelf his Cres. 
ture, that! owe him Worſkip and Reve 
rence for all the Bleſſings of Life, and the 
Neceſlity of ſuch Obſervance points out 
to me a form of Religion. If my Reli. 
gion be falſe, it is a Snare, which I mul 
own to be laid with ſuch Temptations, 
that 1 could not avoid ruſhing into, and 
be ing caught by: What Majeſty, what 


Glory, are in its Myſteries ! What a Con- 


nexion in all the ſeveral Parts of its Do- 
Ctrine! How vcry Rational is it! How 
candid and innocent in its Morals ! Who 
can ſtand againſt the Strength of ſo many 
Millions of Witnefles, the moſt moderate 
and wiſeſt of Men, who, during Three 
whole Ages, ſucceeded one ne 

whom 
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whom the Senſe of the ſame Truth ſo 
conſtantly ſupported in their Exiles, in 
the darkeſt Dungeons, the moſt painful 
Torments, and even in Death itſelf? 
Take, ſet open Hiſtory, run it over thro” 
all its Parts, take it from the beginning of 
the World, from the Dawn of its Crez- 
tion 3 was there ever any thing like this ? 
Could all the Power of God himſelf have 
laid a fitter Plot to deceive me? How 
then ſhould I eſcape 2 Whether ſhould L 
run? And how ſhould I find any thing 
better ? Nay, but half ſo good? If I muſt 
Periſh, tis this way I will periſh. To 
deny the Being of a God, would indeed 
ſuit my Inclinations much better than 
ſuffering my ſelf to be deluded, tho by 
ſo plautible and fo ſpecious a Pretence: 
But | have examin'd thoroughly, have en- 
deavour'd all 1 could, and ſtill want the 
Power to be an Atheiſt. Thus am I forc'd 
back on my Religion, and compell'd to 
ſtick to ĩt. | | 

The whole World, were it made for 
Man, is, ina Literal Senſe, the leaſt thing 
Cod has done for Man, the proof of which 
may be drawn from Religion. Man is 
therefore neither Preſumptuous, nor Vain, 
vVhen he ſubmits to the Evidence of Truth, 
ef and owns the Advantages he has receiv'd; 
d 
1 


much rather might he be tax d with Blind. 
2 neſs 
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neſs and Stupidity, did he refuſe to yeild 
himſelf convinc'd through the Multitude 
of Proofs which Religion — 2 before him, 
to ſhew him the greatneſs of his Privi- 
ledges, the certainty of his Refuge, the 
reaſonableneſs of his Hopes, and to teach 
him what he is, and what he may be. 

: There is a vaſt Difference between be. 
ing fincerely Religious, and zealouſly de. 
firing to be thought ſo: The Profeſſor 
are not obliged to throw a ſevere Sanctiiy 
into their Faces, to abſtain from the ap- 
pearances of Mirth and Pleaſantry, and 
account them the Marks of a Carnal 
Mind : To make a Conſcience of wear- 
ing a ſorrowful Countenance, and to be, 
in a manner, eaten up with Spleen and 
Melancholy. It is miltaking the Nature 
of Religion, to think it conſiſts in an un- 
chearfulneſs of Heart. It is entertaining 
wrong Notions of Piety, and a Weaknels 
of Underſtanding, to love to indulge this 
uncomfortable way of Life, and give up 
ourſelves à Prey to Grief and Melan- 
choly: For Superſtitzous Fears and ground: 
leſs Scruples to cut us off from the Plex: 
ſures of Converſation, and all thoſe fo- 
cial Entertainments which are not on) 
Innocent, but laudable; as if Mirth wa 
made for Reprobates, and chearfulnch 
7 1121 5 


— 


Religion. 293 
of Heart denied thoſe who are the only 
| Perſons that have a proper Title to it. 

It is not the Buſineſs of Virtue or Reli- 
gien to extirpate the Affections of the 
Mind, but to regulate them. They may 
moderate or reſtrain, but were not de- 
ſign'd to baniſh Gladneſs from the Heart 
| of Man. Religion contracts the Circle of 
our Pleaſures, bur leaves it wide enough 
| for her Votaries to expatiate in. The 
Centemplat ion of the Divine Being, and 
the Exerciſe of Virtue, are in their own. 
Nature ſo far from excluding all Glad- 
neſs of Heart, that they are perpetual 
Sources Of it. In a Word, the true Spirit 
of Religion clears, as well as compoſes the 
Soul; it baniſhes indeed all Levity of Be- 
baviour, all vicious and diſſolute Mirth ; 
but in exchange fills the Mind with a per- 
petual Serenity, uninterrupted Chearfulneſs, 
and an. habitual Inclination to pleaſe o- 
thers, as well as to be pleas'd in itſelf. 

It is the Remark of Plutarch, that our 
great Ignorance of, and want of Ac- 
quaintance with the Divine Beings, moſt. 
naturally runs in Two Streams ; where- 
of the One in harſh and courſe Tem- 
pers, as in dry and ſtubborn Soils, pro- 
duces Atbeiſm; and the other, in the 
more tender and flexible, as in moiſt and 
WW yeilding Grounds, a Superſtitious Dread. 

| * 2 _ Atheiſm, 
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Atheiſm, which is a misjudging that 
there are no bleſſed and incorruptible 

Beings, tends yet, by a disbelief of their Di. 

vinity, to bring Men to a ſort of Uncon- 
| cernedneſs and indifferency of Temper : 
| For the Deſign of thoſe that deny a God, 
N is to eaſe ae of his Fear. But 
Superſtition appears by its Appellation to 
be Hy Opinion 44) Conceit, 
productive of ſuch mean and abjeQ Ap- 
prehenſions, as debaſe and break a Man's 
Spirits, while he thinks there are Divine 
Powers indeed, but withal, ſower and vin- 
dictive Ones. So that the Atheiſt is not 
at all, and the Superſtitious 15 not duly, 
affected with the Thoughts of God ; Igno- 
rance depriving the One of the Senſe of 
his Goodneſs, and ſuperadding to the 
Other a perſuaſion of his Cruelty. 4 
theiſm then is but falſe reaſoning Single, 
bur. Superſtition ſuperadds a Paſſion. 

This then is the very Caſe of the Arheift 
and blind Dewvotionary ; the former ſces 
not God at all, the latter believes his exi- 
tence ; the former wholy overlooks him, 
but the latter miſtakes his Benignity for 
| Terror, his paternal Affection for Ty- 

ranny, his Providence for Cruelty, and 

his frank Simplicicy for Savageneſs and 
Brutality. | 


We 
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We ought particularly to defend our 
geaſon againſt both theſe abominable 
Errors; to deny the Being of a Divinity, 
land utterly to throw off his Protect ion 


we can do to our own Souls; ſo to con- 
ſeſs him, and yet with that ſervile Fear 
that may prejudice his Mercy, is a Pro- 
phanation of his ſacred Eſſence. As we 
tought to reſt aſſured that there is a God, 
ſo let us believe that there is One will 
take care of us, both under a preſent 
Affliction, and the Apprehenſion of a di- 
ſtant Evil. So ſhall we be ſecure, that 
either God, by his Providence, will prevent 
he Evils we fear, or will /xpport us under 
hem when they come. It is impoſſible 
or any Man who fees only the {malleſt 
art of the Univerſe, to doubt of a free 


his Wickedneſs it becomes his Intereſt 
here ſhould be nore. For certainly there 
ever was any Man who ſaid there was 
o God, but he wiſh'd it firſt, When 


omes Expedient for them that there 
ould” be none; and then they Endea- 
our to perſuade themſelves fo, and: are 
glad to find Arguments to fortify them- 
elves in that Perſuaſion. It was good 


ounſel given to the Athenians, to be ve- 


O 4 ry 


and Providence, is the greateſt Injury 


and ſupream Being, until by the Senſe of 


Men live as if there were no God, it be- 
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ry careful Phillip of Macedon was dead, be- 
fore they expreſt their Joy at his Death, 
leaſt they might find him alive to revenge 
their haſty Triumph; and fo let the A. 
theiſts be ſure there is no God, before they 


preſume thus to defy him, leaſt they find 


him at laſt afſert his Being in their De- 
ſtruction, 


Weak Man, that loves to deceive him- 
lelf with fuperficial Arguments, and filme 
over the wound of his Folly, has too of- 
ten queſtion'd the certainty of Providence, 
from the Compaſſion and long Suffering of 
the Divinity, from the Calamities under 
which the Good and Virtuous Groan, 
from the Proſperity of thoſe that deſerve 
it not, and the Impunity of Wretches 
who ſeem to dare the Arm of Vengeance, 
and provoke God to aſſert his Omnipo- 
tence. It becomes not the Supream Deity, 
fay theſe Caſuiſts, to be remiſs in any 
thing, but more eſpecially in the Proſc- 
cution of the Wicked; ſince they them- 
ſelves are no ways Negligent or Dilatory 
in doing Miſchief, but are always driven 
on by the, moſt rapid Impetuoſities of their 

Paſſions to Acts of Injuſtice, 
It is aſaying of Thucidides, that Revenge 
which follows Injury cloſeſt at the Heels, 
preſently puts a ſtop to the Progreſs of 
{uch as make Advantage of ſucceſsful 
5 Wicked- 
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Wickednels : Therefore there is no Debt, 


with ſo much Prejudice put off, as that 


of Juſtice ; for it weakens the Hopes of 


the Perfons wrong'd, and renders them 
| Comfortleſs and Penſive, but heightens 
the boldneſs ànd daring Inſolence of the 
Oppreſſor. Were the Impieties of Enor- 
mous Tranſgreſſors, ſay theſe ſhallow Diſ- 
| putants, {ingly ſcourg'd and repreſs'd by 
immediate Severity, it would bring them 
at Length to a Senſe of their Folly, hum- 
ble them, and ſtrike them with an Awe of 
the Divine Being, whom they find with 

a watchful Eye beholdingthe Actions and 
| Paſſions of Men, and feel to be no Dila- 
tory, but a ſpeedy Avenger of Iniquity : 
Whereas that ſame remiſs and flow-pac'd 


Fuſtice, as Euripides deſcribes it, that falls 


upon the Wicked by Accident, by rea- 
ſon of its Incertainty, ill-rim'd Delay, and. 
diſorderly Motion, ſeems rather to re- 
ſemble Chance than Providence. 

The Old Heathens, who had more per- 
tc&t Notions of a fuperior Providence, 
than theſe weak Chriſtians, wiſely paint- 
ed divine Vengeance, Plumbeis Pedibus, 


at ferreis Manibus, with Leaden Feet, but 
with Iron Hands : Intimating, that how. 


ever ſlowly the juſt Vengeance of the 


Gods crept after Offenders, yet when it 
once over-took them in their Iniquity, its 
Cx. Se- 
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Severity would compenſate for the De- 
lay, and their Reprieve from Sorrow. 
How bold and daring an Arrogance is it 
in Us, that are but Mortal Men, to dive 
too far into the incomprehenſible My- 
ſteries of the Divinity! It. is more ridi- 
culous, as well as Inſolent, than if per- 
ſons wholly void of Knowledge, ſhould 
undertake to judge of the Methods and 
Reaſon of cunning Artiſts by ſlight Opi- 
nions and probable Conjectures of their 
own. How deſpicable ſhould we account 
tne. Man, who underſtands nothing of 
the Science, yet would be giving reaſons 
for a Phyſician's Proceeding with his pa- 
tient, and why he rather gave Lenitives, 
than harſher Potions ! So likewiſe it is 
neither eaſy nor ſafe, to ſpeak other- 
wiſe of the ſupream Being, than only 
this, That he alone it is, who knows the 
moſt convenient Time to apply proper 
Corroſves for the Cure of Sin and Impi- 
ety, and, as Medicines, to adminiſter Pu- 
-niſhments to every Tranſgreſſor, yet not 
conkn'd to an equal Quality and Meaſuie 
common to all Diſtempers, nor to one 


and the ſame time. Pindar, ſpeaking of 


the Eternal Ruler and Lord of all things, 
gives him the Title of the moſt perfect 
Arti cer; as being the. great Author and 


' Diſtributor of Juſtice, to whom it properly 


belongs 
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delongs to determine, at what time, in 
| what manner, and to what degree, to 
puniſh every particular Offendor, 


There is no greater Benefit that Men 


can enjoy from God, than by the Imita- 

tion and Purſuit of theſe perfections, and 
that Sanctity which is in him, to be ex- 
cited to the Study of Virtue. Therefore 
he, with Forbearance and at Leiſure, in- 
flicts his Puniſhments upon the Wicked, 
not that he is afraid of committing an 
| Error, or of repenting, ſhould he acce- 


lerate his Indignation; but to eradicate 


that brutiſh and eager Deſire of Revenge 
| that reigns in Human Breaſts; and to 


teach us, that we are not, in the Heat of 


Fury, nor when our Anger heaving {wells 
up above our Underſtanding, to fall 1 — 
| thoſe who have done us an Injury, like 
| ſuch as ſeek to gratify a vehement Thirſt 
| Or craving e But that we ſhould 
in imitation of this mild neſs and forbear- 
| ance, with due Compoſure of Mind, (till 
after ſuch ſuſſicient time for Conſidera- 
| tion taken, as may admit of no Repen- 
tance,) give way to the Deſire of Cha- 
ſtiſement or Correction. 

probable it is, ſays Plutarch, that God, 
whatever diſtemper'd Soul it be which 
he perſecutes with his Divine Juſtice, 
| obſerves the Motions and Inclinations of 
it, 
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30 
it, Whether they be ſuch as tend to Re- 
pentance ; and allows time for the Refor- 
mation of thofe, whoſe Wickedneſs is nei- 
ther Invincible or Incorrigible : Well 
knowing, what a proportion of Virtue, 
Souls from himſelf, convey'd to Gene- 
ration, carry along with them, and how 
ſtrong and vigorous their innate and pri- 
mitive Good yet continues. For Wick- 
edneſs buds forth preternaturally, upon 
the Corruption of bad Diet and evil Con- 
verſation; but then ſome Souls re cover- 
ing again to perfect Cure, or an indit- 
ferent Habitude, is the Reaſon the 
Deity does not inflict his Puniſhments 

alike ugen ... 
Were this Argument of Ten Thouſand 
Times leſs Force and Prevalence than 
it is, the certain Remorſe of Conſcience 
in the Guilty is a convincing Argument 
of a Divine Providenee, a tacit Condem- 
nation of them for acting againſt their 
Duty; and in thoſe Duties, Which ſhould 
be perform'd, is Religion implied. Are 
not the Minds of the Impious diſtreſsd 
with Fears and Sorrows, ungrateful Re- 
membrances, Suſpxiòns of Fururiry, and 
Diſtruſts of preſent Rècidents? And what 
do theſe Anxieties and Terrors amount 
to, but Accuſations for omitted Duties? 
Every Man is a little World within Kak 
| | elf ; 
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ſelf; and in this little World there is a 
Court of Judicature erected, wherein, next 
under God, the Conſcience fits as the u- 
preme Judge, from whom there is no 
Appeal, that paſſeth Sentence upon Us, 
upon all our Actions, upon all our In- 
tentions; for our Perſons, abſolving One 
condemning Another; for our Actions, 
allowing One, forbidding Another; if 
that condemn Us, in vain ſhall all the 
World beſide acquit Us; and it that clear 
Us, the Doom, which the World paſſeth 
upon Us, is frivolous and ineffectual. 

But allowing that the delay of Sinner's 
Puniſhments be no Argument againſt the 
over-ruling of Providence, and that Con- 
{cience is the Appeal in our Boſom of 
Right or Wrong; yet there are other 
Miſtaken Notions countenanc'd amongſt 
Men, to the Dilcouragement of Religion. 
It is too frequently look'd upon as an 
Object of Terror, an Extinguiſher of Plea- 
{ure and Vivacity, a Motive of Reſerve, 
and Gloomineſs; that it muſt draw Men 
from all Converſe and Social Enjoyment, 
and tye. them up to Solitude and. Con- 
templation. Theſe Views are all of Pre- 
judice and Error; for, as I have already 
obſerv'd, true Religion is Chearful and 
Affable, delights in all Innocent Plea- 
ſures, and only controuls thoſe that are 

Guilty 
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Guilty: The rigid and preciſe Demea- 
nour, is rather Phariſaical, than Devout. 
Religion has a Superiority above all 
other things, and is as neceſſary to our 
living Happy in this World, as it is to our 
being ſav'd in the next; it makes Men 
obedient to Government, and confor- 
mable to Laws; it makes Men peaceable 
to each other, it heals the Natures of Men 
and ſweetneſs their Spirits; it corrects 
their Paſſions, and mortiſies all thoſe Luſts, 
which are the Cauſes of Enmity and Di. 
viſions. If Men would live as Religion 
requires they ſhould, the World would 
be a quiet Habiraiion : And the true Rea- 
ſon why the Societies of Men are fo full 
of Tumult and Diſorder, is becauſe there 


is ſo little true Religion among them, 


So that if it were not for ſome ſmall Re- 
mainders of Piety and Virtue, which are 
yet ſcatter d amongſt Mankind, humane 
Scciety would in a ſhort time disband 
and run into Confuſion, the Earth would 
grow wild and become a great Forreſt, 
and Men would turn Beaſts of Prey One 
to Another. Indecent Feuds and Hoſtili- 
ties have been, of Old, the Reproach of 
humane kind —— _ | 


Sevi, inter ſe convenit Urſis ; 
Homo homini Lupus 


ſays 
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ſays Juvenal; the rugged Bears live in 
Amity with themſelves. but one Man is 
as a Wolf to another, and would tear his 
Throat out. 

Religion has ſo great an Influence up- 
on the Felicity of Man, that it ought to 
de upheld out of Regard to their Tem- 
poral Peace and Proſperity, as well as to 
their Eternal: It qualifies all ſorts of 
Men, and makes them in publick Af- 
fairs the more ſerviceable, Governo: s 
apter to rule with Conſcience, and Infe- 
riors, for Conſcience fake, the willinger 
to obey. 

Thoſe, who, upon the pretence of the 
Difficulties of Religion, abandon them- 
{elves to a wicked courſe of Life, may 
eaſily be convinc'd, (tho' perhaps when 
'tis too late) that they took more pains 


to make themſelves miſerable, than they 


need have done to bring them to Happi- 
neſs. There is no Proportion betwixt 
the Sufferings of this World and the 
Glories of the next: Between Heav'n, 
and an Eſtate ; between the Span of a 


Man's Life, and the Days of Eterniry, 


Theſe things conſider'd, I take it to be a 
Chriſtian's Duty to be moderate in his 
Purſuits here, to walk by Faith, and not 
by Sight, and tranſplant his AﬀeCtions 
from Earth co Heaven. A Perſon truly 
EE | | Reli- 
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Religious, prefers Regularity of Practice, 
peace of Conſcience, Divine Favour, and 
Expectations beyond Death, to all other 
things. Thoſe who are not willing to 
part With their Eaſe, to baulk their Plea- 
{ure, to ſacrifice their Intereſt, upon this 
Score, are ſhort in their Piety. God is 
the fartheſt Object of their Deſire. And 
certainly, when our Faith has once ſoar d 
to his Knowledge, our Practiſe muſt 
follow that Knowledge with Obedience 
to his Commands, and adherence to 
enjoyn'd Duty. Nor let the Words of 
Duty and Obedience ſcare us, for we have 
our Saviour's own aſſurance to encou- 
rage us, that bis yoak is eaſy, and his bur- 
then light. FO 
In ſhort, when we are once come to 
believe the Exiſtence of a God, we can- 
not but worſhip him, or know we ſin in 
not doing it; and after this, Morality 
will be a great part of our Religion. All 
our Task is to live fo uprightly, as not 
to incur the Reproach of our own Con- 
{cience; to love our Neighbours, to do 
Juſtice betwixt Man and Man, by the 
ſame Meaſure and proportion as we de- 
ſire it ſhould be return'd to our ſelves. 
Theſe are the Injunctions which will 
ſecure our Happineſs hereafter, and can 
be no bar to our preſent Enjoyments. 
| We 
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We may be Devout, and not preciſe; Re- 

ligious, and not auſtere; may keep up to 
all the Offices and Commands of Obe- 
dience impos'd, yet not be reſtrain'd from 
any Pleaſures innocent or reaſonable. So 
that Religion is only a Curb to Tempers 
of Impiety, a Reſtriction on Profaneneſs, 
a Bar to Libertiniſm, and a ſtrong Check 
to Injuſtice and Immorality : But where 
our Inclinations and our Pleaſures are 
bounded by Reaſon, Honour, and Mora- 
lity, Religion 1s a choice Companion and 
Comforter, a Guide and Counſellor, a 
Spur to, and a Seaſoner of our Recrea- 


of our Solitude. 


0 „ 


* 
— * 
8 " 


"'* w/ 4 
— — D N ö 
rr 2 
TL — = 


tions, the Life of Society, and Relict 


: 
4 
i 
N 
| 
| 
; 
| 


rr 


3 


— 
— S KK 2 
r oo 


r 


——ç— 


„ „ 


. 
— — 
= ” = * 


— 


= 
Je 
AE 


YO 
S 


| DETRACTION. 


LEtraction and Calumny are Cer- 
tainly the meaneſt and moſt 
ungenerous Vices a Man can 
2 K be guilty of; they make us 
viicly prey on theReputation of another 
withour the leaſt real Addition to our own. 
I muſt confeſs I ſhould always ſuſpe& 
that Man to have a very flender pre- 
tence to merit, who would labour to im- 
poſe this Belief upon-me, by declaiming 
at the Imperfections of another., They 
are Frailties which carry a great Spice of 
Envy with them, without any Noble mix- 
ture of Emulation. If I muſt look into 
the Failings of a third Perſon, I ought 
to make them Leſſons of Inſtruction to 
myſelf; to refine upon his Deficiencies, 
not declaim on them. I remember a ve- 
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ry good Reprimand to Cenſure, in a Play 
of Shakeſpear's, Give every Man accord- 
| ing to his Deſerts, ſays he, and who 
| ſhall ſcape whipping? Let us examine 
' whether we do not, in ſome reſpect, de- 
| ſerve the Laſh, before we bind up the 
Scourge for our Neighbour. 
| — Slander, ſays Theophraſtus, is a ſecret 
F propenſity of Mind to think ill of all 
| Men, and afterwards to utter ſuch Sen- 
| timents in ſcandalous Expreſſion. It has 
been an Infirmity that has flouriſh'd in 
all times; and the old World, as well as 
the New, produc'd Advocates for Defa- 
mation. There is a little Spleen, inhe- 
rent in Humane Nature, which, when 
it is not corrected and alter'd by Reh- 
gion or Philoſophy, feeds it ſelf on glea- 
ning up ImperfeCtions ; which is very li- 
beral of diſgorging itſelf ro the Diſad- 
vantage of others, but very ſparing and 
unwilling to allow them the real Merit 
of their Good Actions. 5 
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There is a Luſt in Man, no Charm can tame, 
Of loudly publiſhing bis Neighbour's Shame : 

On Eagles wings immortal Scandals fly, 

While virtuous Add ions are but born and dye, 
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Says Juvenal. As I have already, on a 
different Subject in this Treatiſe, taken 
1 notice 
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notice that Jealouſy of another's Virtue 
is a tacit Confeſſion of our own want of 
Merit, ſo I may with reaſon ſay the ſame 
of Detraction. We would never liſten 

| to injurious Reports, if we were not 

if doubiful our own Characters ſtood in 

1 need of being defended from a Plea of 
[ Error in that of our Neighbour ; and 

were conſcious our Reputation muſt 

14 ſtand on the bottom of Frailties, with 

1 which others are overtaken. Aliquando 
bonus dormitat Homerus, has been an Ex- 
cuſe for too many Errors in Poeſy. The 
great Homer was ſometimes aſleep, and 
why ſhould we be deny, d the Priviledge 
of Nodding ? Theſe fort of Arguments, 

I ſay, found our Exemption from prece- 
dented Error; inſtead of which we 
ſhould owe our Characters only to our 
own Merit, and nor viſible Defaults in 


others. It is an honeſt and worthy Ma- 
xim of Menander s. 


ONS 3 Ha Boxiaus Te Ni cu aM. 
He movness d urꝭs Su 1d Te Tos, 

| H Terra ma Tues yvouln Wye, A 
| 


He that lends an eaſy and credulous Ear to 
1 Calumny, is either a Man of very ill Morals, 
' or has no more Senſe and Underſtanding than a 
| Child, We take ſo many Notions from 
Pre ju- 
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prejudice and Prepoſſeſſions, that the 
Faults we are too fond of declaiming 
againſt, are generally founded on Sug- 
geſtions of Partiality; yet we give our 
Tongues as great a looſe in running them 
down, as if they were not only real Blots, 


but as if we our ſelves were out of a Polſ- © 


{bility of being cenſured for any Errors 
or Slips in Conduct. 


I remember to have read, amongſt the 
Epiſtles of Phalaris, a Reproof from that 


Tyrant to Cleoſtratus, which is a Leſſon 


of general Advice to all ſuch as indulge 
themſelves in a Liberty of Carping and 
Calumny : I can but think it (lays he) a 
Subje t of Laughter as well as Wonder, 
that you take upon you to play the Cen- 
ſor, and ſet up for a Reformer of Man- 
ners; 1% 38 d Mels innwuay ehfpanigWey, 
d ννονο A] N yell mons Tm netas : For 
he that aſſumes a Pretenſion of correcting 


Others, ought to be free from the Impu- 


tations of the leaſt Propenſity to Vice 
himſelf. 

But however Severe and Cenſorious 
we are as to the Errors of Others, we 
carry a preverſe fooliſh Fondneſs in our 
Boſoms, which wiil not let us diſcern 
half our own Imperfections; and thoſe 
we do diſcern, teaches us to connive at em 
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Stultus 22 improbus hic amor eſt, dignuſque 


notari. 
Cum tua pervideas oculis mala lippuis ini n- 
cis: | 
Cur in amicorum vitiis tam cernis acutum, 
Huam aut Aquila, aut Serpens Epidaurius? 


Says Horace: If Men would but take ſe- 


date Reaſons along with their Paſſion, 
they muſt conclude that they cannot 
Monopolize the Priviledge of Defamation; 
that the Airs they give themſelves will be 
taken notice of, and the Liberties they 
uſe with other Peoples Characters, end 
in the World's Examination of their own. 
As a Spirit of Detraction and Calumny 
makes a Man ſhun'd and hated by Com- 


pany, who look upon him like a baſe 


Writ of Enquiry into their Words and 
Actions; fo on the contrary, a Candid 
Diſpoſuion, that is for taking every thing 
by the beſt Handle, as our Vulgar term 
it; that is rather for finding an Excuſe for 
an Error, than ſpreading it out in its 
blackeſt Colours ; ſuch a Candid Diſpo- 
fition, I ſay, gives a Man Love, Reſpect, 
and Reverence, makes him embrac'd and 
courted by all Society ; is a Curb on 
Scandal and Back biting ; and gains him 
the Applauſe even of thoſe Reyilers, who 
dclight in ſpeaking Evil. 

Ve 
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We ought to make uſe of Generoſity in 
our Cenſures, and ſpare giving our O- 
pinions in ſuch a Manner as may favour 
of Rancour and ill-natured Severity, 

There is hardly an Error, but may be 
palliated by a favourable Conſtruction, 
and made more Black than ir really is, 
by the Venom of a malicious Tongue, and 
the Oratory of IIL-will: Now as this is 
certain beyond Contradiction, it is much 
Nobler in Us to ſalve than dcclaim againſt 
the Imperfections of our Fellow Creatures 
Quia fit quædam Virtutibus ac Vitiis vicini- 
tas, utendum proximd derivatione Verborum, ut 
pro temerario fortem, pro prodigo liberalem, 
pro avaro parcum vocemus! Says Quintilian. 
That becauſe there is a certain Nearneſs 
and Affinity in Virtues and Vices, we are 
to make uſe of the Word that comes 
neareſt to the Expreſſion of the thing, fo 
that we muſt ſtile a raſh Man brave, a 
Prodigal liberal, a and Miſer ſaving. We 
ſhould look on the failings of Another, 
as a Father does on the Deformities of 
his Children ; term Squinting, a Caſt of 
the Eye; immoderate Laughter, the 
height of good Humour; and impertinent 
Loquacity, a Deſire of being obliging in 
Company: 

But, for the Generality, we are ſo much 
the Reverſe of this, that we are even for 
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grimacing upon Virtue, and turning good 
Qualities into Ridicule. So our Gall and 
Satyr are but employ'd, no matter whe- 
ther the Occaſion be Juſt or Reaſonable, 
we have the Pleaſure of ſatisfying a de. 
pravity of Appetite, and it is the ſame 


thing to Us, tho' it be at the expence of 


Virtue. Nh | 

It is a Maxim in one of Demoſthenes's 
Orations, that e ajwgriy dei Sor, 10 
be guilty of no Errors is only peculiar 
to the Divine Nature; and it is as cer- 
tain, that meer Man is ſubject to many: 
None are abſolutely good, but by Com- 
pariſon with thoſe who are worſe; and 


he ftands in the higheſt Rank of Perfe- 


ction, who is leaſt infected with the 
ſpreading Frailties. There fore to judge 
honeſtly and impartially, we are to put 


good Qualities in the Balance againſt 


the bad Ones, and if the Scale of the 
Firſt outweighs, the latter ought not to 
be brought into Account. 
In ſhort, to overcome the Spirit of De- 
traction in us, we ſhould look with ſe- 
vere and unbyaſs'd Eyes into our own 
Boſoms, examine our Actions and Con- 
duct, and ſee what Levities we have from 
Nature, and how many more we hae 


contracted by Cuſtom: When we have 


diſcover'd a Fault, let us peruſe our- 
ſelves 
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| ſelves yet cloſer, to try what Figure we 
make under it, and with what Eyes we 
| ſhould behold ir in Another Perſon. We 
| ſhould take the Beam out of our own Eye, 
before we pluck the Mote out of that of 
our Brother, 25 | 
It is well K5Own, that we only approve 
of others tothe Reſemblance we imagine 
> they bear to ourſelves; yet the fame 
vices which are deform'd and inſupport— 
able in others, we don't feel in ourſelves ; 
they are not bucthenfome to Us, but 
| ſeem to reſt without Weight, as in their 
| proper Center. Sach an One, ſpeaking 
of Another, draws a diſmal picture of 
him, not in the leaſt imagining that at 
| the ſame time he is painting himſelf. 
| There is nothing indeed would make us 
| amend our own Faults fo readily, as to 
be able impartially to diſcern and avow 
them in others! Tis at this jaſt diſtance 
| that they appear what they are, and raiſe 
in Us an Indignation equal to their De- 
merit. Now wite Conduct turns upon 
| Two Axes, the paſt and the future: He 
| who has a faithful Memory and great 
| Foreſight, is out of danger of cenſuring 
in others thoſe Faults he may have been 
| guilty of himſelf; or ccniemning an 
| Action which is a parallel Caſe, and in 
like Circumſtances, would be impollible 
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for him to avoid. It is monſtrous to con. 
ſider, how eaſy and pleas'd we are, wha 
we rally, play upon, and deſpiſe others; 
1 and how angry and cholerick, when ve 
1 are ourſelves rally'd, play'd upon, and 
| deſpis'd. | c 
' = It is obſervable, that however fond Peg. Þ 
4 le are of Detraction and Calumny then-· 
clves, they always look with Scorn upon Þ 
þ thoſe who Exetciſe theſe Talents betore Þ 
1 them; and however true they may judge 
ip the Tenor of their Raillery, they con- 
ſider it as the Produce of Envy, and ſeem 
unwilling to give that an Ear, Which 
perhaps they triumph in reporting to: 
freſh Company. 

In a Word, all Backbiting, Degrading, 
and Detraction, are Vices too mean for 
Men of Honour and Frinciples to think 
of, much more to practiſe ; 1 would not 
raſhly rcb a Man of his Reputation even in 
my private Thoughts, or hold him in light 
Eſtimation for ſuch Failings, as I expect 
every one ſhould either overlook or par- 

don in my ſelf. Tis the Charter of the 
Female Sex to calumniate; Scandal is the 
Priviledge of the Tea-table and Drawing- 
room: And I would never have our Sex 
- contend with them in that whichthey ac- 
count a Pleaſure, but we muſt elteem a 


falling from Honour. 
nes TAL 
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V is a troubleſome and difficult 


n takes, in going about to cure 
„ the Diſeaſe, or racher Itch of 
intemperate prating: For that Words, 
| which are the ſole Remedy againſt it, 
require Attention: But they who are given 
to prate will hear No-body, as being a 
| fort of People that love to be always talk- 
ing themſelves. : 
KF If we would define Loquacity, ſays 
. © Theophraſtus, it is an *<xcellive Intempe- 
| rance of Words. The Prater will not 


| ſuffer any Perſon in Company to tell his. 


con Story, but let it be what it will, tells 
; © you, you miſtake the Matter: He only 

| apprehends the thing right, and if you 
. © pleaſe to hear him, he will make it very 
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clear to you. The Interruptions of theſe 
impertinent Talkers, as they make them 
the Marks of Ridicule, ſo are they moſt 


unreaſonable Methods of {upporting Con- 


verſation. They weary out a Man with 
the Volubility of their poor Rhetorick, 
and teize him into a Deteſtation of Socie- 
ty in General, for fear of being worried, 
] would as willingly ſuffer the Torment 
and Gratings of a Thouſand diſcordant 
Sounds, as be run out of all Temper, and 
talk'd out of Patience, by theſe eternal 
Triflers. 

The principal Vice of loquacious Per- 
ſons is, that their Ears ate ſtopt to every 
thing, but their own Impertinences ; 


This I rake ro be a willing Deafneſs in 


Men, contronling and contradicting Na- 
ture, that has given us Two Ears, tho' but 
one Tongue. As ſedate and moderate 
People retain what is ſpoken to them ; 
ſo, on the contrary, whatever is ſaid to 
Talkative Perſons, runs thro' 'em as thio' 
a Cullender ; and then they whi:k about 
from Place to Place, like empty Vellcls, 
void of Senſe or Wit, but making a hi- 
deous Noiſe. We frequently talk with Im- 
petuoſity in Company thro' Vanity or 
Humour, rarely with neceſſary Caution; 
detirous to reply before we have heard 
oat the Queſtion, we follow our own No- 
; | tions; 
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tions and explain them, vithout the Ieaft 
Regard to other Men's {.uz.ons. Were 4 
Man to hear and write town ticle Con- 
verſations, he would {ce perhaps a great 
many good things ſpon, but with little 
Conſideration, and k i- Cohererce. It muſt 
be accounted a fad thing, when Men have 
neither Wit enough to ſpeak well, nor 
Judgment enough to hold their Tongues; 
for this Want is the Foundation of all Im- 
pertinence. | : 3 
Were Garrulity a curable Vice in Na- 
ture, one would think your great Talkers 
ſhould be broke of that Faculty, by ſeeing 
the uncaſineſs it puts their Hearers under. 


For when a Fool, full of Noiſe and Talk, 
enters into a Room where Friends are 


met to Diſcourſe, to Regale, or be Merry; 


the whole Company are huſh'd ofa ſud- 
den, and afraid of giving him any Oc- 


caſion to ſet his Tongue upon the Career. 
And if he once begin to open, they are 


glad to ſheer off and avoid the Perſecu- 


tion: Like Sea- men that, foreſeeing an 
immediate Storm. and rowling of the 
Waves, when they hear the North-wind 
begin to whiſtle frum an adjoining Pro- 
montory, make all the Sail they can, and 
haſten into Harbour. I muſt confeſs, 
when a Man expreſſes himſelf well upon 
any Occaſion, and his falling into an Ac- 
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count of any Subject ariſing from a deſire 
to oblige the Company, or from fullnefs 
of the Circumſtance itſelf, ſo that his 
ſpeaking of it at large, is occaſion'd only 
by the openneſs of a Companion; I ſay, 
in ſuch a Caſe as this, it is not only par- 
donable, but agreeable, when a Man takes 
the Diſcourſe to himſelf : But when you 
fee a Fellow watch Opportunities for 
being copious, it is exceſſively trouble 
lome. | 

It is an Obſervation of Plutarch, that 
there is no Member in humane Bodies, 
which Nature has ſo ſtrongly inclos'd 
within a double Fortification, as the 
Tongue, entrench'd within with a Bar- 
ricado of ſharp Teeth, to the End that 
When he refuſes to be rul'd by Reaſon, 
that holds the Reigns of Silence within, 
we ſhould fix our Teeth in it till the Blood 
comes, rather than ſuffer the inordinate 
and unreaſonable Dinn. 


Tod n Tu fronve)s & avlewminy Gans 
8 , 3 - 
Sed TAS ae N dire Lions, 


Says Heſiod ; A provident Tongue is a moft 
evaluable Treaſure in Man, and there is much 
Grace in uſing it with Diſcretion, and obſer- 
ving a Medium. But Men that let their 


Tongues run at random, rend and tear 


the 
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© the Ears with their Tautologies, like 
thoſe, that after Table- books have been 
newly cleans'd and wip'd, deface them 
| again wich their impertinent Scrawls and 
Scratches. It was a good and ſcaſonable 
keproof of Ariſtotle's to an egregious 
Prater that had perplex'd him with many 
* abſurd Stories, and concluded every one 
wich this idle Repetition, And is not this 
a wonderful thing, Ariſtotle? No wonder at 
all, ſaid the Philoſopher, this; but if a Man 
ſhould ſtand ſtill to bear you Prate thus, who 
| had Two Legs to run away, that were & 
| wonder indeed, 

Another thing, that ſhould be a con- 
ſiderable Mortification to theſe intempe- 
rate Tatlers, is that their Diſcourſe is ſel- 
dom heard with Attention. For when 
there is no avoiding the Vexation of one 
of theſe chattering Fops, Nature has af- 
forded us this Happinels, that it is in the 
power of the Soul to lend the outward 
Ears of the Body, and endure the Brunt 
of the Noiſe, while ſhe retires to the re- 
moter Apartments of the Mind, andthere 
employs herſelf in better and more uſeful 
Thoughts. Indeed the Undulation of the 
Sounds about my Head, may in ſome 
| meaſure interrupt my Meditations, but 
even by thoſe imperfe&t Smnarches of 


P4 Thought, 
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ing all theſe Inconveniences concur. They 
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Thought, I am redeem'd from being tor. 
turd with his whole Loquacity. 

May rot a Man that indulges himfcf 
in an immoderate Humour of Talking, be 
as juſtly faid to be incbriated with Verdi 


as another may be with Wine? For he 


has reallyas little Command of his Tongue, 
as if the Vapours of the Liquor were 
mounted up to his Brain; he is intoxica- 
red with Rattle, and his whole Diſcourſe, 
as it were, runs a-head. The Philoſo- 
phers defining Drunkenneſs, call it « De- 


lirium, or Madneſs, thro' immoderate 


drinking of Wine, So that drinking is 
not condemn'd, provided a Man keep 
himſelf within the Bounds of Silence and 
Mogeration; only vain and filly Diſcourſe 
— 2 drinking of Wine to be Drunken- 
nets. ; omg 5 
They that make an ill and inconſide- 
rate Uſe of Speech, which is the moſt de- 
lightful Means of Human Converſe, ren- 
der it both Troubleſome and Unſociable ; 
moleſting thoſe whom they think to gra- 
tify, derided by thoſe whoſe Eſteem and 
Admiration they cover, and offenſive to 
ſuch whoſe Love and Friendſhip they ſeek. 
Now among all other Maladies and Pal- 
ſions, ſome are dangerous, others hateful, 
and others ridiculous; but in fooliſh prat- 


alc 
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are derided when they make Relations of 
common Matrers; they are hated for 
bringing unwelcome Tidings ; and thev 
are in danger for divulging of Secrets. 
The Tongue of one Man prevented Rome 
from recovering her Freedom by the de- 
ſtruction of Nero; and Families, Cities, 
and States, have been ruin'd by the looſe 
and inconſiderable babling of thoſe, who 
had not the Power of Silence and Secrecy. 

It is a Remark of Plutarch, that if the 
Queſtion were to be ask'd, which were 
the worſt and moſt pernicious fort of 
People, he does not doubt but that every 
Man would agree to ſay a Traytor, that 
is not aſham'd to build his Fortune on 
Treachery, and the betraying of his Coun- 
try? And yet a Pratler is a fort of Tray- 
tor whom no Man needs to hire; for that 
he offers himſelf officiouſly, and of his 
own Accord ; Nor does he betray to the 
Enemy either Horſe or Walls, but what- 
ever he knows of publick or private Con- 
| cerns, requiring the greateſt Secrecy, that 

he diſcloſes, whether it be in Courts of 
Judicature, in Conſpiracies, or Manage- 
ment of State Affairs; tis all one, he 
expects not ſo much as the Reward of 
being thank'd for his Pains; rather he 


will return Thanks to them who give 


him Audience. 5 
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I would not be concciv'd in what ! 
have rematk'd ſo much to aim at rallying 
this Intemperance of the Tongue, as at 
reforming and making a Cure of it. Yet 
no Man will accuſtom himſelf to avoid, 
and, as it were, to extirpate out of his 
Soul a Vice, till he firſt has view'd it with 
an. Averſion. Nor can we ever deteſt 
1 thoſe Evil Fabits of the Mind as we ought 
1 to do, but when we rightly judge by 
F . Reaſon's ligkt of the Prejudice they do 
Fi Us, and Ignominy we luſtain thercby, 
For Example, we find-that theſe profuſe 
Bablers, defirous of being belov'd, are 
univerſally hated; while they ſtudy to 
gratify, they become troubleſome ; and 
while they ſeek to be admir'd, they are 
derided: In ſhort,they injure their Friends, 
advantage their Enemies, and undo them- 
ſelves. 2 

The likelieſt Remedies to cure this 
ſpreading Malady, are to recollect in our 
{Ives the Infamies and Diſaſters which 
attend it, and to take into our ſerious 
Conſideration the Practiſe of what is quite 
14 oppoſite and contrary to it. Let us con- 
1 ſider how much more belov'd, how much 
more admir'd, how far they are reputed 
to excel in Prudence, who deliver their 
_ Mines in few Words, who contract their 
i Senſe within a ſmall Compaſs of W 
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guage, and ſuffer their Tongues to run 
before their Wit. But there is one Im- 
pertinence which, above all things, let us 
take ſpecial heed of not flipping into, 
that when another is ask'd a Queſtion, 
we do not chop in to prevent his return- 
ing an Anſwer. Such a Forwardneſs as 
this, is not only indecent, but injurious 
and affrontive : For thereby we feem to 
intimate, that the Perſon to whom the 
Queſtion was put, was not able to reſolve 
it, and that the Propounder had not Diſ- 
cretion ſufficient to know of whom to ask 
it. Now many times it happens, that we 


put Queſtions to ſome People, not for 


want Of an Anſwer, but only to miniſter 
Occaſion of Diſcourſe to provoke them 
to Familiarity, and to have the pleaſure 
of their Wit and Converſation: There- 
fore to prevent another in returning his 
Anſwers, is the ſame thing as to run and 


| falute a Man who deſigns to be ſaluted 


by Some- body elſe ; or to divert his Eyes 


upon ourſelves, which were already fix'd 
upon another: He that voluntarily pre- 


ſumes to anſwer for another, gives Di- 


| ftaſte, let his anſwer be never ſo rational; 


but if he miſtake he is ſure to be derided 


323 


than ſuch as fly out into a ſcope of Lan- 
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A Man, that by Nature and ill Habit, 
is given to much Talk, ought to be c- 
treamly careful that he be not over haſty 
in his Anſwers, to ſuch as provoke him to 
Talk, on purpoſe to make themſclves 
merry, and to put an Affront upon him. 
For ſome there are, who not out of any 
deſire to be fatisfied, but merely to pals 
away the time, ſtudy certain Queſtions, 
and then propound them to Perſons who, 
they know, love to multiply Words, on 
purpoſe to make themſelves Sport. Such 
Men therefore ought to take heed how 
they run head-long, and leap into Di- 
courſe, as if they were glad of the Oc- 
' Cation ; but to conſider the Behaviour of 
the Propounder, and the benefit and uſe- 
fulneſs of the Queſtion. 
It behoves a Man that would return a 
pertinent Aniwer, to ſtay till he rightly 
appyehend the Senſe, and underſtands the 
Intent of him that propounds the Que- 
ſtion, for Fear of running at random, or 
of giving one Anſwer for another, for 
want of Conſideration what he ought to 
tay, which is the Effect of an over-haſty 
Zeal 10 be talking. - 3 
Beſides, the protuſe Talker is of ſuch a 
Diſpoſnion, that if any Diſcourſe happen, 
from which he might be able to learn 
ſomethir g, and informhis! anne, 
| 5 
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he refuſes and rejefs ; nor can you hire 
him to hold his Tongue, ſo that ſtill he 
will be flinging out his Foyvleries, as if 
he were Maſter of all the Knowledge in 
the World. We are not to eaſe and dil- 
charge ourſelves of our Words, as it they 
were a heavy Burthen which over-loaded 
us; for Speech remains as well when ut- 
ter'd as before : It was given us to ule for 
Necellity, for inſtraction, and for Civi- 
lity, but never for Superfluity. Homer 
gives almoſt conſtantly to Mords the Epi- 
thet of Winged : For he that lets go a Bird 
out of his Hand, docs not eaſily catch her 
again: Neither is it poilible for a Man to 
recal and cage again in his Breaſt a Word 
let flip from his Mouth. It is a wiſe Ob- 
{ervation of the facetious Ovid, 


— Nulli Tacuiſſe nocet, nocet eſſe locutum 


Being ſilent never did any hurt, too much 
freedom of Specch has multiply'd Miſ- 
chiefs. How highly the Virtue of Taci- 
turnity was eſteem'd by the Ancients, is 
plain from the Injunction of the wiſe Py- 
thagoras ; his Dilciples were to be ſilent 


for the firſt Five Years of their Diſcipline, 


that by this compell'd Reſtriction, he 
might be a judge of their Continence in 


Tryals of lets Difficulty, e, $ ane 
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mwlamy e x e e tui roy 79 yAGTING XexTH), 
ſays Famblichus ; for to rule the Tongue 
is the hardeſt of all Self. ſubſection. The 
Old Poct Theognis has many Rubs againſt 
Garrulity in his ſententious Work ; he 
ſays, that it is a great Burthen to a Lover of 
Prattle to hold his Tongue; but that ſpeaking 
without Fear or Wit, as we ſay, he 1 as 
Burthenſome to his Company: That, be 4 
the general Averſicn, but that the Mixture of 
fuch a Perſon is neceſſary for Table-talk at 


meetings of Merriment, 


Kon ayb;any my dr yererulany &y0F 
$$y30@W 2 d eu’, ofor aug winter ar, 
*"Exbaig a 5 miy]e; dvayrain d en n 
Ar es Nr oumodia . 


A Reſtraint from ſuperfluous Talk, does 
not imply that we are to be ſullen or 
moroſely Silent; this, inſtead of a Virtue 
is Ill-nature and Obſtinacy, and may 
ſhew the Reſerve more of a Spy, than 
the Guard of a Prudent Man. This then, 
in a Word, ſhould be our Regulation. If 
there be nothing profitable in ſpeaking, 
nothing neceſſary to them that hear what 
is ſaid, nothing of Satisfaction or Delight, 


by 
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by being thereby render'd acceptable ro 


all Society, then our Talk will be but 


Superfluous. For Words may be in Vain, 


and to no purpoſe, as well as Deeds: And 


we ſhould always remember with Simoni- 
des, That he who 1s given to Talk, has 
many times an Occaſion to repent him of 
his Words, but never that he can hold 
his Tongue, | 
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Impertinent Curioſity. 


| Thought no Sub jcct could 
more properly follow a 


ligent in the World to pry and dive into 
the Secrets of others, which they after- 
wards enlarge and aggravate with ſome 
Old Stories and Foolcries of their owa: 
And then they are like Children, that 

8 | neither 


Impertinent Curioſity. 329 
reither can endure to hold the Ice in 
their Hands, nor let it go. 

Plutarch has related a Story of a Barber 
Where this complication of Loquacuy and 
icch of Intelligence are pleaſantly appa- 
rent. This Man was the firſt who reported 
the News of the great Overthrow which 
the Athenians receiv'd in Sicily ; For, be- 
ing the firſt that heard the Relation of it 
in the Pyræum, from a Servant of One 
who had eſcap'd ont of the Battle, he pre- 
ſently left his Shop at Six and Sevens, 
and flew-into the publickeſt Parts of the 
City, for fear his Account ſhould come 
but at Second Hand, The ſurprize caus'd 
a great Hubbub, and diligent Enquiry 


was ſoon made after the firſt ſpreader of 


the News. The Barber being brought to 
Examination, could give no Account of 
his Author, only one that he never ſaw 
or knew in his Life before had told him 


the News. This incenſing the Multitude, 


Cords were immediately brought out, 
and the pogr Barber was ty'd Neck and 
Heels together. Soon after, the News of 
the Defeat was confirm'd by feveral that 
had made a hard ſhift to eſcape the Slaugh- 
ter: Upon this the People were ſcatter'd 
every one to their own Home, to make 
their private Lamentation for their par— 
ticular Loſſes, and left the unfortunate 
| | | Barber 
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Barber faſt Bound, in which Condition he 
continued till late in the Evening, and 
then was let looſe. Yer did not this re- 
form the lmpertinence and Inquiſitiveneſs 
of the Fool, for no ſooner was he ſet at 
liberty, but he would needs be enquiring 
of the Executioner what News, and What 
was reported of the manner of Nicias the 
General's being Slain : 

The Spectator has furniſh'd us with a 
very natural Characteriſtick of this Spe- 
cics of Impertinents. There is a Crea- 
ture (ſays he) who has all the Organs of 
Sprech, a tolc1able good Capacity for 
concciving what is faid to it, together 
with a pretty proper Behaviour in all the 
Occurrences of common Life; but natu- 
rally very vacant of Thought in itſelf, 
and therefore forced to apply itſelf to 
foreign Aſſiſtances. Of this Make is that 
Man who is very Inquiſtive, You may 
often obſerve, that tho' he ſpeaks as good 
Senſe as any Man upon any thing with 
which he 1s well acquainted, he cannot 
truſt to the Range of his own Fancy to 
entertain himſelf upon that Foundation, 
but goes on ſtill to new Enquiries ; and 
the moſt trivial Diſcourſe as is welcome 
to a general Enquirer, as any other of 
more Conſequence could have been. The 
Truth is, the Inquiſitive are the Fa 

| of 
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of Converſation, they do not take in any 
thing for their own Uſe, but meerly to 
paſs it to another. They are the Chan- 
nels thro' which all the Good and Evil 
that is ſpoken in Town are convey'd. 
Such as are offended at them, or think 
they ſuffer by their Behaviour, may them- 
ſelves mend that Inconvenience ; for they 
are not a malicious People, and it you 
will ſupply them, you may contradict 
any thing they have ſaid before by their 
| own Mouths. As the Inquiſitive are ſuch 
meerly from a Vacancy in their own 
Imaginations, there is nothing methinks 
fo | AERIE as to communicate Secrets 
to them; for the ſame Temper of En- 
| quiry makes them as impertinently Com- 
municative. But no Man, tho' he Con- 
verſes with them, need put himſelf in 
their Power, for they will be contented 
with Matters of leſs Moment as well. 
6 Horace's Caveat of them is particularly 
© levell'd at their Intemperance of talking. 


Percunctatorem fugito, nam garulus idem eſt. 


Avoid the Man that is fond of asking 
| Queſtions, for he's as free in divulging 
What he learns. | 
One too often ſees this Humour ac-_ 
companied with an inſatiable Deſire of 
N knowing 
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knowing what paſſes, without turning it 
to any Uſe in the World, but mercy 
their own Entertainment. This Curio 
ſity, when it happens without Malice or 
Self- intereſt, lays up-in the Imagination 
a Magazine of Circumſtances, which 
cannot but entertain when they are pro- 
duc'd in Converſation. 

But there is a {art of Curioſity, which 
ty its ſtudious prying into the Evils of 
Mankind, ſeems to be a Diſtemper of En- 
vy and Il|-nature. This Claſs of over- 
buſy People, ne glecting ſuch obvious and 
common things, into which any Man may 
enquire, and talk of without Offence, 
cannot be ſatisfied unleſs they rake into 
the private and conceal'd Evils of every 
Family in the Neighbourhood. It was 
{martly ſaid by the AÆgyptian, who being 
asked What it was he carried ſo cloſely ? 
Reply'd, It was therefore cover d that it 
might be Secret. An Anſwer which might 
ſerve to check the Curioſity of thoſe 
impertinent Men, who will be always 
peeping into the Privacies of others, 

If the Knowledge of Ill can reward 
the induſtruous Search with Delight and 
Pleaſure, we ſhould turn the Point ot 
our Curioũty upon Ourſelves, and out 
own Affairs, and- we ſhall within Doors 
find Matter enough for the moſt labort 
ous 
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© ous Enquiries. Every Man that would 
make an exact Enquiry 1ato, and take a 
juſt Account of himſelf, ſhould firſt make 
a particular Search into the ſeveral Miſ- 
| chiefs that proceed from each Paſſion 
within him, whether it be Envy or Jea- 
| louſy, Covetoulneſs or Cowardice, or any 
other Vicious Inclination; and then di— 
ſtribure and range them all, as it were, 
into diſtinct Apartments. Here this in- 
quiſitive, and buſy Diſpoſition may find an 
Employment, that will be of Uſe and Ad- 
vantage, and is neither IIl- natur'd, nor 
Impertinent, While every Man ſhall call 
himſelf ro this ſtrict Examination. 
But we, thro' extream Sloth and Igno- 
| rance, being ſtupidly Careleſs of our own 
Affairs, mult be idly ſpending our Time, 
and talk either about our Neighbour's 
| Pedigree or Concerns: To ſome ſort of 
Men their own Life and Actions would 
appear the moſt unpleaſant SpeCtacle in 
the World; and therefore they fly from 
the light of their Conſcicnce, and cannot 
bear the Torture of one reffecting Thought 
vpon themſelves. For when the Soul be- 
ing once defil'd with all manner of Wick- 
| ednels, is ſcar'd at its own hideous. De- 
for mity, ir endeavours to run from itſclf, 
and ranging here and theie, pampeis its 
; Own 
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own Malignity with malicious Speculz 
tions on the Ills of others. | 
There is likewiſe another Se& of the 
Inquiſitive, which is that of the Buſy. 
body; This Man undertakes as much, x 
he performs little. He will thruſt him. 
ſelf forward to be the Guide of the wy i 
he knows not; and calls at his Neigh-| 
bour's Window and asks why his Servant 


are not at Work. The Market hath ng 


Commodity which he prizeth not, and 
which the next Table ſhall not hear 
recited. His Tongue, like the Tails of 
Sampſon's Foxes, Carries Firebrands, andis 
enough to ſet the whole Field of the 
World on a Flame. Himſelf begins Table. 
talk of his Neighbour at anothers Board; 
to whom he bears the firſt News, and ad- 
jures him to conceal the Reporter. There 
can no Act paſs without his Comment, 
which is ever far fetch'd, raſh, ſuſpicious, 
and dilarory. His Ears are long and his 
Eyes quick, but moſt of all to Imperte- 
ctions: Which, as he eaſily fees, ſo he 


encreaſes with intermedling. He hates 


Conſtancy as an earthen Dullneſs unfit 
for Men of Spirit; and loves to change 
his Work and his Flace: Neither yet can 
he be ſo ſoon weary of any Place, as 
every Place is weary of him; He labours 
without Thanks, talks without as 

1ves 
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hies without Love, and dies without Pity; 
ſ.ve that fome will lay, it was pity he 
| dy'd no ſooner. | 
KK There are other perſons whoſe Curio- 
;W fityis contin'd ro News and publick Tranſ- 
actions; Thele buſtle among the Crouds 
chat throng the Courts, Exchanges, and 
.& Wharfs, and pick up all the idle Stories 
that are dropt in the Coffee-Houſe. They 
go about pumping, What News d'ye hear ? 
| Were not you upon the Exchange to Day, Sir? 
| The City's im à very tickliſh Poſture, what 
| d'ye think ont? In Two or Three Hours time 
we may be altogether by the Ears. Men of 
this Stamp, if they are riding Poſt will 
light off their Horſe, and even hugg and 
* kiſs a Fellow that has a Story to tell them, 
and ſtay never ſo long till they hear it 
cout. 
| It was a good piece of Policy among 
the Locrians to prevent this fort of un- 
| reaſonable Impertinence, that if any Per- 
ſon coming from abroad ſhould but once 
ask concerning News, he was preſently. 
| confin'd for his Curioſity. For inquilitive 
{ People, that deal much in News, are ever 
| longing for Innovations, Alterations, va- 
riety of Action, or any thing that is Miſ- 
chievous and unlucky, that they may 
find ſtore of Game for their reſtleſs IIl- 
nature to hunt and prey upon. — 
f | tne 
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the Law-giver puniſh'd Adultery and this 
malignant Curioſity in the like Manner, 
and indeed there is an Affinity in the 
Vices; for as fdaltery is nothing elſe but 
the Curioſity of diſcovering another Man's 
ſecret Pleaſures, and the itch of knowing 
what is hidden; and Curioſity is (as jt 
were) a Rape and Violence committed 
upon other Peoples Privacies. | 
have obſcrv'd that the fame Curioſity 
which is thus inquiſitive to know, is ge- 
nerally no leſs intemperate in talking too, 
and muſt needs be as ill-ſpoken, as tis ill 
natur'd. And hence it happens, that it 
does not only become a reſtraint to the 
Vices and Follies of others, but is 2 
Diſappointment alſo ro itſelf. For all 
Mankind i; exceeding ſhy of inquilt.ive 
Perſons ; no ſerious buſineſs is conſulted 
of where they are; and it they chance 
to ſarprize Men in the Negotiation of 
any Affair, is preſently laid aſide, nor is 
any thing of Moment {aid or done in their 
Company. "rp, 

To diſſwade inquiſitive Perſons from this 
ſneaking and molt deſpicable Humour, it 
would contribute much, if they would 
but recollect and review all their paſt Ob- 
ſervations; if they would but now and 
then look into their Bag of News, they 
would certainly be aſham'd of. that ma 

. an 
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and fooliſh Curioſity which had been ga- 
| thering together ſuch a confus'd heap of 
| worthleſs Traſh. If they who curiouſly 
| enquire into thoſe vicious Deformitics, 
and unlucky Accidents, that may be ob- 
ſerv'd in the Lives and Characters of Men, 
| would only bind themſelves to a frequent 
Recollection of what they had ſeen and 
heard, there would be found very little 
Delight or Advantage in ſuch ungrateful 
and melancholly Reflections. 


Now ſince it is from the Uſe and Cu- 


ſtom of intermedling in the Affairs of 
other Men, that this perverſe Practiſe 
| grows up into ſuch a vicious Habit, We 
} ought gradually to bring ourſelves to an 
utter diſuſe of enquiring into, or being 
concern'd at any of thoſe things that do 
not pertain unto us: For Men ſuffering 
their Minds to rove inconſiderately ar 
every thing they ſee, are injur'd to a fool- 
iſh Curioſity in buſying themſelves about 
Matters Impertinent. Perſons of an In- 
quiſitive Temper ought to reſtrain the 
| wanton Excurſions of their Curioſity, and 
| confine it to Obſervations of Prudence and 
| SobrieLy ; to preſerve thoſe Noble Facul- 
ties of Wit and Underſtanding, which 
were made for uſeful and excellent En- 
quiries, from being dulled and debauch'd 
with low and ſottiſh Speculations, 


Q we 
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We ſhould never accuſtom ourſelves, 
in paſſing, to peep into other People's 
Doors or Windows, becauſe the Eye may 
reach what the Hand cannot, and wan- 
der where the Foot does not come. The 
ſtaring and glancing of the Eyes to and 
fro, implies ſuch a Levity of Mind, and 
ſo great a Defect in good Manners, as 
mult needs render the Practiſe in itſelf 
very Clowniſh and Contemptible, It is 
not {cemly that the Senſe, which ought to 
behave itſelf as an Handmaid to the Soul, 
in doing its Errants faithfully, returning 
ſpeedily, arid keeping at Home with ſub- 
miſſive and reſerv'd Modeſty, ſhould be 
{uffer'd, like a wanton and ungovernable 
Servant, to be gadding abroad from her 
Miſtreſs, and ſtraying about at her Pleaſure, 

The Senſes not exercis'd, and well 
manag'd, will at every turn break looſe 
iato wild Excurſions, and hurry Reaſon 

along with them into the fame Extra- 
vagance. But when a Man hath by caly I 
and gradual Diſcipline acquir'd ſome 
Power over himſelf, the difficulty of 1cli- 
ſting the Spirit of Inquiſitiveneſs will leſ- 
ſen upon his Hands; and to ſecure him 
from a Relapſe into Folly, he need but re · 
flect, how little there is to be gain'd by 
intermedling with buſy and unquiet Peo- 
ple, and how great the Certain Advan- 


rage 
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rage is of bridling our Curioſity, and 


bringing it under Subjection to the Com- 


mands of Reaſon. Give me leave to in- 
ſert two Inſtances of the vaſt Controul 
which Two as great Men as the World 
has produc'd, had over themſelves on 
tempting Occaſions. When Araſpes had 
commended the fair Panthea to Cyrus, as a 
Beauty worth his Admication ; he reply'd, 
For that very Reaſon I will not ſee her, left if 
by thy Perſuaſion I ſhould ſee her but once, ſhe 
herſelf might perſuade me to ſee ber often, and 


{pend more time with her than would be for 


| the Advantage of my own Affairs. $0 Alex- 


ander, upon a like Conſideration, would not 


| ruſt his Eyes in the Preſence of the beau- 
| reous Queen of Perſia, but kept himſelf 


out of the reach of her Charms, and 


treated only with her aged Mother. Theſe, 
as they were peculiar Acts of Conti- 
* nence, ſo were they as abſolutely Checks 
of Curioſity, which never fleeps in youth- 
ful Breaſts, when Beauty gives the alarm 
to the Blood. 


The Exceſſes of our Curioſity will yet 


more eaſily be cur'd, if inſtead of inqui- 
ring into what concerns other Men, we 
can prevail with ourſelves ſo far, as not 
© to fee or hear all that is done in our own 
© Houſes; nor to liſten to every thing that 
may be told us, concerning ourſelves 
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or our private Affairs. Humane Nature 
is ſo eaſily diſcompos'd, our Tempers 
ruffled, and Paſſions rous'd, that we ſhould 
be cautious of ſeeking Occaſions of Diſ- 
quiet. There are Circumſtances enough 
of Vexation in every one's Aﬀairs, which 
cannot be diſguis'd or kept ſecret; and 
only Fools and Madmen can be excus'd 
for labouring to ſtir up freſh Afflictions, 
and add an increaſe to Sorrow and Un- 
eaſineſs. If it were but for this one rea- 
ſon, tis plain we ought to regulate our 
Curioſity, and contend againſt an Hu- 
mour of Impertinence, whoſe Conſe- 
quences are not trivial: And if this one 
Vice be not corrected, "(will be fruitleſs 
to ſubdue our other Paſſions: For while 
we indulge ourſelves in enquiring, ſifting, 
and canvaſing every Trifle, we ſhall be 
under a Neceſſity of employing our Ar- 
ger and Suſpicions; be drawn into Jea- 
louſies of being made Properties, and uſe 


baſe and ungenerous Subtleties to do our 
ſelves Juſtice. 
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into the Heart more impercep- 
tibly, and covers itſelf under 
wore Diſguiſes, than Pride: 
So that the beſt way to know whether 


we are guilty of this Vice or not, and to 


prevent our charging this odious Impu- 
tation upon others unjuſtly, is to State the 
Nature of Pride, and enquire into the 
Grounds of it. 

Pride is originally founded on Self-love, 
which is the moſt intimate and inſepa- 
rable Paſſion of Human Nature. The 
Kindneſs Men have for themſelves, is apt 
to put them upon over-valuing their own 
things ; which Humour, unleſs check'd in 
time, will make them take moſt delight 
in thoſe Circumſtances and Actions which 
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diſtinguiſh them from their Neighbours, 
and place their ſuppos'd Advantages in 
the beſt Light. By this Self-love, we are 
to underſtand the Exceſſes of it, for other- 
wiſe it's impoſſible for a Man not to be 
Proud, becauſe it's impoſſible for a Man 
not to love himſelf: But we certainly do 
love ourſelves too well, as often as we ſet 
an over-proportion'd and unuſual Value 
upon any thing becauſe it's our own, as 
if our Fondneſs and Partiality was the 
true Standard of Worth, and we had the 
Faculty of turning every thing we touch'd 
into Gold. This is an Argument that a 
Man does not delight in an Advantage ſo 
much for itſelf, as for the Compariſon ; 
not ſo much for its own irreſpective Good- 
neſs, as becauſe others want it. 

Pride, to define it in the plaineſt Words, 
is too high an Opinion of our own Ex- 
cellency. We may be affured we have 
this Diſeaſe, when we value any Perſon 
chiefly becauſe his Advantages are of the 
tame Nature with thoſe we enjoy: Neg- 
lecting others who have an equal right 
to Regard, only becauſe their Privileges 
are of a different kind from our own. 
We may as certainly conclude ourſelves 
infected with this Vice, when we invade 


the Rights of our Neighbour, not upon | 


the Account of Covetouſneſs, but of Do- 
minion; 
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minion; only that we may have it in our 
power to create Dependencies, and to 
give another that which is already his 
own : And another infallible Symptom is, 
| when Men love to make themſelves the 
Subject of Diſcourſe ; to con over their 
pedigrees, and obtrude the Blazon of their 
Exploits upon the Company; this is an 
Argument they are over-grown with Con- 
ceit, and very much ſmitten with them- 
ſelves. | 

There is no Affection of the Mind fo 
much blended in Human Nature, and 
Vrought into our very Conſtitution, as 
pride. It appears under a Multitude of 
Dilguiſes, and breaks out in Ten Thou- 
| fand different Symptoms. Every one feels 
it in himſelf, and yet wonders to fee it in 
| his Neighbour. There is no Temptation 
to it from the reflexion of our Being in 
general, or upon any comparative per- 
fection whereby one Man may excel ano- 
ther. The greater a Man's Knowledge is, 
the greater Motive he may ſeem to have 
for Pride, but in the ſame Proportion as 
the one riſes, the other ſinks, it being the 
chief Office of Wiſdom to diſcover to us 
our Weakneſs and Imperfections. 
There is an admirable Sentence in 
Holy Writ, which ſays that Pride was 
not made for Man. There is not indeed 
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any ſingle View of Human Nature, un- 
der its preſent Condition, which is not 
ſufficient to extinguiſh in us all the Secret 
Seeds of Pride; and, on the contrary, to 
ſink the Soul into the loweſt State of Hu- 
mility, and what the School-men call Self- 
annihilation. There is nothing in his 
Underſtanding, in his Will, or in his pre- 
ſent Condition, that can tempt any con- 
ſiderate Creature to Pride or Vanity. And 
yet the very Reaſons why he ſhould not 
be proud, are notwithſtanding the Rea- 
{ons why he is ſo. Were not he a ſinful 
Creature, he would not be Subject to a 
Paſſion which riſes from the Depravity 
of his Nature; were he not an Ignorant 
Creature, he would ſee that he has no- 
thing to be proud of; and were not the 
whole Species miſerable, he would not 
have thoſe wretched Objects of Compa- 
riſon before his Eyes, which are the Oc- 
caſions of this Paſſion, and which make 
ane Man value himſelf more than ano- 
ther. | 
If there be any thing which makes Hu- 
man Nature appear Ridiculous to Beings 
of Superiour Faculties, it muſt be Pride. 
They know ſo well the Vanity of thoſe 
imaginary perfections that ſwell the Heart 
of Man, and of thoſe little ſupernumerary 
Advantages, whether in Bixth, Fortune, 
| or 
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or Title, which one Man enjoys above 
another, that it muſt certainly very much 
aſtoniſh, if it does not very much divert 
them, when they ſee a Mortal puffed up, 
and valuing himſelf above his Neighbours 
on any of theſe Accounts, at the fame 
time that he is Obnoxious to all the com- 
mon Calamities of the Species. May we 
not imagine that Beings of ſuperior Na- 
tures and Perfections regard all the In- 
ſtances of Pride and Vanity, among our 
own Species, in the ſame kind of View, 
when they take a Survey of thoſe who in- 
habit the Earth; or in the Language of 
an ingenious French Poet, of thoſe Piſ- 
mires that People this heap of Dirt, which 
Human Vanity has divided into Climates 
and Regions? 

Now as we are not to be conceited, or 
preſume highly on the Poſſeſſion of any 
Advantages, ſo neither are we to be Ig- 
norant of our Talents and Virtues. It's 
no part of Pride to be conſcious of any 
Perfections we have, either Intellectual, 
or Moral; for this is in many Caſes ne- 
ceſſary, and impoſſible to be avoĩded. But 
ſuppoſing it was poſſible for a Man to be 
Ignorant of his good Qualities, it could 
by no means be convenient. For if he 
Carried ſuch a Treaſure about him, with⸗ 
out knowing how well furniſhed he was, 
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it's ſomewhat hard to conceive how ke 
could either improve or uſe it. We may 
be acquainted with our own Accompliſh- 
ments, without being guilty of Pride, and 
it is no Branch of that Sin to diſcover, 
that they are greater than ſome of our 
Neighbours enjoy: Neither do we fall in- 
to a Crime, by being delighted with thoſe 
Advantages of Mind, Body, or Fortune 
which Providence has given us; theſe 
things, in the very Notion of them, are 
tuppos'd to be beneficial. It's natural and 
neceſſary for us to be pleas'd with the En- 
joyment of that which is good, of chat 
which is agreeable to our Faculties, and 
an advancement of our Nature. But our 
Pleaſure on theſe Accounts is ſeldom fin- 
cere and as it ought ro be; our Delight 
is a ſort of Arrogance, we look big on 
the Bleſſings, account them the Reſults 
of Merit, and contemn. all that are not 
on the level with us. Beſides, we never 
ſeek Happineſs in our felves, bur in the 
Opinion of Men, whom we know to be 
Flatterers, inſincere, unjuſt, envious, ſuſ- 
picious, and prepoſeſs d: Unaccountable 
Folly ! | NEC 1 85 | 
The World is full of People, who making 
by Cuſtom and outward Appearance 2 
Compariſon of .themfelves with others, 
always decide in favour of their own 
WF eh Rs Merit, 
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Merit, and act accordingly. So they de- 
ſign ſometimes to conceal their Imper- 
fections, or Leſſen the Opinion we have 
of them, by confeſſing them freely. A 
vain Man finds his Account in ſpeaking 
Good, or Ill, of himſelf ; a modeſt Man 
never talks of himſelf, We cannot better 
comprehend the ridiculouſneſs of Vanity, 
and what a ſhameful Vice it is, than by 
obſerving how afraid it is to be ſeen, and 
how often it hides it ſelf under the ap- 
pearance of Modeſty. 

There is either no ſuch thing as Mo- 
deſty, or it is confounded with ſomething 
in it ſelf quite different. If we take it 
for an internal Sentiment, which makes 
2 Man ſeem mean in his own Eyes, this 
is a ſupernatural Virtue, and we call it. 
Humility. Man naturally thinks proudly 
and haughtily of himſelf, and thinks thus 
of. No-body but himſelf. Modeſty only 
tends to qualify this Diſpoſition; it is an 
external Virtue, which governs our Eyes, 
Conduct, Words, Tone of Voice, and 
obliges a Man to act with others to out- 
ward. Appearance, as if it was not true 
that he deſpiſed them. Falſe Modeſty is 
the moſt refin'd fort of Vanity; it makes 
the vain Man never appear ſuch; on the 
contrary, raiſes a Reputation by the Vir- 
tue quite oppolite to. the Vice which 


348 Pride. 
forms this Character: Tis Hyppocriſy- 
Falſe Glory is the ſtumbling Block of Va- 
nity : it tempts People to acquire Eſteem 
by things which they indeed poſeſs, but 
are frivolous and unbecoming a Man to 
value himſelf on: Tis an Error. All Men 
in their Hearts covet Eſteem, yet are loth 
any one ſhould diſcover their Fondneſs to 
be Eſteem'd ; becauſe Men would pals 
tor Virtuous, that they may draw ſome 
other Advantages from it, beſides Vir- 
tue it {elf ; I would ſay Eſteem and Praiſe, 
This ſhould no longer be thought Virtue, 
but a Love for Praiſe and Eſteem, or Va- 
nity : Men are very vain Creatures, and 

of all things hate to be thought ſo. 
Pride frequently conſiſts in an Oſten- 
tation of Habit or Circumſtances, in be- 
ing above others in the Gifts of Fortune, 
and making a ſhew they cannot come up 
to: But another, as general Branch of Pride, 
3s log'd in what we call perſonal Merit, 
in ambitious Thoughts of our own Ac- 
compliſt ment, a leaning after popular Ap- 
plauſe, and a vain glorious Itch of Praiſe 
and Commendation. He that talks big 
and arrogantly of himſelf is univerſally 
condemn'd as a troubleſome and ili bred 
Companion. Tis true, & Man's Praiſes 
babe very muſical and charming Accents in 
anothers Mouth, but very flat and untuncable 
in 
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in his own, ſays Xenophon, For we brand 
them as impudent who commend them- 
ſelves ; it becoming them to be Modeſt, 
tho, they were prais'd by others: And ac- 
count them unjuſt in arrogating that to 
themſelves, which another has the ſole 
Propriety of beſtowing on them. The 
Praiſe therefore is Vain, which a Man 
heaps on himſelf ro provoke others alſo 
to praiſe him; and is chiefly contempti- 
ble, as proceeding from an importunate 
and unreaſonable Affectation of Eſteem. 
Yet however there is a Time when a 
generous and prudent Man may be the 
Subject of his own Diſcourſe, and give a 
free Relation of things he has worthily 
done or ſaid, as well as other Truths. 
Self-praiſe is not liable to Diſgrace or 
Blame, when 'tis delicately handled by 
way of Apology to remove a Calumny 
or Accuſation, We may fairly ſound the 
Trumpet of our own Deſerts, when our 
Reputations are either attack'd or under- 
min'd by Detraction or Envy. Apolo- 
gies claim a great Liberty of Speech and 
boaſting, as confiderable Parts of their 
Defence. 
Now as skilful Painters, that they may 
not offend the Eye, allay their over 
bright and gaudy Colours by tempering 
them with darker; ſo there are ſome who 
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will not repreſent their own Praifes alto- 
gether glaring, and immoderately ſplen- 
did, butcaſtin ſome Defects, ſome Scapes, 
or {light Faults, to take away the danger 
of Diſpleaſure or Envy. And for the 
moſt part tis a good Antidote ayainſ 
Envy to mix amongſt our Praiſes thoſe 
Faults that are not altogether ungenerous 
and baſe. 

Indeed Diſcourſe of a Man's felf uſually 
Sallies from Selt-love, as from its Fort, 
and is there obſerv'd to lay wait, even in 
thoſe who are vulgarly thought free e- 
nough from Ambition. Therefore as it is 
one of the Rules of Health to avoid dan- 
gerous, and unwholeſome Places, or be- 
ing in them, to take the greater Care, 
ſo it ought to be a like Rule concerning 
Converſe and Speaking of one's ſelf. For 
this kind of Talk has ſlippery Occaſions, 
into which we unawares and ind ĩſcernably 
are apt to fall. 

For Ambition uſually intrudes with ſome 
flouriſhing Remarks to adorn. her ſelf: Let 
a Perſon be commended by his Equal or 
Inferior, the Mind of the Ambitious is 
tickled and rubb'd at the hearing of his 
Praiſe, and immediately he is hurried by 
an intemperate Deſire and Precipitation 
after the like ;. asthe Appetite of the Hun- 
gry is ſharpned by ſecing others Eat. 
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Our Defects and Follies are too often 
unknown to us; nay, they are fo. far 
from being known to us, that they pals 
for Demonſtrations of our Worth. This 
makes us eaſy in the midſt of them, fond 
to ſhew them, fond to improve in them 
and to be eſteem'd for them. Then it is 
that a Thouſand unaccountable Conceits, 
gay Inventions, and extravagant Actions 
muſt afford us Pleaſures, and diſplay us to 
others in the Colours which we our» 
{elves take a Fancy to glory in. Such 
Sorcery have Error and popular Opinion, 
and fo famous are they for bewitchin 
people with the Love of themſelves, 
There is no Paſſion fo univerſal, hows 
ever diverſifyed or diſguis'd under diffe- 
1ent Forms and Appearances, as the Va- 
nity of being known to the reſt of Man- 
kind, and communicating a Man's Parts, 
Virtues, or Qualifications to the World: 
Yet there is a Call upon Mankind vo Value 
and Eſteem thoſe who ſet a moderate 
Price upon their own Merit; and Self- 
denial is frequently attended with unex- 
pected Bleſſings, which in the End abun- 
dantly recompence ſuch Loſſes as the 
Modeſt ſeem ro ſuffer in the ordinary 
Occurrences of Life. The Curious tell 
us, a Determination in our Favour, or to 
our Diſadvantage, is made upon our firſt 
Appcar- 
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Appearance, even before they know any 
thing of our Characters, but from the 
Intimations Men gather from our Aſpect. 
A Man, they ſay, wears the Picture of 
his Mind in his Countenance, and one 
Man's Eyes are Spectacles to his who 
looks at him to read his Heart. But tho 
that way of raiſing an Opinion of thoſe 
we behold in Publick is very fallaci- 


ous, certain it is, that thoſe who by 


their Words and Actions take as much 
upon themſelves, as they can but barely 
demand in the ſtrict ſcrutiny of their De- 
ſerts, will find their Account leſſen every 
Day. A modeſt Man preſerves his Cha- 
racter, as a frugal Man does his Fortune; 
if either of them live to the height of either, 
one will find Loſſes, the other Errors, 
which he has not a Stock by him to make 
up. It were therefore a juſt Rule to keep 
our Deſires, our Words, and Actions, 
within the Regard we obſerve our Friends 


have for us; and never, if it were in a 


Man's Power, to take as much as we pol- 


ſibly might, either in Preferment or Re- 
putation. He that in his Air, his Treat- 


ment of others, or an habitual Arrogance 
to himſelf, gives himſelf Credit for the 
leaſt Article of more Wit, Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, or Valour, than he can polibly 
produce if he is called upon, will find the 
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World break in upon him, and conſider 


him as one who has cheated them of all 


the Eſteem they had before allow'd him. 
But if there were no ſuch Conſidera- 


tions as the good Effect which Self-denial 


has upon the Senſe of other Mentowards 
us, it is of all Qualities the moſt deſirable 
for the agreeable Diſpoſition which it pla- 
ces in our own Minds. I cannot tell 
what to ſay better of it, than that it is the 
very contrary of Ambition; and that 
Modeſty allays all thoſe Paſſions and In- 
quietudes to which that Vice expoſes us. 
He has no Emulation ; he is no Man's 
Rival, but every Man's well-wiſher ; can 
look at a proſperous Man with a Plea- 
ſure, in reflecting that he hopes he is as 
Happy as himſelf : And has his Mind and 
his Fortune (asfar as Prudence will allow) 
open to the Unhappy and to the Stran- 

ger. | | 
I can't advance the Merit of Modeſty 
by any Argument of my own ſo pow- 
erfully, as by enquiring into the Senti- 
ments the greateſt among the Ancients 
of different Ages entertain'd upon this 
Virtue. If we go back to the Days of 
Solomon, we ſhall find Favour a neceſſary 
Conſequence to a ſhamefac'd Man. Pliny 
the greateſt Lawyer and moſt elegant 
Wruer of the Age he liv'd in, in ever 
0 
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of his Epiſtles is very ſollicitous in re- 
commending to the Publick ſome youn 

Men of his own Profeſſion, and very of- 


ten underſtands to become an Advocate, 
upon Condition that ſome one of theſe 


bis Favourites might be join'd with him, 


in order to produce the Merit of ſuch 
whoſe Modeſty otherwiſe would have 
ſuppreſs'd it. It may ſeem very wonder- 
ful to an Arrogant Modern, that Multum 
ſanguinis, multum Verecundiæ, multum Soli- 
citudinis in Ore ; to have the Face firſt full 
of Blood, then the Countenance daſh'd 


with Modeſty, and then the whole Aſpe& 


of one dying with Fear, when a Man 
begins to ſpeak, ſhould be Eſteem'd by 
Pliny the neceſſary Qualifications of a fine 
Speaker. | I 
But leaſt an Eulogium on Modeſty may 
feem a Digreſſion in a Treatiſe upon 
Pride, I ſhall beg leave to conſider it in 
the View of Humility, which is the direct 
Oppoſite of this Vice. The humble Man, 
tho' he be not out of his own Favour, no 
Man ſets ſo low a Value on his Worth, 
as himfelf ; not out of Ignorance or Care- 
leſneſs; but of a voluntary and meek De- 
jectedneſs. His Eyes are full of his own 
Wants, and others Perfections: He loveth 


rather to give than take Honour ; not in 


a Faſhion of Complemental Cel: 
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but in. Simplicity of his Judgment; when 
he hath but his Due, he magnifieth Cour- 
| teſy, and diſclaimeth his Deſerts. His 
| Face, his Carriage, his Habit, ſavour of 
| Lowlineſs without Affectation, and yet 
he is much under that he ſeemeth. There 
is no better Object of Beneficence, for 
what he receives, he aſcribes meerly to 


the Bounty of the Giver, nothing to Me- 


rit. He emulates no Man in any thing 
but Goodneſs, and that with more de- 
| fire, than Hope to over-take. Ina Word, 
he is as a lowly Valley, ſweetly planted 
| and well water'd; the Proud Man's Earth, 
| whereon he tramples; but ſecretly full 
of wealthy Mines, more worth than he 
that walks over them. 

This is the Character of the humble 
Man; let us now take a View of the Proud 
| and Arrogant One. All his Humour ri- 

les up into the Froth of Oſtentation, 
Which if it once ſettle, falls down into a 
| narrower Room. He is proud even of 
another Man's Horfe ; and well mounted, 
| thinks every Man wrongs him that looks 
not at him. A bare head in the Street 
| doth him more good than a Meal's Meat; 
| He picks his Teeth when his Stomach is 
| empty, and call; for Pheaſants, at a com- 
mon Inn; you ſhall find him prizing the 
richeſt Jewels, and the faireſt 3 

when 


countenance our Pride; Shakeſpear has 
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when his Purſe yields not Money enough 
for Earneſt. He thruſts himſelf into the 
Preſs before ſome great Ladies ; and loves 
to be {een near the head of a great Train, 
His Talk 1s, how many Mourners he fur- 
niſh'd with Cloaks at his Father's Fune- 
ral ; how rich his Coat is, and how An- 


cient ; how great his Alliance; how fig- 


nal his Exploits; and when he has com- 
mended other's Buildings, Furnitures, or 
Suits, compares them with his own, 
When he has undertaken to be Broker for 
ſome rich Jewel, he wears it; and pul- 
ling off his Glove to ſtroke up his Hair, 
thinks no Eye ſhould have any otner 
Object. Entertaining his Friend, he chides 
his Cook for no better Cheer; and names 
the Diſhes he meantand wants. To con- 
clude his Character, he is ever on the 
Stage, and acts ſtill a glorious Part abroad 
when no Man carries a baſer Heart, no 
Man is more ſordid and careleſs at home. 


He is a Spaniſh Soldier on an Tralian 


Theatre ; a Bladder full of Wind, a Skin 
full of Words, a Fool's Wonder, and a 


Wiſe Man's Fool. 


The Inſtability of Human Affairs, the 
turns and viciſſitudes of Fortune, and the 
ſudden Falls from the moſt ſwoln Ambi- 
tion, are Subjects which ought to dif- 


all 
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an admirable Paſſage on this Head, which 
deſerves a Place in all Moral Writings, 


Farewell, a long farewell to all my Greatneſs ! 
| This is the State of Man; to Day, be puts forth 
| The ——_ of Hopes, to Morrow, bloſ= 
oms 
And bears his bluſhing Honours thick upon him; 
' The Third Day comes a Froſt, a killing Froſt, 
And when he thinks, good eaſy Man, full ſurely, 
| His Greatneſs is a rip' ning, nips his Root, 
And then he falls as I do. I have ventur d, 
(Like little wanton Boys, that ſwim on Blad- 
| ders) 
bis many a Summer in a Sea of Glory, 
But far mn my Depth: My high-blown 
Pride | 
At length broke under me, and now has left me, 
E Weary and Old with Service, to the Mercy 
| Of aRude Stream, that muſt for ever hide me. 


Ihe moſt plauſible Pretences for thoughts 
of Pride, are Learning, Nobility, and 
Power, as they are in general accounted 
the brighteſt and moſt diſtinguiſhing Ad- 
vantages: Yet I believe there is much 
more Weight laid upon them, than in 
ſtrict Reaſon they will bear. Learning 
and high Conceit}agree very ill toge- 
ther; for a Man of Letters muſt have a 

clear Notion of the Stupidneſs and De- 
; formity 
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formity of this Vice; and being better 
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acquainted with the Frame and paſſions 
of Human Nature, he can't chuſe but 
diſcover how unacceptable it muſt make 
him to all Mankind. Beſides that Learn- 
ing gives us a fuller Conviction of the 
Imperfection of our Nature; which one 
would think might diſpoſe us to Modeſty, 
The more a Man knows, the more he 
diſcovers his Ignorance. He can ſcarce 
look upon any part of the Creation, but 
he finds himſelf encompaſs'd with Doubt; 
and Difficulties. He knows he has a Be- 
ing, tis true; and ſo does a Peaſant ; 
bur what this thing is which he calls 
himſelf, is hard to fay. And as the more 


refin'd Underſtandings know little or no- 


thing of themſelves, and of this material 
World; fo, upon Enquiry, we ſhall find 
them as defective in their Skill about Mo- 
ral Truths. We fee how unaccountably 
the Publick Conſtitutions of Nations vas 
ry; as if Right and Wrong lay in the 
Fancies of Men, rather than in the Rea- 
{ons of things. The Heathen Philoſophers 
may fairly be granted to have as good 
Pretences to Learning, as any other ſort 
of Men among them ; and yet what 4 
{mall Proportion of ſolid Knowledge were 
they Matters of? How ſtrangely did they 
differ in Matters of the higheſt * 
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how eagerly Diſpute, and not without pro- 
bability on both ſides? It were tedious to 
recount the Diſſerences one Sect had with 
another, their Inconſiſtencies with them- 
ſelves, and the ridiculous and ill ſuppor- 
ted Tenets ſome of the moſt famous of 
them have held. Indeed the more modeſt 
of them would confeſs, that the chief Uſe 
of Learning was to give us a fuller Diſ- 
covery of our Ignorance, and to keep us 
from being Peremptory and Dogmatical 
in our Determinations. Now one would 
imagine the more intimate Acquaintance 
ue had with the Imperfections of our Na- 
ture, the greater Reaſon we ſhould have 
to be humble. Is Weakneſs a proper 
Foundation to erect our lofry Conceits 
upon? Indeed he that has not the Leiſure 
or Capacity to examine how it's with him, 
may be fondly perſuaded to fancy him- 
ſelf ſomebody, and grow vain upon tke 
kind Preſumption : But for a Man to be 
proud who can demonſtrate his own Po- 
verty, is little leſs than Madneſs. 
hut granting that Learning does give 
ſome Advantage, and that our Under- 
ſtandings are really enrich'd by it, yet in 
regard we have but a few Principles to 
build upon, the greateſt part of our Know- 
ledge muſt conliſt in Inferences ; which 
can't be wrought out without por La- 
our 
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bour and Attention of Mind. Therefore 
have we no Reaſon to be proud of what 
we have gotten; for is it not an hum- 
bling Conſideration to reflect what Pains 
we are oblig'd to take to muſter up our 
Forces, and to make that little Reaſon 
we have ſerviceable. I agree that a Man 
may lawfully maintain his Character and 
juſt Pretences againſt Rudeneſs and Igno- 
rance; but when he converſes with Peo. 
ple of Senſe and Modeſty, his Opinion 
of his own Worth ſhould but juſt dawn 
upon them, and at moſt give them but 
a remote Notice that he expected any 
ſingular Acknowledgment. If Senſe and 
Learning are unſociable and imperious 
Things, a good-natur'd Man ought to 
take eſpecial Care not to improve too 
faſt. He ought to keep down the Growth 
of his Reaſon, and curb his Intellectuals, 
when he finds them ready to out.: ſtrip 
his Neighbours. 1 
Now ſince Learning and Conceit make 
ſo odd a Figure, let us proceed to exa- 


mine the Pretences of Nobility ; for 1 


am afraid the vulgar Notion of it 1s 


{crew'd ſomewhat too high, and that it 


has not Ballaſt enough to carry all the 
Sail which is commonly made out. All 
Men were equally Noble, and equally 
Plebeian at firſt; and 1 would gladly un- 

| derſtand 
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derſtand how they came to be ſo much 
diſtinguiſh'd afterwards. If we trace the 
Records of Old Hiſtory and the Fabulous 
Ages, we ſhall find, that it has been often 
founded upon Rapine and Injuſtice. Thu- 
| cydides relates, that in ancient Times it 
| was counted an Heroick Atchievement to 
| plunder luſtily; and he was a Man of 
the beſt Quality, who was able to ſteal 
| moſt Cattle. Theſe Nimrods grew great 
by the ſtrength of their Limbs, and their 
vices, engrav'd their Murthers upon their 
| Shields, and hector'd all the little and 
peaceable People into Peaſantry. 
But to wave ſo Chimerical a Riſe of 
Diſtinction, we will ſuppoſe ics Original 
cquitable, and divide Nobility into Two 
Kinds, Hereditary, and Acquir d. The firſt 
is tranſmitted to Us from our Anceſtors, 
the other is immediately conferr'd by the 
Favour of the Prince. 
| Hereditary Nobility ſeems no juſt ground 
for an high Opinion, becauſe it is bor- 
} row'd. Thoſe great Actions which we 
had no Share in, cannot properly be any 
part of our Commendation, eſpecially if 
we want Abilities to imitate them. He 
that depends wholly upon the Worth of 
others, ought to conſider that he has but 
the Honour of an Image, and is worſhip- 
ped not for his own fake, but upon the 
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Account of what he repreſents. It is: 
lign a Man is very Poor when he hs 
nothing of his own to appear in, but is 
forced to patch up his Figure With the 
Relicks of the Dead, and rifle Tomb. 
ſtones and Monuments for Reputation, 
The Addreſs of Fuvenal to this high Rank 
of Mankind is certainly juſt 
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Ergo ut miremur Te, non Tua, primum ali. 
| quid da, ' 
Lued peſſim titulis incidere, præter Honores i ; 
Luos illis damus, & dedimus, quibus omnia! 
debes. 5 
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If you would bawe your pre-eminence admirl 
in yourſelf, and not for your P edeceſſors i 
worth, give ſome Specimen of Perſonal Merit, 
that may ſignalize your Character more than 
thoſe Honours, which we have always given 
to them from whom you derive your Nobility 
Is it a rcal Advantage, or what ſhould ex- 
cite us to high-flown Thoughts, that we 
ſtand at the bottom of a long Parchment We 
Pedigree, and are ſome Yards remov'd 
from the firſt Eſcutcheon? That our Fa- 
mity is fo fubſtantially built, that it has 
ſtood the Shock of Jime, and held out 
our Anceſtos have flouriſh'd in Honour Wi 
and Reputation, and had Cas Bm 
Ei | om- if 
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Command in their Country for ſo many 
Generations? To what do theſe fine Va- 
| luations in reality amount? If we are 
capable of Underſtanding any thing, ir 
* muſt undoubtedly be more creditable to 
promote good Humour and Modeſty in 
| Converſation, and give Men right Ap- 
prchenſions of themſelves, than to flatter 
them into groundleſs Conceits, and make 
them believe they may be truly great, and 
vet good for nothing. To maintain ſuch 
indefencible and dangerous Principles of 
Honour, which not only impoſe upon our 
© Underſtandings, but emaſculate our Spi- 
© rits, and ſpoil our Temper, and tend only 
to the nouriſhing of Idleneſs and Pride, 
is no very Heroical Undertaking. No 
perſon can be great by being owner of 
Ethoſe Things which wiſe Men have al- 
E ways counted It a piece of Greatneſs to 
Deſpiſe: Nor is it the Poſſeſſion, but the 
right management of any valuable Advan- 
tage, which makes us conſiderable. And 
he that docs not employ his Fortune ge- 
Encrouſly, is not to be reſpected mcerly 
becauſe he has it. 
But if we are not to be proud of Here. 
; itzzry Honours, and Titles OWIng to Births 
igt and Anceſtry, yet ſure, it may be 
b jected, acquir d Nobility gives us tome 
Barger Pretences of triumphing: Here is 
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No gilding of a courſe Subſtance, no box- 
row'd Glory, no faint Reflection from an 
Anceſtor, but the Man is all bright, and 
luminous to the Center, and ſhines and 
{ſparkles in his own Worth. He is not 
Great by Genealogy and Antient Title, 
by the Favour of Fortune, and the La- 
bours of thoſe he never help'd, bur by 
Nature and Performances; by having 
Greatneſs incorporated in himſelf. To 
State the Cale in this manner, is indeed 
putting in a plauſible Plea for Oftenta- 
tion; bur ſuppoſing a Man has oblig'd 
the Publick, is remarkable for great Abi- 
lities, and lights on Promotion in Honour 
or Office : Let him remember that there 
are others who have ventur'd as far, and 
perform'd as conſiderably as himſclf, 
whoſe Services all miſcarried as to any 
private Advantage, becauſe they were 
not fo lucky as to act under the Notice 
of thoſe who were able to reward. Let 
him check and reſtrain his Pride with this 
Conſideration, that many Perſons as wel 
furniſh'd as himſelf for Employment and 
Honour, go out of the World as obſcure 
ly as they came in; only for want of 


Light, and publick View. Becauſe a Man 
has receiv'd a valuable Conſideration tot 
his Services in Honour or Eſtate, — 

Ole 
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fore ſhall he preſs too arbitrarily on the 
World for Submiſſion ? Shall he ſet a Tax 
upon Converſation, and put the Compa- 
ny under Contribution for Reſpect ? 

The beſt way for real Merit to ſecure 
obſervance, is not to inſiſt roo violently 
upon it: For Pride is a moſt unfortunate 
Vice. Other Immoralities uſually gain 
their Point, tho” they loſe more another 
way. But a proud Man is fo far from 
making himſelf Great by his haughty and 
contemptuous Port, that he is uſually pu- 
niſh'd with neglect for it: And that Diſ- 
dain with which he treats others, is re- 
turn'd more juſtly upon himſelf, Great- 
neſs does not conſiſt in Pageantry and 
Show, in Pomp and Retinue; theſe are 
but the Trappings, and Indications of 
Grandeur; and tho a Perſon of Quality 


— 


will make uſe of theſe things to avoid” 
Singularity, and put the Vulgar in Mind 
of their Obedience to Authority, yet he 
does not think himſelf really the bigger 
for them: For he knows that thoſe who 
have neither Honeſty nor Underſtanding, 
have oftentimes all this fine Furniture a- 
bout them. To be Great, is not to be 
ſtarch'd, and ſupercilious; to ſwagger at 
Footmen, and brow-beat Inferiors. Such 
a Behaviour looks as if a Man was con- 
ſcious of his own Inſignificancy, and 
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that he had nothing but Outſide, and 
Noiſe, and ill Humour, to make himſelf 
conſiderable with. He that is truly No. 
ble, has far different Sentiments, and 
turns his Figure quite another way : Js 
equally remov'd from the Extreams of 
Scrvility and Pride; is above abridging 
the Liberties, or depreſſing the Spirits of 
his Dependants, to proclaim his Superio- 
rity; and values his greatneſs more for 
the Good it empowers him to do, than 
the Reſpect it procures to be paid to 
nim. 

After J have endeavour'd to deſcribe 
Pride in it's ſeveral Forms of Ambition, 


Vanity, Oſtentation, and Vain-glory, it 


would be impertinent to run a Diſcourſe 
with you upon the Inconveniences of it ; 
or to ſhew you in particular, what an 
unconquerable Averſion it gives all Man- 
kind againſt us, when we are over-grown 
with ir. Let it ſuffice for a Concluſion, 
that ir multiplies and conceals our De- 
fects from us, and makes us do a Thou- 
ſand filly things without taking Notice of 
them; that it makes us a Prey to Flatter- 
ers, and puts us to great Expences, only 
to be laugh'd at; that it ſpoils Converſa- 
tion, and takes awiy the Pleaſure of So- 
ciety. That Families, Kingdoms, and 
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Churches, are embroil'd by it, and the 
World turn d topſyturvy by this Vice. | 

In ſhort, we ought only to be proud of W 
ſupporting our Characters in Religion 
and Morality, of endeavouring to do I 
our Duties to God and our Neighbour, = 
and being above an Action which may MW 
' debate our Nature, or make us liable to 
the Cenſure of Profaneneſs, Folly, or 
Immorality. 
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Nquiries after Happinels, and 
Rules for attaining it, are not 
A lo neceſſary and uſeful ro Man- 
E kind asthe Arts of Conſolation, 
and ſupporting one's ſelf under Affliction, 
The utmoſt we can hope for in this World 
is Contentment ; if we aim at any thing 
higher, we ſhall meet with nothing but 


Griefand Diſappointments: A Man ſhould 


direct all his Studies and Endeavours at ma- 
king himſelf eaſy now, and happy here 
after. 

The Truth of it is, if all the Happinels 
that is diſperſed thro' the whole Race of 
Mankind in this World were drawn to- 
gether, and put into the Poſſeſſion of any 
iingle Man, it would not make a ve!y 
happy Being. Tho', on the contrary, » 
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the Miſeries of the whole Species were 
fixed in a ſingle Perſon, they would make 
a very miſerable one. 
The greateſt Cauſe of Impatience grows 
not ſo much from the force of Calamity, 
as from the Reluctance of the Mind of him 
that ſuffers it; this raiſes the Billows with- 
in, for tho the Calamity may be rough 
and beyond our Power to Extricate, 
yet when he meets with a Mind as tumul- 
tuous as the Calamity, it raiſes a Storm, 
as when the Wind and Tide are contrary, 
which may endanger the Veſſel. It is the 
Province of Reaſon, when the ſenſual 
Part of us grows turbulent, to make Ex- 
curſions to check its Sallies, and bring ir 
again within the Limits it hath tranfſ- 
greſs'd. 
They are extreamly deceiv'd, who think 
there is one poſitive State of Life which 
is always Serene; Content and Acquieſ- 
cence are not lodg'd in change of For- 
tune or Circumſtances, but in our own 
Boſoms: Our Revenues may be large, 
our Barns and Coffers crouded, our Afa 
fairs ſucceſsful, and Views advantagious, 
yet may we be incumber'd with Diſtaſts 
and Uneaſineſſes that will not let us rel}ſh 
the moſt delightful Fortunes : It is in- 
comparable Advice of the Philoſopher 
Epictetus, If things are not, ſays he, directly 
RT of : 8 
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as yeu would have them be content that the 


| Thould be as they are, and you will live exjy, 


We mult not let Humours or Pallions have 
the direction of our Actions; if we do, 
we mult depend on conſtant Vexations. 
Humours are alterable, and Paſſions im- 
patient; the former are continually for 
thitting the Scene, the latter for burſting 
through it: By ſtruggling with Diſqui- 
clude, we may give ourſelves Trouble 
and encreaſe of Pain, not difengage our. 
ſelves a whit the ſooner. But as raw Saii- 
ors, when they grow ſick with the work- 
ing of the Waves and motion of rhe Ship, 
think they ſhal) overcome this Squeamiſh- 
neſs if they go into the Long boat; but 
there, being equally out of Order, come 
into the Veſſel again, and are therefore 
never the better, becauſe they carry thei 
Nauſeouſneſs along with them; ſo the ſe- 
veral Changes of Life do only ſhift, and 
not wholly extirpate the Cauſes of our 
Troubles; and theſe are only our want 
of Bxperience, the weakneſs of our Judg- 
Tent, and a certain Impotence of Mind, | 
which hinders us from making a right uſe 


of what we enjoy. The rich Man is fub- 
ject ta this uncaſineſs of Humour as well 
the Poor; the Batchelor as well as the 


Man in Wedlock : This makes the Plead- 
er Withdraw from the Bar, and hen By 
| TREE RON IS alm 
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Ketirement is altogether as irkſome: 
Whilſt Reaſon makes all ſorts of Life 
caly, and every Change pleaſant. The 
greateſt cauſe of Diſcontent is, that Men 
have no definite Meaſure of their Deſires; 
tis not the Supply of all their real Wants 
will ſerve their Turn; their Appetites are 
precarious, and depend upon Contingen- - 
cies; they hunger not becauſe they are 
empty, but becauſe others are full. Thus 
Alexander wept when he heard from Anax- 
archus, that there was an infinity of Worlds; 
and his Friends asking him if any Acci- 
dent had befallen him, he return'd this 
Anſwer, Do not you think it, ſaid he, 4 
matter worthy of my Lamentation, that when 
there is ſuch a vaſt Multitude of them, I have 
not yet conquered one. © If we will create 
imaginary Wants: to ourſelves, why do 
We not create an imaginary Satisfaction 
to them? We take no notice of the real 
' Aubſtantial: Bleſſings we enjoy, but go in 
| Queſt after ſome fugitive Satisfaction, 
> which, like a Shadow, flies ſtill faſter in 
proportion to our Purſuit. A ftrange 
E Folly, thus to court Vexations, and be 
© miſerable in Chimera. 
All a Man's Wealth or Poverty is with- 
in himſelf ;. it is not the outward Abun- 
dance or Want that can make the Dit- 
ference, Let a Map be never ſo rich in 
: OG Eſtate, 
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Eſtate, yet if his Heart be not ſatisfy'd, 
bur he is ſtill whining, ſcraping, and 

pining for more, that Man is — 
Poor, & all his Bags cannot make him other 
than a ſtark Beggar. On the other Hand, 
give me a Man of ſmall Means, whoſe 
Mind is thoroughly content with a little, 
and enjoys his Pittance with a quiet and 
thankful Heart, that Man is exceeding 
Rich: All the World cannot rob him of 
his Wealth. 

It is not having, by which we can 
meaſure Riches, but enjoying; the Earth 
bath all Treaſures in it, yet no Man ſtiles 
it Rich. Of thoſe, which the World call 
Goods of Fortune, only Opinion ſets the 
Value: Gold and Silver would be Metals, 
whether we think them ſo or not; they 
would not be Riches, if Men's Conceit 
and Inſtitution did not make them ſuch. 

Plato compar'd Human Life to a Game 
at Dice, where we ought to throw for 
what is moſt commodious to us, bur to 
be content with our Caſts let them be 
never ſo unfortunate: We cannot make 
what Chances we pleaſe turn up, if we 
play fair; this lies out of our Power : 
That which is within it, is to accept pa- 
tiently what Fortune ſhall allot us, and ſo 
to adjuſt Things in their proper Places, that 
hat is our on may be diſpoſed of ihe 
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beſt Advantage ; and what hath happen'd 
againſt our Will, may offend us as little 
as tis poſſible: Otherwiſe, the Men who 
live without Meaſures, and with no Pru- 
dence, are like thoſe whoſe Conſtitution 
is ſo ſickly and infirm, that they are e- 
qually impatient both of Heats and Colds; 
Proſperity exalts them above, and Adver- 
ſity dejects them beneath their Temper : 
Indeed each Fortune diſturbs them, or 
rather, they raiſe up Storms to themſelves. 
in either, and, as they manage it, are 
querulous and diſſatisfied under good Cir- 
cumſtances. 

The moſt trite and common Bleſlings 
which are ſent us are not to be deſpis'd, 
but ought to take up a Room in our De- 
liberations. We ſhould rejoyce that we 
live, and are in Health, and fee the Sun; 
and there are no Wars nor Seditions in 
our Country; that the Earth yeilds to 
Cultivation. and that the Sea is open to 
* our Trafhck ; that we can talk, be ſilent, 
do Buſineſs, and be at leiſure when we 
pleaſe. They will afford us greater Tran- 
quility of Mind preſent, if we form ſome 
Juſt 7dea's of them when they are abſent. 
If we often call to our Remembrance, 
how ſolicitous the Sick Man is after 


Health, how acceptable Peace is to put 


out a War, and what a Courteſy it will 
do 
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do us, to gain Credit, and acquire Friends 
in a City of Note, where we are Stran- 
gers and Unknown ; and we are much 
troubled if we are depriv'd of any part of 
this Happineſs. | 

It is a thing highly conducing to the 


Tranquility of the Mind, for a Man 


chiefly to conſider himfelf and his own 
Affairs: But if this always cannot take 
place, he ſhould not make Compariſon; 
with Men of a ſuperior Condition to 
himſelf; tho this is the Epidemical Fren- 
zy of the Vulgar. The Truth is, we have 
generally in us the worſer part of the 
Levellers Principles, and tho' we can ve- 
ry contentedly behold Multitudes below 
us, yet we are impatient to ſee any above 
us; and thus we create torments to Out- 
ſelves, by our own Repinings, which or- 
ly ſet us farther from our Aims. And 
What is all this, but ungratefully to ac- 
cuſe Providence, and be induftriouliy 
picking out Occaſions to quarrel with it, 


and Torment ourſelves ? But he that is in 


his right Senſes, and Wiſe for his own Ad- 


vantage, out of thoſe many Millions whom 


the Sun looks upon, if he ſees any one 
inthe mighty Throng, who is more rich 
or Honourable than himlelf, he is neither 


dejected in his Mind nor Countenance, 
nor doth he penſively fit down deploring 


his 
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his Unhappineſs, but he walks abroad 
publickly with an honeſt aſſurance; he 
celebrated his good Genius, and boaſts of 
his good Fortune, in that he is happier 
than a Thouſand other Men who are in 
the World. 


When we hear others declare that our 


Condition is but miſerable, becauſe we 


are not Magiſtrates, and in eminent Com- 
mand; let us then look upon ourſelves to 
live, not only in a bare Happineſs, but 
Splendor, in that we do not beg our 
Bread, are not forced to ſubſiſt by carry- 
ing of Burthens, or what is altogether as 
{ervile, Flattery, But ſuch is our Folly, 
that we accuſtom ourſelves rather to live 
for other Men's fakes than our own; and 
our Diſpoſitions are ſo prone to upbraid- 
ings, and to be tainied with Envy, that 
the Grief we conceive at another's Proſpe- 
rity, leflens the Joy we ought to take in 

our Own. 115 
It likewife greatly prevents our Con- 
tent, and oburucts the Tranquility of the 
Mind, that our Deſires are immoderate, 
and not ſuited to our Abilities of Attain- 
ment, which, like Sails beyond the Pro- 
tion of the Veit}, help only to over- 
et it: Suthai being blown up with ex- 
travagant Expc'i 4:0ns, if ill Succeſs fru- 
ſtrates our Altempts, We preſently curſe 
our 
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our Stars, and accuſe Fortune, when we 
ought rather to lay the blame upon our 
enterprizing Folly. The partial Love of 
ourſelves is chiefly in fault, which infu. 
ſeth a vicious Inclination to arrogate, and 
an inſatiable Ambition to attempt every 
thing. He who impatiently covets what 
he cannot attain, puts himſelf upon a per. 
petual Rack, keeps his Appetites up to 
the utmoſt ſtretch, and yet hath nothing 
wherewith to ſatisfy them; for either 
we are troubled for the want of ſomething 
we deſire, or at the ſuffering ſomething 
we would avoid. Life is ſhort and tire- 
ſome, ſpent in wiſhing and deſiring; we 
adjourn our Joy and Repoſe to the time 
to come, often to a period when our 
beſt Bleſſings, Youth and Health, are al- 
ready departed. Age comes and ſurprizes 
us in the midſt of new Deſires; we arc 
got no farther, when a Fever ſeizes us, 
and extinguiſhes us: If we recover, 'tis 
only to have longer time to with and de- 

i lire in. | 
vl It has been always the Opinion of the 
| Wiſe Ancients, that Happineſs is founded 
upon Wiſdom and Virtue; for that we 
muſt firſt know. what we ought to do, 
and then live according to that Know- 
ledge: That a good Man can never be 
miſerable, nor a wicked Man happy, nor 
any 
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any Man unfortunate, that chearfully ſub- 
mits to Providence. Thus then the cer- 
tain way to Happineſs lies fair before us, 
but Men will yet ſteer their Courſe on 
the other ſide, which as manifeſtly leads 
to Ruin. We live as it were by chance, 


and by chance are we govern'd; ſome there 


are that torment themſelves afreſh with 
the Memory of what is paſt : Others a- 
gain afflict themſelves with the Appre- 
henſions of Evils to come; and very ridi- 
culouſly both: For the One does not now 
concern us, and the Other not yet, 

Levity of Mind is a great hindrance of 
Repoſe ; from one Appetite we pals to 
another, not fo much upon Choice, as 
for Change, Some People are never At 
quier, others are ahvays 10; and they are 
both to blame. For that which looks 
like Vivacity and Induſtry in the one, 1s 
only a Reſtleſneſs and Agitation; and 
that which paſſes in the other for Mode- 
ration and Reſerve, is but a drowſy and 
an unactive Sloth. Some are perpetually 
ſhifting from one thing to another; others 
again make their whole Life but a kind 
of uneaſy Sleep. Some lie toſſing and 
turning till very Wearineſs brings them 
to Reſt; there are many Properties and 
Diverſities of Vice; but it is one never- 
failing effect of it to live diſpleas d. W 
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do all of us labour under inordinate De. 

fires; we are either timerous, and dare 
not venture, or venturing, we do not 
ſucceed ; or elſe we caſt ourſelves upon 
uncertain Hopes, where we are perpe- 
tually ſollicitous and in ſuſpence. We 
live and dye reſtleſs and irreſolute ; we 
grow impatient, and aſham'd of ourſelves; 
and ſuppreſs our inward Vexation till it 
breaks our Hearts for want of Vent. In 
ſhort, we divide our Lives betwixt a diſ- 
like of the preſent, and a Deſire of the 
future ; but he that lives as he ſhould, 
orders himſelf fo, as neither to fear nor 
to wiſh for to Morrow: If it comes, tis 
welcome; but if not, there's nothing 
loſt; for that which is come, is but the 
ſame over again with what's paſt. 

One Sovereign Remedy againſt Mil- 
fortunes and Diſcontent, is Conſtancy of 
Mind; nothing can be above him that is 
above Fortune: He is proof againſt Cala- 
mities ; can take as found a Sleep in a 
Barn as in a Palace, and a Bottle of Hay 
makes him as good a Lodging as a Bed of 
Down : Should every thing ſucceed to 
his wiſh, it would not tranſport him; 
nor would he think himſelf Miſerable, 
it he ſt.ould not have one quiet Hour in 
his whole Lite. But he that ſets up his 
Reſt upon Contingencies, ſhall never be 

| | quiet, 
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quiet. We cannot pronounce a Man 
happy, tbat depends upon Fortune for 
his Happineſs; for nothing can be more 
prepoſterous than to place the good of a rea- 
ſonable Creature in unreaſonable things. 
What ſhall come to paſs, we know not; 
but what may come to paſs, we know: 
And methinks we ſhould not find ſo much 
fault with Fortune for her Inconſtancy, 
when we ourſelves ſuffer a Change every 
Moment that we live; only other Chan- 
ges make more noiſe, and this ſteals up- 
on us like the Shadow upon a Dial ; eve- 
ry jot as certainly, but more inſenſibly. 
We ſhould therefore prepare for a Ship- 
wreck in the Porr, and for a Tempeſt in 
a Calm: We ſhould ſer before our Eyes 
the whole Condition of Human Nature, 
and conſider as well what may happen, 
as what commonly does, For the way to 
make future Calamities eaſy to us, 1s to 
make them familiar to us in the Contem- 
plation. I would rather make my For- 
tune, than expect it; being neither de- 
preſs'd with her Injuries, nor dazled with 
her Favours. When Zeno was told, that 
all his Goods were drown'd ; hy then, 
lays he, Fortune has a mind to make me a 
Philoſopher. Tis a great matter for a Man 
to advance his Mind above her Threats 
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or Flatteries ; for he that has once gotten 
the better of her, is ſafe for ever. 

Plutarch has remark'd, that every Man 
hath a Store-houſe of Contentment and 
Trouble in his own Boſom ; and that the 
Veſſels which contain Good and Evil are 
not plac'd at Jupiters Threſhold, but in 
the Receſſes of the Mind, the Variety of 
our Paſſions are an abundant Demonſtra- 
tion. The Fool doth not diſcern, and 
conſequently cannot mind, the Good that 
is obvious to him; for his Thoughts are 
ſtill intent upon the future. But the 
prudent Man retrieves things that were 
loſt out of their Oblivion, by ſtrength of 
Recollection renders them perſpicuous, 
and enjoys them as if they were preſent: 
Happineſs having only a few coy Mi. 
nutes to be courted in, the Man that hath 
no Intellectuals neglects this Opportuni- 
ty, and ſo it ſlides away from his Senſe, 
and no more belongs to him. 

To make a right eſtimate of this World, 
we ſhould conſider it as a Stage, and our- 
ſelves but as Actors ; and to reſolve that 
it is very little material what part we 
play, ſo we doit well: And to do it well, 
is to come off with Applauſe from others, 
and ſatisfaction to ourliclyes, 

But we purſue Meaſures directly con- 
trary ; We take the magnifying 9 
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of Diſcontent, when we view our own 


Miſeries, and others Felicities; but look 
upon our own Enjoyments, and their Suf- 
ferings, thro' the contracting Opticks of 
Ingratitude and Incompaſſion. It is a 
very ill-natur'd thing for any Man to 
think himſelf more miſerable becauſe ano- 
ther is happy; and yet this is the very 
thing by which alone many Men have 


made themſelves wretched,creating Wants 


to themſelves, meerly from the envious 
Contemplation of other Men's Abun- 
dance. 

One principle Means to bring us to a 
state of Content and Tranquility, is to 
determine within ourſelves, that there is 
no wrangling with Fortune ; no being 
out of Humour for Accidents; whatſo- 
ever befals us in our Lot, and whether 
in appearance it be good or bad, it is 
God's Pleaſure, and it is our Duty to 
bear it, When a Man has once gotten a 
Habit of Virtue, all his Actions are equal; 


he is conſtantly one and the ſame Man: 


The Sum of human Duty may be com- 
prehended in few Words: Patience, where 


we are tO ſuffer; and Prudence, in what 
we are to do. 


It is a frequent Complaint in the World, 
that the things we enjoy are but few, 
tranſitory, and uncertain ; ſo ungrateful a 
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Conſtruction do we make of the Divine 
Bounty. Hence it is, that we are neither 
willing to dye, nor contented to live; 
betwixt the Fear of the one, and the De- 
teſtation of the other. Hence it is, that 


uc are perpetually ſhifcing of Counſcls, 


and ftill craving of more ; becaule that 

which we call Felicity, is not able to hill 

us. Thoſe things which all Men cover, 

are but ſpecious Ou:-tdes, and there's 

nothing in them of ſubſtantial Satisfaction. 

Nor is there any thing ſo hard and ter- 

1ible in the contrary as the Vulgar ima- 

gine; only the Word Calamity has an ill 
Reputation in the World, and the very 
Name is more grievous than the thing it- 
felf., What have I to complain of, if ! 
Can turn that to Happineſs, which others 
count a Miſery 2 A wilc Man either re- 
pells, or elects, as he ſees the Matter before 
him, without fearing the Ill which he re- 
jects, or admiring what he chuſes. Our 
Condition is good enough it we make 
the beſt on't, and our Felicity is in our 
own Power. Things that are Advenii- 
tions have no Effect upon him that 
ſtudics to make ſure of his Happinels 
within himſelf. It is not with common 
Accidents of Life, as with Fire and Sword, 
that burn and cut all alike ; but Mistor- 
tunes work more or leſs, according to the 
| Weak- 
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Weakneſs or Reſolution of the Patient: 
And he that gricves for the loſs of caſual 
Comforts, ſhall never want Occaſion of 
Sorrow. 

Reſtleſneſs of Mind, inequality of Hu- 
monr, inconſtancy of Affection, and un- 
certainty of Conduct, are all Vices of the 
Soul, bur different ; and as like as they 
appear, are not always found in one and 
the fame Subject. Every thing is ſtrange 


in the Humours, Morals, and Manners 
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of Men: One lives Sour, Pationate, Co- 


vetous, Furious, Submithve, Laborious, 


and full of his own Intereſts, who was 
born Gay, Peaceable, Indolent, Mag- 
nificent, of a noble Courage, and far 
from any thing Baſe and Pititul : The 
Cares of Liſe, the Circumſtances they 
find themſelves in, and the Law of Ne- 
cellity, force Nature, and Cauſe ſuch great 
Changes. Thus ſuch a Man, at the bot- 
tom and in himſelf, is not to be defin d; 
abundance of things which are out of his 
Power, change, turn, and overturn him: 


He's nor really what he is, or what he 


appears to be. *Tis ſo common for Man 
not to be Happy, and ſo eflential to all 
Good to be acquir'd with Trouble, that 
what comes With Falſe is ſuſpected; We 
can hardly comprehend how any thing, 
which coſts us to little, can be 

1 Advan- 


for our 
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Advantage, or how, by juſt Meaſures, we 
could reach the Ends we propos'd : We 
think we deſerve good Fortunes, but ought 
ſeldom to depend on it. There are certain 
good things which we moſt paſſionately 
deſire, and the very Idea of them moves 
and tranſports us; yet if we happen to 
obtain them, we are leſs ſenſible of them 
than we thought we ſhould be, and lef 
buſy in rejoycing over them, than in af. 
piring after greater. So there are ſome 
Evils ſo frightful, and ſome Misfortunes ſo 
horrible, that we dare not think on them, 
and the very Proſpect make us Trem- 
ble; if they chance to fall on us, we find 
more relief than we could imagine, we 
arm ourſelves againſt preverſe Fortune, 
and do better than we hop'd for. 

Is it not plain, that we ſet falſe Efti- 
mates on every thing that may befall us, 
foreſtall Objects with Prepoſſeſſions or 
Prejudices, and thereby become Inftru- 
mental to our own Uneaſineſs? Indeed 
if we could uſe our Eyes aright, and ſee 
things in their true Shapes, a Compe- 
tency would be more pleaſing than Abun- 
dance; and the Envy'd Pomp of Princes, 
when ballanc'd with the Cares and Ha- 
zards anntx'd, would rather make a wile 
Man fear than deſire Preferment. There 
is no greater Unhappineſs than the Fong 
: Admi- 
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Admiration of other Men's Enjoyments 
and Contempt of our own: Bur if we 
would begin at the right End, and look 

with as much Compaſſion on the Adver- 
ſities of others, as we do with Envy at 

| their Proſperities, every Man would find 
Cauſe to fit down contentedly with his 
own Burrhen. 
But the Nature of Man is extreamly 
querulous; we know not what we would 
have; and when we have it, we know 
not how to like it; we would be happy, 
yet we would not dye; we would live 
long, yet we would not be old; we abound 

Vith Complaints, yet nothing diſlikes us 
but the preſent ; for what we condemn'd, 
while it was, once paſt we magnify, and 

ſtrive to recall it out of the Jaws of Time. 

Every Bleſſing that is lent us, thro' our 

© Ingratitudes and Diſcontents, hath ſome- 
thing to diſparage and diſtaſte it, Chil- 

dren bring Cares; ſingle Life is wild and 
> ſolitary ; Religion nicely ſevere, Liberty 
lawleſs; Wealth Burthenſome, and Me- 1 

en contemptible; every thing has 1 

its Fault, either in Abundance, or Defi- 

CIENCY. | | 

> The diſcontented Man is ever heads i! 
ſtrong and ſelf-will'd: yet does not tye if 


himſelf ro Eſteem, or pronounce accor- 


eing to Reaſon ; ſame things he muſt bl 
I - ih diſlike 
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diſlike, he knows not wherefore, but he 
likes them not: Every thing he medleth 
with, he either findeth imperfe&,or maketh 
ſo: If but an unſeaſonable Shower croſs 
his Recreation, he is ready to fall out 
with Heaven, and thinks he is wrong'd, if 
God will not take his times when to rain, 
and when to ſhine, He 1s a Slave to 
Envy, and loſeth Fleſh with fretting, not 
ſo much at his own Infelicity, as at other's 
Good : Neither hath he leiſure to joy in 
his own Bleſſings whilſt another proſpe- 
reth : Fain would he ſee ſome Mutinies, 
but dares not raxee them; nothing but Fear 
keeps him from Conſpiracies, and no 
Man is more Cruel when he 1s not 
manacled with Danger: The Inconſtant 
and he agree well in their Felicity, which 
both place in Change ; but herein they 
differ; the inconſtant Man affects that 
which will be, the diſcontented common- 
ly that which was. 

Diſcontentment is a mixture of Anger Þ 
and of Grief, both which are wont to 
raiſe up fearful Tempeſts in the Soul. 
What can be more fooliſh than for a Man, 
becauſe he thinks God hath made him 


| Miſerable by Croſſes, to make himſcli 


more Miſerable by his own Diſtempers? ! 

If a Man will ſpurn againſt ſtrong Iron 

bikes, what can he hope to carry wy 
ut 
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but Wounds ? How witleſs a thing it is 
for a Man to torment himſelf with the 
Thoughts of thoſe Evils that are paſt all 
Remedy? What wile Beholder would not 
have {miled with pity and ſcorn, to have 
ſeen the great Auguſtus, after the defeat 
of ſome choice Troops, knock his Head 
againſt the Wall, and hear him paſſionate- 
ly cry out, O Varus, reſtore me my Le- 
gions! Yet thus froward and tetchy is 
Nature in the beſt ; if we may not have 
all we would have, all that we have is no- 
thing; if we be not perfectly humour'd, 
we are wiltully unthankful. 

"Tis certain our Repinings proceed not 
from any defect of the heavenly Bounty, 
but from the malignant Temper within 
us; It might be one great furtherance to 


our Content, if we would but confider 


how little will ſuffice Nature, and that 
all the reſt is but matter of Opinion. In- 
deed, what uſe is there of more than 
what may nouriſh us within, and cover 
us without? And yet do we rove over all 
the Latitude of Nature for Contentment; 
our Appetites are truly unreaſonable, and 
will know no Bounds : We begin with 
Neceſlaries, as Pliny juſtly obſerves, and 
from thence we rilc to Exceſs, puniſhing 
ourſelves with our own wild Deſires 
whereas, if we were Wiſe, we might 
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find Mediocrity an Eaſe. God hath plac'd 
none of us in fo barren a Soil, in ſo for- 
lorn a State, but there is ſomething per- 
haps in it which may afford us Comfort: 
But if in a ſullen Humour we will not cul- 
tivate our Field, becauſe we have per- 
haps more Mind to our Neighbour's, we 
may thank ourſelves if we Starve; the de- 
ſpiſing of what God hath given us, is but 
a cold Invitation to farther Bounty; this 
complaining Humour is a Sickneſs of the 
Mind, anda perpetual craving of the Ap- 
petite, without any poſſibility of Satis- 
faction. 

The moſt effectual Motives to the ob- 
taining a due Tranquility of Mind, and 
Reſignation of Spirit, in every change of 
Life, is to reflect, that if there be any Hap- 
pineſs to be found upon Earth, it is in 
that which we call Content: Tho' this 
is a Flower that grows not in every Gar- 
den. To become Maſters of this great 
Bleſſing, we muſt confine our Deſires to 
a proper Compaſs, put our Appetites 
under a Reſtraint, and our Paſſions under 
Subjection: Not be continually graſping 
at Poſſeſſions out of our reach, founding 
our Bliſs on imaginary Attainments, or 
repining at the Station in which Heaven 
has plac'd us, and thinking any other 
would conduce more to our Felicity. 8 

e 
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The Tranſitorineſs of all Earthly En- 
joyments, the unſatisfying Condition of 
them, and the danger of over- eſteeming 
them, ſhould wean us from Sourneſs or 
Diſcontent at being depriv'd of them. The 
Conſiderations, that Divine Providence 
over-rules all Events, that a little will ſuf- 
fice the Necellities of Nature, will con- 
vince us that we ought to abate our De- 
fires, to digeſt ſmall and ſeeming Incon- 
veniencies, and to think thar our preſent 
Condition is beſt for us. By this means, 
we ſhall neither repine at our Neighbour's 
Happineſs, nor conceive ourſelves Unfor- 
tunate: Be never anxious for the future, 
nor uneaſy at the preſent ; but enjoy a 
Temper and Serenity of Soul, and put it 


out of the power of Fate or Fortune to 


harraſs or diſcompoſe us. 
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Etirement is a ſort of Sleep to 
wearied Nature ; when we 
have run thro' the Tumults 
and Fatigues of Life, when we 
* are harraſs'd out with Buſineſs 
and Hurry, we are glad to take Shelter in 
a calm Privacy, and put in as to a fate 
Harbour out of the troubled Ocean. 
Cicero is not for allowing any the Bene- 
fits of Retirement who can be ſervicea- 
ble in a State of Activity, and only per- 
mits them an Exemption for Employ- 
ment, when they are diſabled from Buſi- 
neſs by want of Health, or call'd off by 
{ome more important Reaſon. Quibus au- 
tem talis nulla fit Cauſa, fi diſpicere ſe dicunt 
ea, que plerique admirantur, Imperia & Ma- 
giſtratus ; it non mods non laudi, verùm e- 
$1473 
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tiam vitio dandum puto. But thoſe who have 
no ſuch Pleas to excuſe them, if they yet pro- 
feſs to deſpiſe what the generality of the World 
are fond of, Command and Office, I think 
they are not only to be commended, but cen- 
ſured for withdrawing. 

Seneca, Who ſpent the greateſt part of 
his Life in a Court, ſeems to be of a con- 
trary Opinion ; he tells his Son, There is 
no Opportunity ſcapes me of enquiring where 
you are, what you do, and what Company you 
keep : And I am well enough pleas d, that I 
can hear nothing concerning you, for it ſhews 
that you live Retired. A general Conver- 
ſation is neither eaſy, nor abſolutely ſafe ; 
and yet our Retreats may look like Oſten-» 
tation. 

'Tis a fair ſtep towards Happineſs and 
Vir tue, to delight in the Converſation of 
good and of wiſe Men; and where that 
cannot be had, the next Point is to keep 
no Company at all. Solitude affords Bu- 
ſineſs enough, and the Entertainment is 


Comfortable and Eaſy. To live hidden, 


was never but ſafe, and pleaſant ; but 
then, ſo much better, when the World is 
worſe. It is a Happineſs not to be a Wit- 
neſs of the Miſchief of the Time, which 
it is hard to ſee and be guiltleſs. Your 
Philoſophical Cell is a fate ſhelter from 
9 4 Tu- 
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Tumults, from Vices, from Diſcontent. 
ments. 

Beſides that lively honeſt and manly 
Pleaſure which ariſes from the Gain of 
Knowledge in the deep Myſteries of Na- 
ture, how eaſy is it in Retirement to live 
free from the Common Cares, from the 
Infection of Common Evils! Who is en- 
vied, and who pitied at Court; who buys 
Hopes and Kindneſs deareſt ; who lays 
ſecret Mines to blow up another, that 
Himſelf may ſucceed, can never Trouble 
you. Theſe Cares dare not enter into a 
Zanctuary of Peace. Thence you can ſee 
now all chat live publick are toſs'd in theſe 
Waves and pity them. You fit as on a 
high Rock above the Waters, and laugh 
at the Tempeſt that cannot reach you, 
This View of Retirement brings to my 
Mind a Paſſage of Lucretius, beautifully 
tranſlated by Mr. Dryden, which bears no 
{mall Reſemblance to what I have ad- 
vanc'd. 


'Tis pleaſant, ſafely to behold from Shore 
The rowling Ship; and hear the Tempeſt roar ; 
Not that another's Pain is our Delight, 
But Pains unfelt produce the pleaſing Sight. 
*Tis pleaſant alſo to behold from far 
The moving Legions mingled in the War. 

But 
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But much ry; Sweet, thy lab'ring Steps to 

uide | 

ToVirtue's heights,with Wiſdom well [1 2 70 

And all the Magazines of Learning fortify d. 

From thence to look below on Human kind, 

| Bewilder'd in the Maze of Life and blind. 

O Wretched Man! in what a Miſt of Life, 

Inclos'd with Dangers, and with noiſy ſtrife, + 

He ſpends his little Span; and over-feeds 

His cramm d Deſires with more than Nature 
needs. 

For Nature wiſely ſtints our Appetite, 

And cravesno more than undiſturb'd Delight; 

Which Minds, unmix'd with Cares and Fears, 

obtain, 


A Soul Serene,. a Body void of Pain, 


Sad 


But however amiable the Bleſſing of 
Retirement may look, and be conſi- 
der'd by ſome; I am not inſenſible there 
are Others who will object, that tho? So- 
litude promiles fair, and is a ſtrong. En- 
tertainment to a Melancholy Fancy ; yet 
were the Notion driven up, and try'd in 
its fartheſt Extent, we ſhould quickly 
change our Opinion. They ſay, that 
| like a great many other things, tis betteg - 
in proſpect, than poſſeſſion. Like a Sum- 
mer's Cloud in the Evening, it looks ſoft 


and fine at a diſtance, and preſents us 


with a great many pretty Figures ; but 
85 when 
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when you come cloſe to the Object, the 
Colours are rubb'd out, and the Subſtance 
fhrinks: There is nothing remaining but 
empty Air; nothing that will either feed 
the Eye, or fill the Graſp. 

It may be further urg'd, that Adam was 
created in the Perfection of his Species, 
that there was nothing but Plenty and 
Pleaſure, Innocence and Security in View; 
he had neither Want to diſtreſs him, Dan- 
ger to alarm him, or Guilt to make him 
uneaſy. But notwithſtanding this Para- 
diſe both without and within, God ſaw his 
Being imperfect, and that twas not gold 
for bim to be alone. If Happineſs then i; 
impracticable without Society, if Solitude, 
ſtrictly taken, won't do in Paradiſe, 'tis 
in vain to expect from it ellewhere, 

If a Perſon, ſays Tully, of Senſe and 
Probity, was furniſh'd with all the Blei- 
ings of Life, and had never ſo much 
Wealth, Leiſure, and largeneſs of Under- 
ftarding, yet if he was barr'd all manner 
of Company, and never allow'd ſo much 
as to fee a Man, he had better throw up 
his Being, and fairly take leave of the 
World. Indeed, a Man well accommo- 
dated, may love Company from a more 
generous Motive than that of Pride 0! 
Vanity; to transfuſe his Saticfa ion, 106 
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ſhew his good Nature; to inſtruct, to 
oblige, and entertain. 

There may be this Objection indeed 
made to Retirement; that Solitude gives 
too much Leiſure for Reflection, opens an 
unacceptable Scene, and ſhews a Man the 
Poverty of his own Nature. For let the 
Outſide look never ſo fair, twill by no 
means bear the Teſt of a thorough Inſpe- 
Ction ; the Stores, when examin'd, will 
fall ſtrangely ſhort. The moſt knowing 
and powerful will ſoon be at a Stand : 
They'll quickly perceive their Under- 
ſtanding puzzled, and their Will check'd, 
in abundance of things. Beſides, the un- 
certainty of the Future, and the Thoughts 
of Death will crowd in: In ſhort, no+ 
thing but the Supports of Religion can 
make a Man fit to entertain himſelf: Now, 
Company gives Buſineſs and Diverſion, 
draws the Mind abroad, and keeps Pegs 
ple's Thoughts from preying upon them- 
lelves. _. . 

It often happens, that if we can't be 
courted, and have our Will, we fall into 
a Fit of Retirement, and make Company 
no longer: How often do the Declen- 
ſions of Intereſt, the Misfortunes in Love 
or Ambition, drive People out of Buſi- 
neſs and Sight, and make them with- 
draw to Privacy? As Children, when they 


are. 
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means bear the Teſt of a thorough Inſpe- 
Ction ; the Stores, when examin'd, will 
fall ſtrangely ſhort. The moſt knowing 
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They'll quickly perceive their Under- 
ſtanding puzzled, and their Will check'd, 
in abundance of things. Beſides, the un- 
certainty of the Future, and the Thoughts 
of Death will crowd in: In ſhort, no- 
thing but the Supports of Religion can 
make a Man fit to entertain himſelf: Now, 
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draws the Mind abroad, and keeps Peo- 
ple's Thoughts from preying upon them- 
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It often happens, that if we can't be 
courted, and have our Will, we fall into 
a Fit of Retirement, and make Company 
no longer: How often do the Declen- 
ſions of Intereſt, the Misfortunes in Love 
or Ambition, drive People out of Buſi- 


neſs and Sight, and make them with- 


draw to Privacy? As Children, when they 
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are croſs'd in their Fancy, walk off and 
ſtand ſullen in a Corner. Some People 
Iikewile retire to conceal their Defects; 
They are ſufficiently acquainted with the 
lean Temper of the Generality ; how for- 
ward the World is to ſpy out a Fault, and 
publiſh a Diſadvantage: And therefore 
they are unwilling to have the Im. 
perfections of Age or Fortune gaz'd at, 
and remark' d: Too much Light diſco- 
vers the Wrinkles, which makes them chuſe 
to ſit out of the Sun. 

Plutarch hath writ a ſhort Treatiſe on 
this Queſtion, Whether it was rightly ſaid, 
LIVE CONCEAL'D: The Philoſopher 
Jeems poſitĩive that he who ſaid it, had no 
mind to live canceal'd, but fpoke it with 
deſign of being taken notice of for his 
very ſaying it: As if he ſaw deeper into 
things than every vulgar Eye, and to 
purchaſc to himſelf a Reputation, how 
unjuſtly ſoever, by inveigling others into 
Obſcurity and Retirement: That beſides, 


the thing itſelf ſounded ill, to bid us keep 


all our Life-time out of the World's Eye, 
28 if we had rifled the Sepulchers of the 
Dead, or dons ſuch deteſtable Villanies as 
we muſt hide for: As if it. were grown 
a Crime to live, unleſs we could keep all 
others from knowing we doſo. From this 
Pohlion he proceeds to pronounce, that 

even 
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even an Ill- liver ought not to withdraw 


from the Converſe of Others; no, let 


him be known, let him be reclaim'd, ler 
him repent: If he have any Stock of Vir-- 
tue, let it not lie unemploy'd; or if he 
have been viciouſly bent, let him not by 


flying the Means continue unreclaim'd and 


uncur'd. All the Infirmities of a diſſolute 
Life, all the Irregular Paſſions of the 
Soul, ought to be laid open to the View 
of all, and undergo the Touch of every 
Skilful Hand, that all who Examine into 
the Temper, may be able to preſcribe ac- 
cordingly. Doth anger tranſport us? Let 
us take the Advice to ſhun the Occaſions 
of it. Doth Love torment, or Jealouſy 
diſtract Us? From Converſation we ſhall 
be taught Expedients, to remove Or wea- 
ther our Paſſions: 

Again, if on the other hand, this Ad- 
vice be calculated for the Owners of 


Worth and Virtue; if they muſt be con- 


demn'd to Privacy, and live unknown to 
the World; what would this have amoun- 
ted to, but in effect to bid Epaminondas 
lay down his Arms, to bid Lycurgus can- 
cel his Laws, to bid Thrafibylus ſpare the 
Tyrants; in a word, to bid Pythagoras 
forbear his Inſtructions, and Socrates his 
Reaſonings and Diſcourſes 2 What would 


it be but to ſentence Virtue to be doom'd 
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to Oblivion, Art to Idleneſs and Inacti- 
vity, Philoſophy to Silence, and all a 
Man's Happineſs to be forgotten? If in 
the State of Life we are under, we muſt 
be ſecluded from all Knowledge and Ac- 
quaintance with the World ; let it be only 
ſuch, who make it the whole Buſineſs of 
Life to heap Pleaſure upon Pleaſure ; 
let ſuch hve Recluſes all their Days, 
But what ſhould they hide their Heads 
for, who, with regard to the Works of 
Nature, own and magnity a Divine Being, 
who celebrate his Juſtice and Providence, 
who in Point of Morality are due Obſer- 
vers of the Law, Promoters of Society 
and Community among Men, Loveis of 
the Common-wealth, and in the Admini- 
tration thereof prefer the common Good 
before a private Advantage? What ſhould 
ſuch Men cloiſter up themſelves, and live 
Recluſes from the World for? Would you 
have them out of the way, for fear they 
ſhould teach others to be good too? For 
fear they ſhould ſer a good Example, and 
allure others to Virtue out of Emulation 
of the Precedent? For to be known to 
the World under ſome eminent Chara- 
Ger, not only carries a Reputation with 
it: But makes the Virtues in us become 


practical like Light, which renders us not 


only Viſible, but uſeful to others. 


I 
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It may be ſtill argued in Diſcounte- 
nance of Solitude and Retirement, that 
Men's natural Parts, lying unemploy'd for 
lack of Acquaintance with the World, 
contract a kind of Filth or Ruſt and Cra- 
zineſs thereby. For ſottiſh Eaſe, and a 
Life wholly Sedentary, and given up to 
Idleneſs, ſpoils and debilitates not only 
the Body, but the Soul too; And as cloſe 
Waters ſhadow'd over by bordering. Trees, 
and ſtagnated in default of Springs to ſup- 
ply Current and Motion to them, become 
Foul and Corrupt ; fo the innate Facul- 
ties and Powers of a dull unſtirring Soul, 
whatever Uſefulneſs, whatever Seeds of 
Good ſhe may have taken in her, yet 
when. ſhe puts not thoſe Powers into- 
Action, when once they ſtagnate, they 
loſe their Vigour and run to decay. A 
Man's Reaſon, (like Fire, ſcarce Viſible, 
and juſt going out) retires into itſelf, and 
what with Inactivity and Dullneſs, every 
little flitting Object ſo ſhatters and en- 
dangers the extinguiſhing it, that there 
remain but ſome obſcure and glimmering 
Indications that the Man is alive. There- 
fore he that caſts himſelf into obſcure Re- 
tirements, he that ſits ſurrounded in Dark- 
neſs, and buries himſelf alive, ſeems, 
in Plutarch's Mind, to repine at his own 
Birth, and grudges he ever had a Being. 
. | All 
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All this, T muſt own, makes againſt a 
State of Retirement, to which there may 
be other Conſiderations ſubjoin'd, which, 
as Mr. Collier has term'd it, ſhould keep 
us from diſmcorporating ourſelves. We 
had our being from Mankind; our Sup. 
port, our Education, the Growth of our 
Bodies, and the Progreſs of our Reaſon, 
came all, under God, thro' their Hands, 
All the Pleaſure and Conveniencies of 
Life are convey'd to us by this Channel: 
And therefore, if Solitude could provide 
us Neceſſaries and furniſh us to our Wiſhes, 
which is impoſlible, yet we ought not to 
disband, and break looſe from human So. 
ciety. We ſhould rather continue upon 
the ſpot, and diſcharge the Obligation. 
For ſhould every Body be over-grown 
with this Shyneſs and Chagrin, ſhould 
they run off ſingle, and not endure the 
fight of each other; not only States and 
Kingdoms, Arts and Sciences, Laws and 
Religion, but even human Nature itſelf, 
would fink and be deſtroy'd- 

But further, what if general Kindnets, 
and Chriſtian Charity, fo ſtrongly en- 
Join'd in the Scripture, be utterly incon- 
ſiſtent wi h an abſolute Retirement? For 
which way can any Virtue be exercis'd 
without Object or Opportunity? All. in- 
ſtances of Affection and Sympathy, mw 
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all Works of Mercy, are impracticable 
upon this Scheme. How can he that 
abſconds from the whole World, and lives 
literally by himſelf, either feed the Hun- 
gry or Cloath the Naked? How can ſuch 
a one be Hoſpitable ro Strangers, or viſit 
thoſe under Sickneſs or Conftnement ? 
What poſſibility is there of his inſtructing 
the Ignorant, of comforting the afflicted, 
or correcting the audacious Libertine ? Is 
it not to renounce Human Society; is It 


not to renounce Chriſtianity, and cut our 


ſelves off from the Communion of the 
Church: Of the Church, which implies 
Company, and is enough to diſcourage 
Solitude, by the very Idea and Name of 
E | 


But after all theſe heinous Charges are 


weigh'd, and aggravated with additional 
Circumſtances and Argument, a calm Re- 
tirement may not only be excuſable, but 
often a part of our Duty. I would not 


by Retiremenr be thought to imitate a 


wild and Savage withdrawing from all 


Commerce with human-kind, or to 
- preſcribe the Solitude of a Deſart: This 


would be inverting the Bleſſings and Be- 
nefits of ſuch a State; this would be 
to derive it from a Sickneſs of the 
Mind, prevailing Melancholy, and 
ſplenatick Reſolutions; I would not be 
| under- 
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underſtood to recommend it farther, 
than a ſeaſonable retiring from Ty. 
mult and Diſtraction; from Vice and Im. 
pertinence ; from Vanity, and Fatigue, 
Is it not poſſible to live at Eaſe, to live 
to Heaven and Ourſelves, and yet be ſer- 
viceable to our Fellow Creatures ? Muſt 
we, like Gally-Slaves, be for ever labour- 
ing at the Oar of Buſineſs, ſtruggling with 
Frauds, and buſtling with Inquietudes, and 
is there no portion of our Days allow'd 
us to Reſt and Tranquility ? No Re- 
prieve from Toil and Uneaſineſs? Mull 
our Healths and Conſtitutions, our Com- 
forts, and Satisfactions, be given up and 
ſacrific'd to eternal Anxieties? May we 
ne ver be allow'd to plead the Priviledge o 
our Labours, ſue out our Diſmiſſion, and 
withdraw from Fatigue? 

It is certain all Mankind love Eaſe; 
tho' Ambition and Avarice employ moſt 
Men's Thoughts, they. are ſuch unealy 


Habits, that we do not indulge them out 


of Choice, but from ſome Neceſſity, Real 
or Imaginary. We ſeek Happineſs, in 
which Eaſe is the principal lngredient, 
and the End propos'd in our moſt reſtlels 
purſuits is Tranquility. We are there- 
fore ſooth'd and delighted with the Re- 
preſentation of it, and fancy we partake 


of the Pleaſure, Are not Health, Tran- 


quility, 
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quility, and pleaſing Objects, the Growth 
of the Country? And tho' Men, for the 
general good of the World, are made to 
love populous Cities, the Country hath 
the greateſt ſhare in an uncorrupted Heart. 
When we paint, deſcribe, or any way in- 
8 dulge our Fancy, the Country is the Scene 
which ſuplies us with the moſt lovely 
Images. This State was that wherein God 
placed Adam when in Paradiſe; nor could 
all the fanciful Wits of Antiquity imagine 
any thing that could adminiſter more ex- 
quiſite Delight in their Ely/ium. 

The Fruit we gather from our many 
Days of Company is very little; we ſcat- 
ter much in Converſation, we gather but 
{mall Profit; but for the few Hours we 
ſpend in Retirement and Recollection the 
Return is very conſiderable; and the 
greater Portions of our Time we lay out 

this way, the more Treaſure we lay up 

for ourſelves hereafter. 
A Gentleman in a Country Life enjoys 
Paradiſe with a Temper fit for it; who 
underſtands the Station in which Heaven 
and Nature have plac'd him; he is more 
Superior to thoſe of lower Fortune by 
his Benevolence than his Poſſeſſions; and 
juſtly divides his Time between Solitude 
and Company, ſo as to uſe the one me 
the 
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the other. His Life is ſpent in good Of 
fices to his Neighbours , and his Counſel 
and Knowledge are a guard to the Sim. 
plicity and Innocence of thoſe of lower 
Talents, and the Entertainment and Hap. 
pineſs of thoſe of equal. | 

To a thinking Man it muſt ſeem Pro. 
digious, that the very Situation in 
Country Life does not incline Men to: 
Scorn of the mean Gratifications ſome take 


init, To ſtand by a Stream, naturally 


lulls the Mind into Compoſure and Re- 
verence ; to walk in Shades, diverſiſies 
that Pleaſure; and a bright Sun-ſhine 
makes a Man conſider all Nature in Glad- 
neſs, and himſelf the happieſt Being in it, 
as he is the moſt conſcious of her Gifts 
and Enjoyments. It would be the mol 
impertinent Piece of Pedantry imaginable 
to form our Pleaſures by Imitation of o- 
thers ; I will not therefore mention Scipio 
and Lælius, who are generally produc'd on 
this Subject as Authorities for the Charms 
of a Rural Life. 

He that does not feel the force of a- 
greeable Views and Situations in his own 
Mind, will hardly arrive at the Satisfa- 
ctions they bring from the Reflections of 
others. However, they who have a Taſte 
that Way, are more particularly inflam'd 
with Deſire when they ſee others in the 

Enjoy. 
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Enjoyment of it ; eſpecially when Men 
carry into the Country a Knowledge of 
the World as well as of Nature. The 
Leiſure of ſuch Perſons is endear'd and 
refin'd by Reflection upon Cares and In- 
quietudes. The abſence of paſt Labours 
doubles preſent Pleaſures, which are till 
augmented, if the Perſon in Solitude has 
the Happineſs of being addicted to Let- 
ters. 

To retire for Quiet and the Benefit of 
Thinking is certainly Commendable ; 
Amici fures Temporis, ſaid the Lord Bacon. 
Converſation is a Thief that Steals away a 
great part of our Time, and uſually ſtuffs 
our Memory with Rubbiſh ; Solitude is 
a great Relicf in ſuch Caſes, and wiſe 
Men are glad to get clear of the Croud 
for freſh Air and Breathing. In Retire- 
ment we taſte the ſweet of a quiet 
Repoſe, and entertain ourſelves with 
Freedom ; nay, we live more in Two 
Days of Retreat, and are more ſenſible of 
what Life is, than in Two Years full of 
Buſineſs and Trouble, and we fee greater 
things in Retirements than abroad in the 
World. Gs 
What do we ſce Great in the World, 
: unleſs it be perhaps an Army, the Seige 
of a Town, or the Court of a Prince ? 
[ Theſe 
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Theſe are things we are quickly accuſtom d 
to, and which only appear Great to usx 
the firſt Sight. But in Retirement, ve 
look upon the different Wotks of Nature; 
the Sum riſing and ſetting ; a fill Night; 
and thoſe Planets which ſo majeſtically 
rowl over our Heads, which we conti. 
nually admire. 

It muſt be, in reality, a great Miſery for 
a Man never to be his own ; too much 
Acquaintance makes us Strangers to oui 
ſelves, and the more we converſe with 
Men, the leſs we converſe with our own 
Boſoms. There are indeed Degrees of 
Solitude, and we may be miſtaken if we 
think it a Sanctuary againſt all Vices, or 
that there are not ſuch, who embrace it 
merely for a larger Scope in Criminal 
Enjoyments. They withdraw, as Tiberius 
did to Caprez, to be more at leiſure for their 
Vices, to debauch without Interruption, 
and be ſomewhat cover'd from Cenſure 
and Obſervation. 

Some People's Melancholy has driven 
them to an Exceſs; they are loſt in a 
Miſt of the Spleen ; they think all Seccicy 
infectious, and, that every Mortal has 


the Tokens upon him, and ſo retire to 


ſcape being polluted. This indeed is 3 
wrong Method ; for at ſuch a In, a 
an 
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Man ſhould awaken himſelf, and imme- 
diately ſtrike off into Buſineſs, or inno- 
cent Diverſion. Reſolution and Spirit 
will quickly repel the Malignity, and diſ- 
cuſs the Humour. For to loſe the Com- 
forts of Life in a few Vapours and to be 
{moak'd and ſmother'd out of ones Rea- 
ſon, are far from Circumſtances of Cre- 
dit. Tis not good to run the length of 
a retir'd Fancy, nor ſuffer the Spleen to 
govern, Solitude muſt have a Temper 
as well as other things. To over-drive 
Nature, and puſh the Experiment too far, 
never turns to any Account. 

People that retire, ſays Mr. Collier, 
ſhould examine the Difficulties, and pro- 
portion the Undertaking to their Strength; 
a thorough Scrutiny of the Inclinations, 
of the Will, and the Power, is no more 
than a Neceſſary Precaution. Without 
this preliminary Prudence a Man may 
over-burthen his Shoulders, and wade out 
of his Depth : Neither can the way be 
made back ſometimes without Levity and 
Imputation. To live alone, tho' in a mo- 
derate Degree, will require ſome tolerable 
Proviſion in Books and Capacity: He 
that goes off unfurniſh'd in the Under- 
ſtanding, will make wretched Company 
for himſelf. He has only contriv'd a 
Settlement for a ſavage Life, and-' retires 


like 
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like a Beaſt to his Den. A Man may as 
well fail alone as in Company ; there are 
ways for it, untill ſuch time as he hath 
fram'd himſelf to be ſibi Theatrum; ſo 
much to reſpe& his Reaſon and fear his 
Conſcience, that hecannot withoutShame 
ſtumble or trip in their Prefence, that he 
dare not halt before himſelf, but bears a 
kind of Reverence and Reſpect unto him- 
Telf, which, next to Religion, is the Chief- 
eſt Bridle againſt all Vice. 

We cannot have a nobler Motive to 
Retirement, than upon the Score of Reli- 
gion: To ſhut up the Proſpect of this 
World, that we may take the betterView 
of the Other, is a prudent Precaution. 
*Tis certainly good to retreat from Com- 
pany, and bar the Door upon Buſineſs 
and Diverſion ; and when we are thus 
diſengag' d; to inſpect our Practiſe, to 
ſtate our Accounts and examine our Con- 
dition for Eternity. Tis good to make 
a Stand by our ſelves, and conſider how 
well we are reconcil'd to a ſtate of Sepa- 
ration. Things ſtanding thus, we ſhould 
endeavour to diſentangle before-hand, to 
unt wiſt our Affection, and ſlide off from 
the World by degrees, And ſince the 
Objects of Senſe will ſnortly fail us, let 
us leſſen the Correſpondence, and try a 


little to live without them: Let us apply 
SO 
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to a more laſting Fund, and ſubſiſt our 
Happineſs upon Thought. To retire for 
{uch Purpoſes as theſe, is the beſt Im- 
provement of Solitude : To be thus alone, 
is the way to bring us to the molt defira- 
ble Company. Thoſe who have attain'd 
to that Sublimity of Mind, as to be above 
all worldly Cares, tho? they meddle with 
the World as being of the World, yet they 
do it fo ſafely, that they cleave not to it, 
nor are aſtoniſh'd to leave it. | 

To, come to a Concluſion; Solitude 
hath certainly more Pleaſures in it, than 
any publick Employment, for it drives us 
into Contemplation, which is fo charm- 
ing, that it may rather be ſaid to raviſh 
than pleaſe, committing fo open a Rap- 
ture upon our Souls, that it puts them al- 
moſt into a State of Separation. It is an 
Abuſe of Retirement for Men to embrace 
it out of meanneſs of Spirit, or for weak- 
neſs of Parts, as not fit to attain Great- 
neſs; and they ought to make it their 
Choice, purely to arrive at that Happi- 
neſs, which is uſually enjoy'd in a retir'd 
viztuous Life. Sir Richard Bulſtrode, in his 


Eſſays, tells us of a King of Bohemia, who 


(retiring into a Deſart, where he liv'd ſe- 
veral Years with three poor Hermits, ) 


at his Death told them, there , no Great- 
13 


neſs 
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meſs preferable to the Tranquility of that So- 
litude he had enjoy d with them, which he 
eſteem' d as true Happineſs: Whereas that Life 
be had led upon bis Throne, deſerv d more the 
Title of Death than Life. 

I remember it was the ſaying of a wiſe 
Man, Crede mibi, qui bene latuit, bene vix- 
it; Believe me, he that hath lain well con- 
ceaPd, hath liv'd well. But J muſt fay in 
our Retirement, if we only converſe with 
Earth, we ſhall- be like it, that is, unlike 
ourſelves: But if we are engag'd in more 
refin'd and intellectual Entertainments, 
we ſhall be ſomething more than ourſelves, 
that is, than this narrow Circumference 
of Earth ſpeaks us, the Soul being always 
like the Object of its Delight and Con- 
verſe. 

In ſhort, I would not be underſtood to 
recommend Retirement that ſhould make 
us Supine, Unactive, and Uſeleſs: Eve- 
ry Station of Life has its Offices, and 
there can be no Vacuum in our breathing 
Hours, but when, by Slumber, we repair 
our Nature. In our Retreats from the Þ 
hurry. of publick Employments, we muſt 
make ourſelves Serviceable as far as we 
can; there are Duties which Solitude can- Þ 
not exempt us from; we muſt extend 
Our Hands to do good, when Occaſion | 

| offers, 
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offers, and not abſolutely wrap ourſelves 
up in Contemplation. The Communica- 
tion of our Kindneſs from behind a Cloud, 
when tis voluntary, and drawn down 
neither by Force nor ExpeQation, implies 
2 a Generoſity, that ſeems a diſtant Imita- 
tion of the Divinity. * 
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F all the impertinent Wiſhes 
which we have expreſs'd in 
Converſation, there is not one 
more unworthy a Gentleman, 
or a Man of liberal Education, than that 
of wiſhing one's ſelf Younger. I have 
obſerv'd this Wiſh is uſually made upon 
ſight of ſome Object which gives the Idea 
of a paſt Action, which it is no Difhonour 
to us that we cannot now repeat; or elſe 
on what was in itſelf ſhameful when we 
performed it. It is a certain Sign of a 
fooliſh or diſſolute Mind, if we want 
our Youth again only for the ſtrength of 
Boncs and Sinews which we once were 
Maſters of. When an Old Man bewails 
the loſs of fuch Gratifications which are 
paſſed, he dilcovers a monſtrous Inclina- 
tion 
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tion to that which is not in the Courle 
of Providence to recal. The State of an 
Old Man, who is diffatisfy'd merely for 
his being ſuch, is the moſt out of all 
| Meaſures of Reaſon and good Senſe of 
any Being we have an Account of, from 
the higheſt Angel to the loweſt Worm. 
| Old Age is that which we all deſire 
| to aſpire unto; and when we have at- 
tained, are asready to complain of as our 
| greateſt Miſery ; verifying in part that 
old Obſervation, that Wedlock and Age 
are things which we deſire and repent of. 


| Da Spatium Vitae, multos da, Fupiter, annos ; 
| Hoc recto vulta, ſolum hoc & pallidus optas. 

| Sed quam continuis, & quantis longa Senectus, 
Plena Malis ? 


| Says Fuvenal ; 
Fove:grant me length of Life ; and Years good 
| Store 

Heap on my bending back ; I ask no more : 

Both Sick and Healthful, Old and Young con- 

4 ſpire, | 

In this one, filly miſchievous Deſire. 

Miſtaken Bleſſing, which old Age they call 

Tis a long, naſty, darkſome Hoſpital ! 


Years alone are load enough for the 
Strength, much more for the Weakneſs 
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of Age; but when Labour and Sorrow 
are added to the Weight, how can we 
dut double under the abe? He was 
both Old and Wiſe, who ſaid out of Ex- 
perience, that the laſt Days are the Dregs 
of our Life ; the clearer Part is good, and 
all drawn out ; the Lees fink down to the 
Bottom, Who can expreſs the miſerable 
Inconveniences that attend Old Age? 
Wherein our Cares muſt needs be mul- 
tiplied according to the manifold Occa- 
ſions of our Affairs: For the World is a 
Net, in which the more we ſtir, the more 
we are entangled. And for our bodily 
Grievances, what Varieties do we here 
meet withal? What Aches of the Bones, 
what Convulſions of Sinews, what Tor- 
ments of the Bowels, what Diſtillations 
of Rheum, what Weakneſſes of Reten- 
tion and Digeſtion, what Failings of the 
Memory, and Decays of the Senſes ? Are 
not theſe they which the Preacher calls 
the Evil-days, and the Years wherein 2 
Man ſhall ſay, I have no Pleaſure ; Where- 
in, the Sun, or the Light, or the Moon, or 
the Stars are darkned, or the Clouds return 
after the Rain: When the Keepers of the Houſe 
ſhall Tremble, and the ſtrong Men ſhall bow 
tbemſelves, and the Grinders ceaſe, becauſe 
they are few, and thoſe that look out of the 
Windows be darkned? In ſhort, Age 3 
other 
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other than the Common Sewer, into which 


all Diſeaſes of our Life are want to empty 
themſelves ; it is but the Winter of our 


Life; how can we then expect any other 


than gloomy Weather, chilling Froits, 
Storms and Tempeſts ? 

It gives no {mall Trouble to Mankind 
to conſider, that the greateſt part of Life 
15 no better than a flow Conſumption ; 
that we muſt ſhortly ſink into a State of 
Weakneſs and Infignificancy, and grow 
unacceptable both to others and ourſelves: 
When our Limbs, and our Memory, and 
it may be our Underſtanding too will 
fail us; when nothing but a Feaver will 
warm our Blood, and all the lively Per- 
ceprions are forced out of Pain: That Life, 
like an ill-gotten Eſtate, conſumes inſen- 
fibly, in deſpight of all imaginable Fru- 
gality. Infancy in a State of Hope, and 
has the Tenderneſs of Parents, or the 


Compaſſion of Strangers, to ſupport it. 


Youth, like a Bloſſom, gives us Beauty 
in Hand, and Fruit in-Proſpe&t. But Age 
grows worle and worſe upon the Pro- 
greſs, ſinks deeper in Sortow and Neglect, 
and has no Relief to expect but the 
Grave. 

But whulſt we do thus complainingly 
aggravate the Incommodities of Age, we 
muſt beware leaſt we derogate from the 

T 4 Boun- 
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Bounty of our Maker, and diſparage 
thoſe Bleſſings which he accounts preci- 
ous, amongſt which Old Age is none of 
the meaneſt. It is not a little Injurious 
ſo to faſten our Eyes upon the Diſcom- 
modities of any Condition, as not to take 
in the Advantages that belong to it, which 
carefully laid together, may perhaps ſway 
the Ballance to an equal Poiſe. The fond 
Humour of appearing in the gay and 
faſhionable World, and being applauded 
for trivial Excellencies, is What makes 
Youth have Age in Contempt, and makes 
Age reſign with fo ill a Grace the Quali- 

fications of Youth. | 
1I0 State the matter fairly, I ſhall beg 
leave to take a ſhort ſurvey of the Incon- 
veniencies to which Age Subjects us, and 
then ſubjoin the certain Advantages we 
are indebted to for it. As to the Decays 
of Body and Conſtitution, I have already 
ſpoken; and ſhall confine myſelf to thoſe 
Imperfections which are of a Moral Kind. 
To begin then, Old Perſons are gene- 
rally guilty of a Forwardneſs to be dil- 
_ pleaſed upon little Occaſions ;' to take 
things by the wrong Handle ; and to put 
levere Conſtructions upon Words and 
Actions. This unhappy Temper may be 
aligned to ſeveral Cauſes, They may 
be over- ſuſpicious of being ay te 
ong 


.. 4177 
long Experience has taught them, that 
the World is generally Unbenevolent and 


Narrow-ſpirited ; that Self- love and IIl- 


nature are extreamly Common: And that 
the Pleaſures of too many are drawn 
from the Misfortunes of their Neighbours. 
Theſe Remarks confirm'd by repeated In- 
ſtances, make no kind Impreſſion, So 
that when a Man is Conſeious of his own 
Decay, when he grows leſs Active and 
Agreeable, he is apt to fancy younger 


People are more ready to divert themſelves 


with his Declenſion than to pity it. This 
Apprehenſion makes him interpret with 
Rigour, conclude himſelf injur'd upon a 


remote Appearance, and grow diſguſted 


1pon every Ambiguity. 


Mankind, indeed, ought not to be ca- 


pable of ſuch Barbarity as this Jealouſy 
ſuppoſes: It is N their Paſſions 
at a ſcandalous Rate; inſulting an una- 


voidable Infirmity, and trampling upon 


the venerable Ruines of Humane Nature: 
This Infolence is fooliſh, as well as un- 
natural. He that Acts in this manner, 


does but expoſe his own future Condi- 


tion, and laugh at himſelf before-hand. 

A Forwardneſs to be diſoblig'd, may 
proceed from the Infirmities of Age; the 
laſt part of Life is a perpetual Indiſpoſi- 


tion; you are ſeldom free from the Pain 
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Or the Weakneſs of a Diſeaſe, The Fe- 
ver of the Fit may ſometimes intermit, 
but then your beſt Days are ſhort of 
Health. Such uneaſy Diſcipline is apt to 
make the Spirits turn Eager ; when a Man 
1s loaden a Feather is felt, and the leaſt 
Rub will make him complain. 

It is another Inconvenience of Age, 
that Old Perſons are frequently apt to 
over-rate their own Sufficiency, They 
fancy their Underſtandings move upon 
an Aſcent, and that they muſt grow Wiſer 
of Courſe, as they grow Older. Thus 
they often take their Improvement upon 
Content, without examining how they 
came by it, As if the meer Motion of 
the Sun, or the running of an Hour-glaſs, 
would do the Buſineſs. Now a miſtake 
in this Caſe, makes them impatient of 
Contradiction, and imagine themſelves 
always in the Right. To argue the Point, 
and debate their Opinions, is to injure 
them. Younger Men ought to believe 
hard, and take Authority for the laſt 
Proof. 

Then, Reſting too much upon the Pri- 
viledge of their Years, may be the Occa- 
fon of another Imperfection; and in Com- 
pliance with the innocent Demands and 
datisfaction of thoſe who are Younger. 
Theix Opinions axe the Standard of gr 

an 
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and their Deſires the Meaſure of agree- 
ableneſs. This partiality of Thought, this 
indulging their own Inclinations, makes 
them firm to Prepoſleſſion, and with dif- 
ficulty remoy'd from thoſe Cuſtoms which 
firſt engag'd them. The bare Novelty of 
a thing is enough to caſt it; they con- 
demn the prudent Alterations of the pre- 
ſent Age, and are too kind to the Errors 
of the former. | 

There is another general Misfortune in- 
cident to Old Age, and that is Covetouſ- 
neſs. This looks like ſo great a- Paradox, 
that nothing but Matter of Fact could 
force us to believe it: We have leſs Time 
to ſtay in the World, and leſs Capacity to 
enjoy it, therefore we muſt love it better 
than ever. What ſort of Reaſoning is this? 
To what purpoſe ſhould a Man graſp ſo 
hard, when he can take the leaſt hold? 
The Caſe is this; Age is not Vigorous 
enough for Buſineſs and Fatiguing. Tis 
no time to work up an Eſtate in, or to 
repair a Miſadventure. And where La- 
bour is impracticable, and Recovery de- 
ſpaired of, Parſimony has the better Colour. 
Old perſons are apt to dread a Misfortune 
more than others. They have. obſerv'd 
how Prodigality 1s puniſh'd, and Povert 
neglected; they are ſenſible their Strength 
decays, apd. their Infirmities _ 

| an 
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and therefore conclude their Supplies 
ſhould encreaſe too. The natural Dif- 
fidence and the Anxiouſneſs of Age is apt 
to preſs the Reaſons of Frugality too far, 
to be over Apprehenſive of an Accident, 
and guard with too much Concern. 

We might enumerate a great many more 
Imperfections, with which Age Burthens 
the Mind, but I have promis'd-to ſpeak of | 
{ome of the Advantages which ſhould re- 
concile us to this Stage of Life. To talk 
in the Divinc's Strain I might alledge, 
that the ſame God who knows beſt the 
Price of his own Favours, as he makes no 
imall Eſtimation of Age himſelf, ſo he 
hath thought fit to call for an high Re- 
ſpect to be given to it by himſelf, Is it 
not a Part of the inſpired Law, Thou ſhalt 
riſe up before the Hoary Head, and honour the 
Face of the Old Man, and fear thy God ? 
This awful Reſpect and Reverence to 
Years was firifily obſerv'd by the Old 
Heathens, ND 5 


Credeb mt hoc grande Nefas, & morte piandum, 


Si Juvenis vctulo non aſſurrexerat. — 

ſays Fuvenal. ee it a heinotts 
Crime, and to be puniſhed with Death, if a 
Hung Man neglected to riſe to his Elder. 
Permit me to give one Inſtance of th is 


defe- 
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deference, whichAntiqurty always thought 
fit to pay to Age, in a little Story which 
has found a Place in an Author that al- 
ways will give Diverſion. It happen'd at 
Athens, during a publick Repreſentation 
of ſome Play exhibited in Honour of the 
Commonwealth, that an Old Gentleman 
came too late for a Place ſuitable to his 


Age and Quality. Many of the Young 


Gentlemen, who obſerv'd the Difficulty 
and Confuſion he was in, made Signs to 
| him that they would accommodate him 
| if he came where they fare : The good 
Man buſtling through the Croud accor- 
dingly ; but when he came to the Seats 
ro which he was invited ; the Jeaſt was to 
fit cloſe, and expoſe him, as he ſtood, 
out of Countenance, to the whole Audi- 
ence. The Frolick went round all the 
Athenian Benches, But on thoſe Occaſi- 
ons there were allo particular Places aſ- 
ſign'd for Foreigners: When the good 
Man skulk'd rowards the Boxes appointed 
for the Lacedemonians, that honeſt People 
more Virtuous, than Polite, roſe up all to 
a Man, and with the greateſt Reſpect re- 
ceiv'd him amongſt them. The Athenians 
being ſuddenly touch'd with a Senſe of 
the Spartan Virtue, and their own Dege- 
neracy, gave a Thunder of Applauſe ; and 
the Old Man cry'd out, The Athenians an- 

der- 
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derſtand what is good, but the Lacedæmoni. 
ans ape it. That Age has a peculiar 
Right to Regard, is paſt Diſpute ; Na- 
ture teaches it; Religions enjoins it; and 
Cuſtom has made it good. If we Exa- 
mine the Reaſons of this Priviledge, we 
ſhall find them ſatisfactory and well- 
grounded. For, | 

Old Age is moſt remarkable for ir, 
Knowledge and Wiſdom; when we firſt 
come into the World, we are unimprov'd 
in both Part of our Nature, neither our 
Limbs, nor underſtandings are born at 
their full Length, but grow up to their 
Stature by gradual Advances. Thoſe who 
have had the longeſt time to furniſh and 
improve in, muſt, generally ſpeaking, be 
the wiſeſt People, where Care and other 
Advantages are equal, Men of Years have 
ſeen greater Variety of Events, have more 
Opportunities of remarking Humours and 
Intereſts. Thus therefore rhey may trace 
their Actions to the firſt Exerciſes of Rea- 
ſon. Farther, Old Perſons have the beſt 
Opportunities for reviewing their Opi- 
nions, and bringing their Thoughts. to a 
Second Teſt; for trying what they took 
upon Truſt, and correCting the Errors of 
Education. And thus their Judgment be- 
comes. more exact: They may know more 

things, 
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things, and know them better and more 
uſefully than others. | 

A greater Priviledge of Age than theſe, 
is a Freedom from thoſe impetuous Paſ- 
ſions wherewith Youth is commonly over- 
{way'd. For as our natural Heat decays, 
ſo does the Heat of our inordinate Af- 
fections abate, and the weakned Appe- 
tites are ſubdued ro Reaſon. The Tem- 
perate Old Man in his Story, when one 
ſhew'd him a beautiful Face, could An- 
ſwer, I have long ſince left to be Eye-ſick! 
And another could as frankly ſay of Plea- 
ſure, I have gladly withdrawn myſelf from 
the Service of that imperious Miſtreſs. The 
leſs our Minds have to do with our Bodies 
the better, and if Age puts an End to our 
Deſires, and does the Buſineſs of Virtue, 
there can be no Cauſe of Complaint. 

Our Exemption from Paſſions in our 
Age is partly the Effect of Conviction and 
Experience; the Danger is confider'd bet- 
ter, and the Indecency more diſcover'd 
than formerly. The Conſtitution likewiſe 
contributes its Share, the Current of the 
Blood moves more gently, and the Heat 
of the Spirits abate. This Change makes 
the Mind more abſolute, and the Coun- 
ſels of Reaſon better guarded. And thus 
the Exceſſes of Anger and Deſire grow 


leſs Intemperate. Age vicws the Under- 


taking 
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taking on all ſides, and makes fewer O- 
miſſions in the Scheme: It computes more 
exactly upon Hopes and Fears, and weighs 
Difficulty and Succeſs with better Judg- 
ment. In ſhort, this is the Time in which 
the Mind is moſt diſcerning and Difſpaſ- 
ſionate; furniſh'd with the beſt Materials 
for Wiſdom, and beſt diſpos'd to uſe 
|: RL 

In the next place, we accuſe our Age 
of many Weakneſſes and Indiſpoſitions; 
bur theſe Imputations muſt not be Uni- 
verſal: Many of theſe are the Faults of 
the Perſon, not of the Age, As all Wine 
doth not turn ſoure with Age, no more 
doth every Nature. There are thoſe who 
are Pettith and Crabbed in Youth ; there 
are, on the contrary , thoſe who are Mild, 
Gentle, and Sociable, in their decay'd 
Years. There are thoſe who are Crazy in 


their Prime; and there are thofe who in 


their Wain are Vigorous. There are 
thoſe Who, &er the fumeſs of their Age, 
have loſt their Memory; and there are 
choſe whole Intellectuals have fo happily 
held our, that they have been beſt at the 
laſt. Many of the Antient Philoſophers, 
and Romans were Examples of this Truth. 
Health, Vigour and 5enſe, hold out ſome- 
times to the length of a long Journey. 
Plato enjoy'd them all at Eighty, Oy 
1 
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did the Elder Cato. Tully was more than 
Sixty when he wrote his famous Philip- 
picks; in which his Rhetorick is not only 
more correct, but more moving and Tem- 
peſtuous, than in his younger Orations. 

To make up the Sum of our Ad- 
vantages from Years, I think the chief 
Benefit of our Age is, our near Approach 
to our Journey's End. For the End of 
all Motion 1s Reſt, which when we have 
once attained, there remains nothing but 
Fruition. Now our Age brings us (after 
a weary Race) within ſome Breathings of 
our Goal: For it young Men may die, 
Old Men mult. 

The Carnal Heart may bewail his Con- 
dition, and Complain of Nature as Nig- 
gardly in her Diſpenſations of the ſhorteſt 
Time to her nobleſt Creature, envying 
the Oaks, which many Generations of 
Men mutt leave ſtanding, and in a ftate of 
Flouriſhing. This repining is no Wonder 
in him, who is ſuch a Worldling, chat 
he thinks himſelf here at home, and looks 
upon Death as a Baniſnment. He hath 
plac'd his Heaven here below, and can 
ice nothing in his Remove, but either An- 
nihilation or Tormert. But for Chriſtians, 
who know, that whilſt we are preſent in the 
Body, we are abſent from the Lord; and do 
juſtly account ourſelves Foreigners, our 
Lite 
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Life a Pilgrimage, and Heaven our Home; 
how can we but rejoyce, that after a te- 
dious and painful Travel, we do now draw 
near to the Threſhold of our Father's 
Houſe, wherein we know there are many 
Manſions, and all Glorious? Should we 
not bluſh to hear an Heathen ſay, If God 
would offer me the Choice of renewing my 
Age, and returning to my firſt Child. hood, l 
ſhould heartily refuſe it; for I ſhould be lotb, 
after I have paſſed ſo much of my Race, to 
be call d back from the Goal to the Bars of 
my firſt ſetting out? And ſhall a Chriſtian 
whine and pune at the Thought of his Dil- 
ſolution ? Where is our Faith of an Heaven, 
if having been ſo long Sea-beaten, we 
be loth to think of putting into the ſafe 
and bleſſed Harbour of Immortality? 

'Tis time that I ſhould think of ending 
with Advice, how we may make our lat- 
ter Days moſt Eaſy and Pleaſant. If we 
would enter upon Age with Advantage, 
we muſt take care to be regular and ſig- 
nificant in our Youth. Libidinoſa etenim, 
& intemperans Adoleſcentia, fætum Corpus 
tradit Senectuti, ſays Cicero. A diſſolute 
and intemperate Youth, delivers the Body 
up weak to Age. Intemperates antedates 
Infirmities, and doubles them. It revenges 
its own Exceſſes, and plunges us ſooner 
and deeper in the Mire, than otherwiſe 

| we 
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we ſhould fall. He that would have his 
Health hold out, muſt not live too faſt. 
A Man ſhould husband his Conſtitution, 
and not throw it away till he has done 
Living, if he can help it. Not to pro- 
vide thus far, is to betray our Senſes, 
and prove falſe to the Intereſt of Eaſe and 
pleaſure. And as to the Mind, a well-ma- 
nag'd Life will be of great Service. 

In ſhort, if we would be well provided, 
we muſt begin betimes. Habits of Vir- 
rue, and handſome Performances, are the 
beſt Preparatives. Let's lay in a Stock of 
good Actions before-hand : Theſe will ſe- 
cure our Credit without, and our Peace 
within, Tis true, a good Conlcience 
won't make a Man Immortal. But yet 
the Quiet of his Mind often keeps him 
from wearing our. ſo faſt. It ſmooths his 
Paſſage to the other World, and makes 
him {lide into the Grave by a more gen- 
tle and inſenſible Motion. And when 
the Body is ſhaken with Diſeaſes, when 
it bends under Time or Accident, and 
appears juſt ſinking into Ruin, tis ſome- 
times ſtrangely ſupported from within. 
The Man is propp'd up by the Strength 
of Thought, and lives upon the Chear- 
fulneſs and Vigour of the Spirit. Pleaſant 
Retroſpections, eaſy Thought, and com- 
fortable Preſages, are admirable One; 

they 
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they help to aſſwage the Anguiſhes, and 


. difarm the Diſtempers of Age; and al- 


molt make a Man diſpiſe his Miſery. 
To be afraid of growing Old, is to be 
afraid of growing Wiſe, and being Immor- 
tal. As if we could be Happy too ſoon! 
One would think, we ſhould be glad to 
go upon a further Diſcovery ; and that 
Curioſity ſhould almoſt carry us into the 
other World. Do we nor complain of 
Diſtaſtes in this Life, do we not feel a 
Satiety of the ſame Images, what is there 
then further to detain our Fancies here 
below ? Death, conſider'd in this Light, 
is no more than paſſing from one Enter- 
rainment to another, If the prefent Ob- 
jets are grown tireſom and diſtaſiful, 
it is in order to prepare our Minds for a 
more exquiſite Reliſh for thoſe which are 
Freſh and New? If the good Things we 
have hitherto enjoy'd are tranſient, they 
will be ſucceeded by thoſe which the in- 
exhauſtible Power of the Deity will ſup- 


ply to eternal Ages? If the Pleaſures of 


our preſent State ar blended with Pain 
and Uneaſineſs, our future Will conſiſts 
of Sincere unmixed Delights? Bleſſed 
Hope! The Thought whereof turns the 
very Impreſſions of our Nature into Oc- 
caſions of Comfort and Joy, 


But 


„„ 

But our Fears prevail, and Death is 
view'd with the utmoſt Horror. We were 
not Men, if we did not Fear him; he is the 
King of Terror, and therefore may, and 
muſt command it, but would we acquaint 
ourſelves with him more, we ſhould Fear 
him leſs. Let us inure our Eyes to the 
Sight of Death, and that Face ſhall begin 
not to diſpleaſe us. Our Fears are apt 
to imagine, and to aggravate Evils. We 
may look upon him as an utter Abolition 
or Extinction of our Being; and Nature 
then muſt needs Shrink back at the 
Thought of not being at all. But this is 
a foul and dangerous Miſpriſion. What 
| Reaſon have we to be afflicted with that 
which is the common Condition of Man- 
kind? Death is the fame to all; the Dif- Eo 
ference is in the Diſpoſition of the En- 74 
tertainers. Could we have been then ca- a 
pable of the uſe of our Reaſon, we ſhould 
have been more afraid of coming into the 
World, than we are now of going out: 
For our Birth begins our Miſeries, our 
Death ends them. Our Birth enters the 
beſt of Men into a wretched World, our 
Death enters the Good into a World of 
Glory. But the Soul and Body, like old 
Companions are loth to part ; yet it is 
bur the forbearing their wonted Society 
for a While; they do bat take leave of 
| each 
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each other till they meet again, never to 
be divided. Did we not believe a Reſur. 
rection of the one part, and a re-uniting 
of the other, we had reaſon to be ut- 


terly daunted with the Thought of a 


Diſſolution; but now we have no cauſe to 
be diſmay'd with alittle Intermiſſion. The 
Death which we ſo fear and flee from, 
doth bur reſpite Life for a while ; doth 
not take it away; the Day will come, 
which ſhall reſtore us to the Light again. 
When we are weary of our Days Labour, 
are we afraid of Reſt 2 The Philoſophers 
of Old were wont to call Sleep the Bro- 
ther of Death; Death is no other than 


Sleep itſelf; a Sleep both ſure and ſweet ; 


when we lie down at Night to our Re- 
poſe, we cannot be ſo certain to awake 
again in the Morning, as when we lay 
ourſelves down in Death, we are ſure to 


awake in the Morning of the Reſurre- 


Ction. 
We know but one way of fortifying 


our Souls againſt the gloomy Preſages 
and Terrors of Mind; and that is, by ſe- 
curing to ourſelves the Friendſhip and 
protection of that Being, who diſpofes of 
Events and governs Futurity. He ſees, at 
one View, the whole Thread of our Exi- 
ſtence, not only that Part of it which 


we have already paſſed thro', but that 


which 
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_ which runs forward into all the Depths 

of Eternity. When we lay us down to 
ſleep, we ſhould recommend ourſelves to 
his Cares; when we awake, we ſhould 
give ourſelves up to his Direction. Amidſt 
all the Evils that threaten us, we ſhould 
look up to him for Help, and queſtion 
not but he will either avert them, or turn 
them to our Advantage. Tho' we know 
neither the Time nor the Manner of the 
Death we are to die, we ſhould not be 
at all ſollicitous about it; becauſe we are 
ſure that he knows them both, and that 
he will not fail to comfort and ſupport 
us under them. 
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HEN a good old Age has ad- 
vanced our Knowledge, and 
fully acquainted us with the 

"> Vc<cxation that attends the moſt 
happy on this fide Heaven? When the 

Fever of Youth is abated, and Serenity 
keeps down our Paſſions ; when weare no 
longer dazled wich falle- Feſtciries, but 
view Things as they really are When by 
the Decays "of Nature and Fancy, Reaſon 
breaks its Confinement, no longer re- 
ſtrain'd by the deluding Charms of Sin, 
nor the ſtrong Bars of a brisk and warm 

Conſtitution : When the moſt agrecable 

Pleaſures have loſt their Bait, and every 

Occurrence brings Pain and uneal: mo; 

Wnen 
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when our Bodies are weak and diſtem- 
per'd, and our Minds diſlatisfy'd with 
their crazy Habitation ; when Pride and 
Gaiety are gone, and ſound Judgment 
ſupplies the Room of Imagination ; when 
the hurry of a Buſie World becomes irk- 
ſome, tis then, that, with an holy Re- 
gard to the Quiet and Compoſure of ano- 
tler better State, we may quſtly wiſh we 
had Wings like a Dove, tO fly away and be 
at reſt. 

Yet, the love of Life, and the dread 
of Death, are ſo natural to us, that it 
ſeems almoſt impoſſible willingly to re- 
nounce the One, and court the Other. 
For every Thing naturally tends to its 
own Preſervation, and an Abhorrence 
from Death is the neceſſary Conſequence 
of that Self- love which is implanted in 
us all. Every Trembling and Emotion 
then, at the Approach of Death, is no 
ways culpable. If we might go to Chriſt, 
as Enoch and Elijah did, without dying, 
this would be agreeable: Or, if wecould 
be of that number, who ſhall be found 
alive at our Lord's coming, and be chay- 
ged in a Moment, this muſt be pleaſing to 
Nature, as it commits no Violence upon 
1 | £ 

But however, ſince the ordinary Way 
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to go to Chriſt, is to paſs thro' the Valle) 
of the Shadow of Death, there's nothing in 
our Natural Abhorrence of -a Diſſolution 
which ought not to be ſurmounted by 
Reaſon, by Reflection, by a firm Perſwa- 
ſon of the Truth in the Goſpel, and by 
a well-grounded Hope of its Promiſes, 
Why can't Religion do that which Philoſo- 
phy has often done? Why can't Religion 
do that which Ambition, and a Thirſt at- 
ter Glory, does every Day? How many 
brave Soldiers have, by meer [magination, 
by a Deſire only of empty Honour, con- 
quer'd the Fear of Death, and met it, 
nay, purſu'd it, with Eagerneſs and Intre- 
pidity : | 
And, ſurely then, the certainty of an 
immortal Life, and of endleſs Felicity, 
ought to be as prevailing with us ! But 
when A are Joined, and with united 
Force aim our Reſolution ; when the Chri- 
ſtian ſees that all below him is troubleſome 
and uneaſy, and knows that all above is 
ſerene and quiet; knows that whatever 
_ diſturbs him here, he ſhall there enjoy an 
everlaſting Tranquility ; this muſt needs 
vanquiſh his Fear of Deat ng. 
vet we mult not be our own Murde- 
rers, either by arming ourſelves againſt 
our own Fleſh, or by rejecting proper 
Douriſh- 
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Nouriſhment, or proper Medicines; or 
by raſhly running into certain Danger, 
when we have no Buſineſs there. We 
may defire Death, but in God's Appoint- 
ment and Time, by maintaining the Poit 
that He has allotted us, and by ſtrictly 
adhering to our Duty; and without at- 
tempting ourſelves to force our Priſon; 


we muſt wait, till the Angel of the Lord 


ſets us free, by looſing our Chains, and 
opening the Gates of our Confinement. 
However, we ſhould always prefer 
Death, out of a Zeal to reſt with Chriſt, 
and when God and Nature calls us, to all 
the Advantages of a Life there, how plea- 
ſurable or pompous ſoever. And this 
will appear highly reaſonable, if we conſi- 
der, that the Value, the Satisfactions, 
and the Refs of Heaven, do more than 
compenſate all that we can quit here, 
tho' we were to enjoy all the Delights 
of the World, in their beſt and moſt invi- 
ting Circumſtances. . 

The Life of Man here, even of the 
moſt Proſperous, is ſtill ſubject to innu- 
merable Miſeries. Had we no other E- 
vils to grapple with, our own Fears, and 
our own Deſires would render us unhap- 
py; whereas, in a State of eternal Reſt, 
of perfect Joy and Fruition, we can have 


t 2 nothing 
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nothing to Fear, nothing to Defire : 
And 'tis Death that puts us into the Pol- 
 {efſion of ſo much Bliſs, by conducting 
us to a Place where Hunger and Thirſt, 
Fatigue and Poverty , ſhall never more 
diſturb us; where the Fever, the Gout 
and the Stone, ſhall no longer torment 
us ; Where we ſhall no more bewail the 
Treachery of falſe Friends, nor the Slan- 
ders, the Frauds, the Injuſtices, the Vio- 
lence of ſecret or profeſſed Enemies. 
Nor is Human Life only expos'd to 
Natural Miſeries, but is ſubje& to Moral 
Evils too. We are inceſſantly expos'd to 
che Seduction of our Senſes, the Solici- 
talions of Conſtitution, the Contagion of 
ill Examples, the Perſuaſions of the Wick- 
ed, and the Snares of the Devil. But in 
Heaven there is everlaſting Eaſe and Se- 
curity, Satisfaction and Reſt, which far 
excell all the Delights of the World; even 
in their beſt and moſt inviting Circum- 
ſtances. The World has its Riches, Ho- 
nours and Pleaſures ; but neither of them 
are very great, Or Certain ; and none of 
them can afford an Equal, durable or an 
uninterrupted Joy : But in Heaven, there 
is quite the Reverſe, and every Enjoyment 
is full and compleat, not fatiating, nor 
deluding. 3 2 
The 
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The Soul is capable of three general O—- 
perations, of Knowing, Loving, and Feel- 
ing; all ſprings of Action, and what ad- 
miniſter to numberleſs Delights. We 
can't tell what difference in Degree there 
will be between our Happineſs before our 
Reſurrection, and our perfect Glory after 
it: But 0 is it indiſputable, that our 
Souls diſengag'd from our Bodies, exal- 
ted above all viſible Things, and admit- 
ted to the Preſence of Chriſt, ſhall there 
know God, and his bleſſed Son, in a 
Manner not to be conceiv'd Here: For 
what ſhall then clog their Activity, wea- 
ken their Powers, or ſtop their Penetrati- 
on. Is it not out of Doubt, that an Un- 
derſtanding ſo pure and ſo extended, al- 
ways in Motion, always employed in dif- 
covering new Objects, always in a Con- 
dition of forming juſt Ideas, always at 
the very Fountain of Truth, always en- 
lightned by him who is Brightneſs itſelf, 
always conſidering Cauſes and their Ef- 
fects, and always direct ing theſe Truths, 
and theſe Diſcoveries, to raiſe jitſelf up to 
God, to admire, to praiſe, and to adore 
him. Is it not evident, I fay, that an Un- 
derſtanding ſo pure and extended, ſo bu- 
ſy'd and employ'd, muſt neceſſarily pro- 
duce the moſt charming Knowledge, "me 
| — ä e 
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be to us a perpetual Fund of Rapture, Joy 
and Delight. 5 
The next Perfection of the Soul, is Love, 
and what ſhall we love Here ? Either 
what is I, or what is Inperfect · And how 
often does our Love prove our Miſery ? 
In Heaven, we ſhall love nothing bur 
what we ought to love, and our Love 
there ſhall be always fatisfy'd. How free 
will it be, when it has no Diſtractions, 
no Obſtacles ro oppoſe it ? How pure will 
it be, when it has no carnal Motives in- 
termix'd with it? And how vaſt will it 
be, when we ſhall love in Proportion to 
our Knowledge, and that Knowledge is (0 
prodigious and fo perfect. 
To Feel, is alſo a Property of the Soul, 
Tis capable of many agreeable. Senfſati- 
ons; but tis eaſy to imagine, that in Hea- 
ven 'twill have infinitely more, and thoſe 
infinitely more agreeable, more lively and 
unconfin'd, And who can declare what 
Pleaſures will pour in upon our Souls 
from a kind and beneficent God, who is 
no longer reſtrain'd by his Hatred to Sin, 
but himſelf takes Pleaſure in making us 
happy! ſuch Pleaſures, ſurely, muſt be 
Beatifick as their Donor ! Nor will the 
Company that we ſhall meet with in Hea- 
ven, be an inconſiderable part of the Feli- 
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cities of that Place. There is no greater 
ſatisfaction in the World, than the Con- 
verſation of a few Honeſt, Wiſe, and Un- 
deſigning People; and ver, alas, this is a 
| Satisfa&tion as ſcarce as tis agreeable: 
But what Charms may we not expect 
from the converſation of glorify'd Saints, 
nay, ot our Lord himſelf? 
Why then ſhould People make ſuch a 
Rout about Dying, when 'tis the ready 
Road to a State of Immortality? The A- 
gonies and Convulſions in the Article of 
Expiring are over in a trice, and then 
come the moſt refin'd and infprov'd Con- 
ceptions: And this is a'Cophderation, 
which the earlier we begin to preſs Home 
upon ourſelves, the more effettually we 
ſhall find it conduce to the vanquiſhing 
all our Fears and Apprehenſions of Death, 
and, till that Point is gain'd, a Man's 
Life muſt be very uncomfortable to him: 
For we all know full well, that Die we 
muſt ſome time or other, and for ought 
we know, before to Morrow Morning. 
Conſequently, we can never bear u 
briskly, and ſet a good Face upon't, fo 
long as we are Hagridden with the Hor- 
ror of a Change, which may pollibly 
overtake us the next Minute. A wiſe 
— | Man 
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Man is ever moſt willing to die, and a 
Fool cannot like it by any means ; be- 
Cauſe the one ſees before him to the End 
of his Journey, and diſcovers how bleſ. 
ſed a Country he is going to, while the 
- other's dim and purblind, and can't 
look forward. | 
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Its Miſery, 201. Founded on Error and Folly ; 


202 

Anguſi;n,(Saint) his Alluſion to ſet out the Danger 
of ill Company; 77 

Auguſtu', his Anſwer to Anthony's Challenge; 152, 
His calling out on Varus for his Legions; 387 


Authors, their Spirit to be ſtudied more than Con- 


ſtruction; 34. Why not eſteem'd, while Li- 
ving, 175 


Bacon, (Lord) his Saying of Converſation, 405 

Bad Company contagious, 86 

Barber, (Athenian) his Complication of Loquaci. 
ty and Itch of Intelligence; 329 

Beautiful Deſcription of Fondneſs under Oppref. 
fion ; 256, 257 | 

Behaviour, the Differences of Men to be read in it, 


7 
Being of a God rot to be doubted ; 295 
Benefits of good Converſation; 78, 79 
Blaſphemy, the higheſt Impiety ; 84, 85. Pecu- 


liar only to Atheiſts ; 85. Uſed for Wit and 
Gallantry ; ibid. 


Bleſſings, the moſt common, not to be deſpis'd ; 


373. Thro' Ingratitude and Diſcontent diſpa- 
rag'd ; 385 | 

Blind to our own Imperfections; 309 

Bodily Exerciſe requiſite ; 169, 170 | 

Bohemia (King of) retires into a Deſart; 406, 410, 

Boldneſs and Bravery diſtinguiſh'd ; 139 


Books, not to take our Meaſures wholly from 


them; 30 
3 2a U 2 Brutal 
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Brutal Courage, miſtaken Honour; 740, 141 
Bulſtrode, (Sit Richard) quoted for a Story; 4c9, 


410 | 
Burnet, (Dr.) his Theory of the Earth quoted; 28) 
Buſy Body, his Character; 334 

Buſineſs of Life and Death a great Study; 192 


: 0 


Calamity inſupportable, when; 93 

Calumny, the Female Charter; 314 

Candid Diſpoſition, its Deſcription and EffeQs ; 
310 | 

Cannibal; to themſelves, who; 92 

Cards and Dice to be uſed with caution; 187 

Cenſor, who only ſhould play it; 309 

Charity, and good Offices, recommended; 571,52, 

Charondas puniſh'd Adultery and malignant Curio» 
fity alike; 336 

Cheating, the Trade of profeſs'd Gameſters ; 190 

Chriſtian and Gentleman made inconſiſtent Appel- 
lations; 141. Chriſtians ſhould not repine at 
Death; 425 

Cicero, his Aſſertion of Nature without Learning; 
27. Much indebted to Books himſelf; ibia. 
His Remark on a Tragedy of Pacuvius; 94. His 
diſallowing Retirement to ſome ; 390, 391, His 
Remark of Solitude ; 394 

Civility and Reſpect paid to Appearance; 47 : 

Commendation and Reprehenfion the Offices of a 

Friend; 105 : 

Common Fighters, Murtherers by Principle; 147 

Compariſon of Friend and Flatterer ; 102,103, 106 

Compaſſion and Long-ſuffering made ObjeQions 
againſt Providence; 296, 297 

Conduct turns upon Two Axes; 313 

Conference of Improvement, the principal End of 
Wiſe Men's Company ; 86 5 

| Conjugal 
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Conjugal Love, its Character and Encomium ; 244 
Conſcience,a convincingArgument of Providence, 


00 
Conſtancy of Mind, a ſovereign Remedy againſt 
Misfortunes; 378, 379 
Contentment, the utmoſt we can hope for in this 
World; 368 
Converſation one of the nobleſt Priviledges of 
Reaſon ; 72. The Benefit of it, a conſiderable 
Improvement; 73. Cautions againſt a raſh one; 
74. Common Faults of Converſation ; ibid. and 
73. A caſual one, an Avenue to Friendſhip ; 
87. Comfort of Life depends on it; 110 
Correſpondence of the Parts in the Creation; 72 
Covetouſneſs, defin'd ; 198. Covetous Man, no 
Moraliſt ; ibid. and 199. A defe@ of Age; 419 
Country Eſquire, a Satyrical Character of him; 20 
Courage, and Honour, eſſential in our Characters; 
130. Without Conduct and Conſcience, perni- 
cious; 138. Its Springs; 139. Muſt be blen. 
ded with Fortitude; 155 
Courtſhips, general Fault of them, 121. Pleaſant'ſt 
part of Life, when; 123. Wrong Method of 
them, occaſion of unhappy Marriages; 124 
Crates, his Reproof to negligent Fathers, 18 
Cure for ind iſcreet Love preſcrib'd ; 122 
Curioſity, a Diſtemper of Envy and III- nature; 
332. Our Curioſity ſhould turn upon ourſelves, 
ibid. and 333. Like Adultery, 336. Diſſwa⸗ 
ſives from it, ibid. Rules for prevention of it; 
337, 338 
Cynicks, make an Oſtentation of Rags and Naſti- 
neſs, 69 


Cyrus, his Continence towards Panthes, 


U 3 
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D. 

Danger, of Company; 76. Of Flatterers; 98 

Death, not to be fear'd; 428, 429, 430. Method 
of fortifying ourſelves againſt it; 430, 431. 
Duty to prepare ourſelves for it, 195 

Defects and Follies paſs for Demonſtrations of our 
Worth, 351 | 

Demoſthenes, a Maxim of his, 31 2 

Deportment of Children, an Evidence of their Edu» 
cation; 23 

Deſcription of Reaſon and Religion, by Dryden; 
280, 281. 

Deſhabile, redicul'd, 47 

Deſires, immoderate, obſtru& our Content; 376 

Detraction and Calumny, mean Vices, 306. How 
to be overcome in us; 312, 313 

Diozenes, his Correction of a Tutor; 6. His Re- 
mark on the Rhodian and Lacedemonian way of 
Dreſs, 69 | 

D/511y/4s, his Courtiers affe&t to be dim-ſighted ; 
7208 

Diſappointment of Truſt, troubleſome in Society, 
10 | 

Diſcontent, magnified by the View of our own 
Miſeries, 381. A mixture of Anger and Grief, 
386. Diſcontented Man, his Character, 38s, 
386 

' Diſcourſe, raiſes Fancy and reinforces Reaſon, 73. 
Pedantry in it unpardonable, 80 

Diſobliging Companions, who; 75 ; 

Diſquietude, ſtruggled with, encreaſes Pein; 370 

Diſtreſſes of our Fellow Creatures ſhould work 
us to Compaſſion, 203 | 

Diverſions, particular not to be preſcrib'd ; 185. 
Thoſe of | Us Theatre recommended, 186 

Divine Power only free from Error ; 312 


Dreſs 
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Dreſs, Young People apt to Pride themſelves too 
much in it; 46. Original deſign of Cloathes ; 
47. 48. Dreſsexcus'd, as contributing to make 
us agreeable; 49. A Medium to be obſerv'd 
in it; 50. 66. 67. Fools moſt proud of Finery 
in it; 52. 53. Heraldry of Dreſs aſcertain'd, the 
Author's Wiſh; 1%. Tradeſmen often ſuffer- 
ers by Pretenders in Dreſs; 54. Ignominicus to 
ſtand indebred for our Finery ; 1d. Some Ad- 
vantage of it requir'd in Magiſtrates; 56. Too 
much Nicety in it poiſons the Diſpoſition to 
good Offices; 58. Mode of the times a Plea 
for it ; ibid, Shortneſs of Life and Daties in- 
joyn'd ſhould make us think of more than lay- 
ing out our Time on Dreſs and Faſhion ; 60. 
Moderation and Decency in it, will ſecure us 
from Diſreſpe& or Ridicule ; 70 

Drinking cuſtom of it owing to Complaiſance 

and Importunity; 229. A Vice without inten- 
tion; 233. Its Conſequences; 235. 236. Drun- 
kard, his Character; 234. 235. Drunkenneſs, 

defin'd a Delirium by the Philoſophers; 320 

Duelling, cenſur'd; 142. 143. 144. The Triumph 
of the Faſhion; 145. Not improv'd into Com- 
mon-Law; 146. Acting againſt the Govern- 
ment; 147. 148. Cuſtom, made a Plea for it; 
151 

Dying for Love, common in Romances; 122 


E. 

Early Paſſions cenſur'd; 116 

Eaſe of Fortune, eſſential in Marriage ; 254 

Eating, Drinking, and Sleeping, Three important 

Articles in Life; 168 | 

Ebriety, Cautions againft it ; 239. 240 

Education, a Work of the higheſt Moment ; 9: 

The Want of it an Injury to the Publick; 1c» 
= i Youth 
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Youth the proper Seaſon for it, 12. 13, Good 
Qualities buried without it; 15. As mucha 
Duty on Parents, as ee Children; 
17. The beſt Portion; 23. Teaches us our 
Duty; 24. To be beſtowed according to the 
Parent's Abilities; 25. Points of it, indepen- 
dant on Fortune; 26. Latin and Language, 
the leaſt parts of it; 37 

Empedocles, his ſaying on the People of Agrigen- 
tum; 14 ' | 

Emulation, what ; 158 

Engliſh-men, mightily turn'd to humour; 227 

Envy, defin'd ; 174. That and Hatred, their Re- 

| ſemblance; ibid. and 175. Anill-natur'd Vice; 
176 Its Reliefs; 177. Envious Man always 
ungrateful; 178. His Character; 179. Preven- 
tions of it; 180. 181 

Epictetus, of Contentment; 369. 370 

Epicureans, pre judic'd againſt Poetry; 35. One of 
their In junctions; 36 | 

Equivocations, condemn'd ; 207 

Errors of Gallantry more pernicious than of Libere 
tiniſm ; 126 

Eſaras, his Commendation of the Truth; 216 

Euripides, his Obſervation on Truth; 102 

Example, more prevalent than Precept; 111 

Exceptious Perſons, deſcrib, d; 152 

Exerciſe, diſtinguiſh'd from Labour; 169. The 
Neceſſity of it to the Body; 16id. and 170. Re- 
comm ended by Dryden; 171 

Expoſing of Frailties in Marriage, cenfur'd ; 261. 
262 

Exproions, Criminal Indecencies of them make 
The Danger of Society; 80 


F. Failings 
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Failings of another Perſon to be made Leſſens of 
Inſtruction to ourſelves ; 306 | 

Faith, Motive to it; 278. 279. Weakneſs of it 
to be pitied ; 279. The Difference betwixt 
Faith and Reaſon; 280. 281. &c- to 285. 

Faſhions, a Folly to ſurrender ourſelves to them ; 


5o, Tranſitory, ibid. lead into. Improprieties 
in Conduct ; 62 


Father, a Wiſe one like an artful Painter; 22 

Favourable Prepoſſeſſions in Marriage requiſite 
263 

Fear of Cowardice, its Effects; 145 

Flattery defin'd ; 98. Who moſt fabjeQ to it; 
ibid. grows from two large Ideas of our own 
Merit; 99. Flatterer deſcrib'd ; 102 

Follow Nature, the Direction of an Oracle; 161 

Folly in a Wife, its unfortunate Conſequences; 
245 | 

Fops, a Species of them deſcrib'd; 48.49.66. There 
Roald be a Medium kept. betwixt a Fop and a 
Sloven ; 68 | 


Forgiveneſs of Injuries,. the greateſt Act of the 
Human Mind ; 143 
Fortitude deſcrib'd; 138. Muſt be under the Di- 
rection of Reaſon; ibid. makes a Man invulne- 
rable ; 153 
Forwardneſs to be diſoblig'd, incident to Age; 
16. 417. 
Freedom from Paſſion a Privilege of Age ; 423 
Friend, another-ſelf ; 88. Uſeful Friends, who; 89 
How to be treated; 96. Profeſſing one, chara« 
@eriz'd ; 101. True one, charaQteriz'd ; ihidem. 
Friends to be tried like Money; 104 
Friendſhip, what requir'd in it; 89. 90. Its Ad- 
© Vantages; 92. 93.112. 113. Nothing more a- 
Us gree- 
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greeable to Nature; 93. Its Force exemplified; 
94 Ought not to be founded on ſordid Inte. 
reſt; 95 Freedoms of it; ibid. and 96 Eſta» 
bliſh'd on the Principles of Nature, never dif. 
ſolv'd; 96 Injuſtice inconſiſtent with it; ibid. 
and 97 Only to be diſſolv'd by Death; 114 
But a faint Reſemblance of Conjugal Love; 27; 
rh of the Antients ſhould be a curb to our 
anity; 64 


Future State, proſpe& of it a Comfort to our 
Souls; 287. 288 


G. 


Gallantry, of piece of Faſhion; 115 Should be a- 
greeable to Juſtice and Piety ; 126 True Gal- 


Jantry deſcrib'd; 129 Should riſe out of Reli 
gion and the Laws; 141 | 


Gaming the Ruin of Thouſands; 187 A Dif 
courſe againſt it; id. 188. 189 

Garrulity, a Vice not curable ; 317 

Generoſity, its Character; 154 | 

Good and Evil, not plac'd at Jupiter's Threſhold; 

80 

Good Nature more agreeable in Converſation than 
Wit; 219 

Good Senſe requir'd in a Wife, as well as Beauty; 
351. 252; 5 

Gol of Fortune, on what Condition held; 202 

Gracinuſneſs of Language commended ; 81 
Great Minds abhor Envy; 177 


H. 


Halifax (Lord) his Deſcription of Honour; 136, 
—ͤ 1 
Hauntbal, unmann'd by a Looſeneſs of Campania; 
110 5 | 


Happi- 


The Index, 
Happineſs, founded on Wiſdom and Virtue; 376 
377. Impracticable without Society; 394 
Hard to diſcover Flatterer from Friend; 106 
lmpoſſible to aſſertain Rules for it; 108 | 
Haywood, his Encomium on Conjugal Love; 245 


246 
Heſiod, of the Idle Man; 163, Of Prudence in 
Talk; 318 15 | 
Honeſty and Virtue, lie in the Felicity of a good 
Education; 17. Honeſty, a Man's Intereſt; 131 
The Support of Commerce; ibid. Its Effects 
132. Honeſty Man's Character; 133 
Honour, twofold ; 130. Only to be met with in 
Noble Minds; 134. Treated as Chimerical by 
ſome; 135. True Honour confin'd te Forti- 
tude; 138. Miſtaken Notions of it; 140. 141 
Honour to be defended, a Maxim of Cuſtom ; 
146. True Honour defin'd ; 155 
Horace, on our partiality to ourſelves; 310. His 
Caveat againſt Impertinent Curioſity ; 331 
Human Friendſhip, founded on the Wants and 
Imperfections of Nature; go | 
Humble Man, his Character; 355 
Humour, every one ambitious of it; 226, Defin'd 
by Negatives; ibid. True Humour, wherein 
it conſiſts ; 227, Cautions againſt ſtraining 
after it ; 228 | 
Husband, not to be affe ed with Trifles; 259. 2G; 


I. 
Jamblichus, quoted on the Ruling of the Tongue; 


2 
Idiene ſs and Inactivity accounted heinous by An- 
tiquity; 163. Idle Man, a kind of Monſter in 
the Creation; 164. Conſequences of Idleneſs ; 
167. 168 1 
Jealouſy, not to be harbour'd in Marriage; 265 
2 7 Detin'd; 
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Defin'd ; 266. Its Effects; 267: 268- Its Tor. 
ment; ih. and 269. 270. Cautions againſt it; 

ibid. and 271 

IIl. nature paſſes for Wit; 220 

Impatience, its greateſt Cauſe; 369 

Impertinent 1 coincident with Garrulity, 
328. Character of it, 330, 331 . 

Impertinent Studies, what; 192 

Imprecations, cenſur'd; 84 

Improprieties, what, committed in Diſcourſe; 3; 

Improvement of our time avoided ; 172. 173 

Inconſt incy, diſturbs the Harmony of Liſe ; 248. 
Its fatal Conſequences ; 249 | 

Incontinence, 0 in the Male; 249 

Incredulity and Indifference natural to Men; 279 

Indolence to an Hereafter cenſur'd; 267, 269 

Inebriation of Words, what; 320 

Inequalities, inconſiſtent with Friendſhip; 95 

Injurious Liberties in Diſcourſe cenſur'd ; 81 

Injuſtice, to appear juſt and be a Knave; 107 

Integrity of Nature argues greatneſs of Mind ; 
20 | 

Toterperence in Youth creates weakneſs in Age ; 
1 8 

Invitation to Drinking, how it runs; 233 

Judgment and Caution to be employ'd inthe choice 
of Friends ; 86, Judgment eſſential to the Re. 
gulation of Wit; 225 

Jyvenal. on our propenſity to Scandal; 30). His 
Addreſs to the Nobility ; 362 | 


K. 


Knight-Errant, inverted, who; 125 

Knowledge, the Uſcfulneſs of it ft. ould excite our 
Ambition; 191. Muſt be foll- w'd by Practice; 

334. Knowledge and Wiſdom peculiar to Age; 


22 
, L. Laces 
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L. 
Lacedemonians, their Reſpe & to an Aged Man; 


421 N 

Languages, to be ſtudied Voung; 38. Vouth can- 
not be over- burthen d with them; ibid. Are the 
Keys of Sciences; 39. Learning Remote and 
Uſeleſs ones, cenſur'd ; 


| 44 
Laws owing to Diſhoneſty more than Weakneſs ; 
131 | 

Learning, a RecolleQion of our Ideas; 29. The 

Figures we make with this Accompliſhment a 
proper Incentive to it; 30. The Vice of it, 
what; 22, 33. When uſeful ; 34. Prejudices 
againſt it; 39, 41. Deſign of it; 40, 41. Not 
of equal importance to every one; 41. Should 
be Univerſal in Men of Figures; 42. An in- 


diſcreet value of Trifles has done it great dif. 


ſervice; 44,45. A plauſible pretence for Pride; 
357. Confuted; 3 58, 359, 360 


Levity of Addreſſes, cenſur'd; 120. Women be- 


tray'd by them; ibid. Levity of Mind, hin- 
drance to our Repoſe; 377, 378. 

Libertines abroad, ill- natur'd at home; 250 

Life, without Morality an uneaſy Being; 119 

Locri ans, their Policy to prevent unreaſonable Im- 
pertinence; 335 

Loquacity, defin'd ; 315 : 

Loſs of Conſtitution, an effect of Drinking ; 231, 
232 

Love, its force and effects; 116,117. Diſtinguiſh'd 


from Luſt, 118, 119. Made in a Romantic ſtile, 
condemn'd, 121 


Lover's Declaration in Terence, 259 


Lucretius, on retreating from Danger, 392, 392 
Luft, painted as a Saur by the Poets, 118 


Luxury, 
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Luxury and Avarice, great Principles of Action, 
196 | 

Lycurg:s, his Management of two Welps, 11 

Lying, a current Faculty, 204. St. Johu's Deciſion 
of a Lye, 207. Its Conſequences, 208, 209, 210, 

Its Ignominy, 211, 212. Preventions againſt 
at, 216, 217 


NM. 


Madneſs in private Men to form their Wardrobe 
from the manner of the Nobility, 61 
Manners, not to be neglected while we poliſh our 
Underſtandings, 40 | 
Manual Arts, a part of Exerciſe, 185 
Marriage, defin'd, 242. Neceſſary Conſiderations 
preparatory to it, 243. Four things eſſential to 
laſt ing Happineſs in it, 247. Its Secrets to be 
held ſacred, 262. Directions for ſecuring Hap- 
pineſs in this State, 263, 264, 265, &c. Entred 
into without Expedtations of Happineſs, 272 
Matrimonial Contrac mutual, 248 
Men, live like Travellers, 17, Should conſider 
themſelves as future Fathers, 22. Man of meer 
outſide a Contemptible Animal, 48. Diſtin- 
guiſh'd more by Mein and Behaviour, than 
Dreſs'd, 51. Man of Faſhion, and Man of Me- 
rit deſcrib'd, 59. Man judg'd by his Compa- 
ny, 85. Men are Members of one great Body, 
110. Motive of their Lives ſeen in their A- 
ctions, 119. Bluſh at being known to be Huſ- 
bands, 260, 261 | 
Menander. againſt liſtening to Calumny, 308 
Mental Reſervations, condemn'd, 207, 208 
Merit and Faſhion diſtinguiſh'd by the Polite, 59 
My 2c01007Hi- in Learning, what, 44 
Milt:n, his Deſcription of Marriage, 242, 243 
Miſtreſſes, ador'd rather than lov'd, 123 
Mixture, 
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Mixture, the, neceſſary for a perfect Poem, 28 

Modeſty, ſhould reign in all Diſcourſes, 83. True 

and falſe Modeſty, defin'd, 231, 239. Modeſty 
compounded, 347. Modeſt Man and frugal 
Man compar'd, 352 | 

Morality, when, a great part of our Religion, 
304 | 


N. 


Natural Capacity, impair'd by Diſuſe, improv'd 
by Inſtructions, 29 | 

Natural Endowments, to be aſſiſted by Learning, 
* = 

Natural Man, his Ignorance, 282, 283, 284 

Nature, does nothing in vain, 156 

Newſmongers, their CharaQter, 335 

Nobility a plauſible pretence for Pride, 357. Con- 
futed, 360, 361, 362, 363, 364 

Nobler to pardon than reſent, 154 


O. 


Oaths, cenſur'd, 83. Savour of Levity and Pro- 
faneneſs, ibid. Cuſtomary, and uſed as Exple- 
tives, 84 | 

Obſcenity in Diſcourſe. reprov'd, 82, Like Oyl 
—_ Linnen, 83. Implies Diſhoneſty of Heart, 
ibid. 5 

Old Age, the Univerſal Wiſh, 413: The Evil. 

_  aays mention'd by the Preacher, conjeQur'd to 

mean Age, 414. A State of Weakneſs and In- 

ſignficancy, 415. Not to be repin'd at, bid. 

and 416, Its Inconveniences, 416, 417, 418, 

19, 420, Its Advantages, 420, 421, 422, &C. 

Directions to make our latter end eaſy, 426, 

427, &c. To be afraid of growing Old. is to 

be afraid of growing Wiſe, 428. 


Old 
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Old Friends, beſt, 97 5 ; 

Oreſtes and Pylades, their Friendſhip, 94: 

Origin of Friendſhip conſider'd, go, 91 

Otway, his Jaffier and Belvidera quoted, 256, 257 
Over-large Expences in Vanity cenſur'd, 63, 64 
Over- rating our ſufficiency, common in Age, 418 
Ovid, his Remark on Taciturnity, 325 


P. 


R and Show but the Trappings of Gran- 

eur, 395 

Paradiſe inſupportable without Commerce, 7» 

Phalaris, his Reproof to Cleoſtratus, 309 

Phocion, his Wife an Example of Prudence, 69 

Phocylides, his Definition of Love, 120. His Con- 
jugal Advice, 245 | 

Plato, his Deſcription of the ſupreme Being, 213. 
Compares Human Life to a Game at Dice, 372 

Pleaſure, Friends aim at, what, 97. Pleaſure and 
Recreation neceſſary, 183. Not to be made the 
chief purſuic of Life, 183. Only ſuch, when 
purſued with Moderation, 185 

Pliny, his Recommendation of Modeſty in a fine 
Speaker, 354, His Remark on Human Defires, 


87 
Mad, his Requiſites in Friendſhip, 89, 90. His 
Chapter on the differences of a Friend and Flat- 
terer, 109. His Caution againſt Intemperance, 
230. His Obſervation on Conjugal Precepts, 
263. His Conjecture on Divine Jultice, 299. 
His Obſervation of the Tongue, 318. His Re- 
mark on the Pratler, 321. On Contentment, 
380. Of living conceal'd, 396 
Poetry, Vouth muſt take care of being ſeduc'd by 
it, 36. May be inſtruded by reading Poets 
mas they ought, ibid, Poet, born ſuch, 37. 
. | = Poetic k 
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Poetick Vein, not to be cheriſh'd in Youth, in 
Mr. Lock's Opinion ibid. 

Politeneſs, its Character; 82 1 

Pompouſneſs, in Equipage or Habit, Vain-glori- 
ous; 57. 58 

Poverty in Married State, its Misfortune; 255 

Power, a plauſible Pretence for Pride; 357. Cons 
futed ; 365 

Pratler, a voluntary Fraitor ; 321 

Prayer to live long, general ; 413 

Prejudices and Jealouſies muſt not ſway us; 104 

Pre poſſeſſions and Prejudices inſtrumental to our 
uneaſineſs; 384. 385 

Pride, originally founded on Self. love; 341. De- 
fin'd ; 342. Appears under a Thouſand Diſgui- 
ſes; 343. Views of human Nature ſhould ex- 
tinguiſh it; 344. How far allowable; 345.346 
Several Motives of it; 348. Diſcouragements 
to it; 356. Irconvenienccs of it, 366 

Private Revenge dangerous to Society; 150 

Procraiſtnation, not to be depended on; 14. Too 
often Practis'd; 173 | 

Profeſſing Friend, Charaderiz d; 101 

Profit and Pleaſure, the Ends propos'd by Study; 


193 

Proud Man, his Character; 355. 356. Of what 
we are to be proud ; 367 | 

Providence, makes our Follies inſtrumental to the 
Support of others ; 64. Its Management, to 
quicken human Induſtry ; 164 

Pythagoras, his Admonit-on concerning our Off- 
ſpring; 15. His Definition of Marriage; 242. 
His Injunction of Silence; 325 


Q. 
Qualifications to ſeaſon us for Matrimony, what; 
273 : 
Queſtions 


The Jude x. 


Queſtions, Directions for anſwering and propoun. 
ding them; 324. 325 

Quintilian, of the Aﬀinity in Vice and Virtue ; 
311 

Quotations, Poetical; in p. 3. 12. 20. 28. 50. 78. 
91. 101. 111. 114. 120. 136, 163, 171. 175, 199. 
242. 245. 256, 259. 262. 166. 268. 269. 280. 302. 
307. 308. 310. 3 18. 325. 326. 331. 357. 362. 392. 
413. 420. 


R. 


Raillery, falſe Notions or it; 222. 223 
Rake, his Character; 128. 129 
Raſhneſs in Friendſhip, condemn'd; 97 
Reading, Cautions in it; 35. and Regulations; 
39. 40. The beſt Diverſion; 191. Errors in it; 
193. 194. Reading our Lives and Actions a 
Duty and Advantage; 194 
Reaſon with Honeſty, would ſupply Law; 132 
Reformation of Life neceſſary to an intended Huſ- 
band; 271. 272 | 
Nene of Temper neceſſary in Marriageʒ 264. 
265 | | . 
Regulations for Speaking; 326. 327 
Religion, its Principles to be inculcated early; 15 
That and Morality made Topicks of Ridicule ; 
221. Taken up as aFaſhion ; 276. Conſider'd 
under Two general Heads; 227. Nor to be 
Turned into Raillery ; 86. Gives us a Profpe& 
of a better Being; ibid. and 287. Its Charms: 
290. 291. Its Character; 293. Diſcourage- 
ments to it, conſider'd; 301. 302. c. Its Ef. 
fects; 302. &c, Religion, adjuſted ; 305 
Religious, and of being thought ſo, diſtin- 
guiſh'd ; 292. 293 3» 
Remedies againſt A of Paſſion; 257. 258 : 
| Repinings 
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Repinings, proceed from a malignant Temper, 


87 

Reproof to Affecters of Learning, 43 

Reſpect and Reverence paid to Age, 420, 421. 

Reſtleſneſs and Inequality of Humour, their Ef- 

fes, 383, 384 8 

Re ſurrection, be ſiev'd, arms us againſt our Diſſo- 
lution, 420 

Retirement, a ſort of Sleep to wearied Nature, 
390. Often ſought from a Diſguſt taken to the 
World, 395, 396. How far to be indulg'd, 401, 
402. Religion, its nobleſt Motive, 408, 409- 
Muſt be made ſerviceable, 410, 411 

Revenge, the Temper of a Tyrant, when, 154 

Riches, meaſured by their Enjoyment, 372 

Rocheſter, (Biſhop of) his Character of Wit, 219 

Romans, no Duelliſts, 151 

Rules, abſolute, for Happineſs in Marriage not 
to be laid down, 246 

Ruſticity in Apparel, condemn'd, 50 


8. 

Satisfaction, not awarded by Law, 149 Not in 
our Power from wearing a Sword, 150 

Self Examination would cure us of Indolence, &c. 
172 

Self. Iove, a grand Flatterer, 100 

Self- praiſe, when allowable, 349. Uſually ſallies 
from Self- love, 350 

Seneca, his Rule of Practiſe, 173. Of Avarice, 
197. Of Retirement, 391 

Shadows of Friendſhip, decipher'd by Shakeſpear, 
101 

Shakeſpear, his Reprimand to Cenſure, 307. Quo- 
ted, on Coldneſs in Friendſhip, 101. On Jea- 
louſy, 268, 269. Oa the Inſtability of Human 

Shortneſs 


The Index. 


Shortneſs of Time, a general Complaint, 182 
Simorides, his Reflection on an immoderate Talker, 
327 
Sincerity, and Plainneſs, our of Faſhjon, 205 
TRE, and Truth, their Encomium, 213. 214 
215. 21 
Singularity, has a Spice of Arrogance in it, 57 
Singularity in Habit adds nothing to Merit, 60 
Sirach (Son of) his Remark on Friendſhip, 97. 98 
Slander defin'd, 307. Credulity to it, cenſur'd. 
308. How to corte an Habit of it in us, 312. 
13 Slanderer, look d upon with Scorn, 314. 
Sender, the Priviledge of the Tea-table and 
Drawing Room, bid. | 
Sloth, receives Strength from its Continuance, 166 
More Toil in it than in an Employment, 167 
Slovenlineſs, defin'd, 67. and cenſur'd, 68 
Sobriety of Habit, a Recommendation of Under- 
ſtanding, 49 
Social Appetite in Human Souls, the Spring of 
Moral Actions, 72 
Socrates, His Notion of Learning, 59, His An- 
2 to Gorgias, 31. His Advice to Friend- 
ip, 97 
Solitude, its Recommendation, 391, 392, 4o1, 402, 
403, Cc. Motives to it, 405, 406. Diſcou- 
ragements to it, 393, 394, Cc. Gives too much 
Leiſure for Reflection, 395. Condemns Worth 
to Obſcurity, 397, 398. Impairs the natural 
Parts, 399 
Solomon, of the ſloathful Man, 166. His Opinion 
of Modeſty, 353 
Solon, his Law for Incontinence, 249 
Studies of Uſe, and Curioſity, diſtinguiſh'd, 192 
Superficial Scholars cenſur'd, 43 
Superſtition defin'd, 294. Diſtinguiſh'd from 
Atheiſm, ibid. | 
Swearing, is calling God to teſtify to our Diſobe- 
| dience, 


1 


The Index. 


dience: 84. Implies want of Senſe and Reli- 
gion: ibid. A Folly, which has no Tempta- 
tion to excuſe it; ibid. 


T. 


Talkative Perſons tireſom, 316, 317. How mor- 
tified, 319 

Temperance no determinate Rule for it, 230. A 
Preſervative to be praQis'd by all. Perſons, ibid. 
Its Advantages, 240 PR 

Temple of Honour to be come at by the way of 
Virtue, 136 

Temple, (Sir William) his Rules for Drinking, 
230 

Theater-Diverſions, of a Moral Nature, 186 

Theognis, his Cenſure of Garrulity, 326 

Theophraftus, his Definition of Slovenlineſs, 67. 
Of Slander, 307. Of Loquacity, 315 | 

Thucydides, his Saying of immediate Revenge, 
276. His Account of Heroick Atchievements in 
antient Times, 361 | 

Tibcrius, his Motives of Retirement, 406 

Tongue (the) fortified by Nature, 318 

Tranquility obtainable from an impartial Survey 
- ourſelves: 374, 375. Motives to it, 388 
389 | 

Traitor, the moſt pernicious of People, 321 

Trifles, Occaſions of the greateſt Anxiety in Mar- 
riage, 26 

True Friend, CharaQeriz'd, 101 

Truth, its Praiſe, 215, 216. Once forfeited, not 
to be redeem'd, 212. The Body of the ſupreme 
Being, 213. Its Character, 214, 215, 216 


Tully, his Obſervation on Friendſhip, 92. Vide 
Cicero. | 


U, 
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Valuation of external Ornaments a Diſparagement 
to the Underſtanding, 58 | 

Vanity, maintains a Number of People, 64. The 
Source of Gallantries, 128 

Vengeance, how painted by the Heathens, 297 

Venus, the Mother of two Cupias, 118 p 

Vice, hard to keep from its Contagion, 16 

Virtue, all things ſubſervient to ir, 17. Not to 
be moleſted by Fortune, or Accidents, 24. To 
be begun betimes, 427 

Virtuous Diſpoſition, requiſite in a Wife, 247, 
248 | 

Virtuous Friendſhip, the ſtricteſt Union on Earth, 
88 | 

Unwarrantable Delights have an ill Farewel, 184. 


W. 


Want of Wit and Judgment the Foundation of Im. 
pertinence, 74 | 
Wealth, ſerves to expoſe Covetouſneſs, 201. 
Wealth or Poverty within ourſelves, 371. 
Wicked Companions bring us acquainted” with 
Vice, 77 | | 
Wine, not drunk to allay Thirſt, 256. Mode- 
rately taken, its Advantages, 10d. and 237, 238 
Wiſdom and Virtue to be ſtudied early, 195 
Wiſhing for Youth, in Age, Impertinent, 412 
Wit, and Humour, hog rag to by every body, 
218. Wit, its Character, 219. Turned into 
Abſurdity by Affe ctation, 223. Wit and Judg- 
ment, their Difference, 224. Judgment eſſen- 
tial to the regulation of Wit: 225. Rules in 
the uſe of it, zbid. and 226 | 
Words, we ſhould ſet a Guard on them, 76. 


may 
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may be pernicious, 81. The Shadows of things. 

206. term'd Winged by Homer; 325 

World, link'd together by Love; 88, 'To be 
conſider'd as a Stage; 380 

Worldly. Men, deſcrib'd 3 274, 275 


Wry Neck, the Faſhion in Alexander's Reign; 108 


X 


Xenocrates, his Reply to an Obſcene Queſtion; 83 
Xenophanes, afraid of doing an ill thing; 239 


Kenophon's ſaying of Self-praiſe; 348 


Y. 


Youth, undiſciplin'd, fond of aſſuming the ſine 


Gentleman; 20. His Character; 21, 22. Ini. 
tiated in Love and Gallantry; 115 


Z. 


2:ux;s, his Excuſe for his ſlow Painting; 8+ 


Zeno, his Reply on the Loſs of all his Goods, 379 
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der the following Heads, Viz. I. Mat- 

ters of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. II. 
Rules of Chronology. III. Of Biſhops and 
Clerks. IV. Of the Inferior Clergy. V. The 
Doctrine of the Trinity. VI. The Method of 
Studying. VII. The Knowledge of the Fa- 
thers. VIII. The Neceſſity of ſtudying An- 
2 IX. The Fall and Decay of Learning. 
X. The Incontinence of the Clergy. XI. The 
Depoſing of Kings. XII. The Succeſſion of 
Biſhops. XIII. Of Diſcipline, Manners, Mar- 
tyrs, Monks, Sc. Reliques, Pilgrimages, Su- 
perſtitions, Simony, Penances, Cenſures, Coun- 
cils, Monaſteries, Ceremonies, &c. By Mer. 
Flury, an Abbot, formerly Sub-Preceptor to the 
King of Spain, and the Dukes of Burgundy and 
Berry. | | >. 
II. The Poetical Works of Mr. Samuel Da- 
nel, Author of the Engliſh Hiſtory. 2 Vol. 
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III. A Select Collection of Novels, Mitten by the 
meſt celebrated Authors in ſeveral Languages: 
Many of which never appear din Engliſh before; 
and all new Tranflated: from-the Originals, by 
ſeveral Eminent Hands. | 


r iS 
Dedicated to Her Highneſs the Princeſs ANNE, 
Containing, 


Monſieur Huet's Letter to Monſieur de Segrais, 
upon the Original of Romances. de. The 
* 


Marriage of Belfegor. The Jealous Eſtremas 
” duran. 
2 VOL. . 


Dedicated to Mrs. Anne Boſcawen. Containing, 


TP he Princeſs of Cleves, The Fair Maid of 
” rhe Inn. The Force of Friendſhip. The Hi- 
© ſtory of the Captive. | 


YO £1. - 

Dedicated to the Honourable Mrs. Lepell. Con- 

| taining, | 8 . 

Don Carlos, The Hiſtory of Count Belflor 

and Leonora de Ceſpedes, The Curious Imper- 

tinent. The Prevalence of Blood. The Li- 
beral Lover. The Beautiful Turk. 


5 VOL. IV. : 
Dedicated to Mrs. Sarah. Corniſh. Containing, 


The Happy Slave. The Rival Ladies. The 
Innocent 7 The Hiſtory of the Con- 
ſp iracy of the Spaniards againſt the Republick 


Venice. 


VOL. V. 5 
Dedicated to Mrs. Mary Chamber. Containing 
The Little Gipſy. Ethelinda. The Amour 


of Count Palviano and Eleanora. Scanderberg 
the Great. e 


| 4 tl VOL. VI. Ed 
Dedicated to Mrs. Eliſabeth Lucy Mordant: 
| Ciontaining, 
Tbe Life of Caſtrucrio Caſtracani of Lucca: 
| 'The Loves of Oſmin and Daraxa. The Spa- 
x x» Lady of England. The Lady Cornelia. 


IV. The 


The falle Dutcheſs. 


IV. The Art of Prudence, or a Compani. 
on for a Man of Senſe. By Mr. Savage, The 
third Edition corrected, 

V. Great Brittain's vade Mecum, Contain: 
ing, 1. A concife Geographical Deſcription 
of the World, with an - Enquiry into the Na- 
ture, Quality and Principal Commodity of 
each Country. 2. The ſeveral Counties of En- 
gland and Wales particularly deſcribed; an Ac- 
count of their valuable Products, Market- 
Towns, 'Market-Days, chief Fairs, &c. 
With a ſhort view of Trade in general; a De- 
ſcription of the Cities of London and Weſtmin- 
er. with Fables of Fees of the ſeveral Courts 
in Landen, &c. The Courts of Judicature held 
at Weftminſter, with their reſpective Fees. Di- 
rections for taking and entring Goods at the 
Cuſtom-Houſe. Inſtructions for Gauging and 
meaſuring Glaſs, &c. Rates 'of Coachmen, 
Chairmen, Carmen, Watermen, 8c. The 
whole of univerſal Uſe to Perſons of all Ranks 
in Ton and Country, particularly to Coun- 
try Gentlemen, Travellers, Lawyers, Mer- 
chants, Tradesmen, Builders, Gaugers, &c. 

VII. The Humouriſt, being Eſſays upon ſe- 
veral Subjects, viz. News- Writers, Enthuſi- 
aſm, Spleen, Country- Entertainment, Love, 
the Hiſtory of Miſs Manage, - Ambition and 
Pride, Idleneſs and Fickleneſs of Human Na- 
ture, Prejudice, Witchcraft, Ghoſts, Appa- 
ritions, the Weather, Female Diſeaſes, Criti- 
ciſm, Art of begging, Anger, Avarice, Death, 
Grief, Flattery, Eating, and ſeveral, other cu- 
rious Subjects. with a Dedication to the Man 
in the N oon. By the Author of the Apology 
n r 
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